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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Firſt Part of theſe MzMorrs 
was written by Dr. JounsoN, 
about Thirty Years ago; in a Manner, 
perhaps, ſomewhat too deſultory, but 
with that Manlineſs and Strength of 
Sentiment and Expreſſion which were 
{o natural to this celebrated Author. 
The Whole bears many obvious Marks 
of having beena haſty Production; and, 
it is to be feared, the Doctor ſat down 
to the Taſk with too much Prejudice 
for an Hiſtorian: but the Eprrox con- 
ſiders it, all together, as a valuable Piece 
of Biography, or he would not have at- 
tempted the preſent ConTINUATION. 


© 


* 


PREFACE. 


5 Character ſo brilliant and vari- 
ous as that of the late CHARLES 
FREDERICK, KING of PRuss IA, cannot 


fail to prove univerſally intereſting. 


Tux Life of a Sovereign who was at 
once his own Legiſlator, his own Prime 
Miniſter, and his own Commander in 
Chief; who executed in the Field the 
Operations he had planned in the Ca- 
binet, by perſonally leading to battle“ 
the Troops he had himſelf trained to 
Arms; and who, with unabated Acti- 
vity, when Peace called for leſs vigo- 
rous Purſuits, pervaded every Depart- 
ment of State, and enforced the Laws 
he had made; muſt awaken in every 

intelligent Boſom an ardent Deſire to 
know the ſeveral component Parts 


which 
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which formed ſo illuſtrious and enter- 
prizing a Character, to trace the Impe- 
diments which muſt naturally have 
ariſen in the Courſe of ſo many arduous 
Undertakings, the Skill and Magnani- 
mity diſplayed in vanquiſhing Obſta- 
cles, the Exploits to which ſuch Ex- 
ertions muſt have given Riſe, and the 
final Succeſs of thoſe Exertions in 
conducing to the Happineſs of himſelf 
and People. 


No Dullneſs or Frigidity in a Wri- 
ter can detract from this grand Aﬀem- 
blage of Subjects for Inveſtigation, 
which a very moderate Portion of Abi- 
tity may caſily augment and improve. 


Mos egregiouſly wanting muſt any 
Man be, either in Candour, Informa- 
tion, or Judgment, who thould deny 
that the KING of PRuss la, whatever 
might be his Imperfections, poſſeſſed 


very 
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very rare Talents; not only as a Legi- 
ſlator, a Stateſman, and a Warrior, but 
as a Philoſopher, an Hiſtorian, a Mu- 
ſician, and a Poet. 


Sou Proofs are given to the Reader, 
at the Concluſion of this Volume, un- 
der all the Diſadvantages of Tranſla- 
tion, that the Poetical Productions of 
the KING of PRuss 1A are entitled to a 
higher Degree of Reputation than they 
ſeem to have yet obtained in this 
Country. 


Tuouon Expectation may be raiſed 
by the Conſideration of what ſuch a 
Character is capable, the Eprrox and 
ConTiNuaToR thinks he has on this 
Occaſion little to fear. He is abun- 
dantly ſenſible how great an Aurhox 
has preceded him: but he relies on 
the extraordinary Merit of that very 
Predeceſſor; the r intereſting 

Period 


— 
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Period of the Kix d of Prxuss14's Reign 

Which falls to his own Share; and, 

above all, the often experienced Can- 
dour of a generous and diſcerning Pub- 
lic; for the full Reward of his La- 
bour and Abilities, 
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KING or PRUSSIA. 
PART 


BY SAMUEL JOHNSON, LL.D. 


HARLES FREDERICE, the pre- 
ſent KING of PRuss iA, whoſe actions 
and deſigus now keep Europe in attention“, is 
the eldeſt ſon of Frederick William, by So- 
phia Dorothea, daughter of George the Firſt, 
King of England. He was born January 24, 
1711-12, Of his early years nothing remark- 
able has been tranſmitted»to us. As he ad- 
vanced towards manhood, he hecame remark- 


able by his diſagreement with his father. 


* The reader muft remember, that the firſt part of theſe 
Memoirs is printed verbatim as written by Dr. Johnſon, in 
the year 1756, in which the Editor is not at liberty to make 
any alterations. He, however, is alone anſwerable for 
what may be advanced in the NoTEs. 


B Tak 
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THe late King of Pruſſia was of a diſpoſi- 
tion violent and arbitrary; of narrow views, 
and vehement paſſions; earneſtly engaged in 
little purtuits, or in ſchemes terminating in 
ſome ſpeedy conſequence, without any plan of 
laſting advantage to himſelf or his ſubjects, or 
any proſpect of diſtant events. He was, there- 
fore, always buſy, though no effects of his 
activity ever appeared; and always eager, though 
he had nothing to gain. His behaviour was 
to the laſt degree rough and ſavage. The leaſt 
provocation, whether deſigned or accidental, 
was returned by blows, which he did not al- 
ways forbear to the queen and princeſſes. 


From ſuch a king and ſuch a father it was 
not any enormous violation of duty in the im- 
mediate heir of a kingdom ſometimes to differ 
in opinion, and to maintain that difference 
with decent pertinac ty. A prince of a quick 
ſagacity and comprehenfive knowledge, muſt 
find many practices ia the conduct of affairs 
which he could not approve, and ſome which 


he could ſcarcely forbear to oppoſe. 


Tus chief pride of the old king, was to be 
maſter of the talleſt regiment in Europe. He 
therefore 
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therefore brought together from all parts, men 
above the common military ſtandard. To ex- 
ceed the height of fix feet was a certain re- 
commendation to notice, and to approach 
that of ſeven, a claim to diſtinction. Men will 
readily go where they are ſure to be careſled ; 
and he had therefore ſuch a collection of 
giants as perhaps was never ſeen in the world 
. 255 


To review this towering regiment was his 
daily pleaſure, and to perpetuate it was ſo 
much his care, that when he met a tall wo- 
man, he immediately commanded one of his 
Titanian retinue to marry her, that they might 
propagate procerity, and produce heus to the 
father's habiliments*. 


In all this there was apparent folly, but 
there was no crime. The tall-regiment made 
a fine ſhew, at an expence not much greater, 
when once it was collected, than would have 


This, the Editor cannot avoid remarking, ſeems to him 
a true Johnſonian period: © he immediately commanded one of 
« his TITANIAN retinue to marry her, that they might pro- 
*© Pagate PROCERITY, and produce hears ta the father's 
* HABILIMENTS,” 


B 2 been 
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been beſtowed upon common men. But the 
king's military paſtimes were ſometimes more 
pernicious. He maintained a numerous army, 
of which he made no other uſe than to review 
and to talk of it; and when he, or perhaps his 
emiſſaries, ſaw a boy, whoſe form and ſpright- 
lineſs promiſed a future ſoldier, he ordered a 
| kind of a badge to be put about his neck, by 
which he was marked out for the fervice, like 
the ſons of Chriſtian captives in Turkey, and 
his parents were forbidden to deſtine him to 
any other mode of life. 


Txr1s was ſufficiently oppreſſive, but this was 
not the utmoſt of his tyranny*. He had learn- 
ed, though otherwiſe perhaps no very great 
politician, that to be rich was to be powerful; 


* Frederick William went daily, in an old blue coat and 
copper buttons, armed with a ſtout ſerjeant's cane, to review 
his regiment of giants, the firſt rank of which were never leſs 

than ſeven feet high; and, as he walked through the ſtreets, if 
he happened to meet a woman—for in general they fled from 
him with the utmoſt precipitation—he would aſk what ſhe 
did from home; and, telling her ſhe was a lazy huſſey, as no 
honeſt woman could poſfibly have any buſineſs over the 
threſhold of her own door, conclude his polite lecture by giv- 


ing her a ſmart flap of the face, a kick, or a few ſevere ſtrokes 
acroſs the ſhoulders with his cane. 


but 
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but that the riches of a king ought to be 
ſeen in the opulence of his ſubjects, he wanted 
either ability or ben-volence to underſtand. He 
ther fore raited exorbitant taxzs from every 
Kind of commodity an poſſeſſion, and piled up 
money in his treaſury, from which it iĩſſued no 
more. How the land which had paid taxes once, 
was to pay them a ſecond time; how impoſts 
could be levied without commerce, or com- 
merce continued without money, it was not his 
cuſt m to enquire. Eager to ſnatch at money, 
and delighted to count it, he felt new joy at 
every receipt, and thought himſelf enriched by 
the impoveriſhment of his dominions. 


BY which of theſe freaks of royalty the prince 
was offended, or whether, as perhaps more fre- 
quently happens, the offences of which he com- 
plained, were of a domeſtick and perſonal kind, 
it is not eaſy to diſcover“. But his reſentment, 
whatever was it's cauſe, roſe fo high, that he 
reſolved not only to leave his father's court, but 


*The many polite accompliſhments of the young prince, 
ſerved only to diſguſt his brutal and tyrannick father; who fre- 
quently threw his books in the fire, broke his muſical inftru- 
ments, and complimented him with perſonal chaſtiſement 
ſimilar to that which he ſo liberally beſtowed on his female 

-ſubjecs. 
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his territories, and to ſeek a refuge among the 
neighbouring or kindred princes. It is gene- 
rally believed that his intention was to come 
to England, and live under the protection of 
his uncle, till his father's death or change of 
conduct ſhould give him liberty to return. 


His deſign, whatever it was, he concerted 
with an officer of the army, whoſe name was 
Kat; a man in whom he placed great confi- 
dence, and whom, having choſen him for the 
companion of his flight, he neceflarily truſted 
with the preparatory meaſures*, A prince can- 


* A young gentleman, of the name of Keit, was alfo to 
have accompanied the prince in his intended excurſion; and 
he, too, was taken into cuſtody, but found the means of eſcap- 
ing to Holland. Thither the king's meſſengers were diſ- 
patched after him; and he was within a few minutes of being 
apprehended, when he fortunately got on board a veſſel ready 
to fail for Portugal, in which country he remained till the de- 
ceaſe of Frederick William. This tranſaction was in 1730, 
the prince being then about eighteen years of age. The king 
at firſt imagined his daughter the Princeſs Wilhelmina had 
been privy to the whole affair; and, as he was remarkable for 
diſpatch in the executive part of juſtice, he proceeded to kick 
her out of a large window which reached from the floor tothe 
cieling. The queen, however, with great difficulty ſaved her 
from the fall, but the princeſs received a hurt in the left 
breaſt, which is ſaid never to have forſaken her. 


not 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 7 


not leave his country with the ſpeed of a meaner 
fugitive, Something was to be provided, and 
ſomething to be adjuſted. And, whether Kat 
found the agency of others neceſſiry,and there- 
fore was conſtrained to admit ſome partners of 
the ſecret; whether levity or vanity incited him 
to diſburden himſelf of a truſt that fwelled in 
his boſom, or to ſhew to a friend or miſtreſs 
his own importance; or whether it be in itſelf 
difficult for princes to tranſact any thing in ſe- 
cret ; ſo it was, that the king was informed of 
the intended flight, and the prince and his fa- 
vourite, a little before the time ſettled for their 
departure, were arreſted, and confined in dif- 
ferent places. 


Tux life of princes is ſeldom in danger, the 
hazard of their irregularities falls only on thoſe 
whom ambition or affection combines with 
them“. The king, after an impriſonment of 

ſome 


* On this occaſion, however, there is reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
the prince's life was actually in very great danger. Certain 
it is, that after he was arreſted, and had been compelled to ſee 
a young lady, for whom he was ſuppoſed to entertain too much 
regard, publicly flagellated by the hands of the common exe- 
cutioner, he was conveyed to the citadel of Cuſtrin, ſituated 
in the midſt of a dank and unwholeſome marſh, where he 
was kept a cloſe priſoner for fix months in a ſolitary dungeon, 

without 
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ſome time, ſet his ſon at liberty; but poor Kat 
was ordered to be tried for a capital crime. The 


without any ſervant to attend him. After the prince had been 
a few weeks in this ſituation, an old officer, followed by four 
of the tail troops, entered his apartment in tears: the prince 
now entertained no doubt that he was going to be the ſacri- 
fhce of his ſtern father's indignation; when the officer, {till 
in tears, ordered the ſoldiers to convey him to tne window, 
that he might witneſs the ſufferings of his friend and com- 
panion Kat, who was at this inſtant beheaded on a ſcaffold 
purpoſely erected on that ſpot. He juſt beheld the horrid 
ſpe ctacle, claſped his hands in agony, and faiuted. The un- 
fecling father was preſent at both theſe ſcenes of wanton cru- 
elty, which made an imprefiion on the fon that time was un- 
able totally to efface. The inhuman deſpot, however, was 
unwilling to ſtop here; he even meditated the death of the 
prince; and weuld probably have beheaded him, if the Em- 
peror Charles VI. had not ſeriouſly interfered, and ſignified, 
by, his ambaſſador Count Sekendorf, ſent purpoſely to the 
Pruſſian court, that the Prince Royal, as a prince of the Em- 
pire, muſt not be conderfined to death, otherwiſe than in a 
fuli Diet. Nor was it, after all, a very eaſy buſineſs, to di- 
vert the king from the reſolution he had formed of beheading 
his fon. However, when he had made the prince ſuffer a 
year and a half 's confinement, the remonſtrances of the em- 
peror, and the queen's tears, at length procured his enlarge - 
ment. This kind interference of the emperor, ſay the enemies 
of the King of Pruſſia, was but ill requited by the ſubſequent 
calamities brought on the ſubjects of his immediate ſucceſſor. 
Itis, however, alwaysextremely difficult, and notunfrequently 
abſolutely impoſſible, to judge with any certainty of the vari- 
ous motives which may influence the public conduct of a 
great and an enterpriſing potentate, 


court* 
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court examined the caule, and acquitted him; 
the king remanded him to a ſccond trial, 
and obliged his judges to condemn him. In 
conſequence of the ſentence thus tyrannically 
extorted, he was publicly beheaded, leaving 
behind him ſome papers of reflections made in 
the priſon, which were afterwards printed; and, 
among others, an admonition to the prince for 
whoſe ſake he ſuffered, not to foſter in himſelf 
the opinion of deftiny, for that a Providence is 
diſcoverable in every thing around us. 


TRIs cruel proſecution of a man who had 
committed no crime, but by compliance with 
influence not eaſily to be reſiſted, was not the 
only act by which the old king irritated his ſon. 
A lady, with whom the prince was ſuſpected 
of intimacy, perhaps more than virtue allowed, 
was ſeized, I know not upon what accuſation, 
and, by the king's order, notwithſtanding all 
the reaſons of decency and tenderneſs that ove- 
rate in other countries ani in other judicatures, 


was publicly whipped through the ſtreets of 
Berlin. 


AT laſt, that the prince might feel the power 
of a king and a father in it's utmoſt rigour, he 


C 


was 
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was in 1733 married againſt his will to the 
Princeſs Elizabetha Chriſtina of Brunſwick Lu- 
nenburg Beveren. He married her, indeed, at 
his father's command, but without profeſſing 
for her either eſteem or affection; and, conſider- 
ing the claim of parental authority fully ſatis- 
fied by the external ceremony, obſtinately and 
perpetually, during the life of his father, re- 
frained from her bed. The poor princeſs lived 
about ſeven years in the court of Berlin, in a 
ſtate which the world has not often ſeen, a wife 
without a huſband; married ſo far as to engage 
her perſon to a man who did not deſire her af- 
fection, and of whom it was doubtful whether 
he thought himſelf reſtrained from the power 
of repudiation by an act performed under evi- 
dent compultion®, 


Tnus he lived ſecluded from public buſineſs, 
in contention with his father, in alienation from 
his wife. This ſtate of uneaſineſs he found the 
only means of ſoftening. He diverted his mind 
from the ſcenes about him, by ſtudies and li- 


It is yet generally imagined that this marriage was never 
conſummated. But though the royal pair ſeldom ſaw each 
other more than three or four times a year, a greater degree 
al harmony than might under ſuch circumſtances be expected 
& ſaid always to have ſubſiſted between them. | 

beral 


— 
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beral amuſements. The ſtudies of princes ſel- 
dom produce great effects, for princes draw 
with meaner mortals the lot of underſtanding; 
and ſince of many ſtudents not more than one 
can be hoped to advance far towards perfection, 
it is ſcarcely to be expected that we ſhould find 
that one a prince; that the deſire of ſcience 
ſhould over power in any mind the love of plea- 
ſure, when it is always preſent, or always with- 
in call; that laborious meditations ſhould be 
preferred in the days of youth to amuſements 
and feſtivity; or that perſeverance ſhould preſs 
forward in contempt of flattery ; and that he, 
in whom moderate acquiſitions would be ex- 
tolled as prodigies, ſhould exact from himſelf 
that excellence, of which the whole world con- 
ſpires to ſpare him the neceſſity. 


In every great performance, perhaps in every 
great character, part is the gift of nature, part 
the contribution of accident, and part, very 
often the greateſt part, the effect of voluntary 
election, and regular deſign. The King of 
Pruſſia was undoubtedly born with more than 
common abilities; but that he has cultivated 
them with more than common diligence, was 
probably the effect of his peculiar condition, 

C2: of 
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of that which he then conſidered as cruelty and 
misfortune. 


Ix this long interval of unhappineſs and ob- 
ſcur tx, he acquired ſkill in the mathematical 
ſciences, ſuch as is ſud to put him on the level 
with thoſe who have mad- them the buſineſs of 
th-ir lives. This is probably to ſay too much; 
the acqu ſi ion of kings are always mag nifieds. 
His {kill in poetry and in he French linguage, 
have been loudly praiſed by Voltaire, a judge 


* The King of Pruſſia was by no means inſenſible of the 
truth of this remark. He has ęxactly the ſame ſentiment in 
his own Addreſs to his Soul— 

Peu d x vous ignerer u un Rei guci gu il propeſe, 

Et gua qu il cutreg rene, excelle en toute cheſe? 
Withcut a wiſh to combat this maxim, juſt as it undoubt- 
ed:y-is in a general ſenſe, it will perhaps not be hazarding 
too much to aſſer, that the King of Pruſſia might have been 
eſteemed a greater Poet, if he had not been ſo great a War- 
rior; ſince it is tae nature of mankind to difallow extraordi- 

nary cxccllunce in a variety of accompliſhments to any ſingle 

indiv dual. We ard apt to for.n naſty ideas of characters from 
the firit grand trait which excites our attention, and we 
are aftcrwards unwiting to relinquiſh our prepoſſeſſions: 
nor is nere any thing more common than to hear all the 
rd claim —* He is a bad Man, but a good King; a bad 
Kung, bez god Man:“ as if the two qualities were ne- 
ceſlaril/ incompatible. 


without 
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without exception, if his honeſty were equal to 
his knowledge“. Muſick he not only under - 


* Voltaire has ſince given abundant proof, that he was not 
bone by every where depreciating the literary talents of 
the Pruſſian monarch, which he had before io highly extolled; 
and, with peculiar modeſty, more than inſinuating, that all 
the different. productions publiſhed under the king's name 
were indebted to him for the little merit they contained. So 
dangerous is it for a man of letters, even from the moſt ami- 
able difidence, to ſolicit any one's aſſiſtance in the correc- 
tion of his manuſcripts. Voltaire might ttanſcribe, or make 
a few trivial alterations, in ſome of theſe works; but many 
were certainly publiſhed, hoth before and after his intimacy 
with the King of Pruſſia, and we do not find that they are, 
generally ſpeaking, at all inferior to thoſe wh ch were pro- 
duced at the time when it was poſſible that petulant philo- 
ſopner might occaſionally exerciſe his acknowledged ability 
for their improvement. Thoſe, however, who know how 
very tenacious men of real genius are of any material 
deviation from their own genuine ideas—and the King of 
Pruſſia was unqueſtionably a man of real genius—will not 
| haſtily believe that his writings owe any thing material to 
the pen of Voltaire. The productions bear internal marks 
of originality; and all the malignity of a Voltaire, aided by a 
world too much diſpoſed to favour this ſpecies of detraction, 
will never be able entirely to ſtrip the King of thoſe literary 
laurels with which Fame has liberally entwined the honorary 
wreath of his vaſt military achievements. The intelligent 
part of mankind will examine beyond the ſurface; and. after 
detecting every unworthy motive, they will apportion their 
applauſe to their own unprejudiced eſtimation of the author's 
abilities, 

ſtands, 


* 
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ſtands, but practiſes on the German: flute in the 
higheſt perfection; ſo that, according to the 


regal cenſure of Philip of Macedon, he may 
be aſhamed to play ſo well“. 


He may be ſaid to owe to the difficulties of 
his youth, an advantage leſs frequently obtain- 
ed by princes than literature and mathema- 
ticks. The neceſſity of paſting his time with- 
out pomp, and of partaking of the pleaſures 
and labours of a lower ſtation, made him ac- 
quainted with the various forms of life, and with 
the genuine paſſions, intereſt, deſires, and diſ- 
treſſes of mankind. Kings, without this help 
from temporary infelicity, ſee the world in a 
miſt, which magnifies every thing near them, 
and bounds their view to a narrow compals, 
which few are able to extend by the mere 
force of curioſity. I have always thought, that 
what Cromwell had more thanour lawful kings, 
he owed to the private condition in which he 


firſt entered the world, and in which he long 


There are ſeveral pieces of muſick extant, particularly 
for the German-flute, actually compoſed by the King of 
Pruſſia, who was univerſally acknowledged to be one of the 


very firſt performers in the world on that pleaſing inſtru- 


con- 
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continued; in that ſtate he learned his art of 
ſecret tranſaction, and the knowledge by which 
he was able to oppoſe zeal to zeal, and make 
one enthuſiaſt deſtroy another. 


Tux King of Pruſſia gained the ſame arts; 
and being born to fairer opportunities of uſing 
them, brought to the throne the knowledge of 
a private man, without the guilt of uſurpation, 
Of this general acquaintance with the world, 
there may be found ſome traces in his whole 
life. His converſation is like that of other 
men upon common topicks; his letters have an 
air of familiar elegance, and his whole conduct 
is that of a man who has to do with men, and 
who is ignorant what motives wall prevail over 
friends or enemies. | 


In 1740, the old king fell ſick, and ſpoke and 
acted in his illneſs with his uſual turbulence 
and roughneſs; reproaching his phyficians in 
the groſſeſt terms, with their unſkilfulneſs and 
impotence, and imputing to their ignorance or 
wickedneſs the pain which their preſcrintions 
failed to relieve. Theſe inſu'ts they bore with 
the ſubmiſſion which is commonly paid to de- 
ſpotick monarchs; till at laſt the celebrated 


Hoffman 
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Hoffman was conſulted, who failing like the reſt 


to give eaſe to his majeſty, was like the reſt treated 


with injurious language. Hoffman, conſcious 


of his own metit, replied that he could not 

bear reproaches which he did not deſerve; that 
| he had tried all the remedies that art could 
ſupply, or nature could admit; that he was in- 
deed a profeſſor by his majeſty's bounty, but 
that if his abilities or integrity were doubted, 
he was willing to leave not only the univerſity 
but the kingdom, and that he could not be 
driven into any place where the name of Hoff- 
man would want reſpect. The king, however 
unaccuſtomed to ſuch returns, was ſtruck with 
conviction of his own indecency, told Hoffman 


that he had ſpoken well, and requetted him to 


continue his attendance. 


Tu E king, finding his diſtemper gaining up- 
on his ſtrength, grew at laſt ſenſible that his 
end was approaching ; and, ardering the prince 
to be called to his bed, laid ſeveral injunctions 
upon him, of which one was to perpetuate the 
tall regiment by continual recruits, and another 
to receive his eſpouſed wife. The prince gave 
him a reſpectful anſwer, but witely avoided to 
diminiſh his own right or power by an abſolute 
promiſe, 


. 
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promiſe, and the king died uncertain of the 
fate of the tall regiment“. 


Tux young king began his reign with great 
expectations, which he has yet ſurpaſſed. His 
father's faults produced many advantages to the 
firſt years of his reign. He had an army of ſe- 
venty thouſand men well diſciplined, without 
| any imputation of ſeverity to himſelf, and was . 
maſter of a vaſt treaſure, without the crime or 
reproach of raiſing it. It was publicly faid in 
our Houſe of Commons, that he had eight mil- 
lions ſterling of our money; but, I believe, he 
that ſaid it had not confidered how diflicultly 
eight millions would be found in all the Pruſ- 


* Such was the attachment of Frederick William to his 
military affairs, that in his laſt illneſs, being unable to go 
among the ſoldiers, he had the place of four large panes of 
glaſs in his bedchamber ſupplied by a fingle pane, through 
which he might ſee them pertorm their evolutions as he fat; 
and when he at length became too feeble to fit up, and was 
at any time uncommonly languid, his attendants raiſed his 
head before the window, and a fight of the men under arms 
was obſerved to operate as a cordial in reviving his ſpirits, 
By frequent repetitions, however, this cordial loſt t's 
efficacy; his eyes now became dim—when his head was 


lifted up he could no longer perceive the foldiers—and he 
expired, 


D ſian 
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ſian dominions. Men judge of what they do 
not ſee by that which they fee, We are uſed 
to talk in England of millions with great fa- 
milizricy, and imagine that there is the ſame 
affluence of money in other countries, in 
countries whoſe manufactures are few, and 
commerce little“. 


EvERY man's firſt cares are neceſſarily do- 
meſtick. The king be ng now no longer under 
infiu-nce or it's appearance, determined how 
to act towards the unhappy lady who had pot- 
ſeſſed for ſeven years the empty title of the 
Princeſs of Pruſſi». The papers of thoſe times 
exhibited the convertiation of their firſt inter- 
vicw; as if the king who plans campaign in 


Though it may be impoſſible to aſcertain the exact ſum 
which the cruel rapacity and mean parſimony of the deceaſed 
monarch enabled him to læave in his treaſury, it has even been 
aſſerted that the cellars of his palace at Berlin actually con- 
tained one hundred and tuenty millions of crowns, or fifteen 
miliions lerling, all caſked up in hoꝶſheads hooped with iron; 
that the apartments of the palace were crouded with huge 
unwielcy pieces of plate, formed at little or no expence of 
workmanihip; and that, in addition to this prodigious ac- 
cumulation of wzalth, h:s queen poſſeſſed a large magnificent 
eabinet, the contents of which were entirely of gold. 

* ſilence 
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ſilence would not accommodate a difference 
with his wife, but with writers of news admit- 
ted as witneſſes. It is certain that he received 
her as queen; but whether he treats her as a 
wife, is yet in diſpute“. 


IN a few days his reſolution was known with 
regard to the tall regiment; for ſome recruits 
being offered him, he rejected them, and this 
body of giants, by continued diſregard, moul- 
dered away. 

He treated his mother with great reſpect; 
ordered that ſhe ſhould bear the title of 
Queen- mother; and that, inſtead of addreſſing 
him as His Majeſty, ſhe ſhould only call him 
Son. 


As he was paſſing ſoon after between Berlin 
and Potſdam, a thouſand boys, who had been 
marked out for military ſervice, ſurrounded his 
coach, and cricd out—* Merciful King, deli- 
* yer us from our ſlavery.” He promiſed them 
their liberty, and ordered the next day that the 
badge ſhould be taken off. 


* See the Note in page 10. 
D 2 
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He ftill continued that correſpondence with 
learned men, which he began when he was 
prince, and the eyes of all ſcholars, a race of 
mortals formed for dependence“, were upon 
him, as a man likely to renew the times of pa- 
tronage, and to emulate the bounties of Lewis 
the Fourteenth. 


Ir ſoon appeared that he was reſolved to go- 
vern with very little miniſterial aſſiſtance; he 
tcok cognizance of eveiy thing with his own 
e ex; declared that in all con trarietigs of intereſt 
between him and his tubjects, the public good 
ſhould have the preference, and in one of the 
firit exertions of regal power baniſhed the 
prime-iniſter and favuurite of his father, as 


Men Dr. Ichnſon penned theſe words, which are de- 
livered with all the intemperate zcal of an auttere and unac- 
commodating mind, he little thought of afterwards becom- 
ing a penſioner under another monarch, and thus enjoying 
that ſpecies of patronage which he in this place affects to de- 
pile. The Viſeſt men hazard much in all general aſſertions. 
I et, though the doctor was himſelf amelancholy proof of the 
truth of his own rema, k, row many amiable qualifications 
did that wonderful man poſſeſs, to balance trivial infirmities! 
and how well did he merit, by his ſervices to ſociety, the 
annuity he tor ſome yrars received from the hands of his 
miunincent ern! 


One 
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one that had © betrayed his maſter, and abuſed 
his truſt.” 


He then declared his reſolution to grant a 
general toleration of religion, and among other 
liberalities of conceſſion allowed the profeſſion 
of Free Maſonry®. It is the great taint of his 
character, that he has given reaſon to doubt, 
whether this toleration is the effect of charity 
or indifference; whether he means to ſupport 
good men of every religion, or confiders all re- 


ligions as F. 20 good. 


THER 82 ſubſiſted for ſome time in Pruſſia 
an order called the Order for Favour; which, 
according to it's denomination, had been con- 


ferred with very little diſtinction. The king 


* The King of Pruſia had himſelf been privately 
made a Freemaſon, during the life-time of his father; it is, 
therefore, not at all wonderful that he ſhould countenance 
a ſociety which he knew to be equally rational and inoffenſive. 

+ Perhaps it would be charitable to aſcribe this tolerating 
diſpoſition to a juſt diſdain of controuling men's conſciences, 
and a liberal allowance of the free exerciſe of every different 
perſuaſion. And may we not attribute to a delicacy of ſen- 
timent—which ſome may approve, and ſome may diſap- 
prove—the pains he always took to avoid giving the ſmalleſt 
appearance of preference to any particular ſect? 


inſtituted. © 
= 


* « 


' 
2 
' 
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inſtituted the Order for Merit, with which he 
honoured thoſe whom he conſidered as deſerv- 
ing. There were ſome who thought their 
merit not ſufficiently recompenſed by this new 
title, but he was not very ready to grant pecu- 
niary rewards. Thoſe who were moſt in his fa- 
vour he ſometimes preſented with ſnuff-boxes, 
on which was inſcribed—Amitis augmente te 
prix*®, 


He was, however, charitable if not liberal, 
for he ordered the magiſtrates ofathe ſeveral 
diſtricts to be very attentive to the relief of the 
poor, and if the funds eſtabliſhed for that uſe. 
were not ſufficient, permitted that the deficien- 
cy ſhould be ſupplied out of the revenues of 


the town. 


Ox of his firſt cares was the advancement 
of learning. Immediately upon his acceſſion, 
he wrote to Rollinund and Voltaire that he de- 


This ſpecies of economy is not unworthy the imita- 
tion of other courts. A gold ſnuff-box, then, with ſome 
fimilar motto, might frequently fave a penſion, and give 
quite as much ſatisfaction to the mind of a man who really 
deſerved either: nor need actual merit, in that caſe, be ſo 


often wholly neglected, | 
fired 


4 
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fired the continuance of their friendſhip, and 
ſent for M. Maupertuis, the principal of the 
French academicians, who paſſed a winter in 
Lapland to verify by the menſuration of a 
degree near the pole the Newtonian doctrine 
of the form of the earth. He requeſted of 
Maupertuis to come to Berlin, to ſettle an aca- 
demy, in terms of great ardour and great con- 
deſcenſion“. 


AT the ſame time he ſhewed the world that 
literary amaſements were not likely, as has 
more than once happened to royal ſtudents, 
to withdraw him from the care of the king- 
dom, or make him forget his intereſt. He 
began by reviving a claim to Herſtal and Her- 
mal, two diſtricts in the poſſeſſion of the Bi- 
ſhop of Liege. When he ſeit his commiſſary 


to demand the homage of the inhabitants, 


they refuſed him admiſſion, declaring that 
they acknowledged no ſovereign but the biſhop, 
The king then wrote a letter to the biſhop, in 


* Maupertuis, accordingly, had apartments aſſigned him in 
the royal palace at Berlin, where he ſpent the remainder of his 
days in uninterrupted {armony with the King, though his 
felicity was conſiderably invaded by Voltaire, when that phi- 
joſopher afterwards came to relide at the Pruſſian court. 


which 
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which he complained of the violation of his 
right, and the contempt of his authority, 
charged the prelate with countenancing the 
late act of diſobedience, and —_— an an- 
ſwer in two days. 


* In three days the anfwer was ſent, in which 
the biſfwp founds his claim to the two lord- 
ſhips, upon a grant of Charles the Fifth, gua- 
rantied by France and Spain; alledges that his 
predeceſſors had enjoyed this grant ve a 
century, and that he never intended to in- 
fringe the rights of Pruſſia; but as the Houſe 
of Brandenburg had always made ſome pre- 
tenſions to that territory, he was willing to 
do what other biſhops had offered, to pur- 
chaſe that claim for an hundred thouſ.nd 
crowns. 


To every man that knows the ſtate of the 
feudal countries, the intricacy of their pedi- 
grees, the confuſton of their alliances, and the 
different rules of inheritance that prevail in 
different places, it will appear evident, that of 
reviving antiquated claims there can be no 
end, and that the poſſeſſion of a century is a 
better tithe than can EN produced. 

| 80 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 25 


So long a preſcription ſuppoſes an acquieſcence 
in the other claimants, and the acquieſcence 
ſuppoſes alſo ſome reaſon, perhaps now un- 
known, for which the claim was forbore. 
Whether this rule could be conſidered as valid 
in the controverſy between theſe ſovereigns 
may however be d ubted, for the biſhop's 
anſwer ſeems to imply that the title of the 
Houſe of Brandenburg ad been kept alive by 
repeated claim, though the ſeizure of the 
terriiory had been hitherto forborne®, 


Tae king did not ſuffer his claim to be ſub- 
jected to any altercations, but having publiſnu- 
ed a declaration in which he charged the bi- 
| ſhop with violence and injuſtice, and remark- 
ed that the feudal laws allowed every man 
whoſe poſſeſſion was with-held from him, to 
enter it with an armed force, he immediately 
diſpatched two thouſand ſoldiers into the con- 
troverted countries, where they lived without 
controul, exerciſing every kind of military ty- 
ranny, till the cries of the inhabitants forced 


An intelligent reader will recognize, as well in this as 
many other places, the doctor's unwillingneſs to exculpate, 
if not his eagerneſs to criminate, the character of his Pruſſian 


E the 
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the biſhop to relinquiſh them to the quiet go- 
vernment of Pruſſia. : 


THis was but a petty acquiſition, the time 
was now come when the King of Pruſſia was 
to form and execute greater deſigns. On the 
gth of October 1740, half Europe was thrown 
into confuſion by the death of Charles the 
Sixth, Emperor of Germany, by whoſe death 
all the hereditary dominions of the Houſe 
of Auſtria deſcended, according to the Prag- 
matic Sanction, to his eldeſt daughter, who 
was married to the Duke of Lorrain, at the 
tine of the emperor's death Duke of Tuſcany. 


By how many ſecurities the Pragmatic 
Sanction was fortified, and how little it was re- 
garded when thoſe ſecurities became neceſſary; 
how many claimants ſtarted up at once to the 
ſeveral dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria; 


how vehemently their pretenſions were en- 


forced, and how many invaſions were threat- 
ened or attempted; the diſtreſſes of the em- 
peror's daughter, known for ſeveral years by 
the title only of the Queen of Hungary, be- 
cauſe Hungary was the only country to which 
her claim had not been diſputed; the firmneſs 

with 
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with which the ſtruggled with her difficulties, 
and the good fortune by which ſhe ſurm unted 
them; the narrow plan of this eſſay will not 
ſuffer me to relate. Let them be told by ſome 


other writer, of more leiſure and wider intelli- 
gence“. 


UPon the emperor's death, many of the 
German princes fell upon the Auſtrian terri- 
tories as upon a dead carcaſe to be diſmembered 
among them without refiſtance. Among theſe, 
with whatever juſtice, certainly with very little 
generoſity, was the King of Pruſſia, who hav- 
ing aſſembled his troops, as was imagined to 
ſupport the Pragmatic Sanction, on a ſudden 
entered Silefia with thirty thouſand men, 
publiſhing a declaration, in which he diſclaims 
any defign of injuring the rights of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, but urges his claim to Silefia, as ariſ- 


*The hiſtory of the Queen of Hungary might no doubt 
form an intereſting piece of biography; but the reader 
would probably loſe his compaſſion for the ſufferings of this 
extraordinary heroine, when he came to contemplate her in- 
gratitude, In the ſubſequent part of the preſent memoirs, 
it will appear, that ſhe not only joined the arms of France 
againſt the country that now ſhielded her from deſtruction; 
but actually affiſted the intrigues of that reſtleſs court in pro- 
moting the ſanguinary war of 1756, which fo long deluged 
Europe. | | 

E 2 
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ing from an tient conventions of family and 
confraternity between the Houſe of Branden- 
burg, and the Princes of Silcfta, and othe ho- 
nourable titles, He ſays, the fear of being 
defeate] hy other preten lers to the Auſtrian 
dominions, ob iged him to enter Silctt. withe 
out ny previous expoſtul ition with th queen, 
and that he {al ſtrenuo fly eſpouie the in- 
tereſts of the Houle uf Autlria, 


SucH a declaration was, I believe, in the 
opinie n of all Zurove, n thing eis than the 
aggrava ion of hoſtility by wtvit, and was re- 
ceived by the uttriaus with tuitable ingigna- 
tion. The king purtued his purpoſe, marched 
forward, and in he frontiers of ileſia m-de a 
ſpecch to his tollowers, i which he told them, 
that he conſidered tem rather as friends than 
ſjubjects; that the troops of Brandenburg had 
been always eminc for their bravery; that 
they would alwais fi-ht i his pretence, and 
that he would recompenſe thoſe who ſhould 
diſtinguiſh themſe ves in his ſervice rather as 
a father than as a King. 


Tux civilities of the great are never thrown 
away, The ſoldiers would naturally fullow 


ſuch 
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ſuch a lender with alacrity ; eſpecially becauſe 
they expected no oppoſition“: but human ex- 
pectations are frequently deceived, 


ExTERING thus ſuddenly into a country 
which he was ſuppoſed rather likely to protect 
than to invade, he acted for ſome time with ab- 
ſolute authority; but ſuppoſing that this ſubmiſ- 
ſion would not always laſt, he endeavoured to 
p<r{u.dethequeentoaceſſion of Sileſia, imagin- 
ing that ſhe would eaſily be perſuaded to yield 
what was already loſt. He therefore ordered 
his miniſters to declare at Vienna, that he was 
rea v iO guaranty all the German dominions of 
the Houſe of Auſtria, That he would con- 
clude a treaty with Auſtria, Ruſſia, and the ma- 
ritime powers. That he would endeavour that 
the Duke of Lorrain ſhould be elected emperor, 
and believed that he could accompliſh it, That 
he would immediately advance to the queen 
two mi:lions of florins. That in recompence 


for all this he required Sileſia to be yielded to 


him, | 


* An il iberal infinuation ; much more diſgraceful to the 
doctor, than to the Pruſſian character for bravery. 


THESE 
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Tnxsz ſeem not to be the offers of a prince 
very much convinced of his own tight“. He 
afterwards moderated his claim, and ordered 


| his miniſter to hint at Vienna, that half of Si- 


tcha would content him. 


Tur queen anſwered, that though the king 
alledged as his reaſon for entering Sileſia, the 
danger of the Auſtrian territories from other 
pretenders, and endeavours to perſuade her to 
give up part of her poſſeſſions for the preſerva- 
tion of the reſt, it was evident that he was the 
firſt and only invader, and that till he entered 
in a hoſtile manner, all her eſtates were un; 
moleſted. 


To his promiſes of aſſiſtance ſhe replied, 
that ſhe ſet an high value on the King of Pruſ- 
ſia's friendſhip, but that he was already obliged 
to aſſiſt her againſt invaders, both by the 
Golden Bull, and the Pragmatic Sanction, of 
which he was a. guarantee; and that if theſe 
tics were of no force, ſhe knew not what to 


* This is an unfair inference. It is the experience of every 
hour, that a man thoroughly convinced of his right will often 
conſent to relinquiſh a part, for the certain and quiet poſſeſſion 
of the remainder, 


hope 
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hope from other engagements. Of his offers 
of alliance with Ruſſia and the maritime 
powers, ſhe obſerved, that it could be never 
fit to alienate her dominions for the conſoli- 
dation of an alliance formed only to keep them 


intire. 


WII I regard to his intereſt in the election of 
an emperor, (he expreſſed her gratitude inſtrong 
terms; but added, that the election ought to be 
free, and that it muſt be neceſſarily embarraſſed 
by contentions thus raiſcd in the heart of the 
empire*, Of the pecuniary aſſiſtance propoſed 
ſhe remarks, that no prince ever made war to 
oblige another to take money, and that the 
contributions already levied in Sileſia, exceed 
the two millions offered as it's purchaſe. 


Sax concluded, that as ſhe values the king's 
friendſhip, ſhe was willing to purchaſe it by any 
compliance but the diminution of her domi- 
nions; and exhorted him to perform his part 
in ſupport of the Pragmatic Sanction. 


* The Queen of Hungary, in this place, with great poli- 
tical artifice, avails herſelf of the King of Pruſſia's unguarded 
promiſe to influence the princes of the empire in their elec- 
tion of a ſupreme ſovereign, The truth is not always to be 
ſpoken, 


Tus 
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Tux king finding negociation thus inef- 
fectual, puſhed forward his inroads, and now 
began to ſhew how ſecretly he could take his 
meaſures. When he called a council of war, 
he propoſed the queſtion in a. few words ; all 
his generals wrote their opinions in his pre- 
ſence, upon ſeparate papers, which he carried 
away, and examining them in private, formed 
his reſolution without imparting it otherwiſe 
than by his orders. 


H began, not without policy, to ſeize firſt 
upon the eſtat-s of the clergy, an order every 
where neceflary, and every where envied. He 
plunde ed the cents of their ſtores of pro- 
viſion, and rold them that he never had heard 
of any magazines efc&<d by the apoſtles, 


Trars inſult was mean, becauſe it was unjuſt; 
but thoſe who could not reſiſt were obliged to 
bear it“. He proceeded in his expedition, and 
a detachment of his troops took Jablunca, one 
of the ſtrong places of Silcha, which was ſoon 
after abandoned for want of provitions, which 
the Auſtrian huſſars, who were now in motion, 
were buly to intercept. 


» Nothing leſs than dr termined prejudice could have 
converted ſuch an obſervation into a mean inſult, 
| Ons 


c 
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Ox of the moſt remarkable events of the 
gileſia war, was the conqueſt of Great Glogau, 
which was taken by an aſſault in the dark, 
headed by Prince Leopold of Anhalt Deſſau. 
They arrived at the foot of the fortifications 
about twelve at night, and in two hours were 
maſters of the place. In attempts of this kind, 
many accidents happen which cannot be heard 
without ſurprize, Four Pruſſian grenadiers 
who had climbed the ramparts, miſſing their 
own company, met an Auſtrian captain with 
fifty-two men; they were at firſt frighted, and 
were about to retreat, but gathering courage, 
commanded the Auſtrians to lay down their 
arms, and in the tertor of darkneſs and confu- 
ſion were unexpectedly obeyed, 


Ar the ſame time, a conſpiracy to kill or carry 
away the King of Pruſſia, was ſaid to be diſ- 
covered“. The Pruſſians publiſhed a memo- 
rial, in which the Auſtrian court was accuſed 
of employing emiſſaries and aſſaſſins againſt the 
king; and it was alledged in direct terms, that 
one of them had confeſſed himſelf obliged by 


Whatever truth there might be in this particular report, 
it has been generally underſtood that an aſſaſſination of the 
King of Pruſſia was more than ance in contemplation. 


F oath 
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oath to deſtroy him, which oath had been given 
him in an Aulic Council, in the preſence of the 
Duke of Lorrain, 


To this the Auſtrians anſwered, That the 
character of the queen and duke was too well 
known not to deſtroy the force of ſuch an ac- 
cuſation ; that the tale of the confeſſion was an 


impoſture, and that no ſuch attempt was ever 
made, : 


Eacn party was now inflamed, and orders 
were given to the Auſtrian general to hazard a 
battle. The two armies met at Molwitz, and 
parted without a compleat victory on either fide, 
The Auſtrians quitted the field in good order, 
and the King of Pruſſia rode away upon the 
firſt diſorder of his troops, without waiting for 
the laſt event. This attention to his perſonal 
ſafety has not yet bcen forgotten“. 
| x AFTER 

Some accounts aſſert, and they ſeem far more probable 
than this vague idea of a drawn battle, that the Pruſſian ca- 
valry at firſt gave way before the troops of Marſhal Neu- 
perg, the Auſtrian general, who had forced the King of 
Pruſſia into an engagement under the walls of Neiſſe; and that 


his majeſty, not chuſing to riique every thing on a battle 
into which he had been haſtened before he could convenient- 


ly make the neceſſary preparations, retired to Opeleine, "= | 
twelve 
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AFTER this there was no action of much im- 
portance. But the King of Pruſſia, irritated by 
oppolition, transferred his intereſt in the elec- 
tion to the Duke of Bavaria; and the Queen of 
Hungary, now attacked by France, Spain, and 
Bavaria, was obliged to make peace with him 
at the expence of half Sileſia, without procur- 
ing thoſe advantages which were once offered 
her. 


To enlarge dominions, has been the boaſt of 
many princes; to diffuſe happineſs and ſecurity 
through wide regions, has been granted to few. 
The King of Pruſſia has aſpited to both theſe 
honours, and endeavoured to join the praiſe of 
legiſlator to that of conqueror. 


twelve leagues diſtant ; leaving proper inſtructions with 
General, Schwerin, commander of the infantry, and his 
other officers, from whom he ſoon afterwards received intel - 
ligence that the Auſtrians had been completely defeated in 
the celebrated battle of Molwitz. Notoriouſly certain it 
is, that the battle of Molwitz was gained by the troops 
of the King of Pruſſia; which the reader could never ſup- 
pole, without better information than can poſſibly be ob- 
tained from Dr. Johnſon's too looſe account of that buſineſs. 
The doctor, on this occaſion, was determined to tell the 
world, in the moſt unqualified terms, that the King of 
Pruſſia rade away; and, with the uſual contracted attention 
of prejudice, be neglected for the moment every other ob- 
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To ſettle property, to ſuppreſs falſe claims, 
and to regulate the adminiſtration of civil and 
criminal juſtice, are attempts ſo difficult and 
ſo uſeful, that I ſhall willingly ſuſpend or con- 
tract the hiſtory of battles and fieges, to give a 
larger account of this pacific enterprize. 


Trar the King of Pruſſia has conſidered the 
nature and the reafons of taws with more at- 
tention than is common to princes, appears 
from his Diſſertation on the Reafons for Enact- 
ing and Repealing Laws. A piece which yet 
deſerves notice, rather as a proof of good in- 
clination than of great ability. For there is no- 
ihing to be found in it more than the moſt ob- 
vicus books may ſupply, or the weakett intel- 
lect diſcover. Some of his obſervations are juſt 
and uſeful; but upon ſuch a ſubject who can 
think without often thinking right“? It is, how- 
ever, not to be omitted, that he appears always 
propenſe towards the ſide of mercy. *If a 


® This is really ſpeaking too contemptuouſly of the king's 
literary and legiſlative ability. Dr. Johnſon felt himſelf a 
greater man, in his own way, than the illuſtrious warrior—and 
perhaps he was fo—but the monarch of Pruſſia, after all, 
poſſeſſed abilities that did him honour, even in the doctor: 


cn way, and they ought to have been leſs faſtidiouſly ac- 


1 ' 1 
knowl: (] A 


poor 
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poor man,* ſays he, ſteals in his want a 
* watch, ora few pieces, from one to whom the 
« Joſs is inconſiderable, is this a reaſon for con- 
t demning him to death?” 


He regrets that the laws againſt duels have 
been ineffectual, and is of opinion that they 
can never attain their end, utileſs the princes 
of Europe ſhall agree not to afford an aſylum 
to duelliſts, and to puniſh all who ſhall inſult 
their equals either by word, deed, or writing. 
He ſeems to ſuſpect this ſcheme of being chi- 
merical*. © Yet why,“ fays he, * ſhould not 
* perſonal quarrels be ſubmitted to judges, as 
well as, queſtions of poſſeſſion; and why 
* {hould not a congreſs be appointed for the 
general good of mankind, as well as for fo 
many purpoſes of leſs importance? 


* The doctor has here evidently miſtaken the king's . 
meaning. "Thoſe are his words, almoſt literally tranflated— 
Let me nat be charged with having adapted the viſionary 
* notions of the Abbe de St. Pierre—l fee nothing im- 
« practicable in the idea that men ſhould ſubmit their per- 
* ſonal quarrels to the decifion of judges, as well as their 
. © diſputes relative to property. Dr. Johnſon ought, there- 
| fore, only to have ſaid—The king ſeems to ſuſpect that his 
ſcheme may be conſidered as chimerical. 


He 


eg he! 
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He declares himſelf with great ardour againſt 
the uſe of torture; and, by ſome miſinforma- 
tion, charges the Engliſh that they (till re- 
tain it“. 


IT is perhaps impoſtible to review the laws 
of any country without diſcovering many de- 
fects and many ſuperfluities. Laws often 
continue, when their reaſons have ceaſed. Laws 
made for the firſt ſtate of the ſociety continue 
unaboliſhed, when the general form of life is 
changed. Parts of the judicial procedure 
which were at firſt only accidental, become in 
time eſſential; and formalities are accumulated 
on each other, till the art of litigation requires 
more ſtudy than the diſcovery of right. 


Tux King of Pruſſia examining the inſtitu- 
tions of his own country, thought them ſuch as 
could only be amended by a general abrogation, 
and the eſtablichment of a new body of law, 


The old common-law puniſhment of paine forte et dure, 
any a few years ſince aboliſhed by act of parliament, among 
fome other judicial reformations which do honour to the pre- 
ſent reizn, and to which the King of Pruſſia doubtleſs re- 
fers, had more affinity to what in other countries we properly 
denominate torture, than Dr. Johnſon appears to have conſi- 
gdered, or indeed to have known, 
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to which he gave the name of the Cope FRIE· 
DERICK, which is comprized in one volume 
of no great bulk, and muſt therefore unavoid- 
ably contain general poſitions, to be accommo- 
dated to particular caſes by the wiſdom and 
integrity of the courts. To embarraſs juſtice 
by multiplicity of laws, or to hazard it by con- 
fidence in judges, ſeem to be the oppoſite rocks 
on which all civil inſtitutions have been wreck- 
ed, and between which legiſlative wiſdom has 
never yet found an open paſſage. 


OF this new ſyſtem of laws, contracted as it 
is, a full account cannot be expected in theſe 
Memoirs; but that curioſity may not be diſ- 
miſſed without ſome gratification, it has been 


thought proper to epitomiſe the king's Plan = 
the Refer motien of his Court. 


Tu E differences which ariſ: between mem- 
bers of the ſame ſociety may be terminated 


*The plan of the Frederician Code, with a proper at- 
tention to localities, is perhaps well worthy of imitation in 
ſome other countries, where the evils in general of which 
the illuſtrious legiſlator complains, and which his deſign 
has proved capable of leflening, if not of eradicating, have 
long molt notoriouſly prevailed, | 
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by a voluntary agreement between the parties, 
* by. arbitration, or by a judicial proceſs. 


Tux two firſt methods produce more fre- 
© quently a temporary ſuſpenſion of diſputes 
© than a final termination. Courts of juſtice 
are therefore neceſſiry, with a ſettled method 
of procedure, of which the moſt ſimple is to 
© cite the parties, to hear their pleas, and diſ- 
* miſs them with immediate deciſion. 


© THis, however, is in many caſes imprac- 
* ticable, and in others is ſo ſeldom practiſed, 
© that it is frequent rather to incur loſs than 
© to ſeek for legal reparation, by entering a la- 
* byrinth of which there is no end. 


Tuts tediouſneſs of ſuits keeps the parties 
in diſquiet and perturbation, rouſes and per- 


_ © petuates animaſities, exhauſts the litigants by 


© expence, retards the progreſs of their fortune, 
and diſcourages ſtrangers from ſettling. 


Tus inconveniences, with which the beſt 
regulated polities of Europe are embarraſſed, 
f myſt be removed; not by the total prohibi- 
tion of ſys, which is impoſſible, but by con- 

© traction 
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traction of proceſſes; by opening an eaſy 
W- way for the appearance of truth, and remov- 
| ing all obſtructions by which it is concealed. 


Tus ordonnance of 1667, by which Lewis 
W- the Fourteenth eſtabliſhed an uniformity of 
procedure through all hiscourts, has been con- 
ſidered as one of the greateſt benefits of his 
© reign. 


Tux King of Pruſſia obſerving that each of 
* his provinces had a different method of ju- 
dicial procedure, propoſed to reduce them all 
W to one form; which being tried with ſucceſs 
in Pomerania, a province remarkable for 
W < contention, he afterwards extended to all his 
W - dominions, ordering the judges to inform 
* him of any difficulties which aroſe from it. 


| © SoMa ſettled method is neceſſary in judicial 

procedures. Small and ſimple cauſes might 
* be decided upon the oral pleas of the two 
parties appearing before the judge: but many 
* caſes are ſo entangled and perplexed, as to 
* require all the {ſkill and abilities of thoſe 
* who devote their lives to the ſtudy of the 
law. 85 


G | ApvocaTEs, 
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* ADvocaTeEs, or men who e n underſtand 
and explain the queſtion to be diſcuſſed, are | 
therefore neceſſary. But theſe men, inſtead of 
* endeavouring to promote juſtice and diſ.over 


truth, have exerted their wits in the defence 


of bad cauſes, by forgeries of facts, and falla- 4 
* cies of argument. 4 


To remedy this evil, the king has ordered 
inquiry into the qualifications of the advo- 3 
* cates. All thoſe who practiſe without a regu- i 
lar admiſſion, or who can be convicted of diſ- 3 
* ingenuous practice, are diſcarded. And the 
© judges are commanded to examine which of 

the cauſes now depending have been protract- 
ed by the crimes and ignorance of the advo- i 
* cates, and to diſmils thoſe who ſhall appear 
* culpable. 1 


Wk advocates are too numerous to live 
by honeſt practice, they buſy themſelves in 
exciting diſputes, and diſturbing the commu- 
* nity: the number of theſe to be employed in 
© each court is therefore fixed. 


Tx reward of the advocates is fixed with 
* due regard to the nature of the cauſe, and the 
labour 
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labour required; but not a penny is received 
by them till the ſuit is ended, that it may be 
« their intereſt, as well as that of the clients, 
© to ſhorten the proceſs. 


© No advocate is admitted in petty courts, 
* (mall towns, or villages; where the poverty 
* of the people, and for the moſt part the low 
value of the matter conteſted, make diſpatch 
abſolutely neceſſary. In thoſe places the 
parties ſhall appear in perſon, and the judge 


© make a ſummary deciſion. 


* THERE mult be likewiſe allowed a ſubordi- 
nation of tribunals, and a power of appeal. 
No judge is ſo ſkilful and attentive as not 
* ſometimes to err. Few are ſo honeſt as not 
* ſometimes to be partial. Petty judges would 
* become inſupportably tyrannical, it they were 
© not reſtrained by the fear of a ſuperior judi- 
* cature; and their deciſions would be negli- 
* gent or arbitrary if they were not in danger 
of ſeeing them examined and cancelled. - 


ITE right of appeal muſt be reſtrained, 
* that cauſes may not be transferred without 
© end from court to court; and a peremptory 
* deciſion muſt at laſt be made. 
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* Wren an appeal is made to a higher court, 
the appellant is allowed only four weeks to 
frame his bill, the judge of the lower court 
being to tranſmit to the higher all the evi- 
* dences and informations. If upon the firſt 
view of the cauſe thus opened, it ſhall appear 
© that the appeal was made without juſt cauſe, 
© the firſt ſentence ſhall be confirmed, without 
* citation of the defendant. If any new evidence 


* ſhall appear, or any doubts ariſe, both the 
parties thall be heard. 


© In the diſcuſſion of cauſes, altercation muſt 
* beallowed; yet to altercation ſome limits muſt 
© be put. There are therefore allowed a bill, 
an anſwer, a reply, and arejoinder, to be de- 


© livered in writing. 


No cauſe is allowed to be heard in more 
than three different courts. To further the 
* firſt deciſion, every advocate is enjoined, under 
© ſevere penalties, not to begin a ſuit till he has 
collected all the neceſſary evidence. If the 
* firſt court has decided in an unſatisfactory 
* manner, an appeal may be made to the ſe- 
* cord, and from the ſecond to the third. The 
« preceſs on each appeal is limited to fix months. 

The 
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« The third court may indeed pals an erroneous 
judgment, and then the injury is without re- 
« dreſs. But this objection is without end, and 
therefore without force. No method can be 
found to preſerve humanity from error, but 
* of conteſt there muſt ſome time be an end; 
© and he who thinks himſelf injured for want 
* of an appeal to a fourth court, muſt conſider 
* himſelf as ſuffering for the public. 


* THERE is a ſpecial! advocate appointed for 


the poor. 


Tu attornies, who had formerly the care 
* of collecting evidence, and of adjuiting all 
* the preliminaries of a ſuit, are now totally diſ- 
* miſſed; the whole affair is put into the hands 


* of the advocates, and the office of an attorney 
is annulled for ever“. 


Ir any man is hindered by ſome lawful im- 
« pediment from attending his ſuit, time will 
* be granted him upon the repreſentation of 
* his caſe.” 


What glorious havock would be made by ſuch a regula- 
tion in England, among the innumerable pettifoggers who 


at preſent diſgrace the liberal profeſſion of the law 
SUCH 
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SUCH is the order according to which civil 
juſtice is adminiſtered through the extenſive do- 
minions of the King of Pruſſia; which, if 
it exhibits nothing very ſubtle or profound, 
affords one prcof more that the right is eaſily 
diſcovered, and that men do not ſo often want 
ability to find, as willingneſs to practiſe it“. 


W now return to the war. 


Tux time at which the Queen of Hungary 
was willing to purchaſe peace by the reſigna- 
tion of Sileſia, though it came at laſt, was not 
come yet. She had all the ſpirit, though not 
all the power, of her anceſtors, and could not 
bear any thought of loſing any part of her pa- 
trimonial dominions to the enemies which the 
opinion of her weakneſs raiſed every where 
againſt her. | 


Ix the beginning of the year 1742, the 
Elector of Bavaria was inveſted with the im- 
perial dignity, ſupported by the arms of France, 
maſter of the kingdom of Bohemia, and con- 
federated with the Elector Palatine and the 
Elector of Saxony who claimed Moravia, 


* Another unjuſtifiable inſinuation. 


and 
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and with the King of Pruſſia who was in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Sileſia. 


Such was the ſtate of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, preſſed on every fide, and on every fide 
preparing for reſiſtance; ſhe yet refuſed all 
offers of accommodation, for every prince ſet 
peace at a price which ſhe was not yet fo far 
humbled as to pay. 


Tus King of Pruſſia was among the moſt 
zealous and forward in the confederacy againſt 
her. He promiſed to ſecure Bohemia to the 
Emperor, and Moravia to the Elector of Saxony; 
and finding no enemy in the field able to reſiſt 
him, he returned to Berlin, and left Schwerin 
his general to proſecute the conqueſt, 


Tas Pruſſians in the midſt of winter took 
Olmutz, the capital of Moravia, and laid the 
whole country under contribution. The cold 
then hindered them from action, and they only 


blocked up the fortreſſes of Brinn and Spiel- 
berg. 


Ix the ſpring, the King of Pruſſia came again 
into the field, and undertook the fiege of Brinn, 
but 
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but upon the approach of Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, retired from before it, and quitted 


Moravia, leaving only a garriſon in the capital. 


Tur condition of the Queen of Hungary 
was now changed. She was a few months 
before without money, without troops, in- 
circled with enemies. The Bavarians had en- 
tered Au'ria; Vienna was threatzned with a 
ſiege, and the queen left it to the fate of war, 
and retired into Hungary, where ſhe was re- 
ceived wi h zeal and affection, not unmingled, 


however, with that negle& which muſt always 


be borne by greatneſs in diſtreſs. She bore 
the diſreſpect of her ſubjects with the ſame 
firmneſs as the outrages of her enemies; and 
at laſt perſuaded the Engliſh not to deſpair of 
her preſervation, by not deſpairing herſelf. 


VoLTAalR=, in his late hiſtory, has aſſerted, 
that a large ſum was raiſed for her ſuccour by 
voluntary ſubſcriptions of the Engliſh ladies. 
It is the great failing of a ſtrong imagination 
to catch greedily at wonders. He was miſin- 
formed, and was perhaps unwilling to learn by 
a ſecond enquiry a truth leſs ſplendid and 

| amuſing. 
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amuſing. A contribution was by news-writers 
upon their own authority, fruitleſsly, and, I 
think, illegally propoſed. It ended in nothing. 
The parliament voted a ſupply, and five hun- 
dred thouſand pounds were remitted to her. 


IT has been always the weakneſs of the 
Auſtrian family to ſpend in the magnificence 
of empire thoſe revenues which ſhould be kept 
for it's defence. The court is ſplendid, but 
the treaſury is empty ; and at the beginning of 
every war, advantages are gained againſt them, 
before their armies can be aliembled and 
equipped“. 


(Tus Engliſh money was to the Auſtrians 
as a ſhower to a field, where all the vegetative 
powers are kept unactive by a long continu- 
ance of drought, The armies which had hi- 
therto been hid in mountains and foreſts, 


* This weakneſs, however it might then prevail, is now 
very far from exiſting in the Imperial Court. The preſent 
Emperor is indefatigable in augmenting the proſperity of his 
country, by every rational channel; and whoever ſhould ven- 
ture to diſturb the tranquillity of his ſubjects, would no 
doubt find the Auſtrian armies abundantly prepared for 
action. 


II ſtarted 
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ſtarted out of their retreats, and wherever the | 
queen's ſtandard was erected, nations ſcarcely ? 
known by their names ſwarmed immediately 
about it. An army, eſpecially a defenſive 
army, multiplies itſelf, The contagion of 
enterprize ſpreads from one heart to another. 
Zeal for a native, or deteſtation of a foreign : 
ſovereign; hope of ſudden greatneſs or riches; 


friendſhip or emulation between particular 


men; or, what are perhaps more general and 4 
powerful, defire of novelty and impatience of 
inactivity; fill a camp with adventurers, add 
rank to rank, and ſquadron to ſquadron. 


THE queen had Aill enemies on every part, 
but ſhe now on every part had armies ready to | 
oppoſe them. Auſtria was immediately reco- | 
vered; the plains of Bohemia were filled with 
her troops, though the fortreſſes were garriſon- 
ed by the French. The Bavarians were recalled 
to the defence of their own country, now waſted 
by the incurſions of troops that were called 
Barbarians, greedy enough of plunder, and dar- 
ing perhaps beyond the rules of war, but other- 
wiſe not more cruel than thoſe whom they at- 


tacked. Prince Lobkowitz, with one army, 3 


obſerved the motions of Broglio, the French 
general 
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general in Bohemia; and Prince Charles, with 
another, put a ſtop to the advances of the King 
of Pruſſia. 


Ir was now the turn of the Pruſſians to re- 
tire. They abandoned Olmutz, and left be- 
hind them part of their cannon and their ma- 
gaz ines. And the king, finding that Broglio 
could not long oppoſe Prince Lobkowitz, 
haſtened into Bohemia to his aſſiſtance; and hav- 
ing received a reinforcement of twenty-three 
thouſand men, and taken the caſtle of Glatz, 
which being built upon a rock ſcarcely acceſ- 
ſible would have defied all his power had the 
$ garriſon been furniſhed with proviſions, he 
purpoſed to join his allies and proſecute his 
conqueſts. 


PRINCE Charles, ſeeing Moravia thus eva- 
cuated by the Pruſſians, determined to garriſon 
the towns which he had juſt recovered, and 
purſue the enemy, who by the aſſiſtance of 


the French would have been too powerful for 
Prince Lobkowitz. 


SUCCESS had now given confidence to the 
Auſtrians, and had proportionably abated the 
H 2 ſpirit 
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ſpirit of their enemies. The Saxons, who 
had co-operated with the King of Pruſſia in the 
conqueſt of Moravia, of which they expected 
the perpetual poſſeſſion, ſeeing all hopes of 
ſudden acquiſition defeated, and the province | 
left again to it's former maſters, grew weary 8 
of following a prince, whom they conti- 
dered as no longer acting the part of their 
confederate, and when they approached the 
confines of Bohemia, took a different road, and 
left the Pruſſians to their own fortune. : 


Tux king continued his march, and Charles 
his purſuit. At Czaſlaw the two armies came 
in ſight of one another, and the Auſtrians re- 1 
ſolved on a deciſive day. On the 6th of May, 
about ſeven in the morning, the Auſtrians be- 
gan the attack: their impetuoſity was matched 
by the firmneſs of the Pruſſians. The animo-—- 
ſity of the two armies was much inflamed; the 
Auſtrians were fighting for their country, and 
the Pruſſians were in a place where defeat muſt i 
inevitably end in death or captivity. The fury 
of the battle continued four hours; the Pruſſian 
horſe were at length broken, and the Auſtrians 
forced their way to the camp, where the wild 
troops, who had fought with fo much vigour 

| and 
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and conſtancy, at the fight of plunder forgot 
their obedience, nor had any man the leaſt 
thought but how to load hunſclf with the rich- 


eſt ſpoils. 


WHILE the right wing of the Auſtrians was 
thus employed, the main body was left naked, 
the Pruthans recovered from their contulton, 
and regained the day. Charles was at laſt forced 
to retire, and carried with him the ſt ndards of 
his enemies; the proofs of a victory which, 
though fo nearly gained, he had not been able 
to keep. 


Tur victory, however, was dearly bought; 
the Pruſſian army was much weakened, and 
the cavalry almoſt totally deſtroyed. Peace is 
eaſily made when it is neceſſary to b-th partics; 
and the King of Prüſſia had now reaſ-n to be- 
lieve that the Auſtrians were not his only ene- 
mies. When he found Charles advancing, 
he ſent to Broglio for aſſiſtance, and was an- 
ſwered, that he muſt have orders from Ver- 
ſailles. Such a deſertion of his moſt powerful 


ally diſconcerted him ; but the battle was un- 
avoidable 


Wuen 
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Wren the Pruſſians were returned to the 
camp, the king, hearing that an Auſtrian of- 
ficer was brought in mortally wounded, had 
the condeſcenſion to viſit him. The officer, 
ſtruck with this act of humanity, ſaid, after a 
ſhort converſation—* I ſhould die, Sir, con- 
* tendedly, after this honour, if I might firſt 
* ſhew my gratitude to your majeſty, by in- 
forming you with what allies you are now 
© united; allies that have no intention but to 
* deceive you: The king appearing ro ſuſpect 
this inte ligence—* Sir,“ ſaid the Auſtrian, 
if you will permit me to ſend a meſſenger to 
Vienna, I believe the queen will not refuſe to 
© tranſmit an intercepted letter now in her 
* hands, which will put my report beyond all 
doubt.“ 


Tu meſſenger was ſent, and the letter 
tranſmitted, which contained the order ſent to 
Broglio, who was iſt, forbidden to mix his 
troops on any occaſion with the Pruſſians. ad, 
He was ordered to act always at a diſtance from 
the king. 3d, To keep always a body of 
twenty thouſand men to obſerve the Pruſſian 
army. 4th, To obſerve very cloſely the mo- 
tions of the king for important reaſons, 5th, 
To 
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To hazard nothing, but to pretend want of 
reinforcements, or the abſence of Belliſle. 


Taz king now with great reaſon conſidered 
himſelf as diſengaged from the confederacy, 
being deſerted by the Saxons, and betrayed by 
the French; he therefore accepted the media-- 
tion of King George, and in three weeks after 
the battle of Czaſlaw made peace with the 
Queen of Hungary, who granted to him the 
whole province of Sileſia, a country of ſuch ex- 
tent and opulence, that he is ſaid to receive 
from it one third part of his revenues*. By 
one of the articles of this treaty it is ſtipulat- 
ed, That neither ſhould aſſiſt the enemies of 
the other. | 


Tut Queen of Hungary thus diſentangled 
on one ſide, and ſet free from the moſt formi- 
dable of her enemies, ſoon perſuaded the 
Saxons to peace; took poſſeſſion of Bavaria; 
drove the emperor, after all his imaginary con- 
queſts, to the ſhelter of a neutral town, where 


The greater part, but not the whole province of Sileſia, 
was ceded to the King by the Treaty of Breſlaw, together with 
the county of Glatz. The entire province of Sileſia has 
never been poſſeſſed, or even claimed, by the King of Pruſſia. 


he 
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he was treated as a fugitive; and beſieged the 
French in Prague, in the city which they had 
taken from her. 


Having thus obtained Sileſia, the King of 


Pruſſia returned to his own capital, where he 
reformed his 1:ws, forbid the torture of crimi- 
nals, concluiied a defenfive alliance with Eng- 
land, and applicd himſelf to the augmentation 
of his army. 


Tarts treaty of peace with the Queen of Hun- 
gary, was one of the firſt proofs given by the 
King of Prufiia of the ſecrecy of his counſels, 
Belliſle, the French general, was with him in 
the camp as a friend and coadjutor in appear- 
ance, but in truth a ſpy, and a writer of intel- 
Iigence. Men who have great confidence in their 
own penetration, are often by that confidence 
deceived; they imagine that they can pierce 
through all the involutions of intrigue, without 
the diligence neceſſary to weaker minds, and 
therefore fit idle and ſecure; they believe that 
none can hope to deceive them, and therefore 
that none will try. Belliſle, with all his repu- 
tation of ſagacity, though he was in the Pruſ- 
fian camp, gave every day freſh aſſurances of 
| the 
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the king's adherence to the allies; while Brog- 
lio, who commanded the army at a diſtance, 
diſcovered ſufficient reaſon to ſuſpect his de- 
ſertion. Broglio was lighted, and Belliſla be- 
lieved, till on the 11th of June the treaty was 
ſigned, and the king declared his reſolution to 
keep a neutrality. 


Tuts is one of the great performances of 
polity which mank d {em agreed to celebrate 
and admire; yet to all nothing was neceſ- 
ſary but the determination ct a very few men 
to be filent®. 


FROM this time the Queen of Hungary pro- 
ceeded with an uninterrupted torrent of ſucceſs. 
The French driven from {ation to Nation, and 
deprived of fortreſs after fortreſs, were at laſt 
incloſed with their two generals, Belliſle and 
Broglio, in the walls of Prague, which they had 
ſtored with all proviſions neceſſary to a town 
beſieged, and where they defended themſelves 
three months before any proſpect appearcd of 
relicf. 


* How eaſily can a ſtrong rhetorical writer leſſen every 
ſpecies of human excellence! Dr. Johnſon poſſeſſed this art 
in a very eminent degree, and he has not been ſparing in the 
uſe of it. 

1 T iis 


58 MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 


Tux Auſtrians having been engaged chiefly 
in the field, and in ſudden and tumultuary ex- 
curſions rather than a regular war, had no 
great degree of ſkill in attacking or defending 
towns. They likewiſe would naturally con- 
fider all the miſchicfs done to the city, as fall- 
ing ultimately on themſclves, and therefore 
were willing to gain it by time rather than by 
force. 


Ir was apparent that, how long ſoever Prague 
might be defended, it muſt be yielded at laſt, 
and therefore all arts were tried to obtain an 
honourable capitulation. The meſſengers from 
the city were ſent back ſometimes unheard, but 
always with this anſwer, that no terms would 
be allowed, but that they ſhould yield them- 
ſelves priſoners of war. 


Tu condition of the garriſon was, in the 
eyes of all Europe, deſperate; but the French, 
to whom the praiſe of ſpirit and activity can- 
not be denied, reſolved to make an effort for 
the honour of their arms. Maillebois was at 
that time encamped with his army in Weſt- 
phalia. Orders were ſent him to relieve Prague. 


The enterprize was conſidered as romantick. 
Maillebois 
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Maillebois was a march of forty days diſtant 
from Bohemia, the paſſes were narrow, and the 
ways foul; and it was likely that Prague would 
be taken before he could reach it. The march 
was, however, begun; the army, being joined by 
that of Count Saxe, conſiſted of fifty thouſand 
men, who, notwithſtanding all the difficultics 
which two Auſtrian armies could put in their 
way, at laſt entered Bohemia. The ſiege 
of Prague, though not raiſed, was remitted, 
and a communication was now opened to it 
with the country. But the Auſtrians, by per- 
petual intervention, hindered the garriſon from 
joining their friends. The officers of Maille- 
bois incited him to a battle, becauſe the army 
was hourly leſſening by the want of proviſions; 
but inſtead of preſſing on to Prague, he retired 
into Bavaria, and compleated the ruin of the 
emperor's territories. 


Tur court of France, difappointed and of- 
fended, conferred the chief command upon 
Broglio, who eſcaped from the befiegers with 
very little difficulty, and kept the Auſtrians 
employed till Belliſle, by a tuddes fally, quitted 
Prague, and without any great lois joined the 
main army. Broglio then retired over the 

I 2 Rhine 


| 
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Rhine into the French dominions, waſting in 
his retreat the country which he had undertaken 
to protect, and burning towns and deſtroying 
ma azines of corn with ſuch wantonneſs, as 
gave reaſon to believe that he expected com- 
mendation from his court for any miſchiefs 
done, by whatever means. 


Tux Auſtrians pu iued their advantages, re- 
covered all ticir ſtrong places, in ſume of which 
French garriions h. d been left, and made them- 
ſelves maſters ot Bavaria, by teking not only 
Munich the capital, but Ingolſtadt, the ſtrongeſt 
fortification in the clecto 's domini ns, where 
they found a great number of cannon and 
quantity of ammunition, intended, in the 
dreams of projected greatneſs, for the fi-ge of 
Vienna, all the archives of the ſtate, the plate 
and ornaments of the clectoral palace, and what 
had been conſidered as molt worthy of preſer- 
vation. Nothing but the warlike ſtores were 
taken away, An oath of allegiance to the 
queen was required of the Bavarians, but with- 
out any explanation whether temporary or per= 
petual. | 


Tur emperor lived at Franefort, in the ſe- 
curity that was allowed to neutral places, but 
i without 
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vit hout much reſpect from the German princes; 
except that, upon ſome objections made by the 
queen to the validity of his election, the King 
of Pruſſia declared himſelf determined to ſup- 
port him in the imperial dignity with all his 
power. 


THis may be conſidered as a token of no 
great aftection to the Queen of Hungary, but 
it ſeems not to have raiſed much alarm The 
German princes were afraid of new broils. To 
conteſt the election of an emperor once inveſted 
and acknowledged, would be to overthrow the 
whole Germanic conſtitution. Perhaps no 
election by plurality of ſuffrages was ever made 
among human beings, to which it might not 


be objected that voices were procured by illicit 
influence. 


Some ſuſpicions, however, were raiſed by 
the king's declaration, which he endeavoured 
to obviate, by ordering his miniſters to declare 
at London and at Vienna, that he was reſolved 
not to violate the treaty of Breſlaw. This de- 
claration was ſufficiently ambiguous, and could 
not fatisfy thoſe whom it might ſilence. But 
this was not a time for nice diſquiſitions : to ———— 

diſtruſt | 


W 0 6E. 
o 
* 
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diſtruſt the King of Pruſſia might have pro- 
voked him, and it was moſt convenient to con- 
fider him as a friend, till he appeared openly 
as an enemy. 


AzovT the middle of the year 1744, he 
raiſed new al:rms by colleCQting his troope, and 
putting them in motion. 1 74:1 oi tfind= 
ford about this time Ecmanded the troops ſti- 
pulate.: for he protection of Hanover, not per- 
haps becaule they were thought neceſſary, but 
that the king's deſigns might be gueſſed from 
his anſwer; which was, that troops were not 
granted for the defence of any country, till 
that country was in danger, and that he could 
not believe the Elector of Hanover to be in 
much dread of an invaſion, ſince he had with- 
drawn the native troops, and put them into the 
pay of England. 

- 

He had, undonhtedly, now formed deſigns 
which made it neceflary that his troops ſhould 
be kept together, and the time ſoon came when 
the ſcene was to be opened. Prince Charles 
of Lorrain having chaſed the French out of 
Bavaria, lay for ſome months encamped on the 


Rhine, endeavouring to you a paſſage into 
Alface, 
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Alſace. His attempts had long been evaded 
by the ſleill and vigilance of the French general, 
till at laſt, June 21, 1744, he executed his de- 
ſign, and lodged his army in the French domi- 
nions, to the ſurpriſe and joy of a great part of - 
Europe. It was now expected that the terri- 
Wtocics of France would in their turn feel the 
miſcries of war, and the nation which ſo long 
kept the world in alarm be taught at laſt the 
alue of Peace. 


Tur King of ru ſſia now faw the Auſtrian 
troops at a great diſtance from him, engaged 
in a forc'-1 country, againſt the moſt power- 
ful of al :1cir enemies. Now, therefore, was 
he time to diſcover that he had lately made a 
reaty at Francfort with the emperor, by which 
e had engaged, that as the court of Vienna 
2d it's allies appeared backward to re-eſtabliſh 
Wc tranquillity of the empire, and more co- 
ent methods appeared neceſſary, he, being 
ni mated with a deſire of co-operating towards 
he pacification of Germany, ſhould make an 
xpedition for the conqueſt of Bohemia, and | 

o put it into the poſſeſſion of the emperor, his 
irs, and ſucceſſors, for ever; in gratitude for 
=, the emperor ſhould reſign to him and 
his 
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his ſucceſſors, a certain number of lordſhips, 
which are now part of the kingdom of Bo- 
hemia. His Imperial Majeſty. likewiſe gua- i 
ranties to the King of Pruſſia the perpetual | 
poſſeſſion of Upper Sileſia, and the king gua- 
ranties to the emperor the perpetual poſſeſſion 
of Upper Auſtria, as ſoon as he ſhall have oc- 
cupied it by conqueſt. = 1 

Ir is eaſy to diſcover that the king began the 
war upon other motives than zeal for peace, and 
that whatever reſpect he was willing to ſhew to 
the Emperor, he did not purpoſe to aſſiſt him : 
without reward. In proſecution of this treaty 
he put his troops in motion; and according to I 
bis promiſe, while the Auſtrians were invading i 
France, he invaded Bohemia. | 


 PaiNces have this remaining of humanity, 

that they think themſelves obliged not to make ; 
war without a reaſon. Their reaſons are indeed 
not always very fatisfatory. Lewis XIV. ſeem- l 
ed to think his own glory a ſufficient motive 
for the invaſion of Holland. The Czar at- . 
tacked Charles of Sweden, becauſe he had not 
been treated with ſufficient reſpect when he | 
made a journey in diſguiſe. The King of Pruſ- i 
as. 2 
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fa having an opportunity of attacking his 
neighbour, was not long without his reaſons, 
On july zo, he publithed his declaration, in 
which he declares— 


Tu Ar he can no longer ſtand an idle ſpecta- 
tor of the troubles in Germany, but finds him- 
ſelf obliged to make uſe of force, to reſtore the 
power of the laws, and the authority of the 
Emperor, 


THAT the Queen of Hungary has treated 
the Emperor's hereditary dominions with in- 
expreſſible cruelty. 


TraT Germany has been over-run with 
foreign troops, which have marched through 
neutral countries, without the cuſtomary re- 
quiſitions. 


Tuar the Emperor's troops hve been at- 
tacked under neutral fortreſſes, and obliged to 


abandon the empire, of which their maſter is 
the head. | 


Trar the Imperial dignity has been treated 
with indecency by the Hungarian troops. 


K THAT 
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THAT the queen, declaring the election of the 
Emperor void, and the Diet of Francfort ille- 
gal, had not only violated the Imperial digni- 
ty, but injured all the princes who have the 
right of election. 


Tur he has no particular quarrel with the 3 
Queen of Hungary, and that he deſires no- 
thing for himſelf, and only enters as an auxi- . : 
liary into a war for the liberties of Germany. | 


THAT the Emperor had offered to quit his 
pretenſion to the dominions of Auſtria, on con- 
dition that his hereditary countries be reſtored 
to him. 4 


THrarT this propoſal had been made to the 
King of England at Hanau, and rejected in 
ſuch a manner as ſhewed that the King of 
England had no intention to reſtore peace, 
but rather to make his advantage of the trou- 
bles. 


Tur the mediation of the Dutch had been 
deired, but that they declined to interpoſe, 
knowing the inflexibility of the Engliſh and 
Auſtrian courts. 

THAT 
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Tnax the ſame terms were again offered at 
Vienna, and again rejected: that therefore the 
queen muſt impute it to her own council, that 
her enemies find new allics. 


THAT he is not fighting for any intereſt of 
his own, that he demands nothing for himſclf, 
but is determined to exert all his power in de- 
fence of the Emperor, in vindication of the 
right of election, and in ſupport of the liber- 
ties of Germany, which the Queen of Hun- 
gary would enſlave. 


WHEN this declaration was ſent to the Pruſ- 
ſian miniiter in England, it was accompanied 
with a remonſtrance to the king, in which 
many of the foregoing poſitions were repeated; 
the Emperor's candour and diſintereſtedneſs 
were magnified; the dangerous deſigns of the 
Auſtrians were diſplayed; it was imputed to 
them as the moſt flagrant violation of the Ger- 
manic conſtitution, that they had oriven the 
Emperor's troops out of the empire; the pub- 
lick ſpirit and generoſity of his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty were again heartily declared; and it was 
ſaid that this quarrel having no connection 

K 2 with 
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with Engliſh intereſts, the Engliſh ought not 
to interpole. | 


AUSTK. and all her allies were put into 
amazement b is declaration, which at once 
diſinounted th the ſummit of ſucceſs, 
and obliged them. bdugh the war a 
ſecond time. What ſuccours, o: waat promiſes, 
Pruſſia received from France, was never pub- 
lickly known; but it is not to be doubted, that 
a prince ſo watchful of opportunity, 1-14 aſſiſt- 
ance, when 1t was ſo much wanted, at the 
higheſt rate; nor can it be ſuppoſed that he 
expoſed himſelf to ſo much hazard only for 


the freedom of Germany, and a few petty 
diſtricts in Bohemia. 


THe French, who from ravaging the em- 
pire at diſcretion, and waſting whatever they 
tound, either among enemies or friends, were 
now driven into th-ir own dominions, and in 
their own dominions were inſulted and pur- 
ſued, were on a ſudden by this new auxiliary 
reſtored to their former ſuperiority, at leaſt 
were diſburthened of their invaders, and deli- 
vered from their terrors. And all the enemies 
of the Houſe of Bourbon faw with indigna- 

tion 
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tion and amazement, the recovery of that 
power which they had with ſo much coft and 
bloodſhed brought low, and which their ani- 
moſity and elation had diſpoſed them to ima- 
zine yet lower than it was. 


Tur Queen of Hungary ftill retained her 
firmneſs. The Pruſſian declaration was not 
long without an antwer, which was tranſmit- 
ted to the European princes with ſome obſerva- 
tions on the Pruſſian miniſter's remonſtrance 
to the court of Vienna, which he was ordered 
by his matter to read to the Auſtrian council, 
but not to deliver. The ſame caution was pra- 
tited before, when the Pcuffians, after the Em- 
peror's dea h, invaded Sileſia. Thi artifice of 
political debate may, perhaps, be numbered by 
the admirers of greatneſs among the refine= 
ments of conduct; but as it is a method cf pro- 
ceeding not very diticult to be contrived or 
practiſed, as it can be of very rare uſe to ho- 
neſty or wiſdom, and as it has heen iong known 
to that claſs of men whoſe ſafety depends upon 
ſecreſy, though hitherto applied chiefly in petty 
cheats and ſlight tranſactions, I do not ſee that 
it can much advance the reputation of regal 
underſtanding, or indeed that it can add more 


to 
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to the ſafety, than it takes away from the wo 
nour, of him that ſhall adopt it. 


Tur queen, in her anſwer, after charging the 
King of Pruſſia with breach of the treaty of 
Breſlaw, and obſerving how much her ene- 
mies will exult to ſee the peace now the third 
time broken by him, declares— 


THAT ſhe had no intention to injure the 
rights of the electors, and that ſhe calls in 


que:tion not the event, but the manner of the 
election. 


THAT ſhe had ſpared the Emperor's troops 
with great tenderneſs, and that they were 
driven out of the empire only becauſe they 
were in the ſervice of France. 


THAT ſhe is fo far from diſturbing the 


peace of the empire, that the only commo- 
tions now raiſe in it, are the effect of the ar- 
mameuts of the King of Pruſſia. 


NoTHING is more tedious than public re- 
cords, When they relate to affairs which by 
diſtance of time or place loſe cheir power to 
intereſt 
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intereſt the reader. Every thing grows little, 
as it grows remote; and of things thus dimi= 
niſhed, it is ſufficient to ſurvey the aggregate, 
without a minute examination of the parts. 


Ir is eaſy to perceive, that if the King of 
Pruſſia's reaſons be ſufficient, ambition or ani- 
molity can never want a plea for violence and 
invaſion. What he charges upon the Queen of 
Hungary, the waſte cf countries, the expul- 
ſion of the Bavarians, and the employment of 
for-1gn troops, is the unavoidable confequence 
of a war inflamed on either ſide to the utmoſt 
violence. All theſe grievances ſubſiſted when 
he made the peace, and therefore they could 
very little juſtify it's breach. 


IT is true, that every prince of the empire is 
obliged to ſupport the Imperial dignity, and 
athſt the Emperor when his rights are vio- 
lated. And every ſubſequent contract muſt be 
underſtood in a ſenſe confiſtent with former 
obligations: nor had the king power to make a 
peace on terms contrary that conſtitution by 
which he held a place among the Germanic 
eleftors. But he could have eaſily diſcovered, 
that not the Emperor, but the Duke of Ba- 


varia, 
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varia, was the queen's enemy, not the admi- 


niſtrator of the imperial power, but the claim- 


ant of the Auſtrian dominions. Nor did his 
allegiance to the Emperor, ſuppoſing the 
Emperor injured, oblige him to more than a 
ſuccour of ten thouſand men. But ten thou- 
ſand men could not conquer Bohemia, and 
without the conqueſt of Bohemia he could re- 
ccive no reward for the zeal and fidelity which 
he fo loudly profeſſed. 


Tus ſucceſs of this enterprize he had taken 
all poſſible precaution to ſecure. He was to 
invade a country guarded only by the faith of 
treaties, and therefore left unarmed, and unpro- 
vided of all defence. He had engaged the 
French to attack Prince Charles before he 
ſhould repaſs the Rhine, by which the Au- 
ſtrians would at leaſt have been hindered from 
a ſpeedy march into Bohemia: they were like- 
wiſe to yield him ſuch other aſſiſtance as he 
might want. 


- ReLyYING, therefore, upon the promiſes of 
tae French, he reſolved to attempt the ruin of 
the Houle of Auſtria; and in Auguſt 1744, 
broke into Bohemia, at the head of an hundred 

and 
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and four thouſand men. When he entered the 
country, he publiſhed a proclamation, pro- 
miſing, that his army ſhould obſerve the 
ſtricteſt diſcipline, and that thoſe who made 
no reſiſtance ſhould be ſuffered to remain at 
quiet in their habitations. He required that 
all arms, in the cuſtody of whomſoever they 
might be placed, ſhould be given up, and put 
into the hands of public officers. He ſtill de- 
clared himſelf to act only as an auxiliary to the 
Emperor, and with no other deſign than to 
 eftabliſh peace and tranquillity throughout 
Germany, his dear country. 


In this proclamation there is one paragraph 
of which I do not remember any precedent, 
He threatens, that if any peaſant ſhall be 
found with arms, he ſhall be hanged without 
further enquiry ; and that if any lord ſhall 
connive at his vaſſals keeping arms in their 


cuſtody, his village ſhall be reduced to aſhes. 


IT is hard to find upon what pretence the 
King of Pruſſia could treat the Bohemians as 
criminals, for preparing to defend their native 
country, or maintain their allegiance to their 
lawful fovereign againſt an invader, whether 
L be 
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he appears principal or auxihary, whether he 
profeſſes to intend tranquillity or confuſion. 


His progreſs was ſuch as gave great hopes 
to the enemies of Auſtria; like Cæſar, he con- 
quered as he advanced, and met with no oppo- 
ſition till he reached the walls of Prague. The 
indignation and reſentment of the Queen of 
Hungary may be eaſily conceived; the alliance 
of Francfort was now laid open to all Europe, 
and the partition of the Auſtrian dominions 
was again publicly projected. They were to 
be ſhared among the Emperor, the King of 
Prutlia, the Elector Palatine, and the Landgrave 
of Heſſe. All the powers of Europe who had 
dreamed of controuling France, were awaken- 
ed to their former tercors; all that had been 
done was now to be done again; and every 
court, from the Straits of Gibraltar to the 
Frozen Sea, was filled with exultation or ter- 
ror, with ſchemes of conqueſt, or precautions 
for defence. 


THe king, delighted with his progreſs, and 
expecting, like other mortals elated with ſuc- 
ceſs, that his proſperity could not be interrupt- 
ed, continued iis march, and began, in the 

latter 
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latter end of September, the ſiege of Prague. 
He had gained ſeveral of the outer poſts, when 
he was informed that the convoy which at- 
tended his artillery was attacked by an unex- 
pected party of the Auſtrians. The king went 
immediately to their aſſiſtance with the third 
part of his army, and found his troops put to 
flight, and the Auſtrians haſting away with 
his cannons: ſuch a loſs would have diſabled 
him at once. He fell upon the Auſtrians, 
whoſe number would nct enable them to with- 
ſtand him, recovered his artillery, and having 
alſo defeated Bathiani, raiſed his batteries, and 
there being no artillery to be played againſt 
dim, he deſtroyed a great part of the city. He 
then ordered four attacks to be made at once, 
and reduced the beſieged to ſuch extremities 
that in fourteen days the governar” was ob] iged 
to yield the place. 


RJ | 
AT the tack commanded by Schwerin, a 


grenadier is reported to have mounted the baſ- 
tion alone, and to have defended himſelf for 
ſome time with his ſword, till his followers 
mounted after him; for this act of bravery 
the king made him a lieutenant, and gaye him 
a patent of nobility. 


1 2 NoTHING 
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Nor Hix now remained but that the Au- 
ſtrians ſhould lay aſide all thought of invading 
France, and apply their whole power to their 
own defence. Prince Charles, at the firſt news 
of the Pruſſian invaſion, prepared to repaſs the 
Rhine. This the French, according to their 
contract with the King of Pruſſia, ſhould have 
attempted to hinder; but they knew by expe- 
rience that the Auſtrians would not be beaten 
without reſiſtance, and that reſiſtance always 
incommodes an aflailant. As the King of 
Pruſſia rejoiced in the diſtance of the Auſtrians, 


whom he conſidered as entangled in the French 


territories; the French rejoiced in the neceſſity 
of their return, and pleaſed themſelves with 
the proſpect of eaſy conqueſts, while powers, 
whom they conſidered with equal malevo- 
lence, ſhould be employed i in maſſacring each 
other. 


PRINCE Charles took the opportunity of 
bright moonſhine to repaſs the Rhine; and 
Noailles, who had early intelligence of his mo- 
tions, gave him very little diſturbance, but 
contented himfelf with attacking the rear- 
guard, and when they retired to the main body 
ceaſed his purſuit, 


THE 


ſtr 
tl 


_ FAY wag Ps} PTY PA — — a OS 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, T7 


Tux king, upon the reduction of Prague, 
truck a medal, which had on one fide a plan of 
the town, with tiis inſcription— 
4 


PRAGUE TAKEN BY THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1744; 
FOR THE THIRD TIME IN THREE YEARS. 


On the other fide were two verſes, in which 
he prayed, that his conqueſts might produce 
peace. He then marched forward with the 
rapidity which conſtitutes his military cha- 
rater, took poſſeſſi n of almoſt all Bohemia, 


and began to talk of entering Auſtria and be- 
ſieging Vienna. 

Tur queen was not yet wholly without re- 
ſource. The Elector of Saxony, whether in- 
vited or not, was not compriſed in the union 
of Franctort; and as-every ſovereign is gro- 
ing leſs. as his next neighbour is growing 
greater, he could not heartily wiſh ſucceſs to 
a confederacy whichwas to aggrandizethe other 
powers of Germany. The Pruflians gave 
him likewiſe a particular and immediate pro- 
vocation to oppoſe them; for when they de- 
parted to the conqueſt of Bohemia, with «ll 

. the 


7% MEMNTRS OF TRE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


the elation of imaginary ſucceſs, they paſſed 
through his dominions with unlicenſed and 
contemptuous diſdain of his authority. As 
the approach of Prince Charles gave a ncw 
proſpect of events, he was eaſily perſuaded to 
enter into an alliance with the queen, whom 
he furniſhed with a very large body of troops. 


Trz King of Pruſſia having left a garriſon 
in Prague, which he commanded to put the 
burghers to de:th if they left their houſes in 
the night, went orward to take the other 
towns and fortreſſes, expecting, perhaps, that 
Prince Charles would be interrupted in his 
march ; but the French, though they appeared 
to follow him, either could not or would not 
overtake him. | 2 | 


In a ſhort time, by marches preſſed on with 
the utmoſt eagerneſs, - Charles reached Bo- 
hemia, leaving the Bavarians to regain the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the waſted plains of their country, 
which their enemies, who ſtill kept the ſtrong 
places, might again ſeize at will. At the ap- 
proach of the Auſtrian army, the courage of 
the King of Pruſſia ſecmed to have failed him. 
He retired from poſt to poſt, and evacuated 

town 
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town after town, and fortreſs after fortreſs, 
without reſiſtance, or appearance of reſiſtance, 
as if he was reſigning them to the rightful 
owners. 


a 


IT might have been expected that he ſhould 
have made ſome effort to ſecure Prague; but 
after a faint attempt to diſpute the paſſage of 
the Elbe, he ordered his garriſon of eleven 
thouſand men to quit the place. They left 
behind them their magazines and heavy artil- 
lery, among which were ſeven pieces of remark- 
able excellence, called The Seven Electors. 
But they took with them their field cannon, | 
and a great humber of carriages laden with 
ſtores and plunder, which they were forced to 
leave in their way to the Saxons and Auſtrians 
that harraſſed their march. They at laſt en- 
tered Silefia with the loſs of about a thicd part. 


Tux King of Pruffia ſuffered much in his 
retreat; for beſides the military ſtores, which 
he left every where behind him, even to the 
cloaths of his troops, there was a want of pro- 
viſions in his army, and conſequently frequent 
deſertions and many diſeaſes; and a ſoldier 
lick or killed was equally loſt to a flying army. 

| At 
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Ar laſt he re-entered his own territories, 
and having ſtationed his troops in places of te. 
curity, returned for a time to Berlin, where he 
forbade all to ſpeak either ill or well of the i 
campaign. 


To what end ſuch a prohibition could con- 

duce, it is difficult to diſcoyer : there is no lf 

| country in which men can be forbidden to 
know what they know, and what is univerſally | 

known may as well be ſpoken. It is true, a 

that in popular governments ſeditious dis- 

courſes may inflame the vulgar, but in ſuch 
governments they cannot be reſtrained, and in 
abſolute monarchies they are of little effect. 


Wu the Pruſſians invaded Bohemia, and 
| this whole nation was fired with reſentment, 
1 the King of England gave orders in his palace 
that none .ſhould mention his nephew with 
diſreſpect; by this command he maintained 
the decency neceſſary between princes, with- 
outenforcing, and probably without expecting, 


obedience but in his own prefence. 
A 


Tu King of Pruſſia's edict regarded only 
himſelf, and therefore it is difficult to tell what 


Was 
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was his motive, unleſs he intended to ſpare 
himſelf the mortification of abſurd and illibe- 
ral flattery, which to a mind ſtung with diſ- 
grace muſt have been in the higheſt degree 
painful and diſguſting. 


MoDERATION in proſperity is a virtue very 
difficult to all mortals; forbearance of revenge, 
when revenge is within reach, is ſcarcely ever 
to be found among princes. Now was the 
time when the Queen of Hungary might per- 
haps have made peace on her own terms, but 
keenneſs of reſentment, and arrogance of ſuc- 
ceſs, with-held her from the due uſe of the 
preſent opportunity. It is ſaid that the King 
of Pruſlza, in his retreat, ſent letters to Prince 
Charles, which were ſuppoſed to contain ample 
conceſſions, but were ſent back unopened. 
The King of England offered likewiſe to me- 
diate between them, but his propoſitions were 
rejected at Vienna, where a. reſolution was 
taken not only to revenge the interruption of 
their ſucceſs on the Rhine by the recovery of 
Sileſia, but to reward the Saxons for their ſca- 
ſonable help, by giving them part of the Pruſ- 
ſian domin'ons, 


M IN 
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In the beginning of the year 1745 died the 
Emperor Charles of Bavaria, the treaty of 
Francfort was conſequently at an end, and the 
King of Pruſſia being no longer able to main- 
tain the character of auxiliary to the Emperor, 
and having avowed no other reaſon for the war, 
might have honourably withdrawn his forces, 
and on his own principles have complied with 
terms of peace: but no terms were offered 
him; the queen purſued him with the utmoſt 
ardour of hoſtility, and the French leit him to 
his own conduct, and his own deſtiny. 


His Bohemian conqueſts were already loſt, 
and he was now chaſed back into Sileſia, where, 
at the beginning of the year, the war conti- 
nued in an equilibration by alternate loſſes and 
advantages. In April, the Elector of Bavaria 
ſ-eing his dominions over-run by the Au- 
ſtriaus, and receiving very little ſfuccour from 
the French, made a peace with the Queen of 
Hungary upon eaſy conditions, and the Au- 


ſtrians had more troops to employ againſt 
Pruſſia. 


Bur the revolutions of war will not ſuffer 
human preſumption to remain long unchecked. 


The 
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The peace of Bavaria was ſcarcely concluded, 
when the battle of Fontenoy was loſt, and ll 
the allies of Auſtria called upon her to exert 
her utmoſt power for the preſervation of the 
Low Countries; and a few diys after the loſs 
at Fontenoy, the firſt battle between the Pruſ- 
fians and the combined army of Auſtrians and 
Saxons was fought at Niedburg in Sileſia. 


TRE particulars of this battle were variouſly 
reported by the different parties, and publiſhed 
in the journals of that time; to tranſcribe them 
would be tedious and uſeleſs, becauſe accounts 
of battles are not eaſily underſtood, and be- 
cauſe there are no means of determining to 
which of the relations credit ſhould be given. 
It is ſufficient that they all end in claiming or 
allowing a compleat victory to the King of 
Pruſſia, who gained all the Auſtrian artillery, 
killed four thouſand, took ſeven thouſand pri- 
ſoners, with the loſs, according to the Pruſſian 
narrative, of only ſixteen hundred men. 


He now advanced again into Bohemia, 
where, however, he made no great progreſs. 
The Queen of Hungary, though defeated, was 
not ſubdued. She poured in her troops from 
M2 all 
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all parts to the reinforcement of Prince Charles, 
and determined to continue the ſtruggle with 
all her power. The king ſaw that Bohemia 
was an unpleafing and inconvenient theatre of 
war, in which he ſhould be ruined by a miſ- 
carriage, and ſhould get little by a victory. 
Saxony was left defenceleſs, and if it was con- 
quered might be plundered. 


He therefore publiſhed a declaration againft 
the EleQor of Saxony; and, without waiting iſ 
for reply, invaded his dominions. This inva- Wl 
ſion produced another battle at Standentz, 
which ended, as the former, to the advantage 
of the Pruſſians. The Auſtrians had ſome 
advantage in the beginning; and their irregular Þ 
troops, who are always daring, and always ra- 
venous, broke into the Pruſſian camp, and 
carried away the military cheſt. But this was 
eaſily repaired by the ſpoils of Saxony. 


Tur Queen of Hungary was {till inflexible, 
and_ hoped that fortune would at laſt change. 
She recruited once more her army, and pre- 
pared to invade the territories-of Brandenburg 
but the King of Pruſſia's activity prevented all 
her deſigns. One part of his forces ſeized 
Leiplic, 
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Leipſic, and the other once more defeated the 
Saxons; the King of Poland fled from his do- 
minions, Prince Charles retired into Bohemia. 
The King of Pruſſia entered Dreſden as a 
conqueror, exacted very ſevere contributions 
from the whole country, and the Auſtrians and 
Saxons were at laſt compelled to receive from 
him ſuch a peace as he would grant. He im- 
poſed no ſevere conditions, except the payment 
of the contributions; made no new claim of 
dominions; and, with the Elector Palatine, ac- 
knowledged the Duke of Tulicany for Em- 
peror.* 


Tre 


* This moderation in the King of Prufia, when it is ac- 
knowledged he might have made his own terms, by ne 
means favours the idea that he had entered into the wer 
from mere mercenary motives. It ſeems idle to ſay, that 
he was not, as a Prince of the Empire, obliged to go fo 
far: where a ma, however miſtaken, feels it his duty to 
give any aſſiſtance at all, he is bound in honour to make 
that aſſiſtance as effectual as poſſible, without meanly reſort- 
ing to the dead letter of any agreement, while his heart 
tells him the vital ſpirit of the original compact ſtill remains 
unſatisfied. Had Dr. Johnſon been equally well diſpoſed, the 
decifive part which the King of Pruſſia on this occaſion took, 
might have furniſhed a much happier ſubject for panegyrick 
than it has done for cenſure. But all the world had agreed 
to conſider the King of Pruſſia as a moſt exalted character; 


and 
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THe lives of princes, like the hiſtories of 
nations, have their periods, We ſhall here 
ſuſpend our narrative of the King of Pruſſia, 
who was now at the height of human great- 
neſs, giving laws to his enemies, and courted 
by all the powers of Europe. 


and Dr. Johnſon, who ſometimes choſe to differ from the 
reſt of the world, for no better reaſon than becauſe he was 
determined to be ſingular, fat down to pen theſe memoirs 
in that frame of mind, and was conſequently reſolved to 
lower him. To this only can be aſcribed the egregious 
prejudice ſo often manifeſt ; and which, though it has oc- 
caſionally given riſe to the moſt captivating general but 
miſapplied remarks, can never ceaſe to detract from the 
purity of that biographical excellence which, ſterling as it 
{till remains, it were greatly to be wiſhed had admitted 
a leſs unamiable alloy. 
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KING or PRUSSIA. 


PART I. 
BY MR. HARRISON. 


- ihe OUGH the firſt part of theſe Me- 
moirs was written by Dr. Johnſon in 
the year 1756, they do not appear to have 
been brought lower than the treaty of Dreſden, 
in17453 or, at fartheſt, that of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, which two years afterwards gave peace 
to Europe. | 


Taz King of Pruſſia, during the ſhort in- 
tervals of peace which he had hitherto ſince 
his acceſſion enjoyed, never failed to exert him- 
ſelf for the improvement of his country, and 
the conſequential felicity of his ſubjects. In 
the more laſting tranquillity which his valour 
had now obtained him, he ſeemed reſolved to 
convince the world, that it was poſlible for a 
great ſovereign to excite as much admiration 
by his prudent and ſkilful conduct in the mild 

1 and 
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and amiable arts of peace, as could poſſibly be 
obtained from the moſt brilliant ſucceſs in the 
dreadtul but neceſſary operations of war, 
; 4 
IIe invited into his dominions men of 
learning, and ingenious artiſts, of all deſcrip- 
tions, and of every nation; he converted the 
ruinous edifice at Potzdam, the diſgraceful re- 
ſidence of his deceaſed father, into a magnifi- 
cent and ſplendid palace; he enlarged and im- 
proved the town of Potzdam, and the city of 
Berlin, where he erected many noble public 
buildings, and formed a variety of national and 
© beneficial eſtabliſhments; he peopled the waſte 
lands and deſarts, making upwards of three 
hundred towns and villages ariſe, as by en- 
chantment, on ſites which had for ages been 
mere noxious and unproductive marſhes, till 
drained, cleared, and cultivated, by his great 
N:ill and perſeverance; he amended defective 
Jaws, made commercial regu'ations, and ci- 
vilized and polithed the rudenets and barbariſm 


of his people: in ſhort, he increaſed, by all 

poſſible means, the convenicnces and comforts 

of his numerous ſubjects; and cultivated, in 

3 himſelf, by way of relaxation, thoſe elegant 
| arty 
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arts in which he was ſo admirably well quali- 
fied to ſhine. 


AwonG other ingenious men whom the 
king at this period invited to partake of his 
protection, he was unfortunate enough to pre- 
vail on Voltaire to reſide with him at Potzdam. 
The monarch's attachment to literature, and 
his too great veneration of that volatile philo- 
ſopher's abilities, had frequently led him to 
wiſh that he might become the patron of ſuch 
tranſcendent genius. He probably hoped to 
hive made the Pruſſian court eminent for en- 
couraging men of letters; and thus more ra- 
pidly to have ſpread ſcience through his own 
country, as well as to attract the reſpe& of 
other nations, by rivalling their intellectual 
ſtrength with an eclat equal to that with which 
he had hitherto oppoſed their corporeal force. 
But he ſoon found the deluſion of this agree- 
able theory. An union of learned men, it is 
true, muſt inevitably effect wonders; but that 
union, however defirable, is ſeldom to be ex- 
pected. The pride of ſuperiority is prevalent 
in every breaſt, though the claim of equality 
may alone iſſue from the lips; whoever en- 

N croaches 
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croaches on what one has been accuſtomed to 
conſider as his own department of ſcience, 
never fails to meet the envy or reſentment of 
his antagoniſt; the grave philoſopher coniiders 
the gay one as frivolous and ſuperficial, and 
the gay philoſopher eſtcems the grave one as 
dull and abſtracted: thus they all deem them- 
ſelves rivals; and, like all rivals, are con- 
ſtantly meditating attacks againſt each other, 
or engaged in actual hoſtilities. This was re- 
markably the caſe on the preſent occaſion. 
The king had already, under his immediate 
patronage, the celebrated Maupertuis; and, 
what was ſtill worſe, that philoſopher had been 
appointed Preſident of the Academy of Sciences 
at Berlin. Voltaire, too, had an appointment; 
more profitable, no doubt, but it was not to 
preſide over ſcience, nor did it take away from 
Maupertuis the power of doing ſo: conſe- 
quently, it was impoſſible he ſhould be quite 
fatisfied, though he had a ſalary of twenty 
thouſand livres, or eight hundred guineas, a 
year, annexed to the title of the King's Cham- | 
| berlain. Voltaire coveted the fituation of 
Maupertuis, and Maupertuis ſickened for the 
falary of Voltaire. "Shop were perpetually 
IN wrangling; 
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wrangling; and the king, in his convivial hours, 
for a long time enjoyed the pleaſantries which 
originated from the bickerings of his philoſo- 
phical gueſts, and in Which he not unfrequent- 
ly condeſcended to join. By degrees, however, 
theſe amuſements became leis entertaining: 
animoſity increaſed, wit diminiſhed; and the 
conteſt, at length, grew at once ſcrious and 
diſguſting. The parties were leſs pleated with 
each other; petulance and ill-nature ſucceeded 
to pleaſantry and good-humour; and it is more 
than probable, that thoſe who had been fo 
anxious to come together, were now impatient 
for ſome event which might ſpeedily produce 
a final ſeparation. Voltaire was told that the 
King had ſpoken freely of his character and 
conduct; the King, that Voltaire had dropped 
diſreſpectful ſpeeches about him and his literary 
productions; and Maupertuis heard every where 
that his. peculiarities were perpetually repre- 
ſented in ludicrous points of view by the ma- 
licious wit of his brother philoſopher. No- 
thing is more certain, than that the beſt friends 
may be eaſily divided by a buſy tatler, even 
where the parties are equally * orthy, and the 
buſy-body tells only the truth; but a buſy- 
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body is ſeldom very remarkable for an extra- 
ordinary attachment to veracity, and few friends 
areuniiormly worthy: and thus are nine-tenths 
of the world made continualry out of humour 
with each other. This is an axiom in morals 
which the reader may eaſily improve. 


IT is not, perhaps, at this inſtant. known, 
after all that the world has been peſtered with 
reſpecting the differences between the King ol 
Pruſſia and Voltaire, whether the haſty depar- 
ture of that extraordinary man from the 
Pruſſian dominions was occafioned by theſe 
trivial diſputes and impertinences; by the de- 
tection of ſome diſhonourable and mercenary 
tranſactions in his office of Chamberlain; or 
by a ditcovery that the philoſopher, while often- 
fibly and honourably employed in promoting 
the arts of peace, was ſecretly and baſely en- 
gaged in political intrigues, pregnant with the 
ſeeds of a future war againſt his generous bene- 
factor, at the inſtance of a court which has ever 
been notorious for encouraging the blackeſt 
perfidy. Indeed, all theſe teaſons are, by ſome 
intelligent perſons, ſuppoſed to have conjunc- 
tively operated in as ths diſgrace. 
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VoLTAIRE's reſidence in Pruſſia was of no 
very long duration: he went thither in June 
1750, and quitted it early in the year 1753. 
The King, whatever had been Voltaire's fault, 
is known to have generouſly forgiven him: 
but Voltaire, like inferior aggreſſors, never 
ceaſed to hate the perſon whom he had once de- 
ſcended to injure. It would, however, be per- 
haps doing ſome injuſtice to his memory, al- 
ready enough loaded with ovloquy, to conſider 
him as the real author of «ll the deteſteele li- 
bels on the character of the King of Pruſſia, 
which have been lately obtruded on the world 
under the ſanction of his name. 


THE harmony which before Voltaire's ar- 
rival had conſtantly ſubſiſted in the court of 
Potzdam, was very ſoon reſtored by his abſence; 
and the king gained ſome valuable exp*rience, 
to compenſate for the mortifications he had felt 
from the temporary interruption of his felicity. 
His exertions for the advantage of his country 
never once ſlackened; he was unwearied in his 
attentions; and he had every day the happineſs 
to behold his ſubjects grow more comfortable 


in themſelves, and more reſpectable in the eyes 
of ſurrounding nations. 


THESE 


94 MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


Tusk laudable puriuits, however, were 
too ſoon interrupted by the renewal of war, 
that cruel deſtroyer of the arts. 


So early as the beginning of the year 1749, 
the king had been apprehenſive, from the diſ- 
poſitions of certain northern powers, and the 
intrigues of the French cabinet, that the tran- 
quillity of Europe was likely to be again in- 
vaded. Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, and Au- 
ſtria, as well as France, were all making war- 
like preparations; and even England, not very 
remarkable for early penetrating the deſigns of 
inſidious neighbours, had already taken the 
alarm. It was not for a monarch of the King 
of Pruſſia's vigilance and activity to remain 
idle amidſt ſo many hoſtile arrangements; he 
accordingly kept an army of 150,000 men in 
conſtant readincis to march, and publiſhed the 
following expoſition of his motives That he 
conſidered peace and union among the princes 
of Europe, as the chief happineſs to which 
they can afpire, and had therefore greatly re- 
Joiced to.ſee the foundations of that deſirable 
ſtate laid by the contracting parties in the late 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle—that nothing more 
was 
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was wanting to render this happineſs univerſal, 
than the diſperſion of thoſe clouds which ſeemed 
to be gathering in the north, and the effects of 
which he had laboured as much as poſſible to 
prevent—that thoſe clouds, nevertheleſs, were 
fill louring, and gave reaſon to apprehend, 
they might produce ſome event capable of dit- 
turbing the tranquillity of the north, unleſs 
Divine Providence ſhould preſerve Europe from 
this diſaſter that the extraordinary move- 
ents made in the dominions of ſome neigh- 
ouring powers, and the armaments and pre- 
parations carrying on there, ſufficiently evinced 
thoſe powers to be filled with ſimilar appre- 
henſions—that it became the prud:nce of ſo- 
ereigns, when they beheld events likely in 
their conſequences to influence the peace 
df their dominions, to take long beforehand the 
eceſſary precautions againſt any ſudden ſur- 
prize —and that, on theſe accounts, he had 
Judged it expedient not to loſe any time in 
making ſuch diſpoſitions with the army, as 
might beſt ſerve to keep at a diftance ſrom 
his country all the unforeſeen dangers likely 


otherwiſe to moleſt the repoſe of his faithful 
ſubjects. 


THESE 
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THrtse black clouds, however, which then 
menaced Europe, were ſoon happily blown 
over; and, perhaps, the air and ſpirit of this de- 
claration ſerved in a great meaſure to diſperi: 
them. Bat though clouds may for a while be 


diſperſed, they will generally again form; col- 


lect in greater force; and, at length, violently 
deſcend, not unfrequently on the very ſpot 


from whence they were originally driven. 


Tre king, however engaged in peaceful 
arrangements, neglected no opportunity to ob- 
tain the beſt intelligence reſpecting the true diſ- 
poſitions of the Empreſs Queen and her allies; 
and he at length diſcovered, by means and at 
a period alike inſcrutable, that the treaty en- 
te ed into between the courts of Vienna and 
Peterſburg, ſo long ſince as May 1746, 
oſtenſibly with no other view than an innocent 
and mutual defence of each other, contained in 
reality ſome concealed articles extremely hoſtil: 
to his majeſty. The King of Poland, too, had 
been prevailed on to become a party in this ſe- 
cret league; though the proximity of his ſitua- 
tion to ſo formidable an enemy, and his paſt 
experience how truly formidable that enemy 
was, had obliged him to decline adding his lg: 

: nature, 
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nature, the formality of which was diſpenſed 
with by the confederated powers, who never- 
theleſs agreed that he ſhould receive his propor- 
tionate ſhare in the eventual partition of the 
pruſſian dominions. 


Ir was probably about the time of this diſ- 
covery, that the court of London, without the 
ſmalleſt knowledge of any ſuch tranſaction, 
had entered into a ſubſidiary treaty with Ruſſia 
for the protection of Hanover, then ſtrongly 
menaced by France. 


Tas treaty, which was concluded in the 
year 1755, conſiderably alarmed the King of 
Pruſſia; and he immediately ſignified to all the 
courts of Europe his determined refolution to 
oppoſe the entrance of all foreign troops into 
the empire, under any pretence whatſoever. 


Tuus the motives of the King of Pruſſia, 
and thoſe of his Britannick majeſty, though 
ariling from different cauſes, came out to be 
exactly the ſame; the former being as appre- 
henſive of the Ruſſians, as the latter of the 
French: and this coincidence of ſentiments 
brought on a negociation, which ended in the 
5 1 famous 
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famous treaty of January 17 56, between Great 
Britain and Pruſſia; followed, in a few months, 
by that between the courts of Verſailles, 
Vienna, and Peterſburg, which made ſuch an 
extraordinary revolution in the publick aſpect 
of European politicks, and laid the founda- 
tion of the ſucceeding dreadful war, 


LARGE atmaments were now prepared by 
the Empreſs-queen in Bohemia and Moravia, 
and lines of Hungarians and Croatians poſted 
on the frontiers of Sileſia; a conſiderable body 
of Ruſſians were marched towards Courland; 
and the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, 
under the pretence of a mere military amuſe- 
ment, r2if-d in that country an army of 16,000 
men, to ſecure the ſtrong and important pals 
of Pirna. | 


Tur King of Pruſſia ſaw plainly what was 
intended by theſe arrangements; and, detach- 
ingafew regiments into Pomerania, putting his 
fortreſſes in Sileſia into a ſtate of defence againſt 
any ſudden attack, and marching ſome troops 
towards his provinces in Weſtphalia, he de- 
manded clear and categorical anſwers from 
the court of Vienna reſpecting the warlike 
' preparations that were going forward, with 3 
poſitive 
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poſitive aſſurance that no-hoſtile attack tThould 
be made on his territories either in that or the 
ſucceeding year; hinting, at the ſame time, 
that he was by no means unapprized of the 
ſecret league with the court of Peterſburg. 


To theſe reaſonable and. judicious requiſi- 
tions, the King of Pruflia received only equi- 
vocal and haughty replies; and he reſolved in- 
ſtantly to begin the war which he now conſi- 
dered as inevitable. 


BEING always in readineſs for action, from 
the peculiar excellence of the Pruſſian diſci- 
pline, he loſt not another moment in marching 
a powerful army towards Saxony. 


Tx1s vigorous ſtep taken that his enemies 
might perceive he was not unprepared for war, 
he thought it adviſable to convince the world 
that he was as little diſinclined to peace. His 
miniſter was now inſtructed ogce more to apply 
to the court of Vienna; with aſſurances that, 
though he had already taken the field, he would 
instantly recal his forces, on receiving a clear 
and ſolemn declaration, that there was no de- 
ſign to invade his dominions. | 

H 2 HAPPY 
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Harry might it have been for Europe, if the 
Empreſs-queen, already too fatally experienced 
inall the ſhocking calamities and horrors of war, 
had at this critical junCture poſſeſſed ſufficient 
true magnanimity to have abandoned her ſecret 


deſigns; and thus averted thoſe calamities and 


horrors which ſo many of her own ſubjects, 
as well as thoſe of her allies, and their power- 


ful rivals, were by her haughty and obdurate 
conduct long deſtined to feel 


HR reply was again groſsly equivocal, and 
the King of Pruſſia proceeded with his army. 


Tnovon there is, it muſt be acknowledged, 
the utmoſt reaſon to ſuppoſe, that the King of 
Pruſſia, on his firſt marching for Saxony, in- 
tended to ſeize on a country which, from it's 
contiguity to his Brandenburg dominions, 
would at once have furniſhed a dangerous and. 
continual inlet for the-corffederates, and proved 
an effectual barrier againſt his own deſigns 
on Bohemia—while the poſſeſſion of it not only 
prevented all apprehenſions from an enemy fo 
domeſtick, but opened a ready way into Bohe- 
mia, and ſecured a fate retreat for his army 
from the conſequences of any miſcarriage—he 

affected 
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affected only to demand from the King of Po- 
land, as Elector of Saxony, a free paſſage for 
his troops into Bohemia, rendered abſolutely 
neceſſary by the behaviour of the court of 
Vienna, without appearing to be in the ſmalleſt 
degree acquainted with the political connections 
of that ſovereign. 


Taz King of Poland, who felt himſelf in 
an aukward fituation, conſcious as he was of the 
part which he had engaged to undertake in the 
confederacy, and equally conſcious of his own 

- inability to ſupport any refuſal of the preſent 
demand, gave only a temporiz ing verbal an- 

ſwer, with a promiſe to remit a more particular 
one in writing as ſoon as poſſible. 


In the mean time, juſtly apprehenſive of 
conſequences, he augmented his forces at Pirna 
= with all poſſible expedition; that he might be 
enabled to make a ſtand, in caſe of the worſt, 
dul his confederates ſhould have an GE 
= to relieve him. 


O 


Ar this period, there ſeems to have been a 
deſign to make England the tool of the confe- 
derates: for the written anſwer from the Kin g 


© of 
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of Poland was tranſmitted to his Pruſſian 
majeſty through the medium of Lord Stor- 
mont, the Britiſh miniſter. In this an- 
ſwer, or rather declaration, the King of Po- 
land ſtated—That he was greatly concerned 
to hear that ſuch differences had ariſen between 
the courts of Berlin and Vienna, as to give 
any occaſion for the Pruſſian troops to march 
into Bohemia ; that he did not, however, re- 
fuſe the requiſition of a paſſage for theſe troops, 
provided they obſerved ſtrict diſcipline, and 
were not permitted to do any damage in their 
march through his dominions; that he expect- 
ed to know at what time, through what place, 
and in what numbers, his troops were to pals, 
for the appointment of proper commiſſaries to 
direct them; that he hoped his Pruſſian majeſty, 


as a friend and good neighbour, would conſider 
the ſcarcity occaſioned by a bad harveſt, and 


cauſe ready money, and the market-price, to 
be paid for every thing wanted; that he truſted 
the ſtay of the troops would be as ſhort as 
poſſible: and concluded with aſſerting, that he 
had the ſtrongeſt reaſons to keep ſtedfaſtly to 
the treaty of Dreſden, in conformity to which 
he had aſſiduouſly cultivated the friendſhip of 


the neighbouring powers; that on this prin- 


ciple 


— 
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ciple he flattered himſelf the King of Pruſſia 
would reſt ſatisfied of his intention 26 79 take 
any part in the unhappy diſputes that had ariſen 
between his Pruſffian majeſty and the Empreſs- 
queen; and that theſe ſtrong aſſurances, which be 
had already ſeveral times given the Pruſſian mi- 
nifter, and now ſolemnly confirmed, ought to fa- 
tisfy his Pruſhan mzjeſty, and prevent his re- 
quiring any thing of the King of Poland, or his 
ſubjects, contrary to the liberty of a prince of the 
empire, vr that might oblige him to have recourſe 
to the great Germanic body, and the guarantees 


of the treaties of peace, for the due execution of 
thoſe treaties. 


Tre King of Pruſſia, already in poſſeſſion 
of the inimical agreement cf the court of Dreſ- 
den, with the Empreſs-queen and the Czarina,. 
was not to be duped by this fallacious declara- 
tion. He received very politely the Polith no- 
blemen who attended the delivery; heard their 
propoſals ; and immediately replied, that he de- 
fired nothing more than the neutrality ſo hand- 
ſomely propoſed by the King of Poland—to 
render that neutcality, however, leſs liable to 
miſconſtruction, it would be proper for the 
troops aſſembled at Pirna to be ſent back into 

| - Ma quarters; 


to MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


quarters; and, after this proof of ſincerity, he 
ſhould take pleaſure in ſhewing, by equality of 
condeſcenſion, an equal difpofition to give real 
marks 6f friendſhip for his Pcliſh majeſty, 


with whom he would then concert meaſures 


adapted to the exigencies of affairs. 


WH1LE this buſineſs was negociating, which 
turned out exactly as the King of Pruſſia ex- 
peed, he had taken ſuch preliminary ſteps as 
might beſt enable him to execute, without de- 
lay, his original plan of operations; and this, 
as already hinted, comprehended the ſeizure of 
Saxony. 


Tus was this unhappy country once more 
devoted to deſtruction; as much, perhaps, from 
the peculiarity of it's ſituation, as even the 
inſidious policy of it's imprudent ſovereign. 


Tur King of Pruſſia entered Saxony at the 
head of an army ſufficiently powerful to drive 
his Poliſh majeſty from his capital; of which, 
at all events, he was determined to get poſ- 
feſhon: nt doubting that he ſhould, by that 
means, among other advantages, be enabled to 
obtain the original of the confederacy againſt 
him, 


ON 
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O the firſt alarm of an actual invaſion, the 
King of Poland, with his two ſons, Xaverius 
and Charles, leaving the queen and the re- 
mainder of the royal family, had retired from 
Dreſden, as a place not ſufaciently tenable, to 
a camp deemed impregnable, in the vicinity of 
Pirna: this fituation, indeed, was the only one 
in his electorate, where an effectual ſtand could 
be made againſt a formidable enemy, and a 
communication at the ſame time preſerved with 


his ally the Queen of Hungary. 


Tue King of Pruſſia's operations had been 
calculated to prepare for this expected event, 
without loſing ſight of his primary intention 
to poſſeſs himſelf of Dreſden. All his arrange- 
ments, in the mean time, ſeemed directed to- 
wards Pirna; and even his chief commanders, 
who were on this occaſion only entruſted with 
temporary inſtructions, knew nothing of his de- 
ſign on that capital. 


A CONSIDERABLE army Was formed in 
Upper, and another in Lower Sileſia, to occupy 
the paſſes communicating with the circles of 
Bunczlaw and Konigin-Gratz, and a large 
body of troops was likewife aſſembled at 

Glatz. 
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 Glatz. Theſe diſpoſitions, ſo well calculated 
to cover Sileſia from any attempts of the Au- 
ſtrians, and enable the King of Pruſſia to ad- 
vance into Bohemia uninterrupted, were moſt 
judiciouſly planned to keep the attention of the 
enemy on a remote and fallacious object, while 
the main army was actually employed in 
ſurprizing Dreſden, and reducing every un- 
tenable place to the Pruſſian dominion. 


Wirz fo much caution had the King of 
Pruſſia proceeded in this buſineſs, that even 
Prince Ferdi:and of Brunſwick, who com- 
manded in chief the forces on the frontiers of 
Bohemia, had advanced as far as Gros-Kugel, 
before he received inſtructions to turn off for 
Leipſic, and take poſſeſſion of that city: nor, 

till he had actually poſſeſſed himſelf of Leipſic, 
did orders arrive for the continuation of his 
march along the Elbe, that he might get be- 
hind Pirna, cut off the avenues through which 
the Saxon army was ſupplied with proviſions, 
and prevent either a junction or any relief from 
the Auſtrians. 


A MANIFESTO had been publiſhed by the 
King of Pruſſia, on his firſt entering Saxony, 


pleading 
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pleading the neceſſity to which he was driven, 
of thus invading the hereditary domains ef the 
King of Poland with an armed force, by the 
equivocal conduct and dangerous views of the 
court of Vienna; and proteſting, in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, that nothing ſhould have in- 
duced him to take ſuch dilagreeable meatures, 
had he not been obliged to purſue them by the 
laws of war, under the danger of the preſent 
combinations, and the abſolute neceſſity of pro- 
viding for the defence of his own dominicns; 
that he ſtill entertained no hoſtile intentions 
againſt his Poliſh majeſty; that his troops by 
no means entered as enemies; and that he ar- 
dently wiſhed for the happy moment when he 
might be enabled to reſtore the publick tran- 
quillity, and the King of Poland's hereditary 
dominions, which he was now compelled to 
ſeize as a neceſſary pledge for his own ſafety. 


Prince Ferdinand, in the name of his 
Pruſhan majeſty, made a ſimilar apology for 
his hoſtile viſit to Leipſic: but the ſubſequent 
conduct of the king, as well as of the prince, 
gave the unfortunate Saxons a dreadful proof 
now little reliance is to be placed on the pa- 
cifick proteſtations of the - moſt illuſtrious 
characters, 
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characters, when once they have reſorted to 
arms, 


Tun King of Pruſſia entered Dreſden with- 
out oppaſition, and an officer waited on the 
Queen of Poland with the ſtrongeſt aſſurances 
of ſecurity and reſpe& for her perſon and fa- 
mily: bur ſoon afterwards the ſame gentleman 
returned, with a peremptory demand of the 
keys of all the royal archives, cabinets, and 
treaſures; and the queen, in fpite of every re- 
monſtrance to divert his Pruſhan majeſty from 
ſuch unprecedented violence in her own palace, 
was at length forced to ſubmit. 


Tux miniſters of ſtate, and members of the 
Saxon council, were informed that the King of 
Pruſſia had no occaſion for their ſervices, but 
would ſelect proper perſons to diſcharge their 
reſpective ſituations: and Baron Wyllach, now 
appointed the Pruſſian governor of Dreſden, 
made priſoners of a'l the Saxon officers in that 
city, whom he obliged to ſwear that they 
would not ſerve againſt the king his maſter 
before. they could be releaſed; and tranfported 
to Magdeburg, down the river Elbe, all the ar- 
tillery, arms, and other military ſtores, which 

had 
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nad been privately laid up in the arſenal and ma- 
gazines of the capital. 


Tux operations of the Prince of Brunſwick 
W were exactly of the ſame complexion. The 
arſt proof of his friendſhip for the Saxons, 
Natter ſeizing on Leipſic, was manifeſted by an 

immediate proclamation for the inhabitants to 
W {:pply his army with proviſions, at a low rate, 
on pain of military execution: and this was 
followed, at the cloſe of the ſame day, by an 
order for the payment of all taxes and cuſtoms 
to the King of Pruſſia, an actual ſeizure of the 
cuſtom-houſe and exciſe- office, and an obliga- 
tion on the merchants to open their ſtores for 
the uſe of his army. 


Tux citadel of Wirtemburg was blown up, 
and Torgau ſtrongly fortified; the latter being 
made the ſeat of the Pruſſian government, 
W where the treaſure of the army was kept, and 
contributions and duties of all kinds were di- 
rected to be paid: and all the artillery, arms, 
and other milicary ſtores, found in the arſenals 
of Leipfic, Weiſenfels, and Zeſt, were tranſ- 

ported, like thoſe of Dreſden, to Magdeburg. 
| Tre 
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Tat King of Pruſſia, with an eye to the 
Saxon army, which was ſtationed juſt as he 
had expected, fixed his head-quarters at Seidlitz, 
within a few miles of Pirna; that he might be 
ready to intercept all convoys of proviſion: 
intended for the camp, and favour the opera- 
tions committed to Prince Ferdinand of Brunſ- 
wick, who had formed a chain with the royal 
ariny that extended on the right towards the 
frontiers of Bohemia, where he had ſeized the 
paſſes leading to the circles of Satzer and Leut- 
meritz, and taken poſt without reſiſtance. 


IN this dilemma, his Polith majeſty addreſſed 
all the courts of Europe for aſſiſtance; ſtating 
in a memorial, with many aggravations, the 
conduct of the King of Pruſſia, which really 
had little need of aggravation. 


SUCH violent tranſactions ſpread a general 
alarm: his Pruſhan majeſty was every Where 
ſtigmatized as an unprincipled robber; and the 
indignation of good men, of all countrics, 
was loudly againſt him, Even the King ot 
England, his faithful ally, unable to pene- 
trate the motives of ſuch extraordinary pro- 
ceedings, ſcrupled not to expreſs publicly 
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the moſt decided di ſapprobation of fo glaring 


an outrage. 


Tue King of Pruſſia now preſented a count- 
er memorial: in which he declared that theſe 
imputations were calumnies raiſed and aggra- 
vated without truth or decency; that nothing 
more than uſual taxes had been levied on the 
Saxons; that they had been fully paid for every 
thing they had furniſhed; and that the reſpect 
duc to the queen had not been violated by the 
demand of certain papers in the archives of 
ſtate, copies of which he had previouſly po 
ſeſſed, and only wanted the originals, that he 
might prove unanſwerably the plot long ago 
formed to ſtrip him, not only of Sileſia, which . 
the Empreſs-queen reſerved wholly for herſelf, 
but likewiſe of the dutchies of Magdeburg and 
Croſſen, and the circles of Zullichau, Cotbus, 


and Schwifus, which was the portion iatended 
tor the King of Poland, 


IJ 


Tus E unanſwerable proofs, the King of 
Pruſſia fortunately obtained on this occaſion, 
and ſhortly afterwards publiſhed them at large; 

a meaſure which fully eſtabliſhed him in the 
opinion of-the impartial, who now admired the 
wiſdom and policy of thoſe meaſures which 


they 
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they had before moft rigidly condemned. The 
proceedings had been violent; but violence, 
they perceived, had been neceſſary. 


Tuls was the language of impartiality ; but 
impartiality was not to be expected from the 
confederated powers, who had long meditated 
the deſtruction of his Pruſſian majeſty. 


FRANCE publiſhed a circular reſcript to al! 
foreign courts, ſtating that the King of Pruſſia, 
by his uſurpation of Saxony, had committed a 
molt flagrant breach of the publick peace, the 
treaty of Weſtphalia, all the laws and conſtitu- 
tions of the empire, and every tie by which the 
members of the Germanic body were united; 
that, in concert with the King of Great Britain, 
he had violated all laws, both human and di- 
vine, ſo that no meaſures ſhould be kept with 
thoſe powers, either by land or ſea; that his 
Pruflian majeſty was excluded all benefit from- 
any defenſive alliance, and that ſuch allies 
ought to join their arms with thoſe of France 
and her allies, in their united exertions to ſup- 
port the general intereſt of Europe, and give 
a proper ſanction to the mutual bond by which 
one nation 1s attached to another, 


Russ14, 
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Russ iA, betorethat power could poſſibly have 
heard what was tranſacting in Saxony, had 
taken up the cauſe of the Empreſs-queen, in a 
declaration, dated September 4, 1756; charg- 


= ing the King of Pruſſia with diſguſt at the 


treaty of Verſailles, and reproaching him with 
that of London, to which the Czarina aſcribed 
thoſe hoſtile preparations, on his part, that 
had, as ſhe contended, given rife to the war- 
like arrangements of the court of Vienna. The 
declaration then proceeded to ſtate, that the 
King of Pruſſia, without any thing to appre- 
hend from enemies hieb only exited in his own 
imagination, had demanded, from the court of 
Vienna, an unneceſſary explanation; adding, 
in a manner highly indecent, that if her an- 
{wer were not to his ſatisfaction, he proteſted 
before God he would not be anſwerable for 
the conſequences : and that, in conſideration 
of all theſe circumſtances, the Czarina could 
9 longer conceal her real ' ſentiments ; nor forbear 
ceclaring, that as ſhe cannot behold with indif- 
ference any attack on the dominions of her al- 
lies, particularly thoſe of the Empreſi-queen of 
Hungary, and the King of Poland, ſhe will fur- 
nith ſpeedy and powerful ſuccours to the party 
unjuſtly attacked, and will not think herſelf at 
I all 
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all reſponſible for the conſequences which the 


mengeing conduct of the King of Pruſſia may 
draw after it. 


Tur Emperor, engaged by his conſort to 
uſe every effort in his power for the preven- 
tion of the King of Pruſſia's progreſs, iſſued 
a decree, as head of the empire, admoniſhing 
and commanding him to withdraw his troops 
from Saxony, on pain of being proceeded againſt 
according to the laws of the Germanick conſtitu- 
tion. He then abſolved all the vaſſals of the 
empire in his Pruſſian majeſty's ſervice from 
their oath of fidelity, commanding them to 
quit the Pruſhan ſtandard; and, by a third de- 
cree, dated at Vienna, September 19, 1756, 
forbade all the princes, ſtates, and other mem- 
bers of the empire, to give him any kind of 
aſſiſtance, or permit their ſubjects to enliſt in 
his ſervice. Concluding, after an aggravated 
enumeration of all the violences ſtated in the 
Saxon memorial, with the following remark- 
able clauſe—* For theſe cauſes, we moſt ſeri- 
* ouſly enjoin and command your majeſty, as 
Elector of Brandenburg, by virtue of our 
© Imperial dignity, and the power of ſupreme 

judge, to deſiſt, without *** from all re- 
15 . * bellion, 
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© hellion, hoſtile invaſions, violences, and 
« breaches of the peace, in the Electorate of 
Saxony, and other ſtates of the empire; to 
« withdraw immediately your troops, and to 
« break up and diſmiſs your army, which is fo 
dangerous to the ſtates of the empire and the 
common tranquillity; to reſtore every thing 
* that has been taken; to repair, without reply 
* or demur, all damages and colts ; and to make, 
* as ſoon as poſſible, your moſt humble report 
© of the manner in which all this has been exe- 
© cuted: as for the reſt, we ſhall forthwith pro- 
WT © c:cd to what is enacted by the laws of the 
empire, in puniſhment of the grievous crime 
committed by your majeſty, as Elector of 
Brandenburg, againſt us and the whole Im- 
* perial conſtitution, by a rebellious enter- 
* prize, dangerous to the community; and 
* make proviſion, at the ſame time, for the fu- 
* ture ſecurity of all the empire. ? 


Tux imperial thunder, it is extremely ob- 
vious, from the tenor of the ſeveral proceedings 
of the confederacy, had been long collecting, 
that it might burſt in full force on the head of 
his Pruſſian majeſty: in the Saxon memorial 
it was threatened; and France, with the uſual 
I 2 attention 
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attention to ſelf, laboured to direct it towards 
England. 


Tae King of Pruſha was not to be intimi- 
dated by the formidable alliances againſt him, 
nor could he be prevailed on to deſiſt from his 
deſigns on Saxony by the imperial denuncia- 
tions of vengeance. He knew well the im- 
portance of ſecuring that country, and he re- 
ſolved not to loſe an opportunity which might 
never return. Theſe proceedings, therefore, 
ſerved only to accelerate the total ruin of hi: 
Poliſh majeſty's electoral dominions. 


Tre arrangements already made had pro- 
duced great ſcarcity in the camp at Pirna, the 
only part of the electorate that remained un- 
ſubdued; and the King of Pruſſia now reſolve! 
to form a ſtrong blockade, which might oblige 
the army to ſarrender from want of proviſions, 
or enable him to put the unhappy Saxons to the 
ſword, ſhould they attempt ta force their way 
through the lines of circumyallation. 


TRR Empreſs-queen, in this ruinous fitua- 
tion of her ally, ordered an army of 60,000 
| Auſtrians, 
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Auſtrians, under Count Brown, inſtantly to 
join the Saxons, and attack the Pruſſian forces. 


A DESIGN of this nature was not to be eaſily 
conducted, without the previous knowledge of 
a commander ſo well {killed as the King of 


Pruflia in the various arts of obtaining informa=- 


tion reſpecting the views of an enemy, and fo 
intimately acquainted with the ſituation of the 
ſurrounding country. He knew the import- 
ance of each paſs, and the danger of every de- 
file; and this knowledge, added to the early 
intelligence he had obtained, as to the ſtrength 
and deſtination of the Auſtrians, determined 
him to fruſtrate their intention, by ſuddenly 
forcing them into an engagement. 


Having reduced Count Thun's town and 
palace of Tetchen, ſituated on a rock, and con- 
ſide red as a frontier fortreſs againſt Saxony, 
Marſhal Keith had orders to enter Bohemia, 
with as many troops, detached in ſmall parties, 
as could conveniently be ſpared from the 


blockade; and, after ſecuring the ſeveral paſſes, 
to encamp near Auſig, in the vicinity of the 


Auſtrian . 
13 pi Ir 
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Ir is remarkable that the two generals, who 
were to engage in this important action, ſhould 
both have OR been ſubjects of Great 
Bricain. 


CouxT Brown, the Auſtrian commander in 
chief, was of lriſh extraction; and had recom- 
mended himſelf to the Imperial court, as well 
by his diſtinguithed ſervices in Italy, as in the 
preceding war with his Pruſhan majeſty, 


MaRsSHAL Keith, who on this occaſion com- 
manded under the King of Pruſſia, was the 
younger ſon of the Ear] Marſhal of Scotland, 
and a native of that kingdom. He had joined 
his brother, the Lord Marſhal, in the rebellion 
of 1715, at the age of ſcventcen years, and was 
ſlightly wounded at the battle of Sheriffmuir. 
Being driven out of the kingdom, by the ill 
ſucceſs of hi party, he had been in the Spaniſh 
ſervice ſome time, and much longer in that of 
Ruſſia; till at length he received an invitation 
from his Pruſſian majeſty, who had given him 
a conſiderable penſion in addition to his pay, 

and conſtantly treated him as an intimate com- 
panion. 
Tuc uon 
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THrovGH the King of Pruſſia had the higheſt 
opinion of Marſhal Keith's merit, and the 
greateſt confidence in his fidelity, he was re- 
folved perſonally to engage in a battle of fo 
much importance; and from his ſucceſs in 
which he could alone hope to keep poſſeſſion 
of Saxony, and penetrate at pleaſure into Bo- 
hemia. He accordingly ſet out from his camp 
at Sedlitz, on the 28th of September; and, ar- 
riving at Auſig, immediately put his troops 
in motion, determined to ſeek the Auſtrian 
army. 


A vANGUARD of eight battalions of infantry 
was formed, on the morning of the 29th, with 
ten ſquadrons of dragoons, and eight ſquadrons 
of huſſars; at the head of which his Pruſſian 
majeſty proceeded to Tournitz, ordering the 
remainder of the army to follow after him in 
two ſeparate columns. From Tournitz, the 
king went forward with his vanguard to Wel- 
mina, where he arrived about an hour before 
ſun-ſet, and could perceive the Auſtrian army 
with it's right wing at Lowoſitz, and it's left 
ſtretching towards Egra, 


Havins thus Ciſcoveredthe preciſe ſituation 
of the enemy, bis Pruſſian majeſty inſtantly 


I 4 pro- 
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proceeded to poſſeſs himſelf of a hollow, and 
ſome riſing grounds wich commanded Lowo- 
ſitz; and which the Auftrians, not expecting 
ſuch a viſit, had indiſcreetly leſt open. 


- As the remainder of the army arrived during 
the night, they were ordered to form into bat- 
talions and ſquadrons behind one another, and 
thus to continue under arms. The king him- 
ſeif fat the reſt cf the night in his cloak, 
Can a imall fire at the head of his troops; 
and, at day-break, the firſt of October, pro- 
ceeded to point out to his general oihcers the 
plan of his propoſed operations. The i fantry, 
which formed the firſt line, were ordered to 
occupy two hills, with the intervening valley; 
the ſecond line was likewiſe formed with ſome 
battalions of foot, and the third line conſiſted 
of the whole body of cavalry, 


TRE Auſtrians, who began to perceive their 
error,in having neglected to occupy the heights, 
prepared vigorouſly to diſpute the poſſoſſion 
with their unwelcome intruders: fo that, 
though no time was Joſt by his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty in ſtrengthening the wings of his army 
on ase hills, and the infa. atry uſed the ſame 

diligence 
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diligence and precaution in eſtabliſhing their 
poſts to the right, the enemy's Pandours and 
Croatian-g reatly annoyed the left from behind 
the ſtone incloſures of the vineyards. The 
pruſſians, however, with the moſt undaunted 
reſolution, and as much order as poſſible, ad- 
vanced to the declivity of the hills, towards 
the enemy; from which ſtation they could per- 
ceive, though a thick fog greatly intercepted 
their view, the town of Lowoſitz filled with 
infantry; with a large battery of twelve cannon 
in front, and the Auſtrian cavalry formed 
chequer-wiſe, in a line between Lowoſitz and 
che village of Sauſchitz. 


Tux King of Pruſſia having reconnoitred the 
enemy, and finding that he had judged rightly 
of the r diſpoſition, and that the infantry had 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the hollow, agreeably 
to his directions, reſolved to begin the attack, 
by driving back the Auſtrian cavalry in front. 
To effect this purpoſe, he formed his own ca- 
valry before his firſt line of infantry, and im- 
mediately attacked the enemy with ſuch vi- 
gour, that they ſoon gave way; but Count 
Brown having judiciouſly ſtationed a large body 


of infantry in ditches and hollow places, with 


ſixty 
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fixty pieces of cannon, behind the horſe, the 
Pruſſians found themſelves the more expoſed 
to their fire the farther they purſued their ad- 
vantage, and were obliged to retreat back un- 
der the protection of their artiilery ; the enemy, 
however, not daring to follow them. The 
Pruſſian horſe being again formed, they re- 
turned to the charge with ſuch dauntleſs re- 
ſolution, that in ſpite of every impediment they 
totally routed the whole Auſtrian cavalry, and 
forced the infantry, in diſorder, from their ſta- 
tions. This ſervice performed, the King of 
Pruilia ordered his cavalry to return up the 
hill, where he ſtationed them behind the in- 
fantry; but, as the cannonading ſtill continued, 
and the enemy made every poſſible effort to flank 
the left of his infantry, he directed the battalions 
of the firſt line to turn to the left, that the 
battalions of the ſecond might fill up the in- 
tervals, and the cavalry be thus brought to 
form the ſecond line in ſupport of the infan- 
try : at the ſame inſtant, by a maſter-ſtroke of 
generalſhip, the entire left of the infantry hav- 
ing gradually marched on, were ordered ſud- 
denly to wheel about, and attack the town 0! 
Lowoſitz | in flank; a ſervice which was fo et- 
fectually 
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fectually executed, that in ſpite of the ar:illery, 
and the prodigious infantry of the enemy, the 
Pruſſians ſet fire to the ſuburbs, carried the 
poſt, and put the whole army to flight. 


Cour Brown finding the Auſtrians greatly 
diſpirited by ſuch a ſcene of blood, retired with 
che remainder of his army to the other fide of 
W the Egra, and encamped at Budin. 


THE battle continued from ſeven in the 
morning till three in the afternoon, and the 
loſs of the Pruſſians is ſuppoſed to have been 
about 2000 killed and wounded ; among the 
former, were one general of infantr y, two 
major-generals of cavalry, and one colonel of 
the Gens d'Armes. The Auſtrians had up- 
wards of 6000 killed and wounded, and about 
= 500 taken priſoners: General Radicati was 
killed, and Prince Lobkowitz taken priſoner. 


Cour Brown, according to the beſt ac- 
counts, took more than twice as many troops 
as the King of Pruſſia into the field; the ar- 
my of the former conſiſting of 60,000 men, 
and that of the latter 25,000 only, 


Bur 
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Bur though the King of Pruſſia. kept the 
field, and eſtabliſhed his head-quarters at 
Lowoſitz, the court of Vienna, unwilling to 
acknowledge the loſs of ſo important a baitle, 
at the commencement of the war, and with ſo 
great a ſuperiority of numbers, fabricatcd a very 
different account of the action, which con- 
cluded with cleiming the victory. It was, 
however, manifeſt to all the world, that Count 
Brown had advanced purpoſely to relieve the 
Saxons; and that, after the battle, he was in 
no condition to perform this ſervice : while, 
on the other hand, the King of Pruſſia had 
met the Auſtrian army in Bohemia, merely to 
prevent this relief; and that he did prevent it 
moſt effectually. 


Tu E King of Pruſſia now vigoroully purſued 
the blockade of the Saxon army ; till at length, 
their proviſions being exhauſted, and all rc- 
ſources cut off, they found themſclves reduced 
to the neceſſity of attempting an eſcape to pre- 
vent becoming priſoners of war. 


CounT Brown, though unable to afford them 
relief, perſonally undertook to favour their in- 
tended flight, by marching with a confiderab!: 


bad; 
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body of horſe from the camp at Budin to the 
neighbourhood of Konigſtein. 


Ox the 11th inſtant, he apprized the King 
of Poland of his arrival, and defired that the 
troops might be permitted to march out the 
next night. Accordingly, the Saxons, on the 
ſucceeding evening, ſecretly threw a bridge of 
boats acroſs the Elbe, near Konigſtein, and by 
ſeven in the morning the whole army had 
paſſed the Elbe undiſcovered. 


Bur the Auſtrian commander, though a 
brave general, had not been ſufficiently cit- 
cumſpect in reconnoitring the country through 
which the fugitives were to be led; and he had 


BS to encounter a warrior, who added to conſum-_ 


mate valour a prodigious ſhare of caution and 
ſagacity. 


H Is Pruſſian majeſty, far from relying ſole- 
ly on the ſtrength or vigilance of his blockade, 
had ordered Marſhal Keith to ſecure all the 
paſſes, and line every defile; ſo that when the 
Saxon vanguard had with infinite labour aſ- 
cended about half way up a ſteep mountain, 
and the reſt of the army were ſhut up in a nar- 

ro- 
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row plain oppoſite Konigſtein, they had the 
inexpreſſible mortification to diſcover, that it 
would be impoſſible for them ever to force their 
way through the poſts they now perceived oc. 
cupied by the Pruſſians, who ſurrounded them 
on all ſides, Deſtitute of proviſions, and of 
artillery, they had every thing to dread; and 
were convinced that they had only been ſuf- 
fered to march into the toil, that they might 
be taken with leſs difficulty. 


THe King of Poland, who remained behind, 
in his caſtle of Konigſtein, to wait the iſſue of 
this retreat, being acquainted with the deplor- 
able fituation of his troops, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Count Rutowſki, his commander 
in chief, 

Ir is with extreme ſorrow TI learn the de- 
© plorable ſituation, which a chain of misfor- 
tunes has reterved for you, my other ge- 
© nerals, and my whole army; but we muſt ac- 
© quieſccint e diſpenſations of Providence, and 
* conſole ourſelves with the conſcious rectitude 
of our ſentiments and intentions. They 
© would force me, it ſeems, as you give me to 
© underſtand by the Baron de Dyherrn, to 

| * ſubmit 
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« ſubmit to conditions the more ſevere, in pro- 
portion as the circumſtances are become more 
« neccflitous. I cannot hear them mentioned. Iam 
a free monarch : ſuch I will live; ſuch I will 
die; and I will both live and die with honour. 
The fate of my army I leave wholly to your 
* diſcretion. Let your council of war deter- 
© mine whether you muſt ſurrender, fall by the 
cord, or periſh by famine. May your re- 
WF © ſolutions, if poſſible, be conducted with hu- 
manity. Whatever they may be, I have no 
WT © lo:ger any ſhare in them: and I declare there 
is only one thing for which you ſhall not be 
anſwerable; namely, conſenting to carry arms 
* azainfſt me or my allies. I pray God may 
* have you in his holy keeping. Given at 
© © Konigitein, October 14, 1756. 

* AuGusTUs Rex.? 


Count Rutowſki being thus furniſhed with 
diſcretionary powers; and receiving intelli- 
gence that General Brown, far from able to 
afford him any relief, had himſelf been obliged 
to retire towards Bohemia, purſued and har- 
raſſed by a detachment of Pruſſian cavalry, 

came to an immediate capitulation; and, on 


the 
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the 16th, the whole Saxon army ſurrendered, 
and were made priſoners of war. 


Even the ill that his Poliſh majeſty had 
moſt dreaded was not to be avoided: for the 
Saxons, who had ſeverely felt the bad po'icy 
of their ſovereign's imprudent alliance, enliſted 
with more readineſs than cou.d have been ex- 
pected into the tervice of the King of Pratlia, 
to whom they all cheartully took the oath ct 
allegiance. 


THe fituation of his Poliſh majeſty was now 
the moſt abject imaginable. From this mo- 
ment he may be ſaid to have abdicated his Saxon 
dominions. The king, and qucen were, it i; 
true, permitted to retain the externals of roy- 
alty, but their power in the electorate was no 
more; and hey foon ſuffered themſelves to be 
eſcorted by a Pruſſlan guard, into Poland, 


„ £©- 


leaving the King of Pruſha in full and undil- 
uted poſſeſſion of all Saxony. 
P * 


Cos scious of the ſtorm gathering around 
him, hi Pruſſian majeſty r-tolved to fortity 
Dreſden with the utmoſt expedition, and to fill 
the magazines and arſenals with the neceſſar) 
ſtores 


=> 
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ores and implements of war: the inhabitants 
of the whole electorate were diſarmed, or taken 
into the Pruſſian ſervice; and ſuch diſpoſitions 
were made on the borders of Bohemia, as ef- 
fectually covered Saxony from any inſult or 
ſurprize. 


AM1DST theſe martial arrangements, the 
King of Pruſſia forgot not to publiſh at large 
all the original documents found in the royal 
archives at Dreſden; and thus to manifeſt the 
neceſſity there had been for the adoption of 
thoſe meaſures which had raiſed the general 
outcry againſt him. From theſe, the artifices 
ſucceſsfully practiſed by the courts of Vienna, 
and of Dreiden, to embitter the Czarina againſt 
his Pruſſian majeſty, and thus the ſooner force 
him into a war, the ſucceſs of which was con- 
ſidered as certain; and the remarkable eagerneſs 
of his Poliſh majeſty to ſecure a large ſhare in 
the meditated diviſion of the Pruſſian domi- 
nions, were abundantly proved. Attempts to 
controvert them were made, particularly by the 
court of Vienna; but the facts had been com- 
pleatly eſtabliſhed, and the world was no longer 
to be deceived. 


K Bur 


130 MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 


Bur though truth was too powerful for the 
excuſes of the confederates, in every unpre- 
judiced mind; the intereſt of the allies, in moſt 
courts of Europe, and particularly in the Em- 
pire, was much too powerful for truth. 


H1s Pruſſian majeſty, though the ſucceſs- 
ful conqueror of Saxony, was in a fituation 
that muſt have totally depreſſed a leſs vigo- 
rous mind. His electorate under the ban of 
the Empire; the allegiance of his ſubjects ab- 
ſolved by the Imperial decrce; an angry decla- 
ration from Ruſſia; the armies of France alrea- 
dy in conjunction with thoſe of Auftria ; and 
the King of Sweden, aſſiſted by the Duke of 
Mecklenburg, and deſirous to recover what he 
had loſt in Pomerania, ready to favour this 
prodigious hoſt of enemies. With a magna- 
nimity, however, which ſeemed to ſet dangers 
at defiance, he chearfully took up his winter- 
quarters in Saxony: lining the ſhore of the 
Elbe, between Pirna and the frontier, by that 
part of the ariny which was under the com- 
mand of Marſhal Keith; and covering Sileſia 
from ſurprize by that of Marſhal Schwerin, 
who was ſtationed in the county of Glatz. 

. 1 Du RING 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA», 131 


DURiNG this receſs, a regiment of the Saxon 
troops who had entered into the Pruſſian ſer- 
vice on their ſurrender at Pirna, and were ſent 
to garriſon Berlin, took the opportunity to 
deſert, and retire into Poland, with many 
others who joined them in their march. But 
this was not permitted to weaken the army: 
for his Pruſſian majeſty compelled the Saxon 
magiſtrates to raiſe him four thouſand new re- 
cruits; and, in the mean time, to prevent ſimi- 
Jar deſertions, he broke all the Saxon regiments, 


and incorporated the men W his own 
troops. 


Txt inhabitants of Dreſden being diſarmed, 
one regiment only was allotted for that gar- 
riſon; a detachment was poſted at Konigſtein, 
where a ſhadow of the Saxon court vet remain 
ed, to inſure the obſervance of that ſtrict neu- 
trality which had been agreed to on the ſurren- 
der of the army; the French miniſter, and other 
ſuſpicious perſons, were ordered to withdraw; 
and two bridges were thrown over the Elbe 
to provide for the neceſſity of a retreat. 


SAXONY being thus ſecured, the King of 
Prutlia perſonally viſited all his Ports in Sileſia; 


K 2 | ſettled, 
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ſettled, at Neiſſe, with Marſhal Schwerin, com- 
mander of all the forces in Sileſia, the opera- 
tions for the enſuing campa'gn, ſo as to make 
his 50, ooo men act in concert with the royal 
army; ſtationed armies in Lufatia and Voigt- 
land; ordered 20,000 men to Zwickaw, on the 
frontiers of Bohemia; and detached 60,000 to- 


wards Great Zeidlitz, where the head-quarters 
were eſtabliſhed. 


In the mean time, having learned that a 
prodigious army of Ruſſians, under Count 
Apraxin, were on their march to invade Ducal 
Pruſſia; and that they had provided no more 
neceſſaries than would ſuffice till their arrival 
in Lithuania, where they depended on a ſuffi- 
cient ſupply; his Pruſſian majeſty not only 
powerfully reinforced Memel, and ordered 
30,000 men under General Lehwald to meet 
the Ruſſian army, but had the excellent pre- 
caution to buy up all the corn and forage of the 

. whole country where the Ruſtians were to en- 
ter, who conicquently found themſelves inca- 
pable of advancing, and were obliged to aban- 
don their enterprize. 


WHILE che neceſſary diſpoſitions were mak- 
ing on the frontiers of Bohemia, ſeveral flight 
ikirmiſhcs 


: MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 123 
1 


fkirmiſhes happened with the Auftrians, who 
had reinforced their armies, and watched every 
opportunity of advantage, previous to what may 
be conſidered as a regular opening of the ſecond 


Campaign. 


Iv the beginning of March, the Prince of 
Bevern, reſolved to deſtroy the dens and petty 
forts of the Auſtrians on the frontiers of Bo- 
hemia, which had favoured theſe aſſaults, left 
Zittau with about 1000 men; and, ſeizing on 
the enemy's magazine at Friedland, carried off 
ooo ſacks of meal, and a vaſt quantity of am- 
munition. From Friedland, he proceeded to 
Reichenburg, which alſo ſurrendered to his 
arms. In this expedition, the Prince of Bevern 
loſt not a ſingle man; and had two only ſlightly 
wounded: though the van of his troops, con- 
liſting only of 1 50 huſſars, had attacked, ſword 
in hand, a body of 600 Croats, ſuſtained by 
300 Auſtrian dragoons, on their firſt entering 
Bohemia; and actually killed 5o of the enemy, 
made 10 dragoons priſoners, and carried off 30 
horſes, 


Tuts, though a trifling expedition, had a 
brilliancy of ſucceſs which muſt apologize 
for 
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for it's being noticed where tranſactions of more 
importance begin to claim attention. 


Ax p now the campaign of 1757 opened with 
an additional proof of his Pruſſian majeſty'; 
extraordinary {kill and ſagacity. 


Tae four armies, which ſeemed to have been 
placed merely on the defenſive, in Sileſia, Lu- 
ſatia, Miſnia, and Saxony, ſuddenly received 
orders to penetrate, at the ſame inſtant, by dit- 
ferent couts, into Bohemia, and form a junction 
as exped.tiouily as poſſible. The king himſelf, 
aſſiſted , Marſhal Keith, commanded the army 
from Saxony; Prince Maurice of Anhalt 
Deſſau headed that from Miſnia; Prince Fer- 
dinand of Brunſwick Bevern led the troops 
from Luſatia; and thoſe from Sileſia were con- 
ducted by Marthal Schwerin. 


 CounT Brown never once ſuſpected ſuch a 
man@&uvre; and, as the buſineſs had been con- 
ducted with equal ſecreſy and diſpatch, the 
four armies actually entered Bohemia with 
little or no oppoſition, 


ON the 2oth of April, the Prince of 
Bevern got poſſeſſion of Krottau and Graffen- 
ſtein, 


u th. a. 3 —_— 
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ein, the firſt poſt on that fide of Bohemia, 
without loſing a man; and, hearing that 
the enemy had approached to Kraizen, he 
proceeded thither immediately, drove them 
away, and continued his march to Machen- 
dorf, in the neighbourhood of 28,000 Au- 
ſtrians under Count Conigſeg, whom he the 
next day attacked and totally defeated near 
Neichenburg, after an engagement which laſted 
five hours, and in which upwards of 1000 
Auſtrians were killed and wounded, including 
ſcveral general officers, with the loſs of only 
1co Pruſſians killed and 150 wounded. 


His Pruſſian majeſty omitted not to make 
the beſt ute of this victory, by perſonally pub- 
liſhing it at the head of his own army. 


Ste, my brave fellows,” ſaid he, a moſt 
* auſpicious beginning! Heaven eſpouſes our 
* cauſe. The Prince of Bevern has defeated the 
Auſtrians at Reichenburg. An evident a{- 
* furance that, with God's afliſt:nce, we ſhall 
have the like ſucceſs!? | 


- A SPEECH, ſimple as this, delivered by an 
illuſtrious warrior, and that warrior a king, at 


the 
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the head of his own army, has an effect on the 
hearers which no aſſemblage of written words 
can poſiibly convey to the mind. Joy was in- 
ſtantaneouſly diffuſed through every boſom; 
every countenance acknowledged the impreſ- 
ſion, and every tongue aided the loud accla- 
mations, which reſounded through the ranks, 
with repeated buifts of * Huzza!' and © Long 
life to the King!” 


Tux ardour thus inſpired was not ſuffered 
to cool by delay. Senſible as the King of 
Pruſſia was of the enemy's ſuperiorityi in num- 
ber, and of the almoſt impregnable litu tion 
of their encampment, he knew that this would 
be a favourable moment to ſeek them. He 
therefore ordered the Prince of Bevern, who 
had been joined by Marſhal Schwerin ſoon 
after the battle of Reichenburg, to meet him, 
with as much expedition as poſſible, at a par- 
ticular ſtation; and ſimilar inſtructions were at 
the ſame time diſpatched to the Prince of An- 
. halt Deſlau. 


Tr1s junction was moſt ſucceſsfully ef- 
fected, and the Prince of Bevern poſſeſſed 
himſelf, on his march, of the greateſt part 
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of the circle of Buntzlau, and took a conſider- 
ablemagazine from the Auſtrians. 


WHEN every thing thus appeared ripe for 
action, the King of Pruſſia put in practice one 
of thoſe ſtratagems to deceive and weaken the 
enemy, which his inexhauſtible invention was 
erer ready to ſupply. 


No ſooner had the ſeveral armies united, 
than his majeſty, having inſtructed General 
Schwerin where to meet him, filed off with the 
troops under his own particular command; and, 
advancing ſuddenly to Budin, drove the Au- 
ſtrians encamped in that advantageous ſitua- 
tion as far as Weſtram, which lies nearly equi- . 
diſtant between Prague and Budin. 


Tas Auftrians, who had kept an eye to 
the route by which the king himſelf entered 
Bohemia, and vho had from that circumſtance 
ſuſpected ſome defign diſtinct from the object 
of his main army, were compleatly deceived 
by this manceuvre, and detached 20,000 men 
from their main army to watch his particular 
motions, 9 5 


L | Tuts 
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Tuls was exactly what the King of Pruſſia 
wanted; who, on paſling the Egra, was joined 
by Marſhal Schwerin, in ſuch a fituation ag 
enabled them to act conjunctively, and made fg 
rapid and maſterly a movement to the left, as 
if his deſign were againſt Egra, that it effec- 
tually compleated his real plan of cutting of 
all communication between the army of obſer- 
vation thus detached, and the main body of 
Auſtrians, who remained ſtrongly entrenched 
on the banks of the Moldau, to the north of 
Prague, under the command of Prince Charles 
of Lorraine, and Count Brown. 


Tux ſucceſs of this contrivance, which the 
Auſtrian generals had too late diſcovered, made 
them aſtonithingly wary in their future opera- 
tions, and prevented their improving thoſe 
advantages which actually preſented them- 
ſelves. - Inſtead, therefore, of making a ſingle 
effort to prevent the Pruſſian troops from unit- 
ing, they continued quietly in their ſtrong 
encampment, with no higher view than that of 
being able to cover Prague from ſurprize or 
inſult, 


Tuts extreme of caution in the enemy, 
ſerved only to ſtimulate the King of Pruſſia; 
who 
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who was now reſolved to attack this prodigious 
army, in their ſtrong poſt, as the only means 
of promoting the full extent of his deſigns. 


Ix defiance of every difficulty, the King him- 
ſelf, accompanied by Marſhal Keith, at the 
head of 30,000 men, croſſed the Moldau, on 
the morning of the th of May, over a bridge of 
boats; leaving the army under the Prince of 
Anhalt Deſſau, to ſecure the paſſage of that 
river in caſe a retreat ſhould be neceſſary. 
Theſe were immediately joined by the troops 
under Marſhal Schwerin and the Prince of 
Bevern; and, with this united force, it was 
reſolved inſtantly to attack the enemy, who 
were little ſhort of 100,000 ſtrong. 


Tur King of Pruſſia accordingly filed off 
on the left, by Potſchernitz, as the moſt eli- 
gible ſituation for flanking the enemy; and 
thus compelled Count Brown to wheel about 
to the right. The Pruffians, however, pur- 
ſued their march to Bichwitz, in ſpite of the 
badneſs of the way; which was ſo full of de- 
files, preci pices, and moraſſes, that the infan- 
ry and cavalry were frequently obliged to di- 
nde. and take different routes. No obſtacles, 


1 2 however, 
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however, could check the ardour, or long im. 
pede the progreſs, of the brave and perſevering 
Pruſſians; who rivalled each other's addreſs 
and - reiotution in paſting defiles, croffing 
marſhes, clearing ditches, climbing precipices, 
and ſcizing riſing grounds. Their extreme 
caget z ſs to engage, however, mad- the infan- 
try too ſoon begin the attick; and the Au- 
ſtrians, with ſuch manifeſt advantage, at firſt 
drove them back. But this momentary check 
ſerved only to increaſe their native valour ; they 
inſtantly rallied; advanced with irreſiſtible im- 
petuoſity; and, while the king flanked the 
enemy to the left, attacked and entirely broke 
their right. A marſhy ground now unexpect- 
edly ſtopped the progreſs of MarſhalSchwerin's 
army, without the co-operation of which it was 
by nv means poſſible totally to defeat the enemy: 
the brave old general perceiving this dilemma, 
inſtantly diſmounted from his horſe ; and, en- 
tering the moraſs, with the ſtandard of the re- 
giment in his hand, ſo encour ged his men, 
by crying out, at the ſame time Let all brave 
Pruſſians follow me!” that, inſpired with 
the courage of their heroick commander, then 
in the eighty-ſecond year of his age, they all 
pieſſed forward, without the ſmalleſt abate- 

ment 


ment of their ardour till the Auſtrians were 
totally routed ; though they unfortunately loſt 
their noble veteran leader, who was killed by 
the firſt fire from the enemy. The Auſtrian 
cavalry, after ſtanding three charges, retired in 
great confuſion; the centre of the army being 
at the ſame time compleatly broken and put 


off towards Micheley ; where, being joined by 
the horſe, they renewed the attack on the 
enemy in their haſty retreat towards Saſzawa; 
while the right were engaged with the ſmall re- 
mains of the Auſtrian left wing, and in reduc- 
ing three batteries. Prince Henry of Pruffia, and 
the Prince of Bevern, made themſelves maſters 
of two batteries; and Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwick continued flanking the Auftrian 
left wing; while the King and Marſhal Keith, 
ſecured the paſſage of. the Moldau with their 
left and a body of cavalry. 


AFTER many ſignal proofs of great valour, 
the Auſtrians were at. length driven from the 
field, and the King of Pruſſia obtained a moſt 
deciſive victory. Some accounts ſtate, that 
250 pieces of cannon were taken on this occa- 
lion, and that 10,000 Auſtrians were made 


priſoners, 
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to flight. The Pruſſian left wing now filed 


eee 
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priſoners. Certain it is, that all the tents and 
baggage, the military cheſt, the entire camp, 
and ten ſtandards, fell into the hands of his 
Pruſſian majeſty; that many thouſands were 
killed, wounded, and taken priſoners; and 
that, in particular, Count Brown himſelf re- 
ceived a wound, of which he ſoon afterwards 
died at Prague, though the humil ating cir- 
cumſtance of his defeat is ſuppoſed to have 
con ſderably haſtened his deceaſe, 


Tux victory, however, was dearly purchaſed: 
for the King of Pruſſia, according to his own 
account, had 2500 killed, including Marſhal 
Schwerin, the Prince of Holſtein Beck, Ge- 
neral D*Amſtel, two colonels, and one lieute- 
nant-colonel; and he had alſo about 3000 
wounded, among whom were fix general of- 
ficers. Indeed, the Auſtrians, who charged 
their failure in this action on the wind's 
blowing the powder into their eyes, inſiſted 
that the King of Pruſſia had at leaſt 30,000 
men killed and wounded, | 


ABourt 12,000 of the Auſtrian cavalry 
fled towards Benſchau, where they after- 
wards aſſembled under General Pretlach; 

| and 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 149 


and 40,000, eſcaping their purſuers, eſcorted 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, and Count Brown, 
into Prague, after being dreadfully harraſſed 
in their retreat by a detachment under Marſhal 
Keith, who purſued them to the very gates of 
the metropolis. 


HAvixo thus diſperſed the Auſtrian army, 
the only obſtacle that remained previous to 
the King of Pruſſia's intended attempt on 
Prague, was to guard againſt the Imperial 
army of execution, now preparing to augment 
the number of his enemies. A battalion of 
Pandours, and 400 huſſare, were therefore diſ- 
patched, under Colonel Meyer, to cut off all 
means of ſubſiſtence for any approaching army, 
by deſtroying the ſeveral magazines of forage 
and proviſions in the country through which 
they muſt neceſſarily pals. 


In the mean time, ſo rapidly did the King 
ff Pruſſia purſue his deſign againſt Prague, 
that in four days he had compleatly inveſted 
the city; himſelf on one ſide of the river, and 
Marſhal Keith on the other : thus cutting off 
all communication with the country, and ſhut- 
ing up the two Auſtrian generals and the re- 


mainder 
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mainder of their armies, who had eſcaped the 
purſuit of Marſhal Keith; with Prince Charles 
and Xaverius of Poland, the Prince of Modena, 
the Duke D'Aremburg, Count Lacy, and ſe- 
veral other perſons of great diſtinction. 


Tur King of Pruſſia, who continued to 
improve the blockade, ſoon poſſeſſed himſelf 
of Cziſcarburg, a ſtrong redoubt on an emi- 
nence commanding the city; in ſpite of 2 
powerful ſally, and every other obſtacle, to 
imped- his ſucceſs. | 


* 


THE beſieged now concerted a plan that 
might enable them to protract the fiege, by 
driving out ſuch of the inhabitants as, without 
contributing to the defence of the city, greatly 
affiſted the conſumption of proviſions. This 
was to have been eſſected, on the evening of 
the 23d of May, by forcing the Pruffian lines 
at midnight, with 12,000 men, ſword in hand; 
and thus opening a paſſage through the camp 
of the befiegers. Providentially, at about 
eleven o'clock that very night, a deſerter from 
the Auſtrian garriſon revealed the whole deſign 
to the King of Pruſſia; who, in leſs than 4 
quarter of an hour, had his whole army ready 


prepared 
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prepared to give the aſſailants a warm reception. 
Notwithſtanding this previous intelligence, 
however, the Auſtrians, favoured by the dark- 
neſs of the night, actually charged the Pruſſian 
advanced poſts before they were diſcovered, 


Tue ix firſt attack was directed againſt the 
camp of Marſhal Keith, and the left wing of 
the Pruſſian army; at once to deſtroy the new 
batteries then raifing, and gain the bridges of 
communication thrown over the Moldau, at 
Branick and Podbaba, at the diſtance of about 
three quarters of a mile above and below 
Prague. The enemy had expected to ſurprize 
the miners at work, but they arrived near half 
an hour too Jate. This was at two o'clock ; 
and they immediately fired a piece, which 
alarmed the piquet- guard of 100 Pruſſians ſent 
to ſuſtain the body that covered the works, 
who were unable to diſtinguiſh friends from 
toes, and conſequently fell into great confuſion. 
Lieutenant Jork, however, having arrived 
with two platoons to reconnoitre the enemy, 
inſtantly kindled a fire; and, the diſpoſition 
of the enemy being thus diſcovered, Captain 
Rodig formed the deſign of fal ing on them in 
flank, which was effectually performed by fir- 


M | ing 
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ing in platoons, and mutually repeating the 
ſignals of the commander. From the con- 
tinual firing thus kept up, the Auſtrians ima. 
gined them to be a very numerous body, and 
fled with ſuch precipitation, that many were 
drowned in he Moldau, ſome deſerted, and the 
reſt retreated back into the city, 


WaiLE this was tranſacting, a regiment 
of horſe-grenadiers, ſupported by the Hunga- 
rian infantry, attacked a Pruſſian redoubt guard- 
ed by Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick's bat- 
tali n; and, though thrice repulſed, their 
muſquetry kept an inceſſant firing on the en- 
tire front of the Pruſſians, from the convent 
of St. Margaret to the river, by which the 
battalion ſuffered exceedingly. 


Arx day-brezk, the Pruſſians quitted their 
camp, and found the Pandours in poſſeſſion of 
a building called the Redhouſe, at the bottom 
of a declivity before Wellaſtowitz, well barri- 
cadoed, and ſupplied with cannon ; and though 
the battalion of Pannewitz, after two hours 
ſevere ſervice, in the midſt of a continual dil- 
cha ge from cannon as well as muſquetry, at 
length drove them out, they were unable to 

mewn 
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preſerve this poſt azainſt the city artillery, now 
continualiy directed againſt it. 


Tar1s trifling advantage, where ſo much 
had been expected, coſt the Auſtrians, in killed, 
wounded, and deſerters, near 1500 men: they 
had, however, the fatisfaftion of proportion- 
ably leſſening the force of the beſiegers, who 
loſt conſiderable numbers; and even Prince 
Ferdinand, the king's youngeſt brother, had 
a horſe killed under him, the prines himſelf 
rarrowly eſcaping, with a flight wound in his 
face. 


Tur King of Pruſſia now determined to 
find the beſieged ſufficient employment, with- 
out giving them leiſure to concert any more 
plans for offenſive operations. 


Tur heavy artillery being arrived, and the 
batteries compleated, on the 2gth of May 1757, 
at midnight, after a dreadful ſtorm of rain and 
thunder, a rocket was thrown up into the air, 
as a ſignal for the batteries to open; and a 
daily diſcharge of 288 bombs, beſides prodi- 
gious numbers of red-hot balls, began to pour 
deſtruction on the city. The ſtreets and 

M 2 ſquares 
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ſquares were crouded with upwards of 10,000 
horſes, grown almoſt mad for want of forage; 


and the houſes on the fide of the Moldau were 
ſoon wrapt in flames, 


Tux bombardment was continued night and 
day, without the ſmalleſt intermiſſion; and 
every barbarous invention was in vain em- 
ployed to force a ſurrender or capitulation. 
The flames, at length, raged fo violently, that 
they Were no ſooner extinguithed in one part, 
than they broke out in another; and men, wo- 
men, and children, horſes, and houſes, were 
indiſcriminately reduced to aſhes, by the dread- 
ful conflagration. ; 


Tux principal magiſtrates, citizens, and 
clergy, alarmed at the devaſtation which every 
where prevailed, intreated the garriſon to ca- 
pitulate: but, far from receiving any attentian, 
two ſenators, more importunate than the reſt, 
were immediately executed by the military 
power; and, as the cries of the famiſhed peo- 
ple increaſed, 12,000 of the moſt innocent, 
becauſe the moſt uſeleſs, were driven out to aſk 
bread of their enemies, or rather to fall under 
thoſe ſwords which the fad neceſſity of war 

"compelled 
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compelled them to uſe in forcing back the mi- 
etable multitude. Proviſions were now fo 
greatly exhauſted, that the horſes ſtarved for 
want of forage were cut up and diſtributed 
among the garriſon; and the wealthier citizens 
were glad to purchaſe this fleſh at the rate of 
f-ur-pence a pound. The corn of the mili- 
tary, however, ftill remained plentiful; and, 
while that laſted, they ſeemed in no great 
humour to capitulate. » 


THE affairs of the Empreſs-queen now 
wore a moſt deplorable aſpect: the principal 
paſſes of her kingdom of Bohemia in the ac- 
tual poſſeſſion of his Pruſſian majeſty; her 
chief commande:s, with the flower of their 
armies, blocked up in Prague, and on the 
point of ſurrendering priſoners of war; the ca- 
pital itſelf in a great meaſure deſtroyed, and 
the inhabitants periſhing by famine; all re- 
lef from her Saxon and Ruſſian allies com- 
pleatly cut off; her hereditary dominions left 
wholly expoſed; even Vienna itſelf not free 
from apprehenſions of a ſiege; and, in addi- 
ton to theſe unpropitious circumſtances, her 
braveſt troops greatly difpirited, by the uni- 
rerfal idea that thoſe of Pruſſia, under the 
command 
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command of their illuſtrious ſovereign, were 
abſolutely invincible, 


.AT this critical period, Leopold Count 
Daun, an officer of prodigious ability, but 
who had never yet commanded in chief, en- 
tered the theatre of the war. The military 
character of the count had been formed by: 
long courſe of experience, in various parts of 
Europe, under the renowned Kevenhuller, 
and other celebrated generals, and in the moſt 
famous ſcenes of action: but, though poſſeſſed 
of every requiſite quality to form a great com- 
mander, and deſcended from a noble family, 
he had riſen, without intereſt, and w-thont 
noife, by thoſe very flow and imperceptib/e 
gradations which, in every country, are alone 
ſuffered to promote the elevation of . mere 
merit, : 5 

* 

"Tris general had been ſent from Vienna to 
join the grand army; and the intelligence that 
he was on the march had probably haſtened 
thoſe operations which led to their defeat the 
very day before his arrival at Boemiſchbrod, 
a few miles from Prague. At this place, how- 
: ever, Count Daun met with a large body of 
| horſe, 


” * ”__ 
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horſe, and other fugitives from the Auſtrian 


army, whom he collected with an activity which 


greatly attracted the attention of his Pruſ- 
fan majeſty, that the king inſtantly detached 
the Prince of Bevern, with twenty battalions 


of infantry, and thirty ſquadrons of horſe, 


to check the progreſs of a force which he 
perceived would otherwiſe be every hour in- 
crealing. 


Hap this prudent caution of the King of 
Pruſſia effe ctually ſucceeded, the fate of Bo- 
hemia, and perhaps of Auſtria, might at once 
have been decided, 


But Count Daun was by much too wary a 
general, to riſque a ſtake of ſuch importance 
on the event of a ſingle battle; and that ſingle 
batt e to be fought by diſpirited and ſhattered 
oops, ſunk with diſgrace, and in want of every 
neceſſary, oppoled to an army fluſhed with 
ictory, and abundantly ſupplied. The inſtant 
e found the Pruſſians were in motion to at- 
ack him, he retreated with all poſſible ex- 
petition to the Elbe; entrenching himſelf 
ron2ly, and with great advantage of ground, 
at Kolin. This ſituation not only gave him the 


opportunity 
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60,000 men, well diſciplined, deeply entrench- 
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opportunity of daily augmenting his ſtrength, 
by recruits from Moravia, and heavy artiiler, 
from the fortreſs of Olmutz ; but inſpired th, 
beſieged garriſon with the moſt lively hope, 
that he would ſoon be enabled to afford then 
ſubſtantial relief. 


Tux King of Pruſſia, who was of too en. 
terprizing and impetuous a diſpoſition to hex 
pati-ntly both the length of the fiege and the 
temporizing conduct of Count Daun, fay 
plainly the fatality of ſuffering the encamy- 
ment at Kolin to increaſe: and, therefore, 
though the count was now at the head d 


ed, and defended by a prodigious train of ar- 
tillery on redoubts and batteries in the mol: 
advantageous poſts, with ſtrong lines and 
heavy pieces of cannon at every acceſſible pet 
of the camp, and the whole rendered almot 
inacceſſible by difficult defiles at the foot «i 
the hill, the martial ſpirit of his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty was no longer to be kept inactive by the 
united voices of Prudence, and of Reaſon, an- 
he determined on undertaking one of the mo! 
deſperate attempts ever yet recorded in the 


annals of war, 


Mars! 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 153 


MarsHAL Keith remonſtrated ſtrongly 
againſt the meaſure; but the king's courage 
fairly vanquiſhed his judgment, and he march- 
ed againſt Kolin under the impreſſion of a kind 
of military enthuſiaſm which ſeemed certain 
of ſucceſs. 


His Pruſſian majeſty and Prince Maurice of 
Anhalt Deſſau having joined the Prince of 
Bevern, their united forces conſiſted of thirty- 
two battalions of infan'ry and one hundred 
and eleven ſquadrons of dragoons and huſſars, 
or about 32,000 men only. With this com- 
paratively ſmall army, however, they delayed 
not to ſeek the enemy; whom they found moſt 
| advantageoufly poſted, and covered by very 
formidable artillery, on the heights between 
Genlitz and St. John the Baptiſt, having been 
greatly reinforced during the king's march 
from the camp before Prague. 


AT about three o'clock in the afternoon of 
the 18th of June, the firſt onſet began. 


Tae Auftrians, relying rather on their ad- 
vantageous fituation than on their ſuperiority in 
numbers, or any apparent idea of extraordinary 

N valour, 


culties and death, marched firmly and intre- 
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valour, waited the approach of the Pruſſian 
troops; o, bidding equal defiance to diffi- 


pidly up the hills, amidſt the dreadful diſ- 
charge of grape and chain- ſhot, which pourcd 
like hailſtones on their ranks, and produced 
a moſt horrible ſlaughter. But nothing could 
diſmay the brave Pruſſians, who were not only 
obliged to paſs through a fire more continual 
and tremendous than can poſſibly be imagined, 
but abſolutely to fight their way over heaps of 
their fellow- ſoldiers inceſſantly muwed down 
by the enemy's artille: y, 


THe carnage ;of the advancing army was, 
indeed, inexpreſſibly thocking, and muſt have 
forced back any troops not retolutely deter- 
mined to conquer or to die. Under this im- 
preſſion, however, and ſeeming rather to in- 
vite than to avoid danger, they ruſhed on their 
oppoſers; and fairly drove them from two emi- 
nences fortified with heavy cannon, and frem | 


two villages defended by large bodics of in- 
fantry. 


Vic rox now ſeemed to incline towards 
the arms of Pruſſia, which had never bettet 


merited 


A 
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metited that reward of valour; but the obſti- 
nate perſeverance of the enemy againſt the 
attack of the third eminence, and the advan- 
tages of the Auſtrian cavalry, as well innum- 
bers as in ſituation, while the Pruſſians were 
dreadfully flanked with grape and chain-ſhot, 
at length put into momentary diſorder the ſad 
remains of one of the moſt heroick little armies 
that ever entered a field of battle. In an in- 
ſtant, however, they recollected themſelves; 
and preferring a glorious death in the preſence 
of their king, to an inglorious retreat, which 
muſt blaſt the laurels they had ſo recently taken 
into the field from Reichenburg and the vici- 
nity of Prague, they rallied with aſtoniſhing 
expedition, and again charged the enemy with 
redoubled ardour. Seven times ſucceſſively 
did they advance, led on by the valiant Prince 
Ferdinand, and as often were their noble efforts 
rendered ineffectual; as well by the diſadvan- 
tage of poſſeſſing ground where their cavalry 
were unable to act, as the impregnable en- 
trenchments of the enemy, and the powerful 
artillery by which they were covered. In ſhort, 
the Pruſſians did every thing that could be 
done; and, finding ſucceſs impracticable, after 
ſo many fruitleſs endeavours, they at length, 

WI though 
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though with extreme reluQance, conſented to 
give up the enterprize. 


Tux King of Pruſſia, enraged at any failure 
of thoſe arms which the whole world had 
been ſo long accuſtomed to conſider as invin- 
cible, and conſcious that his own want of cau- 
tion was more chargeable with this miſcarriage 
than any deficiency in the aceuſtomed courage 
and ardour of his brave troops, reſolved to re- 
trieve his own honour, and firmly to eſtabliſh 
theirs, by a moſt furious and tremendous effort, 
He accordingly advanced perſonally at the 
head of his cavalry, and attacked the left wing 
of the enemy with dreadful ſlaughter; pur- 
poſely expoſing himſelf in the moſt perilous 
ſituations, that he might inſpire his ſoldiers to 
act, if poſſible, ſuperior to themſelves. What 
men could do, they chearfully did; but more 
than human powers were neceflary for the oc- 
caſion. Neither valour, nor conduct, nor even 
deſperation itſelf, was capable of remedying 
what too much raſhneſs and precipitation had 
occaſioned; and all the King of Pruſſia could 
do—which was, indeed, in all probability, 
more than any other perſon but the King of 
Pruſſia could have done—was to ſecure a com- 

pleatly 
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pleatly ſafe retreat for the remains of one of 
the very braveſt armies that ever faced an ene- 
my · He drew off his forces from the field of 
blood, for it might more properly be denomi- 
nated a carnage than a battle, with all his bag- 
gage and artillery, in the moſt perfect order, 
though within fight of the enemy; who, far 
from making the ſmalleſt effort to purſue, 
ſeemed extremely happy at the proſpect of be- 
ing relieved from ſo troubleſome an aſſailant. 


Tur King of Pruſſia's brothers were both 
in the field, and they did all that could be 
expected from the King of Pruſſia's brothers. 


| Taz loſs of men, on each fide, was prodi- 
gious: the Pruſſians had near gooo killed and 


wounded, and the Auſtrians upwards of 10,000. 


Many of the Pruſſians were made priſoners 
or deſerted; among the former, generals 
Treſkow and Pannewith. 


His Pruſſian majeſty aſcribed the loſs of 
this battle entirely to himſelf, nor would he 


permit the ſmalleſt degree of cenſure to reſt on 


any other perſon whatever. To fay nothing 
| | of 
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of the danger of the ent-rprize—which had ap. 
parently weighed as nothing with the King 
of Prufiiz—he was convinced that he had made 
a falſe motion at the commencement” of the 
action, and no commander knew better how 
fatally decifive a fingle falſe motion frequently 
proves in military affairs. The infantry had, 
at the onſet, been incautiouſly expoſed, unco- 
vered by the cavalry, to the chain and grape- 
ſhot of the whole Auſtrian artillery 5 and this 
error was not afterwards retrievable on ground 
where it was impoſũble for the horſes to fol. 
low. So that, notwithſtanding the enemy had 
actually retreated, at the beginning of the en- 
gagement, before his Pruſian majeſty's intre- 
pid troops; the infantry being whoily unpro- 
tected by horſe and artulery, were unable to ſu- 
ſtain the tremendous fire of the Auſtrians, which 
made the moſt ſhocking devaſtation among 
their ranks that was perhaps ever experienced. 
The ardour of the Pruſſians being thus check- 
ed, they retreated, not ſo much from the ene- 
my, who never once dared to follow them, as 
from thoſe terrible engines of deſtruction, tlie 
murdering powers of which they had neither 
means to reſiſt nor numbers to ſupply. 


THE 
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Tus King of Pruſſia ſupported himſelf with 
a noble dignity under this reverſe of fortune; 
and, in a letter to Ear] Marſhal, giving a par- 
ticular account of this action, he ſcrupled not 
to do full juſtice to the enemy's vaiour. 


Tur Imperial grenadiers,* ſays his Pruſ- 
fan majeſty, are an admi able corps; one hun- 
«© dred companies defended a rifing ground 
* which my beſt infantry were unable to carry, 
© Ferdinand, who commanded them, returned 
* ſeven times to the charge; but it was to no 
* purpoſe. He at firſt maſtered a battery, but 
could not poſſibly preſerve it. The enemy 

had the advantage of a numerous and well 


* ſupplied artillery: it did honour to Lichten- 
* ſtein, who had the direction.“ 


AFTER: extolling the courage of his own 
men, the King of Pruſſia thus proceeds. 


* OxLy the Pruſſian army could have diſ- 
* puted it. But my infantry were too few; 
* and all my cavalry, though preſent, remained 
idle ſpectators, excepting a bold puſh by my 
* huuthold troops and ſome of the dragoons. 


© FERDINAND 
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* FERDINAND attacked without powder, 
© the enemy, in the mean time, were not ſpar. 
* ing of theirs. They had the advantage of 
* a rifing ground, of entrenchments, and of 2 
* prodigious artillery, Several of my regiments 
* were repulſed by their muſquetry. 


THe King of Pruſſia then notices the con- 
duct of his two valiant brothers. 


* Hexky performed. wonders! I tremble 
* for my worthy brothers; they are too brave.' 


His majeſty, in concluding, takes the en- 
tire blame on himſelf, with much good- 
humour: and, as a moroſe critick might add, 
but ſurely it muſt be a moroſe one, with more 
than ſufficient pleaſantry for the occaſion. 


* FORTUNE th's day turned her back on me. 
© I ought to have expected it: ſhe is a female, 
and I am no gallant! Seriouſly, I ought to 
have had more infantry. Succeſs, my dear 
© lord, often occaſions a fatal confidence. 
© Twenty-four battalions were not ſufficient 
to diſlodge 60,000 men from an advanta- 
geous poſt, Another time we hope to do 

better 
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« better ! I have no reaſon to complain of the 
« bravery of my troops, or the ſkill of my 
« officers. The fault was mine alone, and { 
hope to repair it. 


Tus E were the generous declarations of his 
pruſſian majeſty; whoſe reputation, far from 
being diminiſhed by this flight blemiſh on 
his military conduct, abſolutely roſe higher 
in the eſtimation of all judicious men, as well 
from the candid and noble manner in which 
he acknowledged his error, as the firmneſs 
with which he bore his misfortune, and the 
aſtoniſhing ability with which he immediately 
proceeded to retrieve his loſs, 


Tux firſt ſtep taken by the King of Pruſ- 
fa, after having ſecured the retreat of his 
ſhattered army from the eminences and de- 
files of the enemy, was to guard againſt ſuch 
ill conſequences as might naturally be expected 
to ariſe, ſhould the news of his defcat reach 
Prague before proper meaſures were taken to 
ſecure the troops and armaments. employed 
in the reduction of that eity. 


* | Hs 
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He accordingly left his army at Nimburg, 
under the command of the Prince of Bevern; 
and, regardleſs of the fatigue he muſt neceſſ rily 
have felt from a day of ſuch ſevere ſervice, 
ſet out perſonally with freſh horſes, and an 
eſcort of only a dozen huſſars, for the camp 
before Prague, where he arrived in the morn- 
ing without having once halted. 


DovBLs ſentinels were immediately ſta- 
tioned at all the avenues and advanced poſts, 
to prevent the arrival of any intelligence from 
Count Daun; and the orders for ſending off, 
in the mean time, all the artillery, ammu- 
nition, and baggage, were executed with ſo 
much diſpatch, that the tents were all ſtruck, 
and the whole army actually on their march, 
before the garriſon were in the ſmalleſt degree 
apprized of the cauſe which had thus effected 
their deliverance, 


PRINCE Charles of Lorrain, who, after the 
deceaſe of Count Brown, held the chief com- 
mand in Prague, fallied out with a large body 
Of Auſtrians to harraſs the rear of the Pruſſian 

army; but was unable to cut off more than 
about 200 men from Marſhal Keith's diviſion. 
| The 


* 
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The corps commanded by the Prince of Pruſ- 

ſia, having marched all night by another route, 

to join the Prince of Bevern at Nimburg, was 
very little expoſed to the enemy. 


MaRsSHAT Keith proceeded towards Saxo- 
ny, where he was left by his Pruſſian Majeſty 
to guard the paſſes into that country with an 
army of 25,000 men; while the king himſelf, 
and his brother Prince Henry, with another 
part of the army, marched into the electorate, 
and encamped in the neighbourhood of Pirna. 


SEVERAL flight ſkirmiſhes, and ſome diſ- 
advantageous actions, ſucceeded the King of 
| Pruſſia's loſs at Kolin. The important paſs 
of Gabel, though well garriſoned under Ma- 
jor-general Putkammer, was ſurprized and 
taken by a ſtrong detachment under the com- 
mand of the Duke D' Aremberg, in the ſame 
month; and Prince Henry, who had been 
employed to watch the motions of the ene- 
my, with the diviſion under his command, 
muſt have fallen a victim to their ſuperior 
force, if the king had not timely haſtened to the 
relief of his brother, by forced marches, and 


Y 2 thus 
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thus coming ſuddenly on the Auſtrians, hap. 
pily obliged them to retire, 


Ox the 23d of July, however, the Au. 
ftrians having approached Zittau, a town of 
conſiderable trade in Upper Saxony, garriſon- 
ed by fix battalions, and containing ſeveral 
large magazines, they determined to carry 
the place before the King of Pruſſia could 
poſſibly haſten to it's relief. With this de- 
fign, wholly regardleſs of the Saxon inhabi- 
tants, and not appearing to reflect that the 
town in reality belonged to their friend and 
ally the King of Poland, they began a moſl 
furious cannonade and bombardment, which 
laſted from eleven in the morning till five in 
the afternoon. Colonel Diricke had orders 
to maintain this poſt. as long as poſſible, and 
he refuſed to ſurrender till the place was 
wholly deſtroyed; but all the garriſon, ex- 
cept about 300 men, effected their eſcape, 
with as much of the ſtores as they could poſ- 
ſibly carry off. Upwards of ſix hundred 
houſcs, the two cathedrals, the town-houſe, 
the ptiſon, and other public edifices, were 
ſet on fire or beat down by the beliegers; 
who diſcharged, in theſe few hours, at leaft 

4009 
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4000 cannon balls, many of which being red- 
hot, produced a moſt dreadful conflagration. 
The public records, pictures, ſtatues, and 
other valuables, were conſumed; near five 
hundred of the defenceleſs inhabitants were 
killed; and the ſurvivors were plundered of 
their remaining property, by the Auſtrians, 
Pandours, and Sclavonians, as ſoon as they 
could force their way into the town. 


M1sFORTUNES now poured in upon the. 
King of Pruſſia from every quarter. 


Tux army of obſervation commanded by the 
Dake of Cumberland, who was reſtricted by the 
Hanoverian council from acting otherwiſe than 
on the defenſive, continually retired before the 
French, under M. D'Eſtrees, who had paſſ- 
ed the Weſer, till arrived at Haſtenbeck, 
within a few miles of Hammelen, where it 
was judged that the ſuperior numbers of the 
enemy might be the leaſt prejudicial; and 
even there, notwithſtanding the advantage of 
fituation, the excellent conduct of the Duke, 
and the bravery of the Hanoverian ſoldiers, - 
the allied army, after a ſtruggle of three days, 
was driven on the 25th of july from the 

| field 
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field of battle, and unfortunately retreateg 
towards Stade. His Royal Highneſs the Duke 
of Cumberland, by inadvertently taking this 
route inſtead of retiring to the Pruſſian garriſon 
at Magdeburg, full fifty miles nearer, was 
forced into a ſort of cul de fac; where, being 
unable from his fituation to retire, or from 
his ſtrength to advance, he was finaliy com- 
pelled, on the 8th of September, to ſign the 
remarkable capitulation of Cloſter Seven, by 
which 38, 00 Hanoverians laid down their 


arms, and were diſperſed into different quar- 
ters of cantonment. 


Tus Hanoverians being thus entirely ſub- 
dued, all the French forces, now under the 
command of the Duke de Richelieu, who had 
on the 6th of Auguſt ſucceeded M. D'Eftrees 
as commander in chief, were let looſe by 
this treaty, and conſequently ready to fall on 
the King of Pruſſia's dominions ; and though, 
it is true, an enterprize was concerted in 
England againſt the coaſt of France, to make 
a diverſion in his favour, by drawing part of 
the French army to the defence of their own 
country, it effected nothing material towards 
the relief of his Pruſſian majeſty, who had 
| not 
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not only approved but earneſtly recommended 
the meaſure, as appears from Sir John Li- 
gonier's letter explaining the inflructions 
given on that occaſion. 


Taz Ruſſians, in the mean time, who had 
long ſeemed irreſolute and inactive, on a ſudden 
reſumed their march, under Marſhal Apraxin 
and General Fermor, and entered into Ducal 
Pruſſia, marking their progreſs by every ſpecies 
of inhumanity; an army of 22,000 Swedes pe- 
netrated into Pruthan Pomerania, laying the 
whole of that country under contributions; the 
Imperial army of execution, joined by the 
French under the Prince de Soubiie, undertook 
the recovery of Saxony; and the Auſtrians were 
ſ left at full liberty to employ the greateſt part 
of their forces in the reduction of Silefia. 


ALL that had a few months before threat- 
enced the enemies of the King of Pruſſia, 
ſeemed now only to have been delayed that 
it might fall with accumulated weight on his 
own head. 


AFTER the King of Pruffia had relieved his 
brother Henry, Marſhal Keith was ordered to 
EE quit 
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quit the mountains of Bohemia, and join the 
royal army: a ſervice which was not effected 
without conſiderable oppoſition from the ene. 
my's irregulars, who greatly annoyed the rear 
of Marſhal Keith's army, and carried off ſome 
of his baggage and proviſions. On their junc. 
tion, between Bautzen and Gorlitz, the united 
force of the two Pruſſian armies amounted 
to 60,000 men; excluſive of twelve battalions 
of infantry, and ten ſquadrons of horſe, ſta- 
tioned at Pirna under the Prince of Anhalt 
Deſſau, to prevent any ſurprize on Dreſden, 
to ſecure the paſſes of the mountains, and to 
check the incurſions of Auſtrian parties, with 
whom daily ſkirmiſhes occurred, which ter- 
minated with various ſucceſs, 


A LARGE body of Auſtrians had entered 
Sileſia, and penetrated as far as Breſlaw; but, 
as they found the Prince of Bevern's army 
encamped within fight of that city, they 
abandoned their deſign of beſieging it, and 
turned their attention towards the important 
fortreſs of Schweidnitz, which they ſoon at- 
terwards approached in form, 


Wält 
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Wulrx the Auſtrians were thus employed, 
his Pruſſian majeſty laboured inceſſantly to 
draw their main army into ſuch ſituations 
as might enable him to combat them with ad- 
vantage. With this view, he quitted his camp 
at Bautzen; and, after ſeveral judicious mo- 
tions, took poſt at Budin on the 1 5th of Au- 
guſt, 


Tur Imperial army of execution, and the 
French forces under the Prince de Soubiſe, 
were at this time conjunctively haſtening 
ag2inſt Saxony; and the King of Pruſſia made 
uſe of every artifice to force the Auſtrians in- 
to an engagement previous to the arrival of ſo 
many additional enemies; but all his ſtrata- 
gems proved ineffectual, though he even drew 
up his army within fight of the enemy, and 
actually offered them battle. He then de- 
tached 16,000 men, under Gencral Win- 
terfeldt, on the other ſide the Nieſſe, to at- 
tack them in flank; but finding nothing 
could induce them to riſque a battle, he re- 
ſolved, without loſing another moment, to 
meet the Imperialiſts on their march, and 
bring them to a ſeparate engagement, 


＋ TRR 
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THE Prince of Bevern, Prince Ferdinand, 
and General Winterfeldt, were left with about 
30,000 men to watch the motions of the Ay. 
ſtrians, while his Pruſſian majeſty and Mar. 
ſhal Keith proceeded on this expedition; and 
the inſtant it was known by the enemy that 
the king was abſent, they came out of their 
camp, and a body of 5000 attacked two bat- 
talions in General Winterfeldt's diviſion, 
whom they entirely cut to pieces, the brave 
general himſelf receiving a wound on the oc- 
caſion which ſoon af.erwards proved mortal. 


Tur King of Pruſſia, in the mean time, 
having received undoubted information that 
the Imperial and French forces were aſſembled 
at Erfurth with the view of penetrating into 
Saxony, and making themſelves maſters of 
the Elbe, he proceeded with a large body of 
his army to Naumbourg; and, in their march, 
the light horſe had a ſkirmiſh with the enc- 
my, greatly to the advantage of the Pruſſians. 


Tu royal army having paſſed the Sala at 
| Naumbourg, they proceeded to Buttelſtadt, 
where his Pruſſian majeſty received the firſt 
intelligence of the convention at Cloſter Se- 
ven, and the Duke de Richelieu's invaſion 
of 
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of Halberſtadt. He immediately detached 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick againſt the 
duke; who not only ſcoured the country, and 
beat up the quarters of the French at Egelen, 
but, on the advance of the main army againſt 
him, took poſt at Wanſleben, and cut off their 
ſupplies of proviſions. 


Tu King of Pruſſia having collected his 
forces, and advanced to Erfurth, the Impe- 
rialiſts retreated before him, and were driven 
as far as the hills of Eiſcnach; and though 
little or nothing more could now be prudently 
attempted, an advanced poſt of huſſars and 
dragoons, which had been ſtretched as far as 
Gotha, maintained it's ground againſt a large 
body under Prince Hildbourghauſen, which 
had been ſent to effect it's diſlodgment. 


IT. was about this period, when both theſe 
armies remained for ſome time inactive, that 
the King of Pruſſia, in conſequence of the 
convention at Cloſter Seven, and the then 
alarming ſituation of his affairs, addreſſed to 
his ally, the King of Great Britain, the fol- 
lowing manly and ſpirited letter, written with 
his own hand. 


2 2 ©I Hayeg 
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* I Have juſt been informed, that the buſi- 
© neſs of a neutrality for the Electorate of 
Hanover is not yet dropped. Can your ma- 
jeſty have fo little conſtancy and firmneſs as to 
ſink under a few adverſe events? Are affairs 
© in ſo bad a fituation that they cannot be re- 
© trieved? Conſider the ſtep which your ma- 
jeſty propoſes to take, and that which you 
have induced me to take. You are the cauſe 
* of all the misfortunes now ready to fall 
* on me. I ſhould never have broken my al- 
* liance with France, but for your fair pro- 
* miles. I repent not of my treaty with your 
* majeſty; but do not ſhamefully abandon 
* meto the mercy of my enemies, after hav- 
© ing brought upon me all the powers of Eu- 
© rope. I expect that your majeſty will re- 
* member your renewed engagements, and that 
* you will not liſten to any treaty in which I am 
not comprehended.' 


Is conſequence of this letter, his Britan- 
nick majeſty, en the 16th of September, or- 
dered the following declaration to be commu- 
nicated to all the foreign miniſters reſident at 
the court of London. 

* THE 
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Tux king having ordered an account to 
« be given -him of the repreſentations of M. 
« Michell, in relation to ſome overtures made 
by his majeſty's Electoral miniſters concern- 
ing the checks received in Germany, hath 
* commanded that anſwer be given to the King 
of Pruſha's miniſter—that it never was his 
« majeſty's intention, that the ſaid overtures, 
made without the participation of the Britiſh 
council, ſhould have the leaſt influence on 
his majeſty's conduct as King. His majeſty 
« ces, in the ſame light as before, the perni- 
© cious effects of the union between the courts 
© of Vienna and Verſailles, which threaten 
a ſubverſion of the whole ſyſtem of public 
liberty, and of the independence of the Eu- 
* ropean powers. He conſiders, as a fatal 
* conſequence of this dangerous connection, 
the ceſſion made by the court of Vienna of 
* the ports of the Netherlands to France, .con- 
* trary to the faith of the moſt ſolemn treaties ; 
and, in ſuch a critical ſituation, whatever 
may be the ſucceſs of arms, his majeſty is 
determined to act in conſtant concert with 
the King of Pruſſia, in employing the moſt 
* efficacious means to fruſtrate the unjuſt and 
oppreſſive 


- 
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* oppreſſive deſigns of their common ene. 
mies; and the King of Pruſſia may aſſure 
© himſelf that the Britiſh crown will continue 
© to fulfil, with the greateſt punctuality, it”; 
* engagements with his Pruſſian majeſty, and 
to ſupport him with firmneſs and vigour. 

* HOLDERNESSE.' 


APPLICATION was alſo made by the King 
of Great Britain, in his Electoral capacity, by 
a memorial to the diet of the Empire, for the 
relief and redreſs of his Hanoverian domi- 
nions, invaded and ſeized by the Duke de 
Richelieu, who was enriching himſelf with 
exceſſive contributions, and the plunder of 
'thoſe countries which were unhappily ex- 
poſed to his arms; thus repairing, by exceſ- 
five cruelty, and the moſt infernal practices, 


that fortune which bis perſonal vices had re- 
duced. 


Bu r theſe juſt repreſentations had no effect; 
and a propoſiti-n from the court of London, 
to extend the convention of Stade or Cloſter 
Seven to a general armiſtice, founding thereon 
a negociation for a general peace, was attended 
with as little ſucceſs, The French had got poſ- 

ſeſſion 
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(ion of Hinover, and they were reſolved to 
keep it ; without paying the ſmalleſt regard 
to the truce which had been 1gre:d on, while 
any breach of faith ſcemed to promiſe them 
advantage | 


Tar Hanoverians, rouzed by repeated in- 
ſults, and the perpætual infraction of a ſolemn 
convention, without any proſpect of redreſs, 
alembled at Stade, under Prince Ferdinand 
of Bruniwick, and bravely reſumed their arms, 
in ipite of all the terrible denunciations of the 
Duke de Richelieu, who could not menace them 
with more fatal conſequences than they had al- 
ready in part experienced, though he threaten- 
Fed, in expreſs words, to * fire all their pal ces, 
E publick edifices, and gardens ; to {ack all their 
towns and villages, without ſporing the 

{ſmalleſt cottage; in ſhort, to make che coun- 

try feel the utmolt horrors cf war.“ 


PRINCE Ferdinand bravely replied to theſe 
menaces, that he was d-termined to abide the 
conſequences, and would perſonally decide all 
Lilputes at the head of his ame. The Prince 
ndeavourcd to keep his word; but che Duke 
e Richelieu, after ſeveral ſkirmiſhes tothe diſ- 

advantage 
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advantage of the French troops, ſtudiouſly 
avoided a general engagement, and precipi. 
tately retreated, in his turn, before the Hang. 
verian army, till he“ got into Zell; where, 
calling in his advanced parties, he wantonly 
burnt and deſtroyed the farm -houſes and ſheep. 
walksinthe vicinity; and, delivering up the city 
to be plundered by his troops, againſt all the 
rules of war, ordered the ſuburbs to be burnt ty 
aſhes, without ſparing the orphan- houſe cf 
helpleſs children, who were conſumed in the 
flames kindled by this inhuman miſcreant. 


Tux people of England, averſe as they had 
been to a German war, began now to rejoice 
that the Hanoverians had reſumed their arm) 
and the Britiſh parliament chearfully voted 
100,000). for their immediate ſupport; thu 
enabling Hanover to find ſufficient employ- 
ment for the French grand army, which would 
otherwiſe have been ready to pour down! 
moſt powerful force on the King of Pruſſia, in 
addition to thoſe of Auſtria and the empire. 


Bor theſe were not the only operations ne- 
ceſſary in the deſperate fituation of the King ol 
Pruſſia's affairs; who had ſo many enemies d 

| encounte!, 
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encounter, at the ſame period, that it is hardly 
poſſible to form any regular arrangement of 
the various tranſactions. 

* 

Ox of the firſt ſteps which had been taken 
by his Pruſſian majeſty, after the miſcarriage 
at Kolin, was to check the force of thoſe 
enormities which diſgraced the Ruſſian arms; 
and, having in vain tried the effect of a pa- 
cifick memorial to the court of Peterſburg, he 
ſent an army of 30,000 men, under Marſhal 
Lehwald, to ſtop the progreſs of their ſavage 
cruelty, 


On this occaſion, the following letter was 
(publiſhed at Berlin by authority. 


Tux enemy, notwithſtanding their ſupe- 

* riority, are buſied in entrzaching them- 
+ ſelves, and ſeem only ſtudious to ruin the 
* country in the moſt barbarous manner, The 
* farmers have ſown none of their lands this 
* ſeaſon, and the enemy pillage all without 
diſtinction. General Fermor's army, it is 
true, has kept tolerable diſcipline; for, 
whatever it may have plundered, it has nei- 
2 A ther 
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© ther maſſacred or maimed. But nothing 
can equal the diſorders and cruelties which 
* mark the progreſs of the grand army. They 
© even cut off the noſe and ears of the coun. 
© try people becauſe they had nothing more 
to give, and their cattle were driven away 
* and fold to the army for the moſt inſigniſi- 
© cant ſums; the only excuſe for which was, 
© that the Coflacks muſt have ſubſiſtence, and 
get money. The diſorders they have com- 
* mitted fiil the ſoul with horror. Many of 
© the peaceable inhabitants have been hanged; 
© ſeveral have had their limbs wantonly hewn 
off; and ſome have even been ripped up 
alive, and had their hearts torn out by the 
© hands of theſe mercileſs barbarians. Chil- 
© dren have been carried off from their parents; 
and, in ſhort, ſuch atrocious cruelties are 
daily exerciſed as ſhock human nature; and 
* muſt fix eternal infamy on the enemy, who 
* impiouſly call themſelves Chriſtians, and 
* promiſe in the memorials they have pub- 
* liſhed the utmoſt moderation and good dil- 
* cipline, The inhabitants of the country, 
* driven to deſpair, take arms wherever they 
can procure them, and endeavour to defend 

« thell 
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« their lives, and the few effects they have 
© been able to carry off to their places of re- 
« treat. The maſter of a veſſel from Riga, 
«in addition to this ſhocking account, de- 
« clares that more than a hundred women had 
« choſen rather to throw themſelves into the 
« (-1 at Memel, than ſubmit to the brutalities 
of theſe horrid monſters.” 


Tuus it appears, amidſt all the aggrava- 
tions which may be fairly ſuſpected, that the 
Ruſſian army really acted with more cruelty to 
the defenceleſs inhabitants of Pruſſia, than that 
of Pruſſia had before been too juſtly charged 
with having exerciſed towards thoſe of Saxony. 


THe Pruſſians under Marſhal Lehwald, 
full of indignation againſt the perpetrators of 
ſo many barbarities, preſſed forward to attack 
the main army; though they knew it conſiſt- 
ed of 80,000 regular forces, entrenched in an 
advantageous ſituation near Norkitten, and 
defended by 200 pieces of cannon. 


IT was, indeed, an enterprize of extraor- 
dinary hazard; little inferior to the attack of 
5 2 A 2 Kolin, 
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Kolin, had the Ruſſians been 2 well 
diſciplined. 


Tur Ruſſian army was formed in four lines 
each line covered by a numerous artillery, 


and defended by powerful batteries erected 
on all the eminences. 


Ox the zoth of Auguſt, at five in the 
morning, General Lehwald began the attack 
of this fortified and ſeemingly impregnabl: 
camp; and ſo furious was the onſct of the 
Pruſſians, fighting for every thing that could 
be dear to man, that they entirely broke th: 
whole firſt line of the -enemy, and forced al 
their batteries. 


THE Ruſſian cavalry were likewiſe com- 
pleatly routed; and a regiment of their gre- 
nadiers at the ſame time cut to pieces by the 
Pruſſian dragoons under Prince Holſtein G- 
torp, brother to the King of Sweden. 


NoTw1iTHSTANDING theſe advantages, tht 
ſervice was found too dangerous to be pe!- 
fiſted in: and General Lehwald, who had 
Joſt upwards of 3000 of his brave men in ca- 

rying 
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rying the firſt entrenchment, perceiving that 
the ſecond line was ſtill more impregnable, very 
prudently retired, without expoſing his whole 
army to inevitable deſtruction. This he effected 
in excellent order; without any attempt from 
the enemy to diſturb his rear; and with no 
other loſs than that of leaving the artillery 
taken from the fitſt line, with eleven pieces of 
his own cannon, merely from the want of 
proper carriages to take them away. 


Tux Ruſſians loſt upwards of 10,000 men, 
among whom were three general officers; and 
General Lapuchin, and a colonel of artillery, - 
were wounded and made prifoners, with man y 
of inferior rank. 


Tux Pruſſians loſt no officer of diſtinction, 
but Count Dohna was wounded. 


— 


Tuis ſevere attack gave General Apraxin 
ſuch a ſample of the ſervice he was to expect, 
thould he proceed to favour the operations of 
Count Daun, according to his inſtructions, 
that the retreat of Marſhal Lehwald in a great 
meaſure anſwered every purpoſe of a com- 
pleat victory to Pruſſia. 


ON 


* 
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On the return of Marſhal Lehwald to his 
camp at Velau, having muſtered the remaing 
of his army, he changed their poſition for a 
more advantageous one at Peterſwald, that 
he might with better effect oppoſe any future 
operations of the enemy. 


Tus Ruſſians, however, remained quite 
inactive for a fortnight after the action; when, 
on the 13th of September, General Apraxin 
broke up his ſtrong camp, and in a ſudden and 
moſt aſtoniſhing manner retreated out of Pruſ- 
ſia with ſuch extreme precipitation, that he 
left behind him upwards of 15,000 fick and 
wounded, with eighty pieces of cannon, and 
a conliderable quantity of military ſtores, 


Tuls extraordinary flight, which has been 
aſcribed to the want of ſubſiſtence, was made 
by two columns, and by two routes; one 
proceeding towards Memel, - and the other 
taking the neareſt march to their own country 
through Lithuania or the bailiwick of Abſter- 
nen. The retreat had been conducted with fo 
much art, by advancing the irregulars towards 
the Pruſſian army in order to cover the true 
deſign, and which could never have been ſu- 

ſpected, 
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ſpected, that it was not diſcovered till the third 
day. 


MARSHAL Lehwald, on the firſt intelli- 
gence, detached Prince George of Holſtein, 
with 10,000 horſe, to purſue the fugitives; 
but they had made ſuch forced marches, that 
only a few ſtragglers could be overtaken. | 


T nova the Ruſſians purſued different 
routes, the progreſs of each column was mark- 
ed with one uniform ſpecies of barbarity: 
both burning every village through which 
they paſſed, and practiſing ſuch inhumanity, 
that the roads were left ſtrewed with the 
dead bodies of men and horſes. However, 
they compleatly evacuated the Pruſſian domi- 
nions, Memel only excepted, and relieved his 
Pruſſian majeſty from all apprehenſions of 
their making for this campaign any material 
diverſion in favour of Auſtria. 


WaiLE this was tranſacting, the French 
had not only reduced Guelders, which ſur- 
rendered by capitulation on the 24th of Au- 
guſt, but were indefatigable in every where 
ravaging the pn _— left entirely ex- 
poſed 
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"poſed as far as Magdeburg; and the revenue: 
were actually appropriated to the uſe of the 
Empreſs-queen, who immediately received, 
from Cleves and La Marcke, the ſum of 
200,000 crowns. 


Tu King of Pruſſia, in the mean time, was 
too abundantly employed in watching the 
Auſtrians and Imperialiſts, to ſpare any ſuffi- 
cient number of troops for the protection of 
his territories thus alarmingly invaded. 


Non were theſe prodigious armies the only 
enemies he had at the ſame inſtant to encounter: 
for the Swedes, availing themſelves of the diſ- 
treſſed fituation of the King of Pruſſia's affairs, 
were ravaging Pruſſian Pomerania, and laying 
the neighbouring country under contribution, 


Tuls inſolence of the Swedes his Pruffian 
majeſty was determined to chaſtiſe; he accord- 
| ingly ordered Marſhal Lehwald to proceed on 
that ſervice, the inſtant he found himſelf at 

liberty from the flight of the Ruſſians. 


MARSHAL Lehwald immediately detached 
16,000 men into Pomerania, under” the 
command 
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command of Prince George of Holſtein Got- 
torp, and ſoon after followed with the re- 
mainder of his army. | 


Tuouon Count Hamilton, who command- 
ed the Swediſh army, had only 22,000 men, 
he was in daily expectation of being reinforced 
by 15,000 French, and 6000 Mecklenburg- 
ers: but the celerity with which Marſhal Leh- 
wald executed the orders of his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty, effectually prevented this junction, and 
reduced the Swedes -to ſuch ſtraits, that they 
were under no ſmall apprehenſions of experi- 
encing a fate ſimilar to that of the Saxon 
army at Pirna. 


lx ſhort, Marſhal Lehwald not only re- 
covered the whole country which had been 
leized on by Sweden, driving their troops 
every where before him, but actually added to 
the dominions of his royal maſter all Swediſh 
Pomerania, the fortified town of Stralſund 
alone excepted: nor did he fail to make the 
Duke of Mecklenburg heartily repent of the 
part he had agreed to take againſt the King of 
Pruſſia, by raiſing heavy contributions on his 

hereditary dominions. | 
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Tuus the Swedes, without a ſingle battle, 
concluded their campaign; lofing nearly one 
third of their men, by ſickneſs and defertion, 
beſides thoſe who were killed and taken pri- 
foners in the ſeveral ſkirmiſhes which occurred, 


Bor although the Ruſſians and Swedes 
were by theſe means happily difpoſed of, the 
Auſtrians, the Imperialitts, and the French, 
ſill remained in iuch alarming force as might 
weil have appal ed the braveſt hero obliged to 
meet them with the comparatively ſmall ar- 
mies of Pruſſia. 


Wirt his Pruſſian majeſty remained en- 
camped at Erfurth, towards the latter end of 
October, incapable of oppoſing in all quarters 
the numerous armies engaged againſt him, 
and ſtudious to attack his dominions where- 
ever they were molt expoſed, a conſider- 
able body of Hungarians, under the com- 
mand of General Haddick, having penetrated 
through Luſatia into Brandenburg, marched 
up to the gates of Berlin, and pace es laid 
that capital under contribution, 


Tur ſeaſonable approach, however, of the 


Prince of Anhalt Deſſau, ſoon checked the 
devaſtation 
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devaſtation which muſt otherwiſe have enſued 
on this occaſion. 


MakSsuAl. Keith, about this time, had 
retired to Leipſick, with that part of the ar- 
my under his command; and the con federated 
armies finding the Pruſſian forces thus divid- 
ed, were reſolved to ſeize the tunitv of 
attacking him. They accordingly advanced, 
by cantonments, through Naumburg, Z--ts, 
and Weiſſenfelds; not at all doubting that they 
ſhould inſtantly become maſters of the river 
Sala, of Leipſick, and of the Pruſſian maga- 
Zines at Torgau, 


Tre King of Pruſſia, more fatigued by 
continually watcking the enemy, and fruit- 
leſsly labouring to bring tem to engage, than 
he could poſſibly have been by the moit active 
and ſevere ſervice, had probably made ſome 
of theſe diſpoſitians with no other view than 
to invite an attack which a leſs vigorous 
mind would moſt certainly have been equally 
ſtudious to avoid. Be this as it may, on the 
ſirſt advice that the Imperialiſts, joined by the 
French forces under the Prince de Soubiſe, 
were in full march to attack Marſhal Keith, 

2 B 2 ks 
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the king ordered his whole army to aſſemble 
at Leipſick; a buſineſs which was effected with 
ſuch expedition, that the troops from Luſatia, 
as well as thoſe from Magdeburg, joined the 
royal army on the 26th inſtant. 


His Pruſſian majeſty loſt no time in making 
every neceſſary diſpoſition to give the enemy 
battle: but they ſtill avoided any deciſive con- 
teſt when the moment for action arrived, eager 
as they had lately ſeemed for the opportunity 
to engage, and which now fairly preſented it- 
ſelf on the ſpacious plains of Lutzen. 


On the 3oth, the King of Pruſſia advanced 
ſtill nearer to the enemy; and, next day, hav- 
ing drawn up his army with an intention to 
attack them in their quarters, he took 500 
priſoners, but was unable to proceed farther 
than Lutzen. 


On the 1ſt of November, the king having 
received information that the enemy were on 
all ſides retiring, he marched with the van- 
guard to attack Weiſſenfelds, and forced the 
garriſon to abandon that poſt, with the loſs of 
300 men made priſoners in their retreat. 


Tus 
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Tur enemy, to eſcape their purſuers, burnt 
the fine bridge acroſs the Sala, which had coſt 
100,000 crowns building; while the poſition 
of the Imperial iſts on the oppoſite ſide of the 
river, behind walls, and in huts, to oppoſe 
any repairs of the bridge, ſeemed to indicate 
m intention of diſputing the paſſage of the 
Sala with the Pruſſians. 


Tur bridges at Merſeburg, and at Hall, 
were likewiſe found to be burnt, when Mar- 
ſhal Keith, with the main army, arrived at 
thoſe places. The marſhal immediately pro- 
ceeded to repair the reſpective bridges; and, 
being in poſſeſſion of Hall, Merſeburg, and 
Weiſſenfelds, the whole Pruſhan army croſſed 
the Sala in three columns, forcing the enemy 
to evacuate all their poſts on the river, and 
retire to Micheles. The Pruſſians, having 
joined, proceeded the ſame day to the village 
of Roſbach, directly facing the enemy's camp. 


Tux King of Pruſſia, having in perſon re- 
connoitred the enemy's fituation and ſtrength, 
and diſcovered that they were molt ' expoſed 
to the right, made the neceſſary preparations 
lor attacking them on that fide the next day. 


In 
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In the morning, however, when every 
thing ſeemed ready for action, and the caval. 
ry in the van were abſolutely put in motion, 
an order was ſuddenly iſſued for the trocp 
not to proceed. 


Tux King of Pruſſia, with his uſual pre. 
caution, had again reconnoitred the enemy; 
and he diſcovered that they had, during th: 
night, artfully changed the poſition of ther 
camp, which now not only faced the Pruſiiu 
army, but was compleatly covered in front ly 
a large hollow way, the fight being poſted on 
an eminence in a wood, and fortified with 
three ſtrong redoubts, beſides barricades d 
trees. This diſpoſition rendering it highly 
unadviſable to proceed, his Pruſſian majcſty 
very prudently poſtponed the intended attack 
and ordered his whole army into encampment: 
while the enemy, thus diſappointed, opene! 
a briſk but wanton cannonade, which c:ntinue 
the whole day, without doing any other exe- 
cution than killing nine men. 


Tux unexpected alteration in the motions ci 
the Pruſſian army being aſcribed to a dil 


dence in their own ſtrength, the enemy bega 
to 
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to ſuſpect an intended retreat, and detached 


{-yeral parties to harraſs them: and now the 


Imperialiſts, who had hitherto avoided com- 
ing to action, elated by the ſuppoſed depreſ- 
fon of the Pruſſians, reſolved not only to 
weit the King of Pruflia's ſo long dreaded at- 
tack, but abſolutely to begin the engagement 
by ſeeking him in his own camp. 


ACCORDINGLY, on the 5th inſtant, about 
nine in the morning, their infantry having 
ap proached along the riſing grounds nearer to 
he Pruſſian camp, began to file off to the 
right, and the whole army was put in motion: 
large body of cavalry at the fame time 
marched towards the left, directing their 
ourſe along the heights which ſurrounded the 
Pruffians, and within the reach of heavy ar- 
bllery. 


IT was two o'clock before the King of 
ruſha could form any certain judgment of 
he enemy's true deſign; when it became ma- 
biteſt that, after doubling the left of the Pruſ- 
ns, and directing their march towards Merſe- 
burg, that they might be enabled to cut off a 
fetreat, they intended to open the engage- 


ment 
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LJ 


ment by an attack on the rear of the king; 
army, which would then be effeCtually fu;. 
rounded. 


His Pruſſian majeſty, ſatisfied of the ene. 
my's real intention, relolved to prevent it's 2c. 
compliſhment by inftantly commencing the 
action: he therefore ſeized the critical moment. 
and, to baffle all their art, and enſnare then 
in their own toils, drew up his army in ord: 
of battle, and by half a turn to the left march. 
ed parallel with the enemy. 


IT was in this poſition that the King d 
Pruſſia addreſſed his army in the following 
memorable ſpeech. 


My brave friends! the hour is arrive, 
when all that is, and all that ought to be 
« dear to us, depends on the {words which art 
© now drawn for the battle. Time permits mt 
© to ſay but little, nor is there occaſion to la 
much. You know that there is no labour, 
no hunger, no cold, no watching, and 10 
danger, that I have not hitherto ſhared wih 
« you: and you ſee me now ready to lay dow! 
* my life, with you, and for you. All I 

| E quit 
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« quire IS, the ſame pledge of fidelity and af- 
« fetion as I give! Let me, however, add 
not as any incitement to your valour, but as 
«a teſtimony of my own gratitude—that from 
« this hour, till we go into quarters, your pay 
« ſhall be double. Acquit yourſelves like 
© men, and put your confidence in God! 


Tux effect of this ſpeech is inconceiv- 
able; the whole army burſt into an univerſal 
ſhout, and every boſom felt conſcious of ſuc- 
ceſs in the battle which each was impatient 
to begin, 


IT muſt, however, be confeſſed, that no- 
thing ſhort of enthuſiaſtic ardour could have 
expected a victory: the united army under the 
Prince of Saxe Hilburghauſen and the Prince 
de Soubiſe, conſiſting of at leaſt 50, ooo ef- 
fective troops; while the Pruſſians, after leav- 
ing five battalions for the garriſon of Leipſic, 
a battalion at Halle, another at Merieburg, 
and a third at Weiſſenfelds, ſcarcely amount- 
ed to 18,000 men. 


Bur they conſidered that they were ſub- 
jects of the King of Pruſſia; that they were 
2 C be... 
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to fight in the preſence of their ſovereign, him. 
ſelf the braveſt man on earth; and that the 
conteſt was for the preſervation of a monarch 
whom they thus idolized, as well as for the 
ſecurity of their own perſonal freedom, the 
rights of their country, and every thing that 
is moſt valuable to all who truly deſerve the 
name of men. 


TRE King of Pruſſia had, at firſt, reſolved to 
open the engagement with an attack on one 
wing only; and, from the diſpoſition of the 
enemy, the left ſeemed beſt calculated for this 
purpoſe: but, at the very inſtant when the 
battle was about to commence, his- majeſty 
countermanded the original orders, and gave 
inſtructions for ſuch a poſition of his right 
wing as ſhould prevent it's being ſurrounded 
by the enemy. In the mean time, all the ca- 
valry of the right wing, except two or three 
ſquadrons, from extreme eagerneſs for action, 
had advanced to the left on full gallop, and 
formed oppoſite the enemy, asat firſt inſtructed, 
By theſe motions, however, the Pruſſian ca- 
valry gained the tiäng grounds, and made 
«xcellent uſe of the advantage. They began 
the attack by taking the enemy's cavalry in 

| | flank, 
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flank, and the charge was aſtoniſhingly fierce. 
ceyeral French regiments came on with great 
reſolution; but, after a few diſcharges, they 
were driven back by the Pruſſians, who pur- 
ſued them for a conſiderable time. At length, 
an eminence gave the flying troops an oppor- 
tunity of rallying, and they ventured to make 
a ſtand : here, however, they were ſo ſeverely 
handled by the victorious purſuers, that they 
at length betook themſelves to Right i in the 
moſt compleat diſorder, 


Wulrx the cavalry were thus actively en- 
gaged, the infantry had opened themſelves; 
and, though briſkly cannonaded by the enemy, 
who did conſiderable execution, the Pruſſian 
artillery was at the ſame time inceſſantly direct- 
ed with ſtill ſuperior effect. This ſevere can- 
nonade having continued without intermiſſion 
for about twenty minutes, the fire of the in- 
fantry commenced; and ſo continual was the 
diſcharge, that the enemy were unable to ſu- 
ſtain the ſevere ſhock of the Pruffian foot, who 
gallantly advanced up to the enemy's batteries, 
and carried them, one after another, with the 
moſt irreſiſtible bravery, the enemyevery where 

1 giving 
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giving way before them, in the greateſt dil. 
order and confuſion. 


As the left wing advanced, the right chang. 
ed it's poſition, and reached a ſmall riſing 
ground, on which they immediately planted 
fixteen pieces of heavy cannon, ſo as to fire on 
the enemy's right, and increaſe their diſorder, 
as well as to gall exceſſively the front of thr 
left wing, 7 


From theſe diſpoſitions, and with exertion 
of valour never perhaps exceeded, the King 
of Pruſſia perſonally leading on his troops the 
whole time, expoſed to the hotteſt fire of the 
enemy, at five in the afternoon, victory declar- 
ed in favour of the brave Pruſſians. The ar- 
tillery was compleatly filenced; the army on 
all ſides fled; and only fix battalions of the 
Pruſſian left were en gaged, 


THE purſuit was eager; but the faſt ap- 
proach of a night exceſſively dark, favoured the 
flying army, and prevented the conquerors 
from reaping all the fruits of their victory. 
The fugitives fled rapidly the whole night; 


and, by the morning, had hurried forward 3 
| x far 
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far as Freybourg, where they effected their 
paſſage over the Unſtrut, and at length reach- 
ed Eckerſburg. 


His Pruſſian majeſty, at the firſt dawn of 
day, ſet out with all his cavalry, ſupported by 
four battalions of grenadiers, to overtake the 
cnemy, leaving orders for his whole infantry 
to follow by two columns; but, having to 
repair the bridge at Freybourg, which they 
had burnt in their retreat, it was near five 
in the evening before his majeſty could come 
up with them, when he immediately pro- 
ceeded to poſt his cavalry in an advantageous 
ſituation on the hills of Eckerſburg, but was 
unable to proceed farther, on account of the 
extreme darkneſs of the evening, which now 
a ſecond time favoured the enemy. 


Tukv, however, according to their own pub- 
| liſhed accounts, had very little to boaſt; for 


they had only juſt got together, and were 
ſitting down to dinner, when they perceived 


the Pruſſians were at their heels, and heard the 
tremendous roar of their cannon: accordingly, 
they again ſet off, with the utmoſt expedition; 

and, 
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and, marching all night, at length got into 
Erfurth, harraſſed in their flight by the Pruf. 


ſian huſſars, who took from them near 300 
Joaded waggons. 


Tux enemy left dead on the field of battle, 
at Roſbach, 3000 men; and 6000 were made 
priſoners, excluſive of eight French generals, 
feveral German generals, and 250 officers of 
different ranks. The King of Pruſſia alſo took 
163 pieces of cannon, 1 5 ſtandards, and ſeveral 
pair of colours; and, beſides the above number 
of prifoners, there were 300 waggon-load of 
wounded, whom the king ſent to Leipſic. 


Tur lots of the Pruſſians was truly incon- 
ſiderable, not exceeding 300 killed and wound- 
ed: among whom, however, Colonel Prignitz 
was killed; and Prince Henry, General Scid- 
litz, and General Meinecke, were lightly 
wounded. 


Tu E glorious ſucceſs of this compleat vic- 
tory left the Imperialiſts utterly incapable of 
renewing hoſtilities; and his Pruſſian majeſty 
was now left at liberty to act in perſon againſt 

the 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 199 


the Auſtrians, who had a vaſt force in Sileſia, 
where they were making a very ſerious pro- 
orefs. But though they had, on the 26th of 
October, opened their trenches before Schweid- 
aitz; during the firſt fourteen days, they had 
been greatly interrupted by the perpetual ſal- 
lies of the beſieged. 


PRINCE Charles of Lorrain, in the mean 
time, had encamped near Breſlau, oppoſite the 
Prince of Bevern's army ftationed to cover 
that city; and was anxiouſly waiting the re- 
duction of Schweidnitz, when he expected to 
be reinforced by the troops of Bavaria and 
Wurtemburg employed on that ſervice, and 
thus rendered capable of giving battle to the 
Prince of Bevern, or compelling his retreat 
from Breſlau, which muſt then unavoidably 
fall into his hands, 


Tas diſpoſitions placed Sileſia in the ut- 
moſt danger of being compleatly wreſted from 
the King of Pruſſia; and though his majeſty 
had been apprized of the unfavourable proſpect 
of affairs in the very part of his dominions 
which had at firſt given riſe to the war, and 
the conqueſt of which would perfectly ac- 
compliſh 
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compliſh the enemy's grand aim, he ſtill en. 
tertained hopes that the garriſon of Schweidnit 
could not fail to hold out till himſelf ſhould he 
enabled to relieve them. | 


UNFORTUNATELY, however, his Pruſſian 
majeſty was too late: for though, on the 1 1th 
of November, the Auſtrians, in a general af. 
fault, which coſt them ſeveral hundred men, 
could only carry two redoubts, without effect. 
ing any material breach in the ramparts of the 
town, the general officers who commanded at 
Schweidnitz thought proper to capitulate the 
very next day, in a moſt extraordinary man- 
ner; quite contrary to the inclinations of the 
brave garriſon, who had before expreſſed a 

wiſh, which they then repeated, that they 
might be allowed to force their way through 
the army of the beſiegers. 


Tnuus this ſtrong fortreſs, with 4000 of the 
fineft foldiers in the world, and a vaſt quan- 
tity of ammunition, proviſions, and money, 
fell into the hands of the enemy, who were 
now abundantly qualified to attack the Prince 
of Bevern. They had loſt, it is true, 8c00 
men in the fiege, but their united force was 

| treble 
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treble that of the prince's; and they reſolved 
ro ſeek him, when the remainder joined the 
main army near Liſſa, in his ſtrong camp un- 
der the walls of Breſlau, before the king, 
who they knew was on full march for the 
relief of Sileſia, could poſſibly arrive to his 
aſſiſtance. 


GENERAL Nadaſti was accordingly poſted 
with a large body of troops on the flank of 
the Pruſſian right wing; and at nine in the 
morning of the 22d inſtant, the general attack 
commenced. The Auſtrian right wing, how- 
ever, in ſpite of every advantage, as well in 
numbers as in ſituation, was ſoon fairly re- 
pulſed, and obliged to retire towards Neu- 
marck ; while Lieutenant-general Zicthen, 
who commanded the left wing of the Prufſ- 
ſians, gave General Nadaſti ſo warm a recep- 
tion, that his ſcparate corps was alſo com- 
pleatly routed. : 


Tax ſlaughter of the Auſtrians was pro- 
digious; amounting, it has been aſſerted, to 
tull 20,002 men, in killed, wounded, and 
mifling: and the greater part of their army 
aaving retreated, the remainder were prepar- 

2D ing 
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ing to follow, and to leave the Pruflian; 
compleat maſters of the field of battle; when 
a conduct equally unaccountable with that 
which had influenced the ſurrender of 
Schweidnitz, induced the Prince of Bevern to 
retreat likewiſe. He therefore firſt withdrew 
the remainder of his army into their fortified 
camp; and afterwards, quitting this ſtrong 
poſt, paſſed the Oder near Breſlau, the ſuc- 
ceeding night, 


In the mean time, the Auſtrians, returning, 
were aſtoniſh-d to find themſelves poſſeſſed of 


the field they had ſo lately been compelled to 
relinquiſh, 


Ir was ſtill more remarkable, and gave riſe 
to many additional conjectures at this myſte- 
rious period, that the Prince of Bevern, two 
days after the battle, going to reconnoitre, at 
four o'clock in the morning, without eſcort, 
and accompanied only by a ſingle groom, was 
taken priſoner by a ſmall party of Croats, who 
had c:offed the Oder under General Beck. 


TizsE advantages, on the part of Au- 
ria, weze immediately ſucceeded by ano- 
ther, 
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ther, leſs dearly purchaſed, but not of infe- 


rior value. 


LizUTENANT General Leſtwitz, who com- 
manded the garriſon at Breſlau, relinquiſhing | 
all hope of ſupport from an army which poſ- 
ſeſſed too little ſagacity to improve the advan- 
tage it's valour had obtained, and which was 
now fo ſtrangely deprived of it's commander 
in chief, and conſidering his own ſtrength in- 
ſufficient to maintain a place at once ſo ill for- 
tied and fo extenſive, conſented to a capitu- 
lation, in which it was ſtipulated, that the 
garriſon ſhould have free liberty to march out, 
under ſpecial reſtrictions from bearing arms 
againſt the Houſe of Auſtria during the re- 
mainder of the war. 


WuiLE the affairs of his Pruſſian majeſty, 
in Sileſia, bore this unfavourable aſpect, the 
king himſelf, having collected his troops after 
the battle of Roſbach, and at the diſtance of 
above 200 miles, was making a moſt rapid 
march through Thuringia, Miſnia, and Lu- 
latia; in ſpite of every effort from General 
Haddick and General Marſhal, who had been 
polted in Luſatia to obſtruct him, 


2D 2 | A CIR» 
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A c1RCUMSTANCE peculiarly pleaſing, how. 
ever, happened, during the king's march, to 
compenſate, in a ſlight degree, for the loſſes 
he had ſuſtained in the country to which he 
was haſtening. 


Tux garriſon of Schweidnitz had ſubmitted 
with reluctance tothe capitulation which bound 
their hands from the ſcrvice of their king and 
country; and, while they were on the road to 
their intended confinement in Bohemia, under 
a guard of Auſtrians, happening accidentally 
to hear the news of their fellow-ſoldiers victory 
at Roſbach, under the eye of their royal ma- 
ſter, they were ſo animated by the intelligence, 
and fo diſdainful of their own ignominious but 
undeſerved fate, that they unanimouſly roſe on 
the eſcort which was conducting them, and 
which fortunately happened not to be very 
ſtrong, and compleatly diſperſed or deſtroyed 
every man. Thus liberated, they purſued their 
march; not very certain of their way, but full 
of ſpirits, and by no means deſtitute of the 
hope that they ſhould beable to join ſome corps 
of their countrymen. The route they caſually 
took, fortunately led them to the army com- 

manded 
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"anded by the king himſelf, and which was 
haſtening to their relief. 


Tais little incident was highly gratifying 
to his Pruſſian majeſty; while it added conſi- 
derably to the ſtrength of his army, and in no 
ſmall degree to that exceſs of ſpirits which, as 
he often had the ſatisfaction of experienc- 
ing, is ſtill more ſerviceable to an army than 
even ſtrength itſelf. 


On the 29th, the King of Pruſſia entered 
Sileſia, and arrived at Parchwitz, on the Oder; 
where he was joined by the brave troops who 
had, under the command of the Prince of 
Bevern, and Lieutenant-general Ziethen, ſo 
nobly contended with the whole Auſtrian 
army. 


Wirz this additional force, his Pruſſian 
majeſty, on the iſt of December, found his 
army ſufficiently prepared to face the enemy; 
and, being only about two days march diſtant 
from their encampment, he on the 4th inſtant 
advanced with his whole army as far as Neu- 
marck. | 


Tris 


| 
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THIS unexpected viſit threwthe huſſat 
and Pandours, many thouſands of whom were 
poſted at this place, and reſting, as they 
thought, perfectly ſecure, into the greateſt con. 
fuſion 1maginable. However, they inſtantly 
cloſed the gates of the town againſt the advanc. 
ing army; and, in the mean time, fled as faf 
as poſſible towards Breſlau: but the king, nz. 
turally ſuſpecting this, had ordered ſever; 
ſquadrons of dragoons and huſſars to file round 
the walls, and cut off a retreat, ſo that the ac- 
tion became deſjerate, and 300 Auſtrians wen 
cut to pieces, and 19o taken priſoners, with the 


loſs of only five Pruſſian huſſars. 


Tux royal army ſoon forced the gates; aul 
the enemy being entirely driven out, the King 
of Pruſſia took poſſeſſion of the town, which 
was found to contain all the enemy's ovens, 
beſides a ſmall magazine, and a few pieces d 
cannon. 


Tux Auſtrian army, mortified at the inſult 
of thus having their quarters beat up, and con- 
fiding in their ſuperior numbers, with a rei 
lution very different from the in general cod 


conduct of Count Daun, determined to qui 
thei! 
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heir ſtrong camp under the walls of Breſlau, 
nich had been before occupied by the Prince 
of Bevern, and to ſeek the King of Pruitia, 
that they might chaſtiſe what was deemed his 
preſumption. | 


His Pruſſian majeſty, apprized of their de- 
ſion, reſolved to meet the enemy; and, at five 
o'clock in the morning of the 5th inſtant, be- 
ing the very day month after the important 
and deciſive battle of Roſbach, he began to 
march his whole army in purſuit of another 
engagement not leſs important, and under the 
fulleſt confidence that it would prove equally 
deciſive, 


AT dawn of day, the Auſtrian cavalry were 
deſcried on an eminence about half a league 
from Neumarck; and as, from the manner in 
which they were ſpread over the hills, they 
appeared, by the then imperfe& light, to be 
the entice Auſtrian army, the king ordered his 
troops to march forward in two columns. 


ag s the day broke, it was ſoon diſcover. 
d that theſe heights were occupied by four 
Fonda of Saxon light-horſe only, under 


Count 


\ 
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Count Noſtitz, whom the Pruſſian huſſars were 
immediately ordered to attack. 


Azour zoo were accordingly killed and 
taken priſoners; but the remainder, under 
cover of a thick fog, effected their eſcape. 


Tris fog, however favourable to theſt 
Saxon troops, was not leſs ſo to the King df 
Pruſſia; for it enabled his whole army to ap. 
proach the Auſtrians, which they did about 
noon, before his intention was ſuſpected. 


Tux ground occupied by the Auſtrians was 
greatly in their favour, and every advantage 
of fituation had been to the utmoſt improve! 
by the diligence and ſkill of Count Daun; 
Who, knowing he had been the only genera 
that ever carried the field from the King d 
Pruſſia, could not fail to know, better than 
almoſt any other perſon, how very difficult i 
would be to obtain ſuch another victory. 


Tux Auſtrians were drawn up in order o 
battle, on a fine plain, fronting the village di 
Leuthen. The adjacent eminences were wel 


furniſhed with artillery; the ground was allo 
 interſperks 
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interſperſed with thickets, which conſiderably 
favoured their operations; and on the right 
and left were commanding hills fortified by 
ſtrong batteries of heavy cannon: in front, the 
ground was interſected by many cauſeways; 
and, to render the whole more impracticable, 
felled trees were laid acroſs the ways, wherever 
the thickets ſeemed unlikely ro favour their 
operations. The left wing, in particular, was 
covered by a wood of ſome extent, and they 
had cut down a great number of trees to pre- 
vent being flanked, 


His Pruſſian majeſty, undiſmayed by theſe 
advantageous diſpoſitions in an army almoſt 
twice as numerous as his own, and command- 
ed by a general whoſe great {kill he could not 
fail to recognize, after reconnoitring the ſitua- 
tion of the enemy, determined inſtantly to be- 
gin the attack by falling on their left wing. 


ABouT two o'clock in the afternoon the 
engagement commenced: Count Daun, with 
79,000 excellent troops, thus advantageouſly 
poſted; and the King of Pruſſia, with only 
36,000 of his brave ſubjects, who had every 
pothble impediment to encounter. 


- Tur 
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Tu Pruſſian horſe, at the onſet, muſt have 
been wholly incapable of acting, if the king, 
by a moſt judicious diſpoſition, had not over. 
come obſtacles which appeared inſurmount- 
able. Suſpecting that General Nadaſti, who 
was poſted with a corps de reſerve on the ene. 
my's left, intended to take him in flank, his 
majeſty had at firſt ſtationed four battalions 
of infantry behind the cavalry of his right 
wing. It happened juſt as the king had ima- 
gined: for General Nadaſti's horſe made a mol 
furious aſſault on the king's right wing, and 6 
flanked the Pruſſian cavalry, that they actually 
began to give way; when theſe four batta- 
lions, opening a moſt ſevere fire, not only com- 
pleatly routed General Nadaſti's corps, but ſo 
effectually covered and ſupported the right 
wing, and at the ſame time acted fo vigoroully 
on the left of the enemy, that they were foot 
afterwards obliged to fall back. 


THts made way for the main body © 
Prufhan infantry, who advanced in excellent 
order, though expoſed the whole time to one ef 
the moſt dreadful and continued diſcharges al 

artillery and ſmall arms, from all quarter, 
that was perhaps ever ſuſtained. == 
| Txt 
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Tux Pruſſian artillery, however, was moſt 
incomparably ſerved; and, having ably ſup- 
ported the march of the infantry, and enabled 
them to act on grounds where the cavalry could 
ive little or no aſſiſtance, ſoon ſilenced that of 


the enemy. 


Tue Auſtrians made a gallant reſiſtance 
during the whole battle, and ably diſputed 
every foot of the ground: but the Pruſſian 
valour was irreſiſtible; the enemy were forcibly 
driven from the field; and the victory was loſt, 
without the loſs of honour, notwithſtanding 
the ſuperiority of numbers, and the advantage 
of ſituation, which the vanquiſhed had at firſt 
poſſeſſed. 


CounT Daun rallied all his forces at Leu- 
then, which was defended on every ſide by re- 
doubts and entrenchments: but the reiterated 
and impetuous attacks of the perſevering Pruſ- 
ſians, led on by the king in perſon, though 
ſuſtained for near an hour with great firmneſs, 
at length maſtered the poſt, and the Auſtrians 
were compleatly routed. 7 


THe Pruffian dragoons and huſſars purſued 
the flying army great part of the night, and 
2 E2 brought 


212 MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 


brought in many thouſand priſoners; while 
the king himſelf joined the purſuit as far a; 
Liſſa, where his army remained all night un. 
der arms, 


THe vaſt generalſhip, and very uncommon 
bravery, diſplayed on both fides, in this battle, 
may ſerve to account for the obſtinacy of the 
_ conteſt, and the prodigious loſs of men. 


Tux entire diſpoſitions of the Pruſſian army 
were made by the king himſelf, who perſonally 
commanded the right wing, aſſiſted by Prince 


Maurice of Anhalt Deſſau, while the left wa 
committed to the conduct of General Retzoy, 


GENERAL Ziethen, who commanded the 
cavalry, effected wonders: and a cornet of hi; 
regiment, in the purſuit after the battle, witl 
a party of ten men only, took a hundred Au- 
ſtrians priſoners, and carried then to the head 
quarters; for whieh gallant action the king 
immediately promoted him to the rank d 
ciptain, and honoured him with the Order of 
Merit. | 


Tae Auſtrians had 6000 lain in battle, 


and upwards of 20,000 wounded and md: 
priſoners 
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priſoners. They alſo loft, in killed, wounded, 
and taken priſoners, 250 officers of different 
ranks: among whom were Count Lucheſe, 
left dead in the field; and the Prince De Lich- 
tenſtein, General O Donnel, the Saxon Ge- 
neral Count de Noſtitz, and the ſon of the late 
Count Brown, all dangerouſly wounded; and 
4090 waggons, loaded with baggage and am- 
munition, 200 pieces of cannon, and upwards 
of 50 colours and ſtandards, fell into the 
hands of the King of Pruſſia; who loſt no 
more than 500 men killed, and had ſomewhat 
leſs than 2 500 wounded. 


THe Pruſſian troops, full of ardour, were 
deſirous of being immediately led by their 
royal maſfer to the attack of Breſlau; and, 
ſtrongly fortified as it was with a garriton of 
14,000 Auſtrians, to attempt carrying it by 
ſtorm: but though the king very prudently 
declined an enterprize of ſuch, imminent ha- 
zard, he ordered the utual approaches to be 
made for conducting a regular ſiege. 


Tax King of Pruflia, having poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of the ſuburbs, erected two batteries, 
which were ſoon ready to play; and, carrying 
a parallel 
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a parallel within 400 paces of the city ditch, 
he approached Schweidnitz gate. 


In the night of the 15th, at the beginning 
of the bombardment, a tower ſituated on th: 
ſhoulder of a baſtion, and which ſerved the 
garriſon as a powder magazine, was compleatly 
blown up; and the exploſion making a conſi- 
derable breach in the ramparts, greatly facili- 
tated the ſucceſs of the ſiege. 


On the 16th, the cannon of the beſieged 
having been almoſt wholly diſmounted, their 
batteries were ſilenced; on the 17th, the Pruſ- 
fians advanced conſiderably by ſap; on the 
18th they erected a new battery to the right of 
the parallel; on the 19th they had advanced 
within 140 paces of the ditch, conſiderably 
augmenting the breach; and, on the 20th, 
they reduced the beſieged to the neceſſity ot 
capitulating, when the whole 5 became 
priſoners of war. 


Ix the Auſtrian military cheſt, at Breſlau, 
the King of Pruſſia found 144,000 florins; 
the magazines were well ſtocked ; and, beſide 

| the 
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, 
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me artillery of the place, eighty pieces of Au- 
Arian cannon fell into the hands of his majeſty. 


Tas vigilance of the king to improve every 
advantage, is aſtoniſhing ; for, on the 24th, at 
break of day, he marched part of his army, and 
a large train of artillery, through a deep ſnow, 
to inveſt Schweidnitz, which was garriſoned 
by 7000 men. 


No did theſe operations at all prevent other 
exertions to drive the enemy out of Sileſia. 


A DETACHMENT under Baron Fauque 
having been ordered to purſue the Auftrian 
fugitives, had reached Freyburg on the 18th 
inſtant, from whence the enemy was inſtantly 
diſlodged; and, as the Pruſſians advanced to 
Freyburg, Strigan, Kunerſdorff, and other open 
towas, the Auftrians precipitately fled before 
them. On the 19th, 60 waggons, loaded with 
meal for the ſupply of the garriſon at Schweid- 
nitz, were taken; and the eſcort, conſiſting 
of 200 men, all made priſoners. On the 20th, 
the Baron having continued the purſuit as fer 
as Reichenau, attacked the fugitives on th. 
hills near n where they had ha ted 
en ucuched 
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_ entrenched themſelves, with a reinforcement 
of 2000 men from Liebau: and, notwithſtand- 
ing their infantry was now more numerous 
than that of the purſuers, they were forced 
from their trenches, and fairly driven through 
Griffau and Liebau; which towns of courſe 
fell into the hands of the Pruſſians, with 2000 
tons of meal, vaſt quantities of forage, and 
many thouſand bombs, bullets, and granadoes. 
The mountains of Sileſia being thus ſcoured, 
ſuch of the enemy as eſcaped were driven in 
the moſt forlora condition, half-naked, and 
deſtitute of food, into the circle of Konigſgratz. 


Ix the mean time, the towns of Jaggen- 
dorff, Troppau, Teſſchen, and Strigau, in 
Upper Sileſia, were wreſted from the enemy; 
and, on the 2th inſtant, Lignitz had ſurren- 
dered, where a confiderable magazine of pro- 
viſions, ſome artillery, and a large quantity of 
_ ammuniticn, fell into the King of Pruſſia“ 
hands. The garriſon of Lignitz, however, was 
permitted to retire, from the inconvenience ot 
keeping ſo many priſoners ; the king having, 
at the concluſion of this campaign, a much 
greater number of priſoners than men in his 
own army: and the empreſs-queen, who had 

a few 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 217 


ti few weeks before conſidered herſelf per- 
fectly eſtabliſhed in the poſſeſſion of Sileſia, 
had now no other footing throughout that 
country, than the blockaded and forlorn gar- 
riſon of Schweidnitz, the fate of which was 
only delayed by the extreme rigour of the 


ſeaſon. 


„ f f ,, 


Tavs the King of Pruſſia, by his own ſkill 
and magnanimity, and with little or no aſſiſt- 
ance from England, his ſole ally - which had 
not been very able, nor indeed remarkably 
willing, to afford him any effectual aid—freed 
his dominions from the invaſions of five pow- 
erful enemies, who were now every where 
driven before him. 


Bor though the people of England, from 
their averſion to a German war; or rather, 
perhaps, their envy or jealouſy occaſioned by 
George the Second's ſuppoſed partiality for 
Hanover, his electoral dominions; entered 
very reluctantly into a cordial alliance with 
the King of Prufſia—when they once became 
thoroughly convinced of the neceſſity there 
was for ſuch an alliance, to preſerve the ba- 
ance of power in Europe; and ſtill more, 

2 when 


218 MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


when they ſaw with what matchleſs reſolution 
and courage the king himſelf faced his inny. 
merable enemies, and with what prodigious 
bravery his intrepid ſoldiers reſiſted the con. 
federated armies of ſo many extenſive em. 
pires leagued to cruſh one little nation, ſup. 
ported only by ſuperior valour ; the congenia 
ſtate of their own country, and the conge. 
nial heroiſm of their own hearts, kindled in 
every boſom the ardent flame of amity fr 
the ſubjects of his Pruſſian majeſty, and d 
reſentment againſt their puſillanimous foes— 
while the King of Pruſſia himſelf abſoluteh 
became their idol, and the anniverſary of hi 
birth was celebrated in England with ſud 
demonſtrations of joy and affection, as are ne. 
ver exceeded, and not often equalled, on ti: 
birth-days of our own molt favourite ſove- 
reigns. | 


Tux King of Pruſſia, by his victories 1 
the cloſe of a campaign which had diſplayet 
ſo many remarkable revolutions of fortune 
added largely to his cuſtomary reſources; an 
theſe reſources were far more conſiderable tha 
had been generally imagined, while the {cr 
zure of Saxony yielded him, ſuch copious ſup- 
T plies 
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pli-s, as very eſſentially to ſave his own re- 


venue. 


His troops, in the mean time, had acquired 
ſuch a matchleſs reputation for bravery, that 
they were never likely to be encountered, 
without ſome degree of dread, by any number 
of their enemies. 


ww 


NoTw1THSTANDING this diſadvantage, 
and the important additional one of exhauſted 
treaſuries, the confederates ſeemed wonder- 
fully agreed to perfiſt in a war, the utmoſt 
ſucceſs in which could impart but a very ſmall 
portion either of glory or dominion, to be di- 
vided among ſo many nations. 


Tur Ruffian army, which had ſo precipi- 
tately retreated home, was now conſiderably 
augmented, and divided into two ſeparate bo- 
dies; and Marſhal Apraxin being diſgraced, 
General Fermor was appointed to command in 
chief, aſſiſted by General Brown, with ex- 
preſs orders to march back again into Pruſſia, 
regardleſs of the inclemency of the ſeaſon. 


2F 2 Tats 
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TH1s vigorous meaſure of the Czarina wa; 
in conſequence of a new and quadruple alli. 
ance with Auſtria, France, and Sweden, 90 
which ſhe had recently been induced to a0. 


cede, by the inſidious policy of the courts of 
* Verſailles and Vienna. 


GENERAL Fermor obeyed his inſtruction 
with ſo much alacrity, that he poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of Konigſburg, the capital of Ducal Pruſ. 
ſia, on the 22d of January 1758, having met 
with no ſort of oppoſition. 


AFTER ravaging the adjacent country, Ge- 
neral Fermor joined his main army, which had 
encamped on the Viſtula, in the vicinity d 
Dantzick, with an evident defign to ſeize on 
that free city; as ſeems abundantly manifeſt, 
from the demand then made for the admil- 
ſion of a Ruſſian garriſon. This, however, 
was ſo peremptorily refuſed by the Dantzick- i 
ers, who ſtood reſolutely on their own de- 
fence, that General Fermor deemed it unad- 
viſable to carry matters to extremity. He 
therefore croſſed the Viſtula, and marched 2 
ſtrong detachment towards Pomerania; but, 


finding Count Dohna had aſſembled a conſ- 
derable 
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gerable army, fully determined to oppoſe him, 
he again retired to his encampment on the 
Viſtula, and waited for freſh orders from the 
court of Peterſburg to direct his future opera- 
tions. 


EARLY in March, the Imperialiſts, under the 
prince of Deux Ponts, began to aſſemble near 
Bamburg in Franconia; and France was pre- 
paring a new and powerful army, with an 
intention to add ſuch additional force as might 
infallibly cruſh the King of Pruſſia, when a 
weight equally powerful was to fall on Eng- 
land, his preſumptuous ally. 


Tu good underſtanding which had hap- 
pily began to prevail between England and 
Pruflia, was now manifeſtly advantageous to 
both nations: for, before the confederated 
powers could unite, to ſtrike the decifive blow 
lo long meditated, his Pruſſian majeſty detach- 
ed 30,000 men under Prince Henry, to watch 
the motions of the Imperial army, and to pre- 
vent the intended junction; while Prince Fer- 
dinand, with his young nephew, the here- 
ditary Prince of Brunſwick, furniſhed the 
French with ſufficient employ, in guarding 

their 
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their frontiers on the Rhine, and the opera- : 
tions of the Britiſh navy obliged them to 
keep many thouſand troops for the 3 
of their own coaſt. 


ABouT this time the important treaty be. 
tween Pruſſia and England, ſigned the 1 1th of 
April, was negociated : which, after ſtating 
the intentions of the contracting parties, in 
their former treaty of January 1756, to pre- 
ſerve the peace of Europe in general, and that 
of Germany in particular the hoſtilities com- 
mitted againſt their majeſties in the Empire 
by the French, and their machinations for the 
incitement of other powers to commit ſimilar 
outrages—the burdenſome expences which 
had fallen on his Pruſſian majeſty in conle- 
- quence of thoſe hoſtilities—and the mutual 
reſolution of their majeſties to defend and ſe- 
cure each other proceeds to ſtipulate, that his 
Britannick majeſty ſhall pay 670, oco l. imme- 
diately after the ratifications are exchanged, 
to be employed by the King of Pruſſia in 
augmenting and keeping up forces to act as 
may be moſt for the intereſt of the common 
cauſe; and that neither of the contracting 
powers ſhall conclude any peace, make any 
truce, 
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truce, or enter into any neutral treaty, with- 
out the participation of the other. 


Tut Auſtrians, under Count Daun, having 
aembled a grand army near Konigſgratz, in 
Bohemia, towards the latter end of March, 
emed watching an opportunity to enter Si- 
leſia and Saxony; whither, indeed, the mo- 
tions of all the various armies preparing to act 


:21inſt the King of Pruſſia were apparently 
directed. 


Tnvs menaced by ſo many powerful ene- 
mies, his Pruſſian majeſty had recourſe to ſtra- 
tagem as well as force. Having turned the 
blockade of Schweidnitz into a regular ſiege, 
he opened the trenches on the third of April; 
and, notwithſtanding a vigorous oppoſition 
from the grand Auſtrian army, in the ſpace of 
thirteen days obliged the garriſon to ſurrender 
priſoners of war. 


Tas ſtroke, at the commencement of the 
campaign, coſt the Auſtrians 7000 men, the 
number of which the garriſon was originally 
compoſed; and they were driven to the ne- 
cellity of entirely evacuating Sileſia. 

DoRINO 
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DukinG theſe tranſactions, General Foy. 
quet marched a conſiderable detachment into 
the county of Glatz, and obliged the Auſtrian 
General Jahnus to abandon the poſts he had 
maintained in that quarter; and ſoon after, his 
majeſty in perſon marched with a part of his 
army towards Graſſan and Friedland; and de. 
taching a part of it to Fronteneau in Bohemia, 
diſlodged an Auftrian garriſon, and opened: 
paſſage into Bohemia for the Pruſſian light 
horſe, who laid the country under exaCtions 
and penetrated as far as the main guard «© 
Count Daun's army. 


| Prince Henry of Pruſſia ſecured Saxony 
with 30,000 men; and Sileſia was protected 
from any danger of the Ruſſians by a confi- 
derable body of troops, poſted between Wolau 
and Glogau, excluſive of an army under Count 
Dohna in the eaſtern diſtrict of Pomerania. 


Bur the military ſkill of the Pruſſian mo- 
narch was ſtill more conſpicuous in the ma- 
ſterly manner in which he poſted theſe troops, 
ſo as to preſerve a communication with each 
other, and to be able to a& for their mutual 


defence, than his diligence had been ſignalized 
by 
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by their levy; and, to increaſe our admiration 


of his addreſs, he found means to conceal his 
real deſign, and to render his plan of opera- 
tions an impenetrable ſecret. 


Fou the poſition of the Pruſſian army, 
Count Daun was induced to believe, that the 
campaign was to commence in Bohemia; and 
all his attention was directed to prevent any 
ſurprize in that quarter. But, all on a ſudden, 
his Pruſſian majeſty gave the Auſtrians the 
lip: for, with 50,000 troops collected in Si- 
leſia, he penetrated into Moravia by a rapid 
march; and having reached Troppau, he di- 
vided his army into two columns, giving 
Marſhal Keith the command of the one, and 
retaining the other himſelf, while by different 


routes they entered the plain of Olmutz on the 
third of May. 


Tag Pruffian General Fouquet remained 
in the county cf Glatz, and had orders to 
watch the motions of Count Daun ; but as 
loon as the enemy's motions indicated an inten- 
tion of marching into Moravia, he proceeded 
to Neiſs, and took under his convoy the artil- 
lery and warlike ſtores deſtined for the ſiege 
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of Olmutz. Without any moleſtation from the 
enemy, he drew his army over the Moraw at 
Littau, where he made ſome Auſtrians pri. 
ſoners ; and, about the ſame time, the king ad. 
vanced towards Olitichau, where he diſlodget 
a body of the enemy's cavalry, and forced 
them to retire beyond Proſtnitz, in the vicinity 
of which town the Prince of Wirtembers 
had encamped with four regiments of dra. 
goons, one of huſſars, and a few battalions of 
tuzileers. 


THe trenches were opened before Olmutz, 
the 27th of May, on the fide of Tobitſchay; 
and the other fide of the river, towards Do- 
lein, was inveſted by a confiderable detachment 
of infantry and cavalry, The king diflodg:d 
the Auſtrian and Saxon cavalry, under Ge- 
neral Ville, beyond Wiſchaw ; and his army 
took poſſeſſion of all the poſts which coud 
coutribute to the protection of the troops al- 
lotted for the ſiege. 


Fou RTEEN days after the trenches were 
opened, General Putkammer arri ved from Si- 
leſia with a convoy; but as this was not 
'udged ſufficient for finiſhing the fiege, a plan 
was 
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vas concerted for bringing up another. In 
he meanwhile, the vanguard of the enemy, 
under General Harſch, arrived in Moravia, 
and encamped on the riſing grounds of Aller- 
eiligen, oppoſite to Littau. Marſhal Daun 
12d reached Gewicz with his army; and, al- 
wit at the ſame time, a detachment of 5 or 
ooo of the enemy advanced to Proſtnitz, 
rhich obliged Marſhal Keith to alter the poſi- 
tion of his army. The enemy's deſign was to 
throw ſuccours into the town; and this they 
ected in the night, in ſpite of all the vigi- 
ance and bra very of Keith, 


8 


HavinG been ſucceſsful in this nocturnal 
xcurſion, the Auſtrians entertained a pre- 
leon for that mode of ſurprize: thrice, in 
he night time, did they attack the regiment of 
cetthen at Koſtcletz, who always repulſed them 
ith loſs; but the independent battalions of le 
oble and Rapin were leſs fortunate, being 
roughly handled by the Pandours, that 
icy loſt three ſmall pieces of cannon, and 
ear 400 men. However, the ſuccours thus 
brown into the town, and the ſlight diſ- 
ers that attended particular ſtations, only 
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nimated the Pruſſian hero to more vigorous 
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efforts. Olmutz was ſtill farther ſtraiteneq 
on the other. ſide of the Moraw ; and ſuch 
diſpoſitions were made as might at once ſave 
the troops from ſurprize, and prevent the town 
from being relieved. 


Od the 2oth of June, Marſhal Daun de. 
ſcended from the hills with his army, and 
pitched his camp at Predlitz, between Wit. 
chaw and Proſtnitz. A few days after, he 
received advice that a large Pruſſian convoy, 
eſcorted by eight battalions, and nearly 40: 
convaleſcents, who were regimented for the 
ſake of preſerving regularity in the march, wa: 
rapidly advancing to Olmutz. Marſhal Daun 
was too diſcerning not to diſcover the advan- 
tages which would ariſe from his intercepting 
the enemy's ſupplies; and to make the a. 
tempt, at leaſt, was more prudent than hz 
zarding a general battle. He therefore de- 
tached General Jahnus towards Bahrn, and 
ordered another body of troops to proceed to 
Stadt-Liebe, that the convoy might be attacked 
on both ſides; and, by way of feint, he ap 
proached the Pruffian army, placing his right 
towards Kojetein, and his left at a little hill i 
the vicinity of Predlitz, 


| HowEVEI 
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HowEven, his Pruſſian majeſty was not to 
be duped by appearances; and the ſafety of 
the convoy being his principal object, he diſ- 
patched General Zeithen with a con ſiderable 
force to meet and eſcort it. The Avſtrians 
had attacked it on the 28th, before the arrival 
of Zeithen; but the enemy were repulſed, and 
routed with conſiderable loſs. Daun having 
reinforced the former detachment, the convoy 
waz again attempted on the 29th, between 


Bautſch and Domſtadt. Four hundred wag- 


gone, four battalions, and about a thouſand 
troopers, had ſcarcely fet forw:rd on their 
march, and paſſed the defiles of Domſtadt, 
when the united force of the enemy fell on the 
convoy, and ſoon found means to detach the 
van from the centre and tear. General Zeithen 
zcquitted himſelf on this occaſion with an ad- 
dreſs and intrepidity becoming a good officer; 
but he'was obliged to abandon his waggons, 


and retire to Troppau. The head of the con- 


voy arrived at the Pruſſian camp on the even- 
ing of the 29th; the reſt fell into the hands of 
the enemy. The priſoners amounted to nearly 
oo men, among whom were General Put- 


kammer. n 
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Tr1s unpropitious event obliged the king 
to raiſe the ſiege of Oimutz at a time when it 
was ſo ſeverely preiſed, and ſo cloſely inveſted, 
that it could not have held out more than a 
fortnight, had the Pruſſians received the ex- 
pected ſupplics. 


Tae king directed his march to Bohemia, 
with his whole army, on the firſt of July, 
Marthal Keith ſecured the ar.illery that had 
been employed in the ſiege with very little di- 
minution; nevertheleſs, the attempt of Olmutz 
coſt the Pruſſians 7 or 800 men in killed, 
wounded, and priſoners. The army marched 
in different diviſions, and by different routes; 
and, by the regularity of the retreat, covered 
the ſhame of a diſappointment. 


INDEED, the extenſive works of Olmutz, 
. which the Pruſſians were obliged to inveſt, 
required a much greater number of troops to 
do it effectually, than had been allotted for that 
ſervice. This gave the Auſtrians an eaſy op- 
portunity of introducing proviſions, ammuni- 
tion, and men, into the town, during the night; 
and the forage about the city being previouſly 
deſtroyed, the Pruſhan cavalry were obliged to 

| ſeck 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 231 


ſeek it at a great diſtance; which not only fa- 
tigued them, but alſo expoſed them to ambuſ- 
cades and ſurprizals from the Auſtrian detach- 
ments that were ſtrongly poſted in the moun- 
tains, and vigilant to embrace every opportu- 
nity of anroying their enemies. However, 
all theſe inconveniences did not diſpirit his 
Pruſſtan majeſty: he had finiſhed his firſt pa- 
rallel; he was proceeding with ſuch vigour, 
that the be ſieged began to tremble; and, had it 
nt been for the irretrievable Joſs he received 
in his convoy, as previoutly ſtated, the capture 
of Olmutz would have added to the number of 
lis ſucceisful endeavours, 


To conduct a retreat with propriety, is the 
moſt difficult leſſon in the art of war; and ne- 
rer was it ſtudied in greater perfection than by 
tie King of Pruttia, He not only knew how 
to ſecure his troops from the ardour of a pur- 
ſuing and elated enemy; but, by the route he 
took, to retaliate the injuries he had received, 
When the king decamped from Olmutz, in- 
ſtead of marching into Sileſia, to protect that 
country from the inſults of the triumphant 
Auſtrians, ready to purſue him; he took the 
route of Bohemia, whole frontiers had been left 

unguarded 
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unguarded by his adverſary ; and, by this ma. 
nœuvre, he transferred the ſcat of war from his 
own into his enemy's territories. The po. 
licy of this ſoon became apparent. A large 
body of Auſtrians, under General Laci, poſted 
at Gibau, attacked a. party of grenadiers, 
who occupied the village of Krenau, and made 
2 fcint of diſputing the paſs; but they were 
ſoon diflodged: an ineffectual attempt waz 
made to ſeize the proviſions and artillery in 
their paſſage over the hills of Hollitz ; the ene- 
my cannonaded General Rutzow and his party; 
but in theſe, and ſimilar attempts, they were 
either repulſed with confiderabie loſs, or miſled 
the object for which they contended. So ju- 
diciouſly was the retreat conducted. 


Tux king directed his march to the ver; 
important poſt of Koning ſgratz, where Gencril 
Buccow had arrived before him, and entrench- 
ed 7000 men behind the Elbe, all round the 
city. His majeſty adopted the reſolution cf 
| ſtorming the Auſtrian trenches; and, as a pre- 
liminary effort, repaired” all the bridges ove! 
the Elbe, with amazing expedition, which the 
Auſtiians had demoliſhed. The bridges being 

replaced, ſuch a panic ſeized the enemy, that 
x." --- 
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hey retired in confuſion, and left the king to 
ake poſſeſſion of Koningſgratz without oppo- 
tion, in the neighbourhood of which his 

hole army was ſpeedily encamped. Thus he 
don retrieved his miſcarriage before Olmutz; 
te found means to ſtem the force of the Auſtrian 
army; and even laid Bohemia under heavy 
ontributions: while his brother, Prince Hen- 
ry, kept the army of the Empire in play, and 
prevented them from executing their hoſtile 
Intentions on Dreſden, 


LET us now, for a moment, turn our eyes 
wards the allies, under Prince Ferdinand. 
nited in the ſame cauſe, their ſucceſſes con- 
ributed to the glory of the Pruffian hero; and 
a general view of their exploits cannot be con- 
lidered as foreign to the ſubject. 


Prince Ferdinand, who had crofſed the 
Rhine on the firſt of June, coming up with the 
French at Crevelt on the 23d, gained a ſignal 
Cory; and, purſuing the advantage he had 
acquired, on the 28th he laid ſiege to Duſlel- 
lorp, a city advantageouſly ſituated on the 
chine, belonging to the Elector Palatine, 

hich, after a ſevere bombardment, capitulated 

2H on 
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on the 7th of July. However, the campaign 
under this illuſtrious commander was not wholly 
marked with the ſame ſucceſs: he met with 
| ſome repulſes; but with none that could de. 
tract from his fame as a warrior, or which, in 


any conſiderable degree, injured the common 
cauſe, 


Tux King of Pruſſia did not long enjoy the 
advantages he was likely to derive from his in- 
road into Bohemia. The Ruſſians, after ſeve. 
ral months marching and counter-marchiny 
through Poland and Pruſſia, in which they 
committed the moſt violent exceſſes of crucly 
and rapine, to their own diſgrace, as well . 
that of human nature, at laſt fat down with 
90,000 men, and a formidable train of artillery, 
to beſiege Cuſtrin, a little town on the Elbe, 
almoſt deſtitute of fortifications, though the 
capital of the New Marche of Brandenburg 
However, it's ſituation is naturally ſtrong; ft 
the River Warte ſurrounds one part of it, and 
the Oder almoſt the other. Where the river 
are wanting, broad moraſſes ſupply their place; 
and the only road to the town is over tho 
moraſſes, which are rendered paſlable by means 
of fifty-wo bridges. The principal firengts 
of Cuſtrin conſiſted in a bridge on the Ode!, 

defended 
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defended by a battery, and a well-built caſtle: 
the garriſon was compoſed of no more than one 
battalion of regulars, one of militia, two com- 
panies of invalids, and about an hundred 


huſſars. 


Ir was on the 13th of Auguſt that the Ruſ- 
fans appeared before this city, about three in 
the afternoon; and a ſkirmiſh ſoon commenced, 
which laſted till ſeven, when the enemy re- 
tired, and the garriſon demoliſhed the bridge 
over the Oder. 


CounT Dohna, who had the command of 
the Pruſſian army encamped near Frankfort on 
the Oder, being applied to by the governor of 
Cuſtrin, detached a conſiderable reinforcement 
to aſſiſt the garriſon, under General Schorlem- 
mer, who arrived next day. At the ſame time, 
Colonel Schack was inveſted with the offices 
of governor and commander in chief, in caſe a 
hege ſhould be carried on. 


OxLy a few Coſſacks made their appearance 
on the 14th: but the ſucceeding morning, be- 
tween four and five o'clock, the citizens were 
Wakened and terrified by a confuſed noiſe, 

a 2H2 mixed 
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mixed with ſhrieks, and a dreadful diſcharge 
of cannon balls. In leſs than half an hour, 
the Ruſhan bombs and red-hot ſhot had fired 
the city in ſeveral parts; and ſpeedily the con. 
flagration increaſed to ſuch a degree, that the 


inhabitants were obliged to ſeek for protection 
and ſhelter in the open fields. 


NoTHinG met the eye at this time bu 
wretchedneſs and miſery; cries and lamenta- 
tions reſounded from every quarter. Thc 
whom the flames had ſpared, the barbarous 
enemy butchered with brutal inhumanity ; | and 
ſuch a ſcene of military horror was exhibited, 
as has ſeldom diſgraced the annals of nations. 


THE brave and patriotic Frederick could not 
ſilently ſuffer theſe outrages, or feebly oppel: 
them. Though he had the faireſt proſped: 
of ſucceſs in Bohemia, where, beſides other in- 
ferior advantages, he had compelled Count 
Daun to fortify himſelf on the hills of Lebiſ- 
chau, the diſtreſſes of his faithful garriſon 
of Cuſtrin touched him to the foul. He de- 
camped from Koningſgratz; and, after ſome 
ſkirmiſhes, in which he loſt General Saldern, 


and a few other officers and men, be _—_ 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 237 


ed at Landſhut ; and from thence he proceeded 
to jon the army at Frankfort, under Count 
Dohna, where he arrived on the 22d. 


THE reſolute garriſon of Cuſtrin ftill held 
out againſt the mighty army and inceſſant fire 
of the Ruſſians, without a ſingle hovel to co- 
yer their heads from the heat of the day, 
or the dangers of the cannon balls. This 
conduct, as it increaſed the admiration of 
his Pruſſian majeſty, ſo it determined him 
to loſe no time in advancing to their relief. 
Accordingly, at ten o'clock of the ſame night 
that the junction was formed between his 
two armies, he began his march; and next 
day encamped at Dirmitzel, making the ne- 
ceſſary 'diſpoſitions for a ſpeedy attack of the 
enemy. 


On the firſt intimation of his approach, the 
Ruſſians broke up the ſiege of Cuſtrin, and 
marched towards the villages of Zwicker and 
Zorndorff, It was the king's intention to 
wind round the left flank of their army, and 
take them in the rear, by which manceuvre 
he was in hopes of throwing them into con- 
fuſion; but in this he found himſelf diſap- 

| pointed. 
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pointed. The generals of the Ruſſian army 
anticipated his deſign, and made excellent di. 
poſitions. As the ſituation did not admit of a 
very extended line, they threw themſelves into 
a ſquare body, compoſed of four lines, forming 
a front almoſt equal on every ſide, entirely 
ſurrounded by cannon and chevaux de frize, 


Ir was on the 25th of Auguſt, that his 
Pruflian majeſty, after a march of fifty-ſix 
days from the centre of Moravia, brought his 
army in fight of the Ruſhans. The king him- 
felf had never been perſonally engaged with 
that enemy before; his troops had never gained 
any remarkable advantage over them; and, 
| what would have thrown a damp over infe- 
rior reſolution, the whole fortune of the war 
depended on the iſſue of this ſingle day, 
However, ſeveral cauſes combined to excite 
the molt generous reſentments of every indi- 
vidual who compoſed the Pruſſian army. They 
were now, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, to fight for 
their country, which was on the verge of fall- 
ing under one of the ſevereſt ſcourges with 
which Providence chaſtiſes nations. Every 
thing awakened the ſpirit of revenge. The 
marks of the enemy's cruelty were every 

| where 
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where conſpicuous; the country was reduced 
to the moſt deplorable ſituation ; and the vil- 
lages round the field of battle crimſoned the 
ſky with their flames. Enthuſiaſm is the na- 
tural conſequence of fuch ſcenes, when exhi- 
bited before patriotic minds; and, perhaps, 
the enthuſiaſm of military glory never glowed 
with more fervour than in the boſoms of the 
Pruſhans, before the commencement of the 
battle of Cuſtrin. The action began at nine 
o'clock in the morning, near the village of 
Zorndorff, by a dreadful fire of cannon and 
mortars, which rained on the right wing of the 
Ruſſians, without the leaſt intermiſſion, for 
little leſs than two hours. Nothing could ex- 
ceed the havock of this terrible difcharge; nor 
could the firmneſs with which the Muſcovite 
foot, raw and undiſciplined, ſuſtained a ſlaugh- 
ter that would have daunted and diſperſed the 
moſt hardy veterans, be equalled by any thing 
but their inſenfibility. They fell in ranks; 
and new regiments ſtill prefſed forward to 
maintain the ground, and to ſupply new ſlaugh- 
ter, The hardy Pruſſian infantry, which had 
often ſupported, and often given ſo many terrible 
ſhocks, by one of thoſe unaccountable opera- 
tons of the human mind that render the 

events. 
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events of war fo precarious, gave way in the 
preſence of their ſovereign; and, after the 
victory was well-nigh ſecured by their valour, 
retired in diforder before the half-broken bat. 
talions of the Muſcovites. Had the Ruſſians 
known how to improve this diſorder, or ra. 
ther this relaxation of ardour, it is highly pro- 
bable that day would have terminated the 
Pruffian grandeur, 


Tur king, however, poſſeſſed his uſual pre. 
fence of mind: for, juſt in this anxious mo- 
ment, while the battle was yet in ſuſpence, 
by a very rapid and maſterly motion, he brought 
all the cavalry of his right to the centre, which, 
headed by General Sedlitz, broke in upon the 
Ruſſian infantry, unprotected by their horſe, 
and difordered even by the advantage they had 
gained. A repulſe, attended with a miſerable 
flaughter, immediately took place; and the de- 
ranged Pruſſian battalions, having time to re- 
collect and to form themfelves, returned to 
the onſet with a rage exaſperated by theit 
late diſgrace, and entirely turned the balance 
of the fight. The Ruſſians were thrown 
into the moſt dreadful confuſion; the wind 
blew the duſt and ſmoke full in their faces; 
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they were unable to diſtinguiſh friends from 
hes; they fired on each other; and in this 
diſtraction they plundered their own baggage, 
which ſtood between the lines, and intoxicated 
themſelves with brandy. Orders were no 
longer heard nor obeyed. The ranks fell in on 
each other; and being crammed together in a 
narrow ſpace, every ſhot from the Pruſſian 

army had it's full effect; while the Ruſſians 
kept up only a ſcattered fire, without direction, 
and without execution. 


IT was now no longer a battle, but a hor- 
rid and- undiſtinguiſhing carnage; yet, what 
may encreaſe our wonder, the Ruſhans, though 
thus diſtracted and ſlaughtered, ftill maintain - 
ed their ground. The action continued from 
nine in the morning to ſeven in the evening, 
without the leaſt intermiſſion. At laſt the 
night, and the fatigue of the Pruſſians from their 
extraordinary and long continued exertions, 
gave the Ruſſians a reſpite, which they gladly 
embraced; and retiring a little from the ſcene 
of their diſaſter, formed themſelves into a 
ſquare, in order to cover the remaining part 
of their baggage; and in this n they 
ſpent the night. 

21 THIS 
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Tuts bloody day colt the Ruſhans upward; 
of 10,000 men on the ſpot; they had more 
than 10,000 wounded, molt of them mo tally; 
939 officers, excluſive of ſubalterns, were 
killed, wounded, and taken priſoners; and, in 
ſhort, their aggregate loſs ſeems to haye 
amounted to nearly 22,000 men. The entire 
loſs of the Pruſſians did not exceed 2000 men; 
a number com aratively ſmall, and which 
proved, that the Ruſſians aided their own de- 
teat. 


HowEveR, the gazettes of both parties 
warmly diſputed the empty honobr of the ficld 
of battle. The court of Vienna had the al- 
ſurance to boaſt of repulſing the Pruſſian hero; 
Te Deum was jung in the Ruſſian army; and 
General Fermor, in his diſpatches to the Rut- 
fian miuiſter at the Hague, affirms, that the 
enemy abandoned the field of battle, and retired; 
and that he was only waiting for a junction be- 
tween his and M. de Romanzow's diviſion, to 
purſue, and entirely diſperſe them. 


SUCH are often the contradictory accounts 
: | 
of rival powers; and while the paſſions of men 


are too much agitated by partiality to one party 
_ 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 243 


or the other, it is impoſſible that they ſhould de- 
relope the truth: but the future Hiſtorian is not 
to be biaſſed by fallacious miſrepreſentations; 
he is able to judge of facts trom their conſe- 
quences 3 and, aided by this infallible criterion, 
we may ſafely pronounce, that though both 
armi-s ſpent the night near the field of battle, 
the Pruſſians enjoved the full fruits of a com- 
pleat and a deciſive victory. A vait train of 
arullery was tak n; the military cheſt; and a 
number of priſoncro, many ot th-m office:s of 
the fu ſt rank: while tha retreat of the Ruſſian 
army the next and ſucceeding days; their ge- 
neral's requeſt for leave to bury the dead, which 
he addrefied to count Dohna ; their incapa- 
city to advance or form any new enterprize; 
the King of Pruſſia's unmoleſted operations 
againſt his other enemies; all combine to 
form a clear and certain demonſtration of a 


victory in every ſenſe of the word for which a 
victory is agreeable. 


INDEED, nothing leſs thin a compleat vic- 
wry could have rendered any eſſential and 
permanent ſervice to the Pruſſian affairs, at a 
time when four armies of his enemies were ad- 


WES + vancing 


4 
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vancing to one common centre, and threatenc; 
to unite in the heart of Brandenburg. 


So much elated was the Imperial court with 
ſome previous ſucceſſes, and the ftorm which 
they knew was collected and ready to burit on 
the head of his Pruſſian majeſty, that on the 21| 
of Auguſt a concluſion of the Aulic Council we 
iſſued ag inſt the King of Great Britain, a, 
Elector of Hanover; againſt the Landgrave d 
Heſſe-Caſſcl; apgai::ft Prince Ferdinand d 
Brunſwick; the Count of Lippe Buckeb org; 
and, in genera], againſt all the adherents of the 
King of Pruſſia, threatening them with pe- 
nalties in perſon, dignity, and eſtate. In con- 
{ſequence of this decree, letters avucatory wer 
iſſued, notifying to the ſovereign princes, thit 
if they did not, within a limited time, diſpere 
their armics, break off their connection with 
the King of Pruffia, pay their quota of Roma 
months, and ſend their cont':igents to the er- 
my of execution, they were put under the ban 
of theempire. In fact, every length was taken, 
ſhort of actually and formally executing thÞ 
threat, which would certainly have taken place, 


if the ſcale had not turned in fayour d 
Pruſſia. 


His 
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IIis Pruſſian majeſty renewed his attack on 
the Ruſſians the morning of the 26th; and, 
2s the experience of yeſtetday had convinced 
them there was no way of tafety but in a re- 
treat, they retired before the Pruſſians as far as 
Landſperg, on the frontiers of Poland. 


Taz King of Pruſſia was ſagacious enough 
to perceive, that the late check he had given 
the Ruſſians was ſufficient to prevent them from 
attempting any thing material againſt his do- 
minions on that fide; and he evidently ſaw, 
that whatever he might hope to gain by im- 
proving his advantage againſt the Ruſſians, 
he muſt loſe far more by allowing she r-{ of 
his enemies to advance unmoleſted on the fide 
of Saxony. H- therefore contented himſelf 
with leaving a ſmall body of troops, under 
Count Dohna, to obſerve the motions of the 
Muſcovite army; and marched with the greateſt 
part of his forces, and the utmoſt expedition, 
to the relief of Prince Henry. 


No ſooner was the king's abſence known ia 
Bohemia, than the army of Auſtrians, Saxons, 
and Imperialiſts, which dreaded every motion 
of his troops, haſtened to ſurround the little 

army 
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army under the command of his brother Hen. 
ry, at Dippollwalde; and marched with ful! 
confidence of making them ee maſters of 
Saxony, Sileſia, and even of Brandenburg and 
Luſatia. 


MaRSsRHAL Daun undertook to oppoſe him- 
ſelf to Prince Henty; and, quitting his ſtrong 
mountainous encampment, he led his army to 
Stolpen, eaſt of the Elbe, with an intention of 
cutting off all communication with Dreſden, 
and of favouring the operations of his party. 
General Laudohn was detached to pillage the 
circle of Colbus, and the neighbouring terri- 
tories, which he performed with great licen- 
tiouſneſs. The Duke of Deux Ponts, who 
commanded the army of the Empire, entered 
Saxony, and made himſelf maſter of Pirna, 
and of the ſtrong fortreſs of Sornenſtein, which, 
though defended by a ſtrong garriſon of 1400 
men, unaccountably ſurreriderec, after the rc- 
ſiſtance of no more than a ſingle day; and even 
Dreſden was ſuppoſed to be in ſuch imminent 
danger, that Count Schmettau, the governor, 
found himſelf indiſpenſably obliged to take 
every poſſible meaſure which might prevent 
a ſurprize. 


NEVER 
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NeveR did a general make ſuch long and 
lying marches, in fo ſmall a ſ-ace of time; and 
never did a powerful enemy betray more ſymp- 
toms of fear than his enemies at his return. 
His Pruſſian majeſty reached Graſſenheyn with 
twenty- four batralions, and a great body of 
cavalry, on the ninth of September, and Dreſ- 
den on the eleventh. As his majeſty advanced, 
the Auſtrians withdrew from the frontiers of 
Brandenburg; General Laud_.hn abandoned 
ali the Lower Luſatia, and even the fortreſs of 
Peitz; and Marihal Daun retired from the vi- 
cinity of Dreſden, and fell back as far as Zit- 
tau. Thus the King of Pruſſia, in fifteen 
days, by his unparalleled ſpirit, diligence, and 
mgnanimity, fought and defeated a ſuperior 
body of his enemies, in one extremity of his 
dominions ; and baffled, without fighting, 
another ſaperior hody in the other extremity. 


Trzse advantages, glorious as they were, 
were not the only ones which followed the 
battle of Cuitrin. The Swedes, who directed 
their motions by thoſe of their Ruſſian allies, 
haſtened their operations when that army had 
advanced into Brandenburg. General Wedel 
was detached from Saxony to impede their pro- 

greſs; 
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greſs; and the Prince of Bevern gave them ſome 
oppoſition. All this, however, had proved 
ineffectual, had not the news of the defeat »f 
the Ruſhans ſtruck ſuch a panic into the 
Swedes, that they returned with more expedi. 
tion into their own country than they had ad. 
vanced. Theſe circumſtances gave a favour. 
able aſpect to the Pruſſian affairs; nevertheleſ,, 
the fortune of the war ſtill hung in a very du. 
bious ſcale. The enemy was ſtill ſuperior; 
the Swedes and Ruſſians had ſtill ſome footing 
in his dominions; and the Auſtrians and Im. 
perialiſts were yet in Saxony; and, if the king' 
armies had it in their power to take ſtrong 
ſituations, the enemy poſſeſſed ſimilar advan- 
tages. 


TRE condition of things was certainly ſtil 
extremely critical; for, though the motion 
the enemy made on the approach of his majeſty 
were ftrong indications of terror, an overſight 
in the encampment of the Pruſſian army ſoon 
changed the ſcene, and inſpired Count Daun 
with the reſolution of ſurprizing their right 
flank, 


Tober 
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| Taovcn his Pruſſian majeſty had formed a 
junction with his brother, without experienc- 
ing even the ſhadow of oppoſition, he was not 
yet in a condition to diſlodge the Imperial ſts 
from the ſtrong camp at Pirna; nor to attack 
Marſhal Daun, (Ul more ſtrongly encamp:d at 
Stolpen, with bridges of communication thrown 
ove: the Elbe. He indulged no other hope than 
that of being able ſo to place himſelf as to in- 
tere pt their proviſions. With this intention 
he marched to Bautzen, in which ſtation he 
coula communicate with Prince Henry's army, 
cover Brandenburg, and ſuccour Sileſia; which 
obliged the Auſtrian general to retreat to Zit- 
tau, and afterwards to Rittlitz, in hopes of 
meeting with ſome favourzble opportunity of 
attacking the Pruſſians to advan age, or of pre- 
venting the king from ſuccouring Silcha, where 
the ſiege of Neiſs had commenced. 


As Marſhal Daun retired, his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſtyadvanc d, with the ſimilar hop of being 
able to force him to a battle, or to p.netrate 
into Sileſia. The whole army advanced, after 
General Retzou, who had been previouſly diſ- 
patched to take poſſeſſion of Weiſſenburg, had 
effected his purpoſe; and, diſlodging the Auſ- 
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trians from the village of Hoch kirchen, en. 
camped in it's vicinity: but, neglecting to 
take poſſeſſion of the heights which com. 
manded that village, the overſight was readi]y 
improved by Daun, who diſcovered, that by 
this way it was poflible to penetrate throuzh 
the flank of the enemy; an atchievement 
which would certainly diſconcert, and in all 
probability ruin, the whole Pruſſian army. 


Tux crafty Daun ſeized tne opportunity, and 
concerted meaſures with the Imperial general 
for carry ig his deſign into execution: he em- 
ployed the flower of his army in this important 
ſervice, and pitched on a very dark night fa 
the enterprize. The night of the 13th cf 
October favoured his deſign ; it was not only 
extremely dark, but alſo very foggy. Ib 
troops moved in three columns, with great ge. 
crecy and order; and, having gained tit 
he iguts, poured down on the village of Hoch- 
kirchen, cut to pieces a few companies poſtel 
there, and ſpeedily gained polleſhon of that ad- 

yantageous poſt, 


So ſudden and unexpected was the ſhock, 
that the Pruſſians had not time to ſtrike the! 
| tents 
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tents before the enemy were reſolutely torcing 
their way into the middle of the camp. The 
different columns of the Auſtrians, employed 
in this ſervice, were ſo well conducted, that 
they arrived at their reſpective ſtations without 
confuſion, and without diſcovery. The Pruſ- 
fans flew to their arms half naked, and de- 
void of order. The action commenced at four 
in the morning, and was continued ſome time 
before his majeſty was ſufficiently apprized of 
the event. However, his general officers, in 
the quarter where the attack began, made a re- 
ſolute ſtand ; and, without regarding the uſual 
military etiquette, arranged, and led on, what- 
ever troops were ready in arms. 


AT the commencement of this encounter, 
the brave Field Marſhal Keith loſt his life by 
two muſket-ſhot; and Prince Francis of Brunſ- 
wick had his head carried off by a cannon-ball , 
as he was mounting his horſe. 


Tax cataſtrophe of two ſuch illuſtrious com- 
manders, at a time when their ſkill and ad- 
dreſs were more required than ever, increaſed 
the danger, as well as the difficultics of the 
battle, The whole conduct of the affair now 


2 K 2 devolved 
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devolved on the king; and an inferior wartior 
would have given up all for loſt. 


Bur his Pruſſian majeſty. amid ſurrounding 
carnage, exerted alt his perfonal activity, re. 
coll. tion, and addreſs. He made the beſt 
poſſible diſpolitions in luch an emergency; 
and oppoſed the efforts of the enemy Better 
than could have been expected in a ght df 
darkneſs and confuſion. He haſtened {rom 
one place to another: he animated the troops 
with the greiteſt preſence of mi:d; and, by 
expoiing his perſon to the fame dangers which 
he adjured them to face, gained a triumph 
over the hearts of his men, more glorious than 
his enemy could expect. 


CouxnT Daun had undertaken the grand at- 
tack of the Pruſſian right wing, where the king 
commanded in perſon; and had concertec his 
meaſures ſo effectually, as not only to ſurprizt 
it, but to deprive it of all means of reinforce: 
ment. When his Pruſſian majeſty, therefore, 
grew diffident of his own ſtrength, and found 
himſ-If hard preſſed, he was diſappointed in 
his hopes of aſſiſtance from his left wing, 
which 
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which the Auſtrians, at that inſtant, vigo- 
roufly attacked. However, even this would 
not have been ſufficient to oblige him to re- 
treat, had the attack on the village of Hoch- 
kitchen failed: the poſſeſſion of this polt ter- 
minated the fate of the day; and there the 
diſpute was the warmeſt. Marſhal Daun had 
charged General Laudohn with that part of 
the duty; and, as has been previouſly ſtated, 
the defenders were ſoon cut to pieces. 


SENSIBLE of the importance of this village, 
the Pruſſians attacked the Auſtrians with the 
utmoſt fury; but they were repulſed, in three 
different onſets, with equal bravery on both 
ſides: yet a fourth aſſault carried the poſt, after 
a moſt obſtinate and ſanguinary diſpute. The 
ſucceſs of Count Daun's ſcheme chief, de- 
pending on the poſl.fhon of this village, he 
was reſolved to make every poſſible effort to 
regain it; and, by reiterated attacks with freſh 
troops continually pouring down upon it, he 
expelled the Pruſſians at laſt, with the loſs of 
a great number of men on his own ſide. 


Tae gallant Frederick being thus deprived 
of his beſt officers; deprived of any aſſiſtance 


from 
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from his left; driven out of his moſt import- 
ant poſt; having experienced a conſiderable 
loſs, both in officers and men; and deſpairing 
of victory; came to the tardy reſolution of re- 
treating about nine o'clock in the morning: 
and though the ſoldiers, during this attack, had 
never been properly drawn up in order, and 
were embarraſſed by their tents, the retreat 
was performed in good order, under the cover 
of a terrible fire from the Pruſſian artillery, 
which on that occaſion was placed in the 
centre of his van. 


In whatever point of view this action is 
confidered, it reflects rays of glory on his 
Pruſſian majeſty. Never was a general at- 
tacked to more diſadvantage; and never was 
the ability of a conſummate warrior more 
eminently diſplayed. Neither intimidated by 
the ſudden alarm, nor broken by the loſs of 
his braveſt and deareſt officers, he diſcovered 3 
fortitude in ſupporting calamity which was ne- 
ver excelled ; and, for perſonal intrepidity, he 
had no new laurels to gain. 


Tax right wing of the Pruſſian army fel 
back to Weiſſenburg ; the left remained 2! 
Bautzem; 
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Bautzem; and the king fixed his head-quar= 
ters at Doberſchutz, from whence he diſpatch - 
ed letters to all his miniſters at foreign courts, 
conceived in the following manly and undil- 
guiſed ſtile. 


HAviN d acquainted you, by the laſt poſt, 
with the firſt circumſtances of the action on 
the 14th, I now ſend the annexed relation of 
«© that affair, which you may boldly publiſh in 
© the place where you are, as an authentic 
piece, written according to the moſt exact 
truth; in which I own my loſs, which is not 
* creat, Without having recourſe to ſuch fal- 
* ſities as the courts of Vienna and Pete: ſburg 
* uſually ſpread on ſuch occaſions. You ſee 
* alſo, by this detail, that it was not a battle, 
but an attack of poſts only; by which the 
* Auſtrians gained no other advantage, than 
that of diſlodging my troops from an emi- 
* nence, without daring to follow me, and 
* without being able to force me to retire 
above half a league; where I keep my ground, 
* and wait for them, ready to begin a ſecond 
engagement, as ſoon as the opportunity offers. 
It is certain, that the loſs of the enemy is 
* much greater than mine; a circumſtance, of 
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* which you will not fail to avail yourſelf 
© that the Auſtrians may not impoſe on the 
public by falſe and exaggerated relations. 


From this repreſentation, we may infer 
that his Pruſſian majeſty was not a very con- 
ſiderable loſer in men; but the fate of his fe 
vourite General Keith moſt ſenſibly affected 
him. This was an irreparable misfortune; 
as in him he found united the moſt conſum- 
mate {kill, with the greateſt perſonal bravery, 


Wr have already mentioned his country and 
family, and the reaſon of his entering into fo- 
reign ſervice is ſufficiently obvious. On being 
obl:g<d to relinquiſh his native country, he en- 
tered into the army of Spain; and afterward: 
paſſing into Ruſſia, he obtained a confid-rable 
command, and performed many ſignal ſervices 
in their wars with Turkey and Sweden; and 
in peace he was employed on ſeveral embaſ- 
ſies. But finding the honours of that country 
little better mag a ſplendid ſervitude, and not 
meeting wit thoſe rewards which his con- 
ſcious merit delerved, he forſook that court, 
and was received by the King of Pruſſia, in 
whoſe cauſe he fought from the commence- 
men: 
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ment of the war, and fell at laſt in a cauſe that 
vas worthy of his abilities. 


6 
C 


ExcePT the loſs of Keith, his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty had received little damage that could not 
ſpeedily be repaired. Accordingly, we fee 
him waiting for the enemy, at about half a 
league diſtance from the field of action, and 
daring the Auſtrians to return their charge. 


Bor the cautious Daun reſumed his former 
ſcheme of acting on the defenſive. Even un- 
der the moſt favourable circumſtances attend- 
ing the laſt attack, he found his ſucceſs had 
coſt him very dear; and having miſſed his aim, 
where he fought with every advantage on his 
fide, he dared not riſk a battle on equal terms 
with a general and an army rendered more vi- 
gilant and reſolute by the check they had re- 
ceived, and eager to wipe off the imputed diſ- 
grace of ſuffering themſelves to be ſurprized. 


Davn having ſtrongly entrenched himſelf, 
to ſecure his army from an attack by thoſe 
whom he vainly repreſented as a vanquiſhed 
enemy, his Pruſſian majeſty finding it im- 
poſſible to draw the Auftrians to a battle, and 


2L perceiving 
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perceiving alſo the neceſſity of his immediate 
aſſiſtance, both in Saxony, to counteract the 
united force of the Auſtrians and Imperialiſt, 
and in Sileſia, already over-run by the Auſtri. 
ans, and upon the eve of forcing Neiſs to a ſur. 
render; determined, in this dilemma, not 9 
watch the uncertain motions of Marſhal Daun, 
nor to prefer his covering of Saxony to hi; 
more important intereſt in Sileſia, he diſpatch. 
ed a large detachment, under Prince Henry, 
from Saxony, to enable him to raiſe the ſiegt 
of Neiſs; and, on the 24th of October, broke 
up his own camp, and advanced to Gorlitz. 


HowEVeER, this was not effected without! 
diſcovery on the part of Daun. Gorlitz wa 
a poſt which either party would find it advan- 
tageous to poſſeſs: the Auſtrian general, there- 
fore, made a puſh to ſecure it before the Prul- 
ſians; but met with a check at Landſcron. 
Here a ſkirmiſh enſued with the Pruffian van- 
guard. The Auſtrians were worſted, and lol 
800 men. General Laudohn was detached 
with 24,000 men to follow the Pruffians, but 
without effect. The road was entirely open 
from Gorlitz into Sileſia; and his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty purſued his march, without any marterial 

interruption 


ite 
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-nterruption, to Noſſen, in the vicinity of Neiſs; 


there he arrived with his whole army on the 
ith of November. 


Tux fiege of Neiſs had commenced on the 
ach of Auguſt, and was proſecuted with the 
utmoſt vigour, by the Generals Harſch and De 
Ville, from the 3d of October. The garriſon 
made a brave and a reſolute defence, determin- 
ed not to ſurrender without his majeſty's ſpe- 
cial order; who, to their inexpreſſible joy, ar- 
rived to their relief on the 7th of November, 


Tre Auſtrian general immediately ,raifed 
the ſiege, and repaſſed the Neiſs with a conſi- 
derable loſs of men, ammunition, and ſtores. 
A detachment of the enemy, who had for ſome 
time blockaded Coſel, received the panic; and, 
uniting with the beſiegers from Neiſs, preci- 
pitately retreated into Auſtria, Sileſia, and Bo- 
hemia, 


FRUSTRATED in his chief object of pre- 
renting the King of Pruſſia from relieving 
Neiſs, Marſhal Daun began to conſider what 
advantage he might take of his majeſty's ab- 
lence, and the great diſtance of his army. 

2 L 2 535 
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He ſoon formed the ſcheme of reducing 
Dreſden, Leiphck, and Torgau, which would 
give him almoſt entire poſſeſſion of Saxony. Foy 
this purpoſe, he undertook Dreſden with the 
main body of his own army; he entruſte 
the reduction of Leipſick to the Prince d 
Deux Ponts; and Torgau to a detachment un. 
der General Haddick ; evidently preſuming 
that Prince Henry was not left with a ſufficie; at 
force to maintain his poſition, 


Ea ER to accompliſh this favourite plan cf 
operations, and being freed from the dread ct 
any enemy who could obſtruct his march, 
Count Daun paſſed the Elbe at Pirna on the 
6th of November with 60,000 men; and flat- 
tered himſelf that ſuch a formidable appear- 
ance would intimidate Dreſden to an imme- 
diate ſurrender, The Imperial army had cut 
off Prince Henry's communication with Leip- 
ſick, and had even inveſted it; while General 
Haddick proceeded to Torgau with all poſſible 
expedition. 


REDUCED to theſe difficulties, Prince Henry 
determined to throw himſelf into the city of 
Dreſden; a reſolution which he effected; but 

ſoon 
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ſoon after retired to the other fide of the Elbe, 
leaving General Schmettau, with no more than 
12,000 men, to defend a city of great ex- 
tent, and indifferent fortifications. 


Tun very day that his Pruſſian majeſty 
raiſed the ſiege of Neiſs, the Auſtrian general 
convinced the governor of Dreſden that his 
deſign was againſt that capital, and drove him 
to the dreadful neceſſity of replacing the com- 
buſtibles in the houſes of the ſuburbs, which 
had been removed on Daun's retreat from that 
place the preceding July. 


Tat expediency of this terrible reſolution 
of burning the ſuburbs is conſpicuous, from 
a conſideration of their weakneſs. Count 
Schmettau was ſenfible it would be impoſſible 
to defend them ; and if they ſhould fall into 
| the hands of the enemy, the vaſt height of the 
houſes would entirely command the ramparts, 
and render the poſſeſſion of Dreſden equally 
eaſy andinevitable, Yet this conflagration of the 
ſuburbs was certainly a deplorable expedient. 
They were equal to one of the fineſt cities in 
Europe; and infinitely ſuperior to Dreſden 
within the walls, both on account of their 

ſlate» 
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flate-buildings, the number of their inhabi. 
tants, and their valuable manufactories. 
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CovunT Daun foreſaw the conſequence of 
his intended attack: he endeavoured to inti- 
midate the governor from the meaſure, to which 
he was aware the cruel art of war would na- 
turally induce him, by threatening to make 
him perſonally reſponſible for the ſteps he 
ſhould take; but Count Schmettau, with a 
firmneſs characteriſtic of military enthuſiaſm, 
replied, that he had the honour of being known 
to the Marſhal; that he had orders to defend 
the town to the laſt man; that his Excellency 
was too well acquainted with war, to be igno- 
rant that the deſtruction of the ſuburbs, which 
the Marſhal had attacked, was according to 
rule; that if he attacked the town, the gover- 
nor would defend himſelf from houſe to houſe, 
and from ſtreet to ſtreet, with the infantry of 
the whole army ; and then, if driven to the 
laft extremity, he would make his laſt effort 
in the royal palace, rather than abandon the 
city contrary to the command of his royal 
maſter. 


WHEN 
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Wu x the magiſtrates were apprized of this 
reſolution, they fell at the feet of Count 


Schmettau, and implored him to change his 


mind, and to ſpare that devoted part of their 


city. The branches of the royal family, who 


remained in Dreſden, united their ſupplica- 
tions to thoſe of the magiſtrates; they depre- 
cated him to ſave that laſt refuge of diſtreſſed 
royalty, and to allow, at leaſt, a ſecure reſidence 
to thoſe who had been deprived of every pri- 
vilege. 


THre1k prayers and entreaties were ineffec=- 
tual: the governor told them that their ſafety 
depended on themſelves and on Count Daun; 
that, if he made no attempts, the ſuburbs would 
ſtil] be ſecure ; but that, if he took any farther 
ſteps, the neceſſity of his maſter's ſervice, and 
his own honour, would compel him to do vio- 
lence to the native mildneſs of his diſpoſition. 
The magiſtrates retired in filent deſpair; and 


combuſtibles were immediately placed in every 


houſe. 


Is the meanwhile, the Auſtrian vanguard 
attacked the advanced poſts, and forced the 
duſſars and Monjou's independent battalion to 


quit 
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quit the great garden, and retire into the ſub. 
urbs. They then attacked the ſmall redoubts, 
forced three of them, and penetrated to Zin. 
zendorff-houſe and the drawbridge of the Pirna 
gate; and, during this attack, the enemy's can. 
non played into the city. Nevertheleſs, the go. 
vernor refrained from extremities. Though this 
was an open attack on both town and ſuburbs, 
no houſe was yet ſet on fire. The cannon upon 
the ramparts drove the Auſtrians back; and be. 
fore night they were obliged to quit the re- 
doubts. The ſame time, the army under Gene- 
ral Izenplitz marched through the city, paſſed 
the Elbe, and encamped under the cannon of 
the New Town. General Meyer was charged 
with the defence of the ſuburbs, with poſitive 
orders to ſet them on fire, after giving due in- 
timation to the inhabitants, ſhould he find it 
incumbent on him to procced to that extre- 
mity, 


THe enemy's preparations for an aſſault be- 
ing reported to the governor by thoſe who were 
ſent beyond the batteries to reconnoitre, and 
he being fully convinced that his ſtrength was 
inadequate to the prevention of the Auſtrians 
from making themſelves maſters of the ſub- 

| urbs, 
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-hs, General Meyer was permitted to give the 
onal at three o'clock in the morning of the 
oth of November; when the greateſt part of 
be ſuburbs of Pirna, the houſes adjoining to 
he ditch, and ſeveral others, were inſtantly in 
James. 


A CALAMITY fo dreadful little requires the 
dlouring of language to give it full effect. 
However, it 1s certain, from the moſt authentic 
locuments, that the miſchief occaſioned by 
his combuſtion was as inconfiderable as the 
ature of the caſe would admit: few loſt their 
ives, but many their entire ſubſtance, When 
his ſervice was accompliſhed, the Pruſſian 
roops abandoned the flaming ſuburbs, and re- 
red to the city in perfect order. 


Marsnart- Daun pretended to be greatly 
urprized at the fight of theſe flames, and ſent 
llonel Savoiſky to Count Schmettau, to en- 
quire whether it was by order that the ſuburbs 
rere burnt in a royal reſidence; which, he ſaid, 
vas a thing unheard of among Chriſtians: and 
hat he hoped the city of Dreſden would not be 
reated in a ſimilar manner. 
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To this requiſition a ſpirited reply was made, 
and between the generals the correſpondence 
_ ceaſed. But the Saxon miniſter at Ratiſhy 
made grievous complaints to the Diet of why 
he repreſented as the moſt unparalleled acts 
wanton and unprovoked cruelty that had eye 
diſgraced the annals of war. The emiſſaties d 
the court of Vienna diffuſed' the fame con 
plaints; and as they did not hefitate to alte 
enlarge, and invert, as ſuited the object tha 
had in view, they found means to excite th 
greateſt commiſeration towards the ſuffere 
and the utmoſt —p againſt the Kin 
of Pruſſia. 


AMoNG other equally unauthenticated, a 
even groundleſs affertions, it was repreſente 
that by the violence of the flames, which ve 
kept up by red-hot balls fired into the houſ 
and along the ſtreets, the whole was inſtan 
on fire; that a ſhoemaker, in endeavouringt 
fave his infant on a pillow from burning int 
flames, was ſtopped by a volunteer, who ſnatc 
ed the babe from him, and threw it into | 
flames; that a man, having got his moveabl 
loaded in a waggon, had them ſtopped by 
Pruſſian ſoldier, who covered the waggon wit 


pits 
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itch, and ſet it on fire; that a multitude of 
people of all ages, inhabitants of thoſe popu- 
ous ſuburbs, periſhed amid the flames; that in 
he ſingle inn, called the Golden Hart, ninety 
eriſhed ; that the Auſtrians beheld theſe ter- 
ible acts with indignation and rage; that they 
ent 500 carpenters into the ſuburbs, to endea- 
our to extinguiſh the flames; and that, melt- 
g with compaſſion, their general tried every 
nethod to prevent them. | 


SUCH were the infamous methods made uſe 
f by his enemies to ſtir up an animoſity, and 
kindle the flame of indignation againſt his 
Pruſſian majeſty. But theſe calumnies were 
abundantly confuted in a very ſhort time by 
he authentic certificates of the magiſtrates of 
Dreſden, and of thoſe officers of the court who 
rere perfectly acquainted with every tranſac- 
tion. By theſe certificates it appears, that only 
two hundred and fifty houſes were conſumed ; 
hat the people were not ſurprized, but had 
lufficient notice of the governor's intentions to 
enable them to provide for their ſafety; and, 
in ſhort, all the charges of cruelty againſt the 
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Tunis conflagration made a coup de man 
impoſſible; regular operations demanded time 
and the King of Pruſſia was now in full marc 
towards Saxony. Count Daun therefore rai(cy 
the ſiege on the 17th, three days before the 
king could reach Dreſden; and retired, with 
the army of the Empire, into Bohemia. 


LET us now advert to the fate of Leipfick 
and Torgau. Count Dohna was ordered 9 
march with 12,000 men to the relief of th: 
latter. The ſame orders were ſent to Genen 
Wedel, who, with a ſmall army, obſerved the 
motions of the invaders; and who, being 
neareſt to the place, threw himſelf into To- 
gau, before Haddick arrived there, and r- 
pulſed him with loſs on making his firſt attack 
Count Dohna arriving ſoon after, they unitel 
their forces, and purſued the Auſtrians as fi 
as Eulenburg. The fate of Haddick, and tlie 
approach of the Pruſſians, ſtruck ſuch a terra 
into the Prince of Deux Ponts, who dire 
the ſiege of Leipſick, that he drew off his army, 
and abandoned his deſign. 


Tur Auſtrian deſigns had now been com 
pleatly fruſtrated; no one advantage w 
gained, 
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gained; and it was too late in the ſeaſon to 
think of any more attempts. 


Tae Marſhal, in taking winter quarters, diſ- 
poſed his forces ſo as to form a chain of amaz- 
ing length, from the frontiers of Moravia paſ- 
fing through Bohemia, all along the ſkirts of 
Silefia and the borders of Saxony. There the 


Imperial army joined this chain, and continued 


it through Thuringia and Franconia, where it 
was connected with the quarters of the Prince 
de Soubiſe. Theſe troops had fallen back from 
Heſſe Caſſel, finding themſelves unable to 
maintain their ground on the Landgraviate. 
The Prince de Soubiſe's cantonments extended 
weltward along the courſe of the Maine and 
Lahn, to meet thoſe of the Marſhal de Con- 
tades, which ſtretched to the Rhine, and con- 
tinued the chain beyond it quite to the Maeſe, 
ſo as to command the whole courſe of the 
Rhine, both upwards and downwards. 


Having attended the progreſs of the Auſ- 
trians through the campaign of 1758, it will 
be proper to give a brief account of the opera- 
tions of the Swedes and Ruſſians, who were 
equally inimical to the King of Pruſſia; and, 
though 
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though leſs active and courageous, were more 
cruel and vindictive. 


Tux Swedes, who, at the commencement of 

this year, ſeemed averſe to the war, were in- 
ſtigated to action by the abſence of the Pruſ- 
fian troops, and obliged to undertake more im- 
portant ſervices than to watch ſuch daſtardly 
enemies. Count Hamilton, who commanded 
their army, having no force to oppoſe him, 
when Dohna had drawn off his troops to watch 
the motions, of the Ruſſians, and being rein. 
forced with a conſiderable number of men, 
took the field, diſlodged the few Pruffians left 
in the frontier town, recovered Swediſh Pome- 
rania, entered the Pruſhan territories, and ad- 
vanced within twenty-five miles of Berlin, 
threatening that __ with plunder and de- 
vaſtation. 


TH1s invaſion was marked with ſuch traits 
of inhumanity and cruelty, as incline us to 
ſuppoſe that the confederacy againſt the Pruſ- 
fans ſtrave to outvie each other in barbariſm, 
The Swedes, who in former wars had ever 
maintained the reputation of brave and gene- 
rous foes, debaſed their martial ſpirit with as 

| unmilitary 
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unmilitary meanneſs, and ſullied their national 


glory. Though their ſtrength exceeded thar 
of their preſent opponents at leaſt four to 
one, they contented themſelves with pillaging, 
pilfering, and extorting contributions. Except 
in firing houſes, they ſurpaſſed all their confe- 
derates in this mode of making war; and, 
wherever they came, they were more dreaded 
than Coſſacks and Calmucks. In a great many 
villages they not only carried off the produce 
of the earth, the cattle, and the horſes; but they 
even trampled down and deſtroyed the ſeed in 
the ground. 


To repulſe theſe cruel and daſtardly invaders, 
General Wedel was detached from Saxony with 
a body of troops. Wedel arrived at Berlin, 
with 1 1,000 effective men, on the 2oth of Sep- 
tember. General Hamilton immediately re- 
treated at the approach of the Pruſſians, leaving 
a garriſon of 1400 men in Fehrbellin, to im- 
pede the Ruffian army in purſuit of his main 
body, and with orders to defend the place to 
the very laſt extremity. Accordingly, they 
endured a ſevere cannonade, by which every 
houſe in the town was damaged, and then they 
diſputed the ground from houſe to houſe. 


But 
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But the valour of the Pruſſian grenadiers pre- 
vailed; and the Swedes were at laſt driven out 
with conſiderable loſs. 


DuxiNG this action the Prince of Bevern 
purſued the Swediſh army with a detachment, 
harraſſed their rear, and gained ſeveral advan- 
tages over them. This freed Berlin from the 
apprehenſions of an attack; and the Swedes 
were glad to ſcæk for ſhelter under their own 
cannon at Stralſund, where they entered into 
winter quarters. Hamilton, their general, 
immediately threw up his command; he deteſt- 
ed the ſervice in which he was employed; and, 
like a man of true honour, deſpiſed the emo- 
luments of office, where the ſervice required 
was derogatory to his own reputation, and 
uſeleſs to his employers. 


Tat Ruſhan General Fermor, after his de- 
feat at Cuſtrin, being ſenſible that he could not 
maintain his ground in Pomerania during the 


winter, unleſs he could poſſeſs himſelf of a 
ſea-port in that province, and thereby open 2 
communication with Ruſſia by ſea; turned his 
views towards Colberg, a ſmall ſea- port on the 
Baltic, and but very indifferently fortified. To 
carry 


\ 
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carry this, he diatched 1 5,000 men; who 
arriving before Celberg on the 3d of October, 
opened the trenches in form; but with ſuch 
mall ſucceſs, that after twenty-ſix days, Ma- 
or Heydon, the governor, without any ſuc- 
cours, or any reinforcement, obliged them to 
raiſe the ſiege. Thus being vanquithed in 
open fight, and bafffed in their attempts on an 
inſignificant town which they wiſhed to ſecure, 
the Ruſſian army evacuated Pomerania, and 


took up their winter quarters beyond the 
Viſtula. 


LET us now review the operations of the 
campaign; a campaign which, for the variety 
of it's events, and the ſpirit and conduct of his 
Pruſſian majeſty, remains almoſt an unique in 
hiſtory, In the commencement, we behold 
nim with admiration invading Moravia, and 
inveſting Olmutz; and all his ſucceſſes defeat- 
ed by one ſingle ſtroke. 


4 - 
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OBLIGED to evacuate Moravia, he throws 
himſelf into Bohemia, and executes a re- 
treat with all the ſpirit of an invaſion, He 
marches upwards of a hundred miles in an 
*nemy's country, followed and harraſſed by 
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large armies, who feel themſelves unable to 
obtain any advantage over him. Gaining at 
length his own territories, he engages the vaſt 
army of the Ruſſians, and gives it a ſignal de- 
feat. He is unable to follow his blow ; but 
he diſables them from offering any violence to 
that part of his dominions which he is obliged 
to leave. While engaged with the Ruſlians 
on the frontiers of Poland, the Auſtrians and 
Imperialiſts enter Saxony. Before they can at- 
chieve any thing deciſive, the king himſelf 
ſuddenly arrives in Saxony; and, by his pre- 
ſence, at once diſconcerts all their projects. 


Tux ſcene is again changed: they ſurprize 
him in his camp at Hochkirchen; two of his 
beſt generals are killed; his army is defeated; 
and his camp is taken. They attack Sileſia 
with a powerful army. 


NoTwIiTHSTANDING his late gefeat; not- 
withſtanding the vaſt ſuperiority of his ene- 
mies; notwithſtanding the advantage of their 
poſts; he makes a moft amazing ſweep round 
all their forces; cludes their vigilance ; ren- 
ders their poſitions ineffeftual; and, march- 
ing with aſtoniſhing rapidity into the remoteſt 

| parts 
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parts of Sileſia, obliges the Auſtrian armies to 
retire with precipitation out of that province. 
Then he flies to the relief of Saxony, which 
his enemies, taking advantage of his abſence, 
had found means to invade; and again, by 
the ſame rapid and well- conducted march, he 
obliges them to abandon their prize. De- 
feated by the Auſtrians, he acquired by his 
conduct all the advantages of the moſt compleat 
victory, He guarded all his poſſeſſions in 
ſuch a manner, as to enable each of them to 
endure his abſence for a ſhort period; and he 
conducted his marches with ſuch ſpirit, as did 
not render it neceſſary for them to hold out 
any longer: he twice made the circuit of his 
dominions; and, in their turns, he relieved 
them all. | 


NEAR the end of the campaign, fix im- 
portant ſieges were raiſed, at Colberg, at Neiſs, 
at Coſel, at Dreſden, at Torgau, and Leipfick, 
by his Pruſſian majeſty or his generals; nor 
could he juſtly be faid to have loſt one inch of 
ground this ſeaſon, though attacked on all 
lides by ſo many formidable enemies. 


2 N 2 AFTER 
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AFTER this deſerved panegyric, impar- 
tiality obliges us to notice a trait in his Pruſ- 
ſian majeſty's character, which, as his ad- 
mirers, we could have wiſhed had never been 
obierved, When he had a ſecond time driven 
the Auſtrians and Imperialiſts out of Saxony, 
he rciylved to keep no meaſures with that 
wretched country. He declared, that he was 
reſolved no longer to contider it as a depoſit, 
but as a country which he had twice ſubdued 
by his arms. He therefore ordered thoſe of 
the King of Poland's privy- council, who {till 
remained at Dreſden, to retire at a very limited 
warning. But it the King of Pruſſia had a 
right, as it ſeems probable he had, to conſider 
Saxony as a legal congueſt,. the meaſures he 
took indiſputably proved, that he did not re- 
gard the natives as ſubjects, when he conti- 
nued to exact the molt ſevere contributions: 
and by a mode derogatory to the dignity of a 
great prince; for hi ſurrounded the Exchang: 
with foldiers, and confining the merchants in 
narrow lodgings, on ftraw beds, he oblige! 
them, by extreme ſuffering, to draw bills cn 
their foreign correſpondents for very larg* 
ſums, : 


WHAT 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA» 277 


WHrarT rendered this impolitic as well as in- 
human was, that the city had been quite ex- 
hauſted by former payments, and had not long 
before ſuffered military execution. 


HaD an enemy acted in this manner, it cer- 
tinly would have been deemed ſevere; but 
when a country is entirely poſſeſſed by any 
power, either legal or uſurped, and claimed as 
a conqueſt, the rights of war ſeem to ceaſe ; 
and the people may reaſonably expect to be 
governed in ſuch a manner as becomes a wile 
and a juſt prince; eſpecially, when no extreme 
neceflity in his affairs compels him to adopt 
rizorous, and otherwiſe unjuſtifiable courſes. 
To retaliate on the miſerable Saxons ſome part 
of the cruelties committed by the Ruſſians on 
his dominions, is a ſpecies of left-handed po- 
licy and mean revenge, that we are ſurprized 
and ſorry to find in the character of Frederick 
III. but for which we will not attempt to 
apologize. 


AFTER this cenſure, which we reluctantly 
paſs on the Pruſſian hero, and before we enter 
on the campaign of 1759, it may not be im- 
proper nor unpleaſing to ſubjoin his character, 

i as 
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as drawn by the maſterly pen of Monteſquicy, 
a few years antecedent to the period we ar: 
now deſcribing. A portrait of this mighty ſo- 
vereign, at different ages, cannot fail to be ac- 
ceptable; and, from the ſubſcquent one, v. 
may diſcover, that length of years did not cf. 
face the original lineaments of his character, or 
diminiſh it's inherent luſtre. 


Tur moſt faithful and ſcrupulous hiſto- 
* rtan,” ſays this elegant writer, would be th: 
© beſt panegyriſt of Frederick King of Pruſſia. ] 
pretend to be neither; I only attempt the out- 
lines of his character, which even contempo- 
* rary jealouſy, envy, and malignity, are forced 
* to admire; and which more impartial po- 
* fterity, if it can believe, wil almoſt adore. 


* By the mere natural ſtrength and ſupe- 
$ riority of his genius, without experience, he 
* broke out at once a general and a hero, He 
* diſtinguiſhed with preciſion, What inferior 
* minds never diſcover at all, the difference be- 
* tween great difficulties and impoſfibilines; 
* and, being never diſcouraged by the former, 
$ has often, in appearance, executed the latter. 


IN DET A- 
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© INDEFATIGABLY laborious and active, 
and coolly intrepid in action, he diſcerns as by 
intuiĩtion, ſeizes with rapidity, and improves 
with ſkill, the ſhort, favourable, and often 
deciſive moments of battle. Modeſt and mag- 
nanimous after victory, he becomes the gene- 
*r-us protector of his ſubdued and captive 
enemies. Reſolute and unbroken by misfor- 
© tune, he has riſen ſuperior to diſtrefſes, and 
* ſtruggled with difficulties which no courage 
nor conſtancy but his own would have re- 
« ſiſted, nor could have ſurmounted. 


Bur as he cannot always command the ſuc- 
' ceſs which he invariably deſerves, he may 
perhaps be obliged to yicld at laſt to the ſu- 
* perior numbers of almoſt all Europe com- 
* bined againſt him: Heir legions may per- 
* haps conquer, but hie virtues muſt triumph. 


As a king, he is a man, a citizen, a legiſ- 
* lator, and a patriot. His own extenſive 
mind forms all his plans of government, un- 
* debaſed by ſelfiſh miniſterial intereſts and miſ- 
* repreſentations. Juſtice and humanity are 
the only miniſters he liſtens to. 


IN 
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© In his own dominions, he has reformeq 
© the law, and reduced it to equity, by a code 
of his own digeſting. He has thrown cayi] 
© out of the ſhifting and wavering ſcales «f 
* juſtice, and poiſed them equally to all. 


© INDULGENT to the various errors of the 
© human mind, becauſe tainted with ſo fey 
© himſelf, he has eſtabliſhed univerſal tolera. 
tion; that deciſive characteriſtic of true reli. 
gion, natural juſtice, ſocial benevolence, and 
* even good policy. He equally abhors the 
© guilt of making martyrs, and the folly df 
* making hypocrites. 


© INFINITELY above all narrow local pre- 
* judices, he has invited and engaged, by a ge- 
* neral indiſcriminating naturalization, people 
of all nations to ſettle in his dominions. He 
* encovrages and rewards the induſtrious ; he 
© cheriſhes and honours the learned ; and man, 
as Man, wherever oppreſſed by civil, or per- 
* ſecuted by eccleſiaſtical tyranny, finds a ſure 
refuge in his ſentiments of juſtice and huma- 
* nity, which the purple robe has not been able 
to ſmother. 


6 A PHI- 


231 

« A PHILOSOPHER, undazzled with the 
« ſplendor of the heroic parts of this character, 
may perhaps enquire after the milder and 
« ſocial virtues of humanity, and ſeek for the 
man. He will find both the man and the 
« philoſopher in Frederick, unallayed by the 
king, and unſullied by the warrior. 
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© A PATRG6N of all liberal arts and ſciences, 
and a model of moſt. In a more particular 
© manner cultivating the belles lettres. His 
© early and firſt attempt was a refutation of the 
* impious ſyſtem of Machiavel, that celebrated 
* profeſſor of political iniquity; nobly con- 
* ſcious that he might venture to give the 
* world that public pledge of his future virtue, 


* His Memoirs, intended to ſerve only as 
materials for a future hiſtory of the houſe of 
Brandenburg, are ſuch as mult neceſſarily de- 
feat his own purpoſe, unleſs he too will write 
the hiſtory himſelf. There are alſo ſpe- 

* cimens enough of his poetical genius, to 
* ſhew what he might be as a poet, were he not 
* ſomething greater and better. 


20 | _ © Ne1THER 
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© NerTHER the toils of war, nor the carey 
* of government, engroſs his whole time; but 
© he enjoys a conſiderable part of it in familiar 
© and eaſy converſation with his equals, as men 
© and ſcholars. There the king is unknown, 
and, what is more, unfelt. Merit is the only 
« diftintion, in which his unaſſiſted, but con- 
feſſed and dreaded ſuperiority, flatters a mind 
formed like his, much more delicately than 
© the always caſual, and often undeſerved, ſu- 
« periority of rank and birth. 


— 


— — —_— he — #% Wed be BY VCoCeD> 


Bur, not to ſwell an eſſay towards a cha- 
© rafter to the bulk of a finiſhed character, 
* ſhll leſs that of a hiſtory, I ſhall conclude 
this ſketch with the ſubſequent obſerva- 
tion that many a private man might make 
* a great king; but where is the king who 
* could make a great private man, except F&t- 
* DERICK! 


Ax the opening of the campaign of 1759, 
the fortune of the ſeveral powers at war ſeem- 
ed more equally balanced than at any period 
ſince the commencement of the war. Not- 
wading the brilliant exploits of his Pruſ- 


ſian 
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Gan majeſty the laſt year, he had too many 
enemies to combat with to hope for advantage: 
it was great, it was glorious, to maintain his 
ground. Nevertheleſs, his reſources were {till 
aſtoniſhing; and he was ſtill able to prove 
himſelf the father and benefactor, as well as 
protector of his people. In the midſt of the 
devouring waſte of ſuch an expenſive war, 
from the funds of his former ceconomy he was 


enabled to remit the taxes to thoſe parts of his 
dominions which had ſuffered from the Ruſ- 


moſt unfortunate and the molt aggrieved. 


Bur, to take a cloſer view of his ſituation, 
we muſt obſerve, that the whole kingdom of 
Pruſſia ſtill remained in the hands of the Ruſ- 
ſians. The dutchy of Cleves, together with 
his other” poſſeſſions on the Rhine, could yield 
bim nothing; they were till in the hands of 
the French. To balance theie loſſes, the rich 
country of Saxony, which he had twice, in the 
laſt campaign, wreſted from the Auſtrians, re- 
mained in his poſſeſſion. Add to this the re- 
newal of the ſubſidy treaty with Great Britain, 
on the advantageous conditions of the former 
fear, Theſe were unqueſtionably capital ſup- 


202 ports; 


ſian barbarity : he even advanced money to the 
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than ever. 


huis motions, had taken poſſeſſion of an ad- 


ports; and, on the whole, his majeſty ſeemed 
as entire in power, and higher in reputation 


By the moſt flagrant violation of the liber. 
ties of the Empire, Franckfort had been ſeized 
laſt year by the confederated enemies of his 
Britannic and Pruſſian majeſty; and, as this 
poſt ſecured to them the navigation of the 
Maine and the Rhine, it was become an ob- 
ject of the higheſt — to diſlodge 
them. 


To accompliſh this, Prince Ferdinand, as 
early in the ſeaſon as poſſible, at the head of 
30,000 men, made his advances towards that 
quarter; but, though ſucceſsful in ſeveral ſkir- 
miſhes, he met with ſufficient obſtructions to 
prevent him from reaching the vicinity df 
Franckfort till the 13th of April. In the mean 
time, M. Duc de Broglio being apprized of 


vantageous poſt near Bergen, between Franck- 
fort and Hannau, which the allies muſt force 
before they could penetrate to his line. This 
place he had made his right, and ſecured his 
flanks 
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ganks and centre in ſuch a manner, that the 
attack could only be made at that village. 


PRINCE Ferdinand finding the enemy in this 
poſition, at his approach, without the leaſt he- 
ſitation, formed his army under an eminence, 
and began the attack on the village of Bergen 
between nine and ten in the morning. The 
allies advanced with great intrepidity, and 
were received by a very ſevere fire from the ene- 
my. In three different attacks, made in the 
ſpace of two hours, they were uniformly re- 
pulſed ; and the general now perceived that 
the poſt was likely to be vigorouſly maintained, 
and that his own troops began to fall into ſome 
diſorder. 


In this dilemma he had recourſe to ſtrata- 
gem for want of ſtrength; he made ſuch move- 
ments as ſtrongly indicated a deſign of falling 
once more on the village, in the enemy's right; 
and of making, at the ſame time, a new attack 
on their left. Theſe appearances were farther 
countenanced by a cannonade on both theſe 
poſts, ſupported with uncommon ardour. The 


French, deceived by theſe manceuvres, kept 


cloſe in their poſts; they expected a freſh at- 


tack 
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tack every moment; they returned the can. 
nonade as briſkly as they could; and in this 
poſture things continued till the approach of 
night, when the prince made an eaſy retreat, 
without diſorder, and without moleſtation. 


Ix this action the allies loſt about 2000 
men, and the loſs of the French was not 
leſs conſiderable: but they maintained the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Frankfort; and, of conſequence, 
every hope of advantage ariſing from their diſ- 
lodgment, both to the allies and to the King 
of Pruſſia, was entirely fruſtrated, and the 
plans which had been concerted for the pro- 
ſecution of the campaign were totally de- 
ranged. 


Bor it is time we ſhould return to attend 
the motions of Frederick. The Auſtrian con- 
federacy had threatened to ſurround and at- 
tack him with four hundred thouſand men. 
To ſupply this vaſt armament, immenſe ma- 
gazines of proviſions, forage, and military 
ſtores of all ſorts, were formed; particularly 

by the Ruſſians, in Poland; on whoſe opera- 
tions, in concert with Count Daun, it was ap- 
parent 
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parent the ſucceſs of the campaign in a great 
meaſure depended, 


To obſtruct the progreſs of the Ruſſians, 
was the primary object of his majeſty's atten- 
tion; and as his ſtrength was inſufficient to 
detach a proper force to watch their motions, 
and offer them battle, with any proſpe& of ad- 
vantage, he ſchemed his meaſures to deprive 
them of the power of action. To effect this 
grand project, he ſaw no means ſo probable as 
deſtroying their magazines, without which' 
they could not poſſibly advance. He there- 
fore detached forty- ſix ſquadrons, and twenty- 
ſix battalions, under General Woberſhow, 
from Glogau in Sileſia, about the middle of 
February; who, entering Poland, deſtroyed 
ſeveral vaſt magazines belonging to the Ruſ- 
hans, particularly that of Poſna, which was 
guarded by 2000 Coſſacks, and contained a li- 
deral allowance of flour for 50,000 men at 
laſt three months. 


Tuis enterprize ſucceeding according to his 
majeſty's wiſh, his next object was to diſcon- 
eert the intended junction of the French, Auſ- 
tians, and Imperialiſts; and then to attack 


the 
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the Auſtrians ſingly. His plan in part an- 
ſwered it's deſign. By the aſſiſtance of Gene. 
ral Knobloch he drove the Imperialiſts from 
ſeveral ſtations which they occupied, burning 
their magazines, and laying the — under 
heavy contributions. 


InDEED, the troops of his Pruſſian majeſty 
were every where in action. Five thouſand, 
detached on the fide of Mecklenburg, attacked 
Schwerin, one of the principal cities in that 
duchy ; from whence they expelled a garriſon 
of 2000 men, and laid the vicinity under con- 
tributions. From hence this corps penetrated 
into Swediſh Pomerania, and forced the garti- 
fon in the town of Penamunde to ſurrender 
priſoners of war. 


Tux Swedes alſo claimed a ſhare of his ma- 
jeſty's attention. The ſeverity of the winte 
did not prevent him from purſuing their fy- 
ing army. The army under General Man 
teuffel, in Pomerania, acted with the utmoil 
ſpirit : ſeveral important towns ſurrendered io 
the Pruffian arms on the firſt ſummons; ant 
Demen and Anclam, which ſupported a ho! 
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ſiege, were added to the number of conqueſts . 


in that quarter. 6 


One mote attempt remained unexecuted; 
and, if it was attended with ſucceſs, his plan 
required no other advantage to place him iii 4 
condition of advancing againſt the main army 
of the Auftrians. This was to intercept or 
ſtraiten, as much as poffible, the ſubſiſtence 
of Marſhal Daun's atmy. With this exten- 
five object in view, his majeſty aſſembled his 
main army near Strigau ; and enttenched him- 
ſelf at Bolchenhayn, near Landſhut, in Si- 
leſia. 8 


Tunis maſterly diſpoſition at once covered 
Silefia, and cut off the ſubſiſtence of Marſhal 
Daun's army on that fide: it alſo enabled his 
brother Prince Henry to march out of Saxony 
into Bohemia, about the middle of April; and, 
by deſtroying the Auſtrian magazines in that 
kingdom, to render ſubſiſtence from thence 
alſo extremely difficult. 


Pain ce Henry, in his march to Bohemia, 
divided his army into two columns: one march- 
ed by Peterſwalde; and another, under General 


2 P Hulſen, 
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Hulſen, by Paſsberg and Commota. The co. 
lumn which took the route of Peterſwalde, 
found the eminence beyond that village forti- 
fied with a redoubt, and defended by 600 Cro- 
atians, and ſome Hungarian foot. This pat; 
was forced; but the time requiſite for remov- 
ing the barricade, facilitated the retreat of 
the enemy, who had leiſure to draw off the 
greater part of their troops. Nevertheleſs, 
the Pruſſian vanguard dividing into two bo- 
dies, the one advanced to Auſſig, and the other 
to Toplitz, the enemy flying before them with 
the utmoſt precipitation. The magazine at 
Auſſig was deſtroyed, and the boats on the 
Elbe were burnt. 


GENERAL Hulſen, who marched by Paſs- 
berg, found that place guarded by a body of 
Croatians, and the regiment of Konigſeg and 
Andlau. Succeſs here too attended the Pruſ- 
ſian arms. General Renard, with upwards 
of 50 officers and 2000 men, were taken, to- 
gether with three pair of colours, two ſtand- 
ards, and three pieces of cannon. Different de- 
tachments of the column under General Hul- 
ſen's command were equally ſucceſsful in forc- 
ing poſts, firing magazines, and ſecuring paſſes. 
AFTER 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 291 


AFTER this expedition of meditated de- 
„ aruction, which filled Bohemia with terror 
and conſternation, Prince Henry returned to 
eefreſh his troops near Dreſden. But their re- 
s poſe was of ſhort duration: in a few days they 
were again ordered to march in two columns ; 
one took the route of Saalfeldt, the other of 
Hoff in Franconia; a motion concerted between 
the King of Pruſſia and Prince Ferdinand, to 
derange the plans of the Imperialiſts. For, 
about the ſame time that Prince Henry ſet off 
with 40,000 men, a detachment of 12,000. 
Hanoverians, under the Hereditary Prince of 
Brunſwick, began to move towards the fame 
quarter; and having formed a junction with 
the Pruſſians, their united force fell on the 
army of the Empire, in three different parts; 
and fo effectually routed them, that the Prince 
de Deux Ponts, their commander, was obliged 
to ſolicit ſupplies from M. Duc de Broglio, 
the French general at Franckfort. This ac- 
tion happened on the 8th of April. 


Tae main body of the army of the Em- 
pire fled before the Pruſſian general to Cullem- 
bach, thence to Bamberg, and again to Nu- 
remberg. In this purſuit, Prince Henry re- 
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duced Cronach, and the caſtle of Rottenberg, 
He then advanced as far as Bamberg, and that 
place ſurrendered on terms; but ſome miſun- 
derſtanding happening between the ſurren- 
derers and the Pruſſians, which was conſtrued 
as an infraction of the capitulation, a pretence 
was found for giving it up to pillage, which 
was executed for two days with the moſt un- 
relenting and licentious rigour ; a circum- 
ſtance which occaſioned loud complaints againſt 
the Pruſſians all over Europe, and afterwards 
produced a ſevere retaliation. 


By this expedition Prince Henry had puſh- 
ed bock the army of the Empire as far as Nu- 
remberg; he had diſabled a conſiderable part of 


the circle of Franconia from yielding them 


aſſiſtance; and ſo far he had accompliſhed the 


objects he propoſed, But as that part of the 


plan which was left to the execution of Prince 
Ferdinand had failed, it was impoſſible, on the 
one hand, to prevent the F rench army from 
ſuccouring that of the Empire; or, on the 
othcy, to prevent a body of Auſtriaus from 
aVailing themſelves of his abſence to penetrate 
into Saxony, This, indeed, was effected un- 
er General Gemmungen A - and Prince Henry 

Was 
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was recalled to oppoſe him. His army, load- 
ed with booty and contributions, returned to 
their former fituation, in ſpite of ſome oppo- 
fition which they experienced near Hoff; and 
the Auſtrian general Gemmingen having gained 
the point he wiſhed, in diverting the purſuit 
of the Pruſſians from the Imperial army, re- 
tired at their approach into Bohemia. 


DURING theſe operations, Count Daun was 
ſtrongly encamped, with the grand Auſtrian 
amy, at Schartz in Bohemia: his right ex- 
tended to Braunau, and his left to Gabel. The 
King of Pruſſia remained at Landſhut; and a 
conſiderable body of Pruſſians, commanded by 
General Fouquet, were poſted in the ſouthern 
parts of Sileſia, 


Tuis diſpoſition kept the enemy in awe, 
and at ſhort allowance for proviſions and fo- 
tage; While Frederick and Daun watched each 
other with the greateſt attention, mutually ſo- 
leitous to ſeize the critical moment which in- 
eident or overſight might produce. His Pruſ- 
lan majeſty had done all that his circumſtances 
would allow to diſtreſs his enemies, and to 
oblige them to act on the defenſive ; nor could 


they 
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they venture to attack him, with any proba. 
bility of ſucceſs, independent of their Ruffian 
allies, Theſe had ſuffered greatly by the de- 
ſtruction of their magazines; but their aſſiſt- 
ance being ſo abſolutely neceſſary to give effect 
to the Auftrian ſchemes, the Empreſs Queen 
adopted every poſhble expedient to preſerve 
the friendſhip of the Czarina, and to quicken 
her ardour for the proſecution of the war. The 
Carina, equally anxious for his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty's total ruin as her confederates, and ex- 
aſperated by the recent loſſes ſne had experi- 
enced, exerted all her powers to repair the loſs 
of her magazines, and diſpatched Count Solti- 
koff to lead her numerous army into the Pruſ- 
ſian dominions. | 


ACcoRDINGLY, the Ruſſian army made ra- 
pid marches towards the Viſtula; and, on the 
21ſt of April, they had finiſhed two bridges 
acroſs that river. The irregulars immediately 
appeared in the Pruſſian territories; and, with 
their uſual barbarity, unmercifully ravaged the 
frontiers of Pomerania, Brandenburg, and Si- 
leſia. The main body of the Ruffian army 
followed about the middle of May, taking the 

ſame 


fa 
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ſame route, and diſgracing their cauſe with 
tinilar barbarities. 


Ar firſt his Pruſſian majeſty was contented 
with detaching two parties, under Generals 
Manteuffel and Schlaberndorff, to watch their 
motions; but when certain intelligence reached 
him, that the whole Ruſſian army was in full 
march to paſs the Viſtula, he ordered Count 
Dohna to repair into Bohemia, and to aſſume 
the chief command of the troops deſtined to op- 
poſe the invaders. With theſe that general 
encamped near Cuſtrin; and being afterwards 


in queſt of the enemy. 


Wu N Count Dohna arrived at Menitz, in 
Poland, he publiſhed a manifeſto, in the name 
of the king his maſter, ſetting forth the ne- 
ceſſity he was under of entering the republic 


of Poland with a part of his armies, in order 


to protect their territories againſt the menaced 
invaſion of the enemy; and declaring, that 
this ſtep'ought not to be conſtrued as a breach 
of the reſpec he always entertained for that 


lluſtrious republic; nor ought it to leſſen the 


good 


reinforced by ſeveral detachments under dif- 
ferent commanders, he marched into Poland 
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good underſtanding which had hitherto ſub - 
ſiſted between them ; but rather to invigorate 
it, by the expected proof of the ſame indul- 
gence the enemy found from it, the ultimate 
wiſh he aſpired to. He then demanded a ſup- 
ply of proviſions, corn, and forage, ſufficient 
for 40,000 men, with the utmoſt diſpatch, on 
promiſe of prompt payment for the ſame; but, 
in caſe of a refuſal or neglect, avowing the ne- 
ceffity he ſhould be under of taking it by force. 


An attempt was likewiſe made by his Pruſ- 
ſian majeſty to draw recruits from Poland, 
and to engage ſome of the nobility in his 
cauſe, For, on the 22d of June, a proclama- 
tion was iſſued by Count Dohna, importing, 
that if any perſon had an inclination to enter 
into the King of Pruſſia's ſervice, with an in- 
tention of behaving properly and faithfully, 
he might apply to the head-quarters, and be 
aſſured of a capitulation for three or four years: 
and that if any prince, or member of the Po- 
liſh republic, were diſpoſed to aſſemble a body 
_of men, and join the Pruſſian army, and to 
make a common cauſe with it, he might depend 
on a gracious reception; at the ſame time, in- 
terdicting any perſon, under the ſevereſt penal- 

| ties, 
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ties, from ſheltering, concealing, or lodging 

any deſerter from the Pruſſian colours; and 
promiſing a reward to any perſon that ſhould 

deliver up a deſerter at the firſt advanced poſt, 

or at the head-quarters. This caution was be- 
come extremely neceſſary, as appears from an- 

other manifeſto, wherein it is declared, that it 

was with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment the king had 

heard that ſeveral of his own ſubjects had ſuf- 

fered themſelves to be ſeduced ſo far from their 

allegiance, as to enter into the ſervice of a po- 

tentate with whom he is actually at war; and 
that all his ſubjects ſerving in the enemy's ar- 
mies, who ſhall be taken with arms in their 
hands, ſhall be ſentenced tobe hanged without 
mercy, as traitors to their king and country. 


TRkESsE manifeſtoes indicate, that the Pruſ- 
ian army began to ſuffer by frequent deſer- 
tions, and that it was neceſſary the war ſhould. 
be vigorouſly proſecuted againſt the Ruſſians; 
for the Swediſh fleet having now united with 
theirs, commanded the whole coaſt of the Bal- 
tic, from whence recruits, ammunition, provi- 
hon, and all forts of warlike ſtores, might 
be eafily conveyed to the Ruſſian army ; while 
the Pruſſian was in danger of being diſtreſſed 


2Q for 
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for want of proviſions, and was daily becoming 
weaker. 


Bur, however deſitable it might be to bring 

matters with the Ruſſians to a ſpeedy criſis, 
Count Dohna was too difident of his own 
ſtrength to attack them. He advanced, in- 
deed, within five miles of Poſna, where they 
were ſtrongly encamped under General Solti- 
koff ; but he could not be prevailed on to offer 
them battle in their entrenchments. He 
therefore contented himſelf with trying every 
method of harraſſing them: he watched their 
motions, and cut off their convoys; but, at laſt, 
he began to feel a ſcarcity of ſubſiſtence for 
his own army, and was compelled to fall back 
to the Oder for a freſh ſupply. All his efforts 
were in vain to check the progreſs of the ene- 
my towards Sileſia; they marched and en- 
camped between Langemeil and Schmellau, in 
Silefia, by - the time the Pruſſian general had 
reached Zullichau, near Croſſen. 


Hits Pruffian majeſty was extremely diſ- 
guſted with the conduct of Count Dohna: he 
placed the fulleſt confidence in the courage of 
his n and the {kill of his commanders; 

and, 
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and, at the ſame time, entertained the moſt 
contemptible opinion of his enemies, He 
therefore ſuperſeded the cautious but brave 
Count Dohna, and appointed General Wedel 
to the chief command, with poſitive orders to 
attack the Ruſſian army, conſiſting of 70,000 
men, though the entire force of the Pruſſians 
did not exceed 30,000, 

GENERAL Wedel arrived at the army on 
the 22d of July; and immediately, in perſon, 
reconnoitred the poſition of the enemy's camp, 
which was ſtill at Langemeil. Next moru- 
ing he perceived, by their motions, that they 
were about to quit their entrenchments, and 
to draw nearer the Oder; a meafure which 
afterwards appeared was concerted in favour 
of Marſhal Daun's motions againſt the king. 
An opportunity now preſented itſelf of coming 
to action, which the Pruſſian general could not 
poſſibly neglect, conſiſtent with his orders: he 
filed off with all poſſible diligence, to diſpute 
the paſſage of the river; marching his army 
in two columas, one of which proceeded by 
Kay, the other by Moze. 


2Q 2 AN 
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An engagement was now unavoidable. The 
vanguard of the column that took the route of 
Kay, and conſiſted of cavalry, had ſcarcely 
Paſſed the-defile at that place, before they fell 
in with the enemy's light troops, which they 
repulſed with great loſs. In ſeveral ſkirmiſhes 
the Pruſſians were ſucceſsful ; but after having 
driven the enemy from ſeveral batteries, which 
the Ruſſians had erected on the heights, to co- 
ver them as they advanced, were at laſt obliged 
to deſiſt from the charge, in conſequence of 
the diſadvantageouſneſs of the ground, and the 
briſkneſs of the enemy's fire. 


Tu Ruffians and their confederates mag- 
nified this action infinitely beyond it's real 
importance: for, when we reflect that they did 
not attempt to purſue General Wedel's army, 
but ſuffered him unmoleſted to pitch his camp 
within cannon- hot of their own, it is evident 
they had little reaſon to boaſt of the fortune of 
the day. And though the Pruſſians confels 
their loſs amounted to 4000 men in killed, 
wounded, and prifoners, the loſs of the Rufhans 
was unqueſtionably ſuperior. The brave Ge- 
neral Woperſnow was left among the dead; 

i | aud 
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and General Manteuffell was among the 
wounded, | 


Tak Ruſſians ſhewed Kittle deſire of renew- 
ing the battle, or of forcing the Pruſſian 
trenches; nevertheleſs, they endeavoured to 
improve the opportunity, when well aſſured 
that their opponents muſt be ſtrongly rein- 
forced before they could attempt another battle. 
In this interval Prince Soltikoff quitted his 


camp, and made himſelf maſter of Franckfort 
on the Oder, and of Croſſen, without the leaft 


oppoſition. 


Hrs Pruſſian majeſty having adopted various 
expedients to counteract the ſchemes of Mar- 
hal Daun, who evinced a defire of approach- 
ing the Ruſſians, in order to facilitate their 
operations againſt Sileſia, at laſt quitted his 
mountainous camp near Landſhut, and march- 
x Wl ed by the way of Herchberg to Lahn. In this 
is WT route his vanguard fell in with the Auſtrian sun- 
, der General Laudohn, who had entered Sileſia 
by the way of Grieffenberg, and obliged him to 
retreat with conſiderable loſs. 


4 VIGILANT 
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Vro1ILANT and attentive to the motions of 
the Ruſſians, whoſe progreſs it was become in. 
diſpenſably neceſſary to oppoſe, his Pruſſian 
majeſty reſolved, after this repulſe of Laudohn, 
by which Sileſia was ſecured from any imme. 
diate attack, to wait at Gepperſdorff the ſuc. 
ceſs of his arms under General Wedel. Mar- 
ſhal Daun encamped in his vicinity, and both 

armies remained for ſome time inactive. 


THinGs were in this ſtate when intelli. 
gence was received of General Wedel's re- 
pulſe. His Pruſhan majeſty immediately form- 
ed the refolution of marching in perſon to 
revenge the cauſe of his general, and to chaſtiſe 
the inſolence of his foes. Marſhal Daun pe- 
netrated into the king's deſign, and prepared to 
_ reinforce the Ruſhans with a ſtrong body of 
Auſtrian cavalry. The Pruffian hero put him- 
felf at the head of 10,000 choice troops, leav- 
ing the remainder of his forces under the com- 
mand of his brother Prince Henry, to watch 
the motions of Daun; while the Auſtrian ge- 
neral had already diſpatched 12,000 foot, and 
8o0o horſe, under the command of General 
Laudohn, to the reinforcement of the Ruſſians, 


THresE 
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THESE troops marched in two diviſions, 
one through Silefia, and the other through Lu- 
ſtia; and, it is probable, they would have 
ſpeedily effected their junction, had not Ge- 
zeral Wedel poſted himſelf at Plauen, op- 
polite Croſſen. By this manœuvre, his Pruſſian 
majeſty was enabled to come up with General 
Haddick, at Somerfeldt, whe retired at the ap- 
proach of the Pruſſians, but not without con- 
iderable loſs in his rear-guard. In various 
kirmiſhes, the Pruſſians gained a valuable 
booty, and made about 2000 men priſoners; 
nevertheleſs, his majeſty found it impoſſible to 
prevent tae Auſtrians from joining the Ruſhans 
before he was in a condition to attack their 
main army. 


GENERAL Wedel had retaken Croſſen from 
1- {W'i: Ruſſians; and here the king his maſter 
-und him. They formed a junction of their 
n {Wiorces on the 4th of Auguſt; but, as the Ruſ- 
chan army was now go, ooo ſtrong, it was judged 
e- Werpedient to defer the meditated attack till 
ad farther reinforcements ſhould arrive; and the 
ral Nealy reſource his majeſty had on this occaſion, 
15. Vas to recal General Finck, who had been de- 
tached with ooo men to cover Saxony. Finck 


85 joined 
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Joined his majeſty on the 8th, and a determi. 
nation was inſtantly formed of matching in 
queſt of the Ruſſians, and of forcing them if 
poſſible to an engagement. 


THE combined army of the Auſtrians and 
Ruſſians were entrenched between Franckfort 
and Cunnerſdorff in a very advantageous ſitu- 
ation, and defended by a formidable train of 
artillery, The Pruſſians did not muſter 
50,000 men; but delaying the action would 
be giving the enemy licence to pillage and over- 
run the richeſt part of their country ; it would 
be refigning Saxony a prey to the Imperialiſts, 
who had already taken advantage of it's de- 
fenceleſs ſtate; it would be expoſing Berlin 
itſelf to the parties detached againſt that ca- 
pital by Marſhal Daun; and, in ſhort, it would 
have been endangering the whole Pruſſian do- 
minions. Theſe momentous conſiderations 
left the king no alternative: a victory alone 
could ſerve him eſſentially; an engagement 
that might check the future progreſs of the 
Ruſſians was indiſpenſably neceſſary. | 


In ſuch a ſituation, caution might have led 
to deſpair; ordinary difficulties were to be to- 
tally 


— B — 8 1 FE © 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 305 


tally diſregarded; and danger, imminent as it 
Was, required to be braved. On the 1 :th, the 
Pruſſian army paſſed the Oder near Cuſtrin, 
and formed in order of battle near Eſcher, pur- 
ſuing it's march to Biſchoff:ee. General 
Finck was charged with the corps de reſerve, 
with which he tou): poſt on the eminences 
between that place and Trettin. 


Tux next day, being the 12th, was deciſive. 
The army began to march towards Repin at 
two in the morning ; halted in a wood, and 
formed; then advanced towards the Ruſſians. 


The vanguard poſſeſſed itſelf of an eminence 


oppolite to the enemy's left, on which the king 
ordered ſeveral batteries to be erected, intend- 
ing to make his grand effort on that quarter. 
However, his majeſty could not finiſh the pre- 
vious diſpoſitions for an attack before eleven 
o'clock ; when, unmaſking his batteries, a ter- 
rible fire commenced on the centre of the Ruſ- 
han left, and upon it's right point, with evi- 
dent ſucceſs. The enemy was thrown into 
lome confuſion by the briſkneſs of the can- 
nonade ; his majeſty was vigilant to improve 
the advantage; he ordered ſome battalions, in 
columns, to fall on the left point, and the flank 

2R . 
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of the left wing. The charge was made with ſuch 
impetuoſity, that the Ruſſians were ſtaggered, 
and ſeemed ready to yield. The Pruſſians 
made themſelves maſters of three batteries, on 
which 80 pieces of cannon were mounted; 
and, for upwards of fix hours, the advantage 
was ſo manifeſtly on the ſide of the Pruſſians, 
that the enemy themſelves began to deſpair of 
victory, and his majeſty aſſured himſelf of ſuc- 
ceſs. He diſpatched a meſſenger with this 
billet to the queen — 


MA DAM, 
WE have drove the Ruſſians from their 
© entrenchments, and have taken a vaſt artil- 


© lery. You may ſoon expect to hear of a glo- 
© rious victory. 


Bur Fortune on this occafion delighted in 
playing one of her uncertain games. She led 
him through impenetrable entrenchments; and 
enabled him to force one poſt after another, as 
far as Cynnerſdorff: but here ſhe deſerted him, 
and left him the victim of his own temerity. 


PrInce Soltikof, finding himſelf defeated 


in almoſt every quarter, reſolved to make his 
laſt 
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laſt effort in his left wing; which, though 
much ſhattered, was more entire than any 
other part of his amy. He afſembled the re- 
mains of his right wing ; drew off the whole 
ſecond line of the centre, and divided them into 
ſmall corps, or large battalions, formed into 
oblong ſquares, to ſupport the flank of his left 
wing. Then, under cover of an advantageous 
eminence, called the Jews Burial Ground, for- 
tified with a ſtrong redoubt, he drew up a great 
body of his troops, by way of a forlorn hope, 


ſupported by all the Auftrian cavalry, which 
had not yet engaged. 


THe Ruſſian partizans beſtow the moſt ex- 
aggerated encomiums on theſe motions and 
diſpofitions of their general. Theſe mo- 
* tions,” ſay they, were made with an order 
* and regularity impracticable to any but bold 
and intrepid troops; and the King of Pruſſia 
had no idea of a manœuvre ſo cool and judi- 
© cious, amid the horrors of an inceſſant fire.” 


Bur thus far is true. The Ruſſians were 
driven from their trenches; they fled before 
the Pruſſians; and they placed thei. iait refuge 
from final deſtruction in a ſituation really im- 
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pregnable by an army fatigued with fix hours 
violent and unremitted exertion, in an exceſſive 
hot day, and expoſed to a vaſt train of artil- 
lery, while they were unable to bring up any 
competent proportion of theirs. Had the 
Pruſſian hero acquieſced in his preſent advan- 
t2ges, and maintained his ground, his enemies 
would have added the battle of Zorndorff to 
the number of their defeats. But, fluſhed with 
ſuccels, he could not be ſatisfied with leſs than 
a total overthrow of the Ruſſians; and, in the 
fervor of heroiſm, forgot the danger attendant 
on a renewed attack. 


A 8TEP fo deſperate was not adopted with- 
out the animated remonſtrances of his generals: 
they wiſely renrefented, that to attempt any 
thing farther, under ſuch circumſtances, would 
be to ruſh ©: d=itruction, and to forfeit thoſe 
advantages and that glory which were already 


ſecured, This was not a moment when his 


majeſty would liſten to prudential reſtraints; 
their advice was ridiculed, as the effect of ti- 
midity; and his own opinion could not be 
moved. 


17 
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Ir was reſolved: the attack was made. 
The Auftrian cavalry began the action with 
freſh ſtrength, and repulſed the Pruſſian horſe, 
which put the infantry into ſome diſorder. 
All that the moſt conſummate warrior could 
perform was done by the king to retrieve the 
affair: he thrice led on his troops to the charge; 
and thrice expoſed his perſon to the moſt im- 
minent danger. He had two horſes killed un- 
der him; and ſeveral balls paſſed through his 
cloaths. But his heroiſm was in vain: his 
troops were ſpent; the poſt was inacceſſible; 
and fome of the enemy's cannon were brought 


within forty yards diſtance, and fired with car- 
touch, 


Ar laſt, though reluctantly, perceiving that 
his men were exhauſted, and that he had been 
deceived in his eſtimate of the enemy's ſtrength 
and courage, he law it neceſſary to draw off; 
and in this reſolution he was favoured by the 
approach of night. That enabled him to oc- 
cupy {ome heights, which admitted of an eaſy 
defence; and, by that means, he covered the 
retreat of his troops, who were obliged to re- 
ſume the ſtation they poſſeſſed previous to the 
commencement of the attack, and relinquiſh 


all 
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all the flattering advantages which the opening 
of the action had promited. 


His majeſty being now fatally convinced ot 


his error, diſpatched ancth+r courier to inform 
the qucen that he had hazarded another at- 
tempt, iu which he had the misfortune to fal; 
and requeſted the would remove from Berlin 
with the royal family, and tend the archives 
to Potzdam. He allo permitted city tg 
make the beſt terms it c uld vun the Enemy; 
jor now there was not a doubt entertained, 
but the Ruſſians would make the beſt ot their 
way to plunder the capital of Brandenburg, 
and lay the EleQtorate under military exc- 
cution. 


Tux King of Pruſſia never fought a more 
bloody battle; and never did his courage more 
eminently diſplay itſelf. He loſt almoſt 
20,009 of his beſt troops, at a time when his 
fituation was almeft deſperate, with his army 
unimpaired. The enemy's loſs did not much 
exceed 10,000 before they gained the Jews 
Burying Ground; their future loſs was incon- 
liderable ; to that it was impaſuble the aggr<- 
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cate diminution they ſuffered this day could 
exceed 12,000. | 


gur it was not only in men that his Pruſſian 
majeſty was the ſufferer; the ſlaughter among 
his officers was prodigious; and he loſt his 
artillery. General Putkammer lay dead on the 
feld of battle; and ſcarcely one officer eſcaped 
without a wound. In this condition his ma- 
jety, next day, retreated over the Oder, col- 
[ted his fugitives, and ſaw with joy and aſto- 
niſhment the inactivity of his enemy. He 
thence directed his march to Fuſtenwalde; a 
htuation that liberated him from every particle 
of tear for the preſervation of Berlin, as it 
enabled him to cover his capital from the in- 
eurſions of the Ruſſians, and preferved a com- 
munication for ſupplies of ſtores, ammunition, 
and artillery, from the royal magazines in that 
city. Here alſo he received a reinforcement 
of 5:00 men under General Kieiſt; who, in 
conſequence of this emergency, received letters 
of recal from his ſtation in Pomerania. 


Wren the Ruſſian: general decamped, in- 
ſtead of taking the route of Brandenburg, he 
Wranced farther into Sileſia, with part of his 

army, 
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army, joined that of Count Daun in Luſatia, 
and conſulted with that general in what man. 
net he might beſt improve the advantages he 
had acquired. The Imperialiſts had already 
over-run Saxony, and reduced Hall, Leipfick, 
Torgau, and Dreſden; and it was reſolved, that 
the Ruſſians could not more effectually pro- 
mote the cauſe in which they were engaged, 
than by beſieging Great Glogau. 


Bur the ſuperior penetration of his Pruſſian 
majeſty fruſtrated this deſign : he foreſaw their 
intention, and detached General Wunck, with 
fix thouſand men, to check the progreſs ot 
the Imperialiſts in Saxony; and encamped with 
the reſt of his army in a poſition which enabled 
him to cover Glogau from ſurprize. 


Trvs Luſatia and the frontiers of Sileſia 
were infeſted with four large armies at once, 
under the reſpective commands of the King of 
Pruſſia, Prince Henry, Count Daun, and Prince 
Soltikoff. Each was occupied in watching 
the motions of the other; while the detached 
parties of either army had ſeveral briſk ſkir- 
miſhes. Wunck retook Leipſick, joined Ge- 
neral Finck at Eulenburg; and, in the route 
| towards 


. 
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towards Dreſden, they deterred General Had- 
dick from ſeizing an advantageous poſt near 
Roth-Scemberg, and repulſed him, though 
ſupported by the whole Imperial army, which 
he joined near Meiſſen, on the 2 1ſt of Septem- 
ber. The Auſtrians and Imperialiſts attacked 
the two Pruſſian generals in their entrench- 
ments at Corbitz; and endeavoured to diſlodge 
them by a furious cannonade from morning to 
night: at laſt they retired with a conſiderable 
loſs in killed and wounded, and 500 priſoners 
in the hands of the Pruſſians. 


A SCHEME was formed by Prince Henry 
to ſurprize a confiderable body of Auſtrians, 
under General Vehla, at Hoyerſwerda, about 
eleven German miles diftant from his camp at 
Hornfdorff, near Gorlitz. This he executed 
with ſucceſs on the 23d of October; 600. of 
the enemy being killed, and the * and 
1200 men made priſoners. 


Tuis being atchie ved, his highneſs formed 
2 junction with the troops under Finck and 
Wunck, which obliged Marſhal Daun to aban- 
don his camp alſo, and to march with the 
greateſt expedition to cover Dreſden; which 


28 city, 
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city, it was generally imagined, the prince had 
formed the reſolution of attempting. 


On this emergency Prince Soltikoff detached 
himſelf from the Auſtrians ; and the fiege of 
Glogau being found replete with inſuperable 
difficulties, he repaſſed the Oder at Neuſalze, 


and encamped at Franſtadt. 


Ar this time the banks of the Oder were 
planted with three armies: the Ruſſians had 
poſted themſelves at Franſtadt; a body of 
the Auſtrians were at Schlichtingſkeim; and 


the Pruſſians were encamped at Koben, under 


the king himſelf. 


TB Es E poſitions prevented any communica- 
tion between the king and Prince Henry; and 
the army of the former was almoſt encircled by 
Auſtrian detachments; but, by his uſual vigi- 
lance and activity, he gained ſeveral advan- 
tages over his opponents. General Finck ex- 
pelled them from Vogelſang; and, with fix 
| battalions, ſupported by a few cavalry, he 
croſſed the Elbe, and joined a Pruſſian corps at 
Wittenberg, which had retired from the vici- 
nity of the Auſtrians, 
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NoTHING material happened in theſe quar- 
ters till the 29th of October, when the Duke 
d' Aremberg, with 16,000 Auſtrians, marched 
from Dammitch to occupy the eminences near 
Pretch. In this attempt he was attacked and 
defeated by General Wunck, who made 1200 
men priſoners, among whom were General 
Gemmingen; carrying off, at the ſame time, 
a conſiderable quantity of baggage, and ſeveral 
cannon and tents, 


Tr1s action enabled Prince Henry to move. 
On the 16th of November he took poſſeſſion 
of a ſtrong camp at Torgau, to prevent his com- 
munication with that city being cut off; and 
ſoon after he was joined by the king himſelf, 
and 20,000 men from Sileſia. 


To prevent the Auſtrians from retreating into 
Bohemia, had become a favourite project with 
the king. For this purpoſe nothing appeared 
more effectual than to gain the defiles of Maxen 
and Ottendorff. Accordingly, G neral Finck, 
with nineteen battalions and thirty- five ſqua- 
drons, was deputed on this ſer vice; but, either 
in the plan or execution, a moſt fatal miſtake 
was committed. On advice of this motion, 

| 292 Daun 
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Daun indeed retired to Plauen; yet it ſeems to 
have been with an intention of getting the 
Pruſhans more into his power, by lulling their 
vigilance, and. leſſening their caution. Finck 
was ſcarcely encamped on the hill near the vil. 
lage of Maxen, before he felt himſelf attack. 
ed by the corps de reſerve of Marſhal Daun's 
army, which was poſted near Dippodeſwalda, 
under the command of Baron de Sincere. 


THE baron marched his troops in four co- 
lumns through the woods, and ſurrounded the 
Pruſſians, before they had the leaſt intimation 
of their approach. However, the conduct of 
General Finck was diſplayed in an eminent de- 
gree; and, by the uncommon bravery of his 
troops, he was enabled to maintain his ground 
with great reſolution, till they loſt their re- 
doubt, and were overpowered by numbers: 
and then they made their retreat good from one 
eminence to another, till by favour of the night 
they reached Falkenhayn. 


Bur they were allowed a very ſhort reſpite. 
At break of day the general found himielf ſo 
environed by the diſpoſitions of Count Daun, 
that an eſcape was impraQicable; and no alter- 
native 
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native was left but to ſurrender himſelf, eight 
other Pruſſian generals, and his whole detach- 
ment, priſoners of war; together with ſixty- 
four pieces of cannon, fifty pair of colours, and 
twenty-five ſtandards. 


Ta1s ſevere ſtroke can only be aſcribed te 
an ove ſight in his Pruſſian majeſty; who, by 
negleCting to preſerve a communication with 
Finck, was juſtly puniſhed with the loſs. But, 
on the za of December, he ſuſtained another 
blow, which neither prudence could foreſee, 
nor caution prevent : this was the loſs of Ge- 
neral Diercke, and three battalions, on the 
banks of the Elbe, near Meiſſen. The general 
had been ſtationed at that poſt; and, being re- 
called, was obliged to tranſport his troops in 
boats, the floating ice preventing the uſe of his 
pontoons. When all, except himſelf and his 
vanguard, were tranſported, a ſtrong body of 
Auftrians attacked him; and, after an obſtinate 
defence, he was taken, with his whole army, 
amounting to between 3 and 4000 men. 


Bur if the King of Pruſſia was culpable for 
not taking the proper ſteps to ſave General 
Finck's detachment, it was with aſtoniſhment 

that 
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that all Europe faw Marſhal Daun indolentiy 
marching into Saxony, and occupying the 
ſtrong camp of Pirna, after an action that de- 
prived his Pruſſian majeſty of 20, ooo men, 
and eſſentially injured his future operations; 
inſtead of purſuing the blow, when appcarances 
were more againſt his opponents than at any 
time during the preſent war; and when one 
vigorous effort might have reduced his Pruſſian 
majeſty to the neceſſity of ſubmitting to the 
terins of the victors, and terminated the ditaſters 
that had ſo long haraſſed Germany. But 
Frederick was formidable, even after a defeat: 
experience had ſhewn that he only gathered 
ſtrength from oppoſition, and from overthrow; 
and Daun was fearful of provoking that cou- 
rage which had ſo often been exerted to his 
confuſion. 


A Loxd campaign terminating on the part 
of his Pruſſian majeſty with theſe two unfor- 
tunate blows, he began to think of diſpoſing 
of his troops in winter quarters, and of in- 
venting expedients to regain his former con- 
ſequence in the ſcale of military merit. The 
inactivity of his enemy, with a formidable ar- 
my nearly 40,000 ſtronger than his own, was 

extremely 
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extremely favourable to his views; but, having 
learned caution from recent diſgrace, he took 
all poſſible meaſures to prevent a ſurprize, and 
therefore requeſted and obtained a reinforce- 
ment of 12,000 men from the allied army, 
under the Hereditary Prince of Brunſwick: 
however, when he perceived Marſhal Daun 
ſupinely fixed at Pirna, his majeſty diſmiſſed 
theſe auxiliaries, and ſuffered the ſhattered re- 
mains of his army to repoſe in winter-quar- | 
ters, after the fruitleſs fatigues of a long, la- 
borious, and bloody campaign. 
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Fxon the commencement of the war to the 
preſent time, it is obvious to the moſt curſory 
obſerver, how much the King of Pruſſia was 
embarraſſed by the operations of the Ruſſians: 
and what he had to apprehend from that for- 
midable enemy, the enſuing campaign, was 
apparent in the Czarina's behaviour towards 
his Britannic majeſty; who, having held forth 
the moſt advantageous offers to prevail on her 
to relinquiſh her engagements with the Auſ- 
trians, and enter into terms of amity with his 
Pruflian majeſty, could obtain no ſatisfactory 
anſwer from her court. 
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How vx, from the declaration ſhe ven- 
tured to make, it was clearly deducible how P! 
ſhe intended to conduct the future operations of M * 
the war; and that it was her favourite oc je fit 
to diſtreſs and to ruin the Kiag of Pruſſia. . 
For Marthal Keith having ſome time before, by t 
order of his court, endeavoured to explore the ta 
diſpoſition of Ruffia, by intimating to ber 
Czarith majeſty, in a conference with her 
chancellor, that not only the king his maſter 
but that likewiſe the King of Pruſſia, deſired e 
to renew with her Imperial majeſty the good i 
harmony that formerly ſubſiſted; her Imperial 
_ majeſty of Ruſſia ordered the ſubſequeat re- 
ply to be made—That ſhe bas always been, and 
ever will be, ſtudious to live in harmony with 
all and every the European powers; that the 
whole world knew the repugnance with which 
her majeſty entered on this war was equal to 
the ſpicit ſhe had ſhewn. in carrying it on, nor 
did ſhe engage therein till after the ſtrongeſt 
declarations proved ineffectual with the King 
of Pruflia, and her allies were already attacked 
by that prince; that her majeſty was truly and 
ſenſibly affected by the effuſion of fo much 
human blood, which coſt her humanity very 
dear; but that peace, though ſo much deſired, 
Was 
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was ſtill very remote, if the hopes that were 
placed in the pacific diſpoſition of her majeſty 


were it's only foundations; her majeſty being 
firmly and religiouſly reſolved to execute the 
ſolemn promiſes ſhe had given to procure to 


the injured powers a juſt and adequate fatis- 
faction; not to conclude any peace, but on ho- 
nourable, ſafe, and advantageous conditions, 
in concert with her faithful allies; and, in fine, 
never to ſuffer that, for the ſake of faving the 
effuſion of innocent blood for a ſhort period only, 
the repoſe of Europe ſhould ſtand expoſed to the 
ſame danger as before; but that, if ſatisfactory 
propoſitions for a peace ſhould be offered, her 
Imperial majeſty was ready to accede to hat- 
ever her allies, in conjunction with hers ſhould 
deem reaſonable, 


ConsoNANT to the ſpirit of this vindiQtive 
declaration were the preparations of her Czariſh 
majeſty. Twelve regiments of militia were 
drawn from the Ukraine; and numerous re- 
cruits were raiſed in every part of her domi- 
nions, with orders to reinforce the army in Po- 
land, A large train of heavy cannon, with an 
immenſe quantity of ſtores of every kind, were 
embarked tor Konigſberg: and every other 

2 T meaſure 
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meafure was adopted to convince the world that 
the intended to proſecute the war with vigour, 
and that the mortification of his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty was the deareſt delight of her heart. 


Non was the Empreſs Queen leſs aſſiduous 
in making every preparation, and ufing every 
precaution that prudence could ſuggeſt, to ren- 
der the enfuing campaign deciſive. Sileſia 
feemed to be her favourite object, as all her 
motions indicated a reſolution of bending her 
chief ſtrength that way. In the fame view 
her Imperial majeſty was ſeconded by the Ruſ- 
ſians and Swedes, 


AMipsT ſuch open and meditated oppoli- 
tion, his Pruſſian majeſty could not be inatten- 
tive. His diſpoſitions were made with fingular 
prudence, both in regard to his enemies and his 
own ſtrength, which a ſickly winter conſider- 
ably diminiſhed. But this misfortune was not 
peculiar to him alone. The Auſtrians loſt a vaſt 
number of men by a fimilar fatality; and this 
circumſtance retarded the commencement of 
the campaign on every quarter. His majeſty 
recruited his grand army, and with it watched 
the motions of Count Daun. His brother 

Prince 
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Prince Henry covered the eaſtern parts of the 
Pruſſian dominions with an army of 40,000 
men; and a ſtrong detachment was ſent to op- 
poſe the Swedes, 


MeanwuiLle, his Pruſſian majeſty was 
employed in fortifying his camp near Meifſenz 
1 ſituation ſtrong by nature, and rendered im- 
pregnable by art; vaſt entrenchments being 
made, and a numerous artillery placed where- 
ever an acceſſible place preſented itſelf: in the 
front alone there were 250 pieces of cannon. 


Daun, indeed, was infinitely ſuperior to 
his majeſty in numbers; but, inſtead of em- 
ploying his ſtrength for the objects of victory, 
it was ingloriouſly waſted in etitrenehments 
near Dreſden. | 


T #15 ſpring, the Swedes got the ſtart of theit 
allies. General Manteufel, who had orders to 
force the enemy into their ftrong holds, and 
to liberate the Pruſſian territories from preda- 
tory incurſions, fell a victim to his own fecu - 
rity. Count Ferſen, the Swediſh general, being 
informed of the Pruffian general's ſituation 
at Anclam, in the Further Pomerania, formed 


2T2z a deſign 
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a deſign to ſurprize him; a defign which he 
executed in the night between the 27th and 
28th of January 1760. 


Ar five in the morning, the Swedes attack- 
ed the Pruthans, who were quartered in the 
ſuburb of Anclam; and, driving them for 
ſhelter into the town, entered with them. On 
the firſt alarm, General Manteufel haſtened 
to the ſcene of action; but being ſpeedily 
wounded in three places, he dropt; and, in 
ſpite of a brave defence, became a priſoner of 
war. A major, three lieutenants, and 187 
rank and file, ſhared the fame fate, beſides 13 
killed on the ſpot. 


/ 


T H1s advantage might have been of more 
importance to the enemies of the Pruſſian mo- 
narch, had the Swedes been able to retreat 
without interruption, or to maintain their 
ground at Anclam. But Major General Stat- 

terheim mounting his horſe with the utmoſt 
expedition, and aſſuming the command of the 
Pruſſians, whom he rallied, repulſed the 
Swedes with conſiderable loſs. 


EITHER 
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E1THER a mutual difficulty of procuring 
proviſions, or the hopes of a peace, which began 
to revive in the ſpring, retarded the military 
operations of this campaign till a period unuſu- 
ally late. Indeed, ſeveral propoſals, introductory 
to a pacification, were made to the beiligerent 


powers by the States General; and the King 


of Poland made an offer of the city of Nancy, 


as a proper place for a convention of plenipo- 


tentiaries. The miniſters of England, France, 
and Pruſſia, at the Hague, difpatched new pro- 
poſitions of peace to their reſpective courts, 
about the middle of March; and Leiplic and 
Breda were propoſed for a congreſs. Such ne- 
gociations very probably made the generals of 
the different armies unwilling to act with pre- 
cipitation, or to riſk a deciſive ſtroke; never- 
theleſs, they did not neglect any opportunity 
that preſented itſelf of {kirmiſhing to advan- 
tage. The Auſtrians attempted to ſurprize 
the advanced guard of the Pruſſian camp in 
Saxony. General Beck conducted the attack, 
which was made on the 2oth of February; 
and, in the firſt onſet, fortune ſeemed inclined 
to favour him. The Prufſians were thrown into 
{ome diſorder ; but, ſoon recovering themſelves, 


they callied, and repulſed the enemy, notwith- 


ſtanding 
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ſtanding the ſuperiority of their numbers, 
The loſs in men was nearly equal ; but the 
Auſtrians happening to make G-oneral Czeritz 
priſoner, who commanded the pariy attacked, 
they publiſhed a moſt pompous account of this 
affair, which they repreſented in ail the * 
dour of an important victory. 


Tus very next day another ſkirmiſh hap- 
pened in Pruſſian Pomerania. A party of 
Ruſſian Coſſacks, belonging to Major Serttle- 
ben's corps, which had long ravaged the eaſtern 
parts of that country, having for ſome time 


hovered round the vicinity of Starguard, under. 


favour of the night, advanced as far as Schwedt, 
ſurprized the Margrave in his palace, and the 
Prince and Prineeſs of Wurtemberg, whom 
they carried away by force. This affair comiog 
to the knowledge of the Prince of Bevern, he 
diſpatched a party of horſe in purſuit of thoſe 
marauders; and ſuch was the expedition they 
uſed, that the Coflacks were overtaken near 
Damm, totally-routed, and their * and pri- 
ſoners recovered. 


A MoRE ſerious attempt was that of Gene- 
ral Laudohn, to i urprize the Pruſſian troops at 
Neuſtadt. 
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Neuftadt, The ſubſequent is the beſt authen- 
ticated account of this tranſaction which we 
have been able to diſcoyer. 


LiEUTENANT General Baron Goltzee hav- 
mg received intelligence of General Lau- 
dohn's motions, which indicated an attack, re- 
called all his detachments, and began his march 
towards Neiſs, on the 1 5th of March, with his 
combined ftrength. Meanwhile, General 
Laudohn, who had quitted his winter-quarters 
on the 14th, with a conſiderable force, by a 
ſtolen march during the night, was in hopes 
of ſurprizing the Pruſhan troops at Neuſtadt, 
The latter had ſcarcely advanced beyond the 
gates, when yy were ſurrounded by thoſe of 
the enemy. Fd 


Twice did General Laudohn fammon the 
Pruſſians, by ſound of trumpet, to lay down 
their arms; but finding them too heroic to 
comply, he ordered all his cavalry to advance. 
General Jacquemin fell on the advanced guard, 
while General Laudohn himſelf attacked the 
rear; and the huſſars, in platoons, flanked the 
baggage. The Auftrian cavalry advanced fix 
times, on a gallop, within ten paces of the 


Pruſſians; 
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Pruſſians; but perceiving many fall on their 
fide, and among them ſeveral officers, retrœated 


in great diforder. Afterwards a budy- of 


Croatians, who had taken poſictiton of a wood 
between Siebenhangen and Stenau, through 
which the road: were extremely bad, and by 
the vaſt quantity of rain which had lately fallen 
rendered almoſt impaſſable for carriages, were 
attacked on all fides by the Pruſſians. Un- 
fortunately, a waggon broke down in a defile; 
and as the Pruſſians did not give themſelves 
the trouble of ſtaying to repair it, they were 
obliged to abandon all that remained be- 
hind it. By this misfortune, five covered 


waggons, laden with baggage, and a conſide- 


rable quantity of proviſions, fell into the hands 
of the enemy, who harraſſed the Pruſſians as 
far as Steinau, and were inceſſantly engaged 
with their rear-guarxd. 


Tux Auſtrian loſs, however, is ſaid to havo 
far exceeded the Pruſſian: they buried above 
zo men, and ſent 500 wounded to Neuſtadt, 
The priſoners taken by the Pruſhans were 
pretty rumerous, among whom were ſeveral 
officers of rank, Their own loſs, including 
the mitiing, ſcarcely amounted to 170 men; 

1 which, 


a ea Hi, 


| 
: 
; 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 329 


which, conſidering the ſuperiority of the ene- 
my, was leſs than might have reaſonably been 
expected. 


Tux only advantage the Auſtrians defived 
from this affair, was the poſſeſſion of Neuſtadt; 
but General Laudohn, finding himſelf in no 
condition to maintain his acquiſition, aban- 
doned it on the 17th, and retreated to Jagernſ- 
dorff. 


EveRY proſpect of accommodation having 
by this time vaniſhed, the army of the Em- 
pire began to ſtir. General Luckinſki, with 
a conſiderable detachment from the Imperial 
army, and a train of fifteen pieces of cannon, 
marched in the night between the 16th and 
17th of April, towards the village of Zeitz, 
and attacked two ſquadrons of the regiment of 
carabineers. He took 8 officers, and about 
100 troopers; but being purſued by a Pruſ- 
ſan detachment under General Salomon, the 
Imperialiſts were obliged to relinquiſh their 
captives. 


His Pruſſian majeſty having reſolved to 
take the field, collected all his troops from that 
2U chain 
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chain of their cantonment, in the vicinity of 
Wildruff, extending from the foreſt of Tha- 
randt, on the right of the Elbe. This was 
effected without loſs. He then fixed his head- 
quarters at Schlettau, a ſmall village, diſtant 
only about half a league from Meiſſen; and 
ordering the troops at Freyberg to begin their 
march on the 23d of April, and to encamp at 
Meiſſen, his majeſty fat down with his grand 
army in a moſt advantageous fituation, between 
the Elbe and the Multa. Where nature had 
not rendered this camp impregnable, it was 
made inacceſſible by deep entrenchments, 
fortified with 2.50 pieces of heavy cannon. 


His majeſty having taken poſſeſſion of this 
camp, and ſecured it by every art which a per- 
fe& knowledge of defence could ſuggeſt, de- 
| tached 10,000 men to join his brother Prince 
Henry, who was aſſembling an army near 
Frankfort on the Oder to oppoſe the Ruſſians; 
and, if need required, the king was now in 2 
| ſituation to be able to reinforce his other ar- 
mies, without incurring the danger of expoſing 
that which he commanded himſelf. 


Nox 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 331 


Non were the Auſtrians indolent in their 
meaſures for taking the field, though Count 
Daun ſtill kept cloſe in his ſtrong encampment 
to watch the operations of the king. General 
Laudohn was ordered to occupy the paſſes of 
Wartha and Silverberg; which ſervice he ef- 
fectually performed by a feint march againſt 
Landſhut, and thereby diverted the attention 
of the Pruſſians from his real dei:gn,. 


LAavuponn having ſecured this advantageous 
ſituation, endeavourcd to improve his ſcheme; 
and being informed that General Fouquet, at 
Landſhut, had weakened his poſt by detach- 
ments under Major Generals Zeithen and 
Grant, and concluding this was a favourable 
opportunity of wiping off the diſgrace he had a 
few days before experienced, in being fi uſtrated 
in his attempt oa Glatz, inſtantly formed the 
reſolution of attacking Landſhut, where Ge- 
neral Fouquet commanded. Accordingly, 
leaving a ſmall body of troops before Glatz, 
Laudohn. proceeded on his meditated expedi- 
tion with 50,000 men. 


FouQUET was incontrovertibly deficient in 
ſtrength for reſiſting ſuch à force; but, anxious 
2 92 2 to 
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to maintain the poſt at Landſhut, which he 
had recently and gallantly acquired, he took 
every imaginable precaution to ſecure himſelf 
from a ſurprize. 


AT two o'clock in the morning of the 23d, 
General Laudohn, with his combined force, 
attacked at once all the redoubts which Fou- 
quet poſſeſſed near Landſhut, and ſpeedily 
carried taree of them, after a vigorous but un- 
equal defence. The general having thrown 
himſelf into the two redoubts which he till 
retained on the heights of Kirchberg and Gal- 
genberg, was twice ſummoned to ſurrender 
his troops; but neither the impending danger, 


nor the little proſpect he had of future ſucceſs, | 


could prevail on him to comply. He was 
then attacked with redoubled fury by the ene- 
my; who, by their ſuperior force, penetrated 
at laſt into the redoubts, which were defended 
with amazing reſolution till fix o'clock. Ge- 
neral Fouquet, after receiving two wounds, 
fell into the hands of the enemy: but part of 
his infantry, and almoſt the entire body of ca- 
valry, forced their way through the enemy, 
and reached Breſlau. 


— 
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Major General Zeithen, who had been 
detached with four battalions and two ſqua- 
drons to preſerve a communication with 
Schweidnitz, on the approach of the enemy, 
threw himſelf into that place, without the loſs 
of a ſingle man, 


THoUGH this affair was unfortunate for the 
Pruſians, General Fouquet derived the higheſt 
honour from the circumſtances with which it 
was attended. He defended himſelf, with 
the utmoſt bravery, againſt an army of 50,000 
men; and did not yield till the loſs of the ene- 
my was at leaſt equal to, the remains of his 
own army. Indeed, the Auſtrians themſelves 
confeſs they had nearly 6000 men killed, and 
almoſt double that number wounded; and it 
was never yet known that a ſucceſsful enemy 
withed to leſſen the merits of the victory. 


War number of men the Pruſſians loſt 
does not clearly appear. An account pub- 
liſhed at Breſlau informs us, that about 3000 
men eſcaped. Thoſe who fell fold their lives 
very dear; and, it is probable, they did not 
exceed 4000. | 
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ELAaTED with this ſucceſs, General Lau- 
dohn reſumed his attempt upon Glatz; and 


m 
on the 26th, at five in the morning, his bat- 5 
teries on the left, under the direction of Co. | þ. 
lonel Rouvroy, began a very briſk fire. An q 
hour after, that part which was under Colonel 
Alsfon, played on the old fortreſs, and the 
fleche at the left of the attack was abandoned as 
by the enemy. Immediately M. de Bechard, n 
major of the corps of Sappers, ſupported by B 
ſome detachments of grenadiers, took poſſeſſion a 
of it, by order of the general, who was preſent ll & 
at the time. en 
THe efforts made to regain this fleche re- 
dound very little to their glory. They were l 
driven back to the covered way, and even to the Bi 
outer poſts of the principal works. The de- WM 1 
fertion was ſo great, that whole companies Wl x 
came over to the beſiegers. In a ſhirt time 2 
the whole garriſon laid down their arms. The a 
Auſtrians entered the old fortreſs ſword in < 
hand; the new one ſurrendered at diſcretion. 
Tuts action continued only from half after I 
ſix in the morning to eleven in the forenoon ; 


and it does as little credit to the Pruſſians as 
| any 
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any we have ever had occaſion to record. The 
b magazine at Glatz was immenſe: it contained 

101 braſs cannons, 220 grenadoes, 11,000 
, cartouches, a number of mortars, and a vaſt 
quantity of ammunition, 


His Pruffian majeſty had fixed on Dreſden 
as the firſt object of his operations; and infe- 
rior conſiderations had little weight with him. 
But the vigilance of Daun was to be eluded, 
and an expedient was to be found which might 
free him from ſuch a diſagreeable inſpector of 
every motion. For this purpoſe his majeſty 
decamped, and marched his army in two co- 
lumns through Lufatia, in the beginning of 
July; which gave ſuch an evident indication 
of his deſign to penetrate into Sileſia, that 
Daun was the dupe of the meditated artifice. 
He left Saxony in the care of the [mperialiſts, 
and a body of Auſtrians under Count Laſcy, 
and marched into Sileſia with his whole army, 
with the utmoſt expedition. 


* 


Tun king had now accompliſhed his with, 
Having certain intelligence that Daun was re- 
moved to a conſiderable diſtance, he cut ſhort 
his own route, and directed his march to attack 

the 


: 
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the forces under General Laſcy, near Lichten. 
berg, which retired at his approach. He then 
made all imaginable ſpeed to reach Dreſden, 
and encamped between that city and Pirna, 


AN attack was inſtantly reſolved on, and 
every requiſite preparation was expedited. He 
fammoned the governor to ſurrender ; but the 
garriſon and the fortifications were in much 
better condition than at the time the Auſtrians 
miſcarried before it; and it's defence-was com- 
mitted to General Macguire, a man whoſe 
military experience, and perſonal bravery had 
recommended him to that important ftation, 
The governor returned for anſwer, that he was 
reſolved to defend that capital to the laſt ex- 
tremity. The ſame night the Pruſſian batte- 
ries began to play from both ſides of the Elbe. 
The firing was kept up for ſome days; but 
neither the vigour with which his Pruffian 
majeſty continued his operations, nor the pol- 
ſeſſion of the ſuburbs towards the Pirna gate, 
which the Pruflians carried after an animated 
attack, nor the pathetic remonſtrances of the 
miſerably diſtreſſed citizens, who petitioned 
the governor to conſent to a capitulation, could 
have the leaſt influence on General Macguires 

determination. 
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determination, The town was not only in 4 
tenable ſtate, but he derived great expecta- 
tions from the vicinity of the Imperial army, 
and Laſcy's detachment encamped near Groſs 
Seydlitz, to which place they had removed on 
this occaſion ; and from the vigilance of Count 
Daun, who, he was confident, would haſten 
to his relief as ſoon as he was informed of his 
ſituation. 


Cour Daun did not fruſtrate the expecta- 
tions of the governor. When he perceived 
the deception, and that he had been duped by 
the march of his Pruſſian majeſty, and at the 
ſame time was acquainted with the danger to 
which Dreſden was expoſed, he wheeled about, 
and advanced with ſuch rapidity, that his 
grand army reached the ſcene of action, in the 
neighbourhood of Dreſden, on the 19th day: 
and he dextrouſly contrived to throw 16 bat- 
talions into the town. ry 


Tux proximity of fo many very formida- 
ble armies obliged his majeſty to raiſe the ſiege 
but he firſt wreaked his vengeance, by playing 


bis heavy artillery in ſuch a manner, that the 
'® moſt 
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moſt ſplendid ſtructures in the city were fpeedi- 
ly laid in aſhes. 


DisAPPoINTED in his views on Dreſden, the 

King of Pruſſia now practiſed every art to draw 
Count Daun to a battle. But that cautious 
general was equally on his guard to prevent it; 
and a dilatory ſuſpenſion of action, in his pre- 
ſent ſituation, plunged him deeper into dan- 
ger. This determined the king's reſolution 
of marching into Sileſia, where his affairs be- 
gan to aſſume the moſt ruinous aſpect. For 
ſhould the Ruſſians, who were in full march 
to join the Auſtrians under General Laudohn, 
effect their deſign, it would be impoſſible fot 
his brother Prince Henry to maintain his 
ground; and not only Schweidnitz and Neiſs, 
but the whole country of Sileſia, the chief ob- 
ject of the war between him and the Empreſs 
Queen, muſt be abandoned to the mercy of the 
enemy. The ſtrongeſt probability exiſted of 
this, unleſs Prince Henry could be timely ſup- 
ported with a ſufficient force to prevent the 
junction of the Auſtrians and Ruſſians. 


Laupoin, encouraged by his ſueceſs at 
Landſhut and Glatz, which has been already 


mentioned, 
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mentioned, had laid fiege to Breſlau, and made 
ſuch additional diſpoſitions as eyinced his in- 
tentions againſt Schweidnitz and Neiſs. Prince 
Henry was ſuppoſed to be too far diſtant from 
Breſlau to be able to afford it any aſſiſtance. 
The Auſtrians arrived before it on the 3oth 
of July; and on the firſt of Auguſt, the Pruf- 
fian commandant having anſwered his ſum- 
mons with a declared reſolution of defending 
the place to the laſt extremity, General Lau- 
dohn, without waiting for his heavy artillery, 
commenced a molt ſevere bombardment, which 
deſtroyed the fineſt edifices in the city, and 
among the reſt the palace of his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty. 


PRINCE Henry, who was encamped at 
Gleiſſen, watching the motions of the Ruſſians, 
and foreſeeing the neceſſity of preventing a 
junction between them and Laudohn's forces, 
which was evidently intended, reſolved to 
march to Glogau, and accordingly ſet forward 
on the 27th of July. Here he received the 
firſt intelligence of the ſiege of Breſlau; and, 
though he had occupied this poſt with a view 
of preventing the farther progreſs of the Ruſ- 

2% 2 fans, 
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ſians, he inſtantly determined to march with 
all poſſible expedition to it's relief. 


Tre execution of this reſolution was as ſud- 
den as it's effect was ſalutary. On the 3d of 
Auguſt his royal highneſs arrived at Parch- 
witz, a poſt occupied by 2000 Auſtrians, who 
retired beyond the Oder, and burnt the bridge 
at the prince's approach. General Caramelli 
having repaſſed the Oder near Breſlau, to re- 
join General Laudohn, fell into the hands of 
the Pruſhan general Werner, who cut to pieces 
a conſiderable part of the regiment of dragoons 
belonging to the Archduke Joſeph, and took 
379 men priſoners, excluſive of officers. 
Thoſe who eſcaped gave the alarm to Lau- 
dohn, who raiſing the ſiege of Breflau with 
precipitation, haſtily retreated to Canth. On 
the 5th the Pruſſians arrived at Liſſa, and next 
day croſſed the Elbe at Breſlau. 


Lavponn, notwithſtanding the greateſt ac- 
tivity, was unable to effect his retreat without 
loſs. Prince Henry detached ſeveral parties 


to harraſs his army, and they brought in ſeve- 
ral hundreds of priſoners, 


NoTHiNG 
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NoTHING but the expedition uſed by Prince 
Henry could have faved Bteſlau, and with it 
all Sileſia muſt have ſubmitted to the enemy. 
For the Ruſſians, on the 5th, had advanced 
within five miles of that capital; but were 
obliged to retreat by the vigorous and prudent 
conduct of Prince Henry, who having taken 
poſſeſſion of the heights, and diſplayed un- 
common ingenuity in manceuvring, fruſtrated 
not only the Auſtrian, but alſo the Ruſſian at- 
tempt on Breſlau; and, with an army vaſtly 
inferior, prevented the junction of the two 
armies. 


Prince Henry paſſed the Oder on the 6th, 
at Breſlau, with a conſiderable detachment, of 
which he reſigned the command to General 
Plathen; and having received intelligence that 
a ſtrong body of the Ruſhans were poſted at 
Hunsfield, his royal highneſs gave orders to 
Colonel Thadden to occupy the height of Frey- 
wald, which, had it fallen into the hands of 
the enemy, would have facilitated the bom- 
bardment of Breſlau. The colonel executed 
his commiſſion; and there diſcovered the 
whole Ruſlan army encamped behind Huns- 

e field; 
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held; a circumſtance of which Prince Henry 
had been but partially apprized. 


THADDEN immediately raiſed a redoubt on 
the height, which, though occupied only by 
one battalion, kept the whole army of the ene- 
my in awe, The Ruſſians aſſaulted it with 


royal grenades, during the afternoon of the 
7th, without making the leaſt impreſſion. 


Lavponw being till encamped at Canth, 
Prince Henry maintained ſuch a poſition a; 
ſeemed beſt adapted to cover Breſlau from his 
attempts. The Ruſſian army left Hunsfield 
on the gth; while Platen and Thadden, aſ- 
ſiſted by ſome battalions diſpatched by Prince 
Henry for that purpoſe, harraſſed the van- 
guard of the enemy, and did them eſſential 
. damage. 


Tux approach of the king being now ex 

pected, his royal highneſs flattered himſelf 
that, by remaining on the left of the Oder, he 
ſhould be able to keep the Ruſſians in ſome 


awe; but perceiving, by ſeveral motions of 
the Ruflians, that General Platen's camp at 
Protſch would thereby be expoſed, he formed 

| the 
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e reſolution of croſſing the river, and en- 

camping at Hunern, which he effected on the 
12th, This gave ſome alarm to the enemy; 
they ſet on fire four villages, through which 
his route lay; and the Coſſacks, ſupported by 
ſme infantry and artillery, ſeveral times at- 
ucked his advanced troops, but without mak- 
ing any impteſſion. 


Tris was a criſis when a moderate ſhare of 
enter prize and conduct in the enemies of Pruſ- 
fa could not have failed to have ruined the 
affairs of that nation in Sileſia. The king was 
enſible of this; and with an amazing rapidity, 
ind in defiance of all obſtructions which he 
might reaſonably have expected in paſſing 
through a country in the hands of his enemies, 
in five days time compleated a march of 200 
miles; and arrĩved on the 7th of Auguſt, without 
loſs, at Bautzlau, though incumbered with up- 
wards of 2000 waggons; and obliged, in his 
e 'oute, to paſs the Elbe, the Spree, the Neiſs, 
e che Queiſs, and the Bober. A ſingle atchieve- 
nent that would have crowned any general 
ic WI ith the laurels of deſerved applauſe; an at- 
d I chievement that can neither be ſufficiently ad- 
c mired nor accounted for, when we reflect, that 
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Daun, with a much ſuperior army, was ſolely 
employed in watching the king's motions, 
and could have no higher object than to pre. 
vent him from penetrating into Sileſia, 


Tur king allowed his wearied troops to reſt 
till the gth, when he encamped at Hohendorff. 
General Laudohn had previouſly occupied the 
heights of Prauſnitz; and General Beck was 
appointed to cover the march of the enemy, 
Qn the 10th the king poſſefſed himſelf of the 
camp at Lignitz ; and the Auſtrian army, which 
had followed him, occupied the whole extent 
between Parchwitz and Cofſendau. Marſhal 
Daun forming the centre with his army, and 
occupying the heights of Wahlſtadt, and 
Hochkirk; Marſhal Laudohn covering the 
ground between Jeſchkendorff and Caſchitz; 
General Wauhendorff poſſeſſing the heights of 
Parchwitz; and General Beck, who formed the 
left, extending his troops beyond Coſſendau. 


THis advantageous poſition of the enemy 


prevented the king from paſſing the Katſbach | 


and Scartwaſſer, as he originally intended; fo 
that his army marched in the night of the 11th 
to turn the enemy, and to reach Jauer. By 


break 
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break of day the columns had advanced as far 
as Hohendorff, from which a new camp at 
Prauſnitz was diſcovered, that had juſt been 
formed by General Laſcy's detachment. 


Tux king immediately advanced to attack 
him; but Laſcy had made his diſpoſitions with 


fo much ſkill, and knew fo well how to avail 


himſelf of the advantages of the ground, that 
he accompliſhed a retreat to Marſhal Daun, 
without affording the Pruſſians any opportu- 
nity of attacking him with ſucceſs. 


On the 13th the Pruffians reſumed their 
camp at Lignitz; and Marſhal Daun returned 
to his former poſition at Hatzbach. At this 
inſtant the king received intelligence that the 
Ruſſians had erected a bridge at Auras, and in- 
tended to paſs it that very day with 24,000 men. 
It was moreover ſuſpected, that they had ſome 
intentions of acting on the offenſive; at leaſt, 
the motions they made gave evident indications 
of ſuch an intention ; and the king was too vi- 
gilant and attentive to every circumſtance that 
could affect him, to ſuffer himſelf to be taken 
by ſurprize. 


2 FREDERICK 
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FREDERICK was ſpeedily convinced of the 
danger he was expoſed to, ſhould he wait in 
his camp for the approach of the enemy; he 
foreſaw that it was concerted by the Auſtrian 
general to commence a triple attack at once; 
that General Lacy was to advance on his right; 
Marſhal Daun to attack him in front ; and 
General Laudohn to fall on his left; and, at 
the ſame time, to poſſeſs himſelf of th: emi- 
nences of Plaffendorff. The king haſtened to 
poſſeſs himſelf of thoſe eminences, which con- 
ſiderably altered the ſcene of operations, and 
diſconcerted the diſpoſitions the enemy had 
previouſly made from the nature of the ground. 


SCARCELY had the Pruſſians gained this 
new poſition, when they were informed, about 
two o'clock in the morning, that General Lau- 
dohn was in full march, and that his columns 
were advanced by Bennowitz. On this the 
Pruſſian army ſeparated into two bodies; one 
of which remained on the ground, where it had 
formed, to obſerve Marſhal Daun; the other, 
conſiſting of ſixteen battalions, and thirty 
ſquadrons, faced about, in order to fall on the 
corps under Laudohn. 


Tak Auſtrians had flattered themſelves that 
they ſhould find only a few weak detachments 


o 


RY CY TE = MI _ 


3 kd „ od 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 347 


on thoſe heights, where the Pruſſians were 
drawn up in battle array; and, in this pre- 
ſumption, their advanced parties, about three 
o'clock in the morning of the 1 5th of Auguſt, 
attacked thoſe of the Pruſſians, who gave way. 
This confirmed their preconc<ived opinion of 
the Pruthan weakneſs at this poſt, and encou- 
raged Laudohn to accelerate the movements of 
his main army, to puſh his ſucceſs, little ap- 
prehending any ſerious oppoſition in his at- 
tempt to ſecure that important ſtation. 


THe return of day convinced the Auſtrian 
general of his miſtake; to his concern and 
ſurprize, he ſaw the whole Pruſſian army 
drawn up in order of battle, and ready to receive 
him in the moſt excellent order. He was 
now too far adyanced to retreat—there was no 
hopes of avoiding a battle, without ſubmitting 
to a certain defeat—like a brave man, he was 
determined to face the danger which was ab- 
ſolutely inevitable; and to leave the ifſue to 
the valour of his troops, and the deciſions of 
fortune, He had only time to form, before 
the Pruſſians began the attack with ſuch ſpirit, 
and with tuch conduct, that, nowithſtanding 
a valiant defence, the Auſtrians were forced 
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to yield, and were repulſed as far as Katzbach, 
maintaining a running fight all the way, at- 
tended with prodigious ſlaughter. 


His Pruſſian majeſty, expecting that Mar- 
ſhal Daun would not neglect this opportunity 
of attacking his right, which was not in a con- 
dition to maintain their ground without farther 
aſſiſtance, thought it prudent to defiſt from a 
too eager proſecution of the advantage he had 
gained; and poſſeſſed himſelf of a fituation 
from which he might be able to grant the re- 
quiſite aſſiſtance to his right, ſhould it appear 
to ſtand in need. Daun, indeed, made the ex- 


pected attempt repeatedly ; but the diſadvan- 


tage of the ground, and the fire of the Pruſſian 
battalions, to which his columns were much 
expoſed, defeated all his {kill and vigour: he 
was obliged to acquielce in his loſs. 


THx1s battle, which laſted only two hours, 
may be conſidered as a compleat victory on the 
part of the Pruſſians; and it may juſtly be ſaid 
to have originated rather from the abilities of 
their king, than the ſtrength of his armies. 
However, it's confequences were ſufficiently 
valuable; it retrieved the Pruſfian affairs in Si- 

| leſin, 
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leſia, by obliging the confederate Auſtrians and 
Ruſſians to eyacuate that province; it prevent- 
ed the long meditated junction between Prince 
Soltikoff and General Laudohn; and it fruſ- 
trated their deſigns on Breſlau and Schweid- 
nltZe. 


In this ation the enemy loſt upwards of 
10,000 men. Two generals, 80 officers, and 
upwards of 5000 priſoners, together with 82 
pieces of cannon, and 23 pair of colours, were 
taken, Two thouſand lay dead on the field of 
battle; a vaſt number died of their wounds, 
and the numbers that deferted were ſtill more 
conſiderable. The Pruſſians had ſcarcely 100 
men in killed and wounded in the engage- 
ment: it was one of the cheapeſt advantages 
they had ever gained. 


AN intercepted letter of the king's to the 
Marquis d'Argens, written ſoon after this af- 
tair, diſplays the hero in an eminent degree ; 
ind ſome extracts from it cannot fail to pleaſe. 
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* AT any other time, my dear marquis,” 
lays his majeſty, the affair of the 1 5th would 
* have decided the campaign: at preſent that 

© action 
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action is no more than a ſcratch. A general 
engagement muſt determine our fate: it will 


£ {o0n happen, if we may gi ve credit to ap- I 
« pearances; and then, if the iſſue is favourable, 8 
© we can enjoy ourſelves, Meanwhile, I thank * 
* you for the ſincere part you take in the ad- 2 
vantage gained. Many wiles, and much ad- 1 


dreſs, were required to bring on the action. 
Don't mention dangers; the late affair cof} 
* me only a coat and a horſe: this was buy. 
ing victory cheap. | 


© I Never was in ſuch an ugly fituation as 
1 am this campaign. Believe me, nothing 
* but a miracle can enable us to ſurmount 
* all the difficulties I foreſee. But, my dear 
marquis, always remember that I do not de- 
* fpair of fortune, and that in my plans I am 
* obliged to leave too much to chance, f 1 
* of means to form more ſolid pr | have 
the labours of an Hercules to un at an 
* age when my ſtrength leaves me, en my 
* infirmities increaſe, and when, to tell you 
the truth, hope, the ſole conſolation of the 
* wretched, begins to fail me. 


© I HERE 
k 
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have many things to think of. The reſt of 
my time I devote to letters, which are my 
« conſolation, as they were that of the ancient 
« conſuls, dictators, &c. I don't know whe- 
ther I ſhall ſurvive this war; but, if I ſhould, 
I am fully reſolved to paſs the reſt of my days 


© in retirement, in the boſom of Paier and 
8 friendſhip. 


*I KNow not where we ſnhall have our win- 
ter- quarters. My houſe at Breſlau was de- 
ſtroyed in the late bombardment. Our ene 
mies envy us even day-light and free air: 
they muſt, however, leave us ſome place; 


* and, if it be ſafe, I ſhall rejoice to ſee you. 


IMMEDIATELY after the action, the king 


marched to Parchwitz, where he paſſed the de- 
file that had been ſo well diſputed; and on 
the 16th he advanced towards Neumarck. 


movements; the latter repaſſed the Oder at 
Auras. 


Soon after this, General Halſen, whom the 
king had left in Saxony with a pretty ſtrong 
| body 


I HERE lead the life of a military monk. 1 


The Auſtrians and Ruſſians likewiſe made ſome 
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body of troops, and who was eagerly watched 
by the combined army of the Imperialiſts and 
Auſtrians, found an opportunity to eſcape their 
toils, and even gained a decided advantage over 
their vaſtly ſuperior numbers. 


Bur theſe ſucceſſes were not ſo definitive 28 
to deprive the enemies of his Pruſſian majeily 
of the means of future annoyance. They ſtil 
poſſeſſed power and opportunity for continuing 
the war, for protracting the campaign, and 
even for penetrating into the heart of his do- 
minions, Though the Ruſſians, after the 
battle of Lignitz, were driven to ſcek a refuge 
in the mountains of Sileſia, a confiderable body 
of them ia Pomerania, animated by the arrival 
of their fleet off Colberg, reſolved to lay ſiege 
to that ſca- port; before which they fat dow! 
with a vaſt army on the iſt of September, while 
their ſhips blocked it up by ſea. However, 
this attempt on Colberg was equally as unſuc- 
ceſsful as the former. General Warner was 
detached with 6c00 men from the Pruſſian 
camp near Glogau to raiſe the ſiege, or to re- 
lieve the garriſon. The 18th of March he 
arrived before the place, having performed 
journey of 250 miles in elzven days; and the 

Ruſſians, 


671. , , [ 
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Ruſſians, who flattered themfelves they were 
ed out of the reach of moleſtation from any ad- 
id ventitious enemy, were ſtruck with ſuch a pa- 
ir nic, that they raiſed the fiege with the greateſt 
er precipitation, and retreated, leaving their tents, 
baggage, cannon, and ammunition, behind 
them. 


MakszAl Daun was ſo effectually hem- 
med in, and confined in his operations by the 
maſterly movements of the king, reinforced 
by the junction of his brother, that, to eman- 

cipate him from this diſagteeable fituation, 
the Ruſſians were prevailed on to march into 


Brandenburg. 


Tux circumſtances of this march, it's mo- 
tives, and the bar barous irregularities commig- 
ted by the Ruſſians, were related in a very au- 
thentic manner, in a narrative publiſhed by 
the court of Berlin. The account is introduced 
with a ſuppoſition, that the Ruſſians had re- 
ſolved, by their exceſſes this year in the terri- 
tories of his Pruſſian majeſty, to ſurpaſs the 
enormous cruelties to which his dominions had 
been a prey laſt year ; and that, after four un- 
ſucceſsful campaigns, his enemies thought they 

2 £ ſhould 
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ſhould more eaſily obtain their ends by means 
equally ſhocking to humanity and inconſiſtent 
with the practice of civilized nations, than by 
endeavouring to terminate the war by arms, 
and the ſuperiority of their forces. 


Is this light all the operations of the enemy 
during this campaign, and in particular this 
famous expedition into Brandenburg, with a 
reſolution to penetrate up to Berlin, preſent 
themſelves to every impartial enquirer. When 
wars are carried on in ſuch a ſtile, they diſ- 
grace human nature; the armies which com- 
mit ſuch flagrant enormities can only be con- 
fidered in the light of ſanctioned murderers; 
heroiſm and generoſity, which are neceſſary to 
gild the horrors of the moſt lawful wars, are 
obliterated from the breaſt ; and ſavage barba- 
rity becomes the principal rule of action. But 
let us ſuſpend refleQtion, and mark the pro- 
grels of the plunderers, 


Tux Ruſſian generals Czernichef and Tot- 
tleben were detached with 20,000 men to in- 
vade the Marche of Brandenburg, and General 
Laſcy was ſent againſt Berlin with 14,000 

Auſtrians, The whole Ruſſian army followed 
| 4 


MEMOIRS OF THF KING OF PRUSSIA; 


353 


at no great diſtance. Each party endeavoured 
to outſtrip the other in expedition; and Gene- 
ral Tottleben appeared before Berlin, on the 
3d of October, with 2000 light troops 
and ſome foot. The city was immediately 
ſummoned. It refuſed to ſurrender; and every 
engine of deſtruction was immediately ſet to 
work that could fill the beſieged with terror 
and diſmay, Three aſſaults were made on the 
Halle Gate, and bravely repulſed. Showers of 
royal grenades, bombs, and hot iron balls, were 
poured in without effect; and the prudent 
meaſures adopted by the Pruſſian generals, at 
Berlin, obliged the Ruſſian commander to re- 
tire. 


In the meanwhile, Prince Eugene of Wur- 
temburg, and Lieutenant General Hulſen, ar- 
rived to the aſſiſtance of the capital; and, had 
not the reinfor cements of the enemy rapidly 
advanced to ſupport the firſt aſſailants, the en- 
terprize had certainly been wholly abandoned. 
But the Pruflians being now convinced of their 
| inability to riſk a battle or maintain a ſiege 
againſt ſuch formidable armies, and unwilling 
to expoſe the city to unavailing calamity, with- 
drew, on the morning of the 6th, towards Span- 

n dow, 
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dow, and the governor and magiſtrates made 
ſeparate capitulations with General Tottleben. 
It was ſtipulated, That the town ſhould be de- 
livered up to the Ruſſians ; that the garriſon 
ſhould be priſoners of war; and that a contri- 
bution of 1,500,000 crowns ſhould be paid as 
a gratuity to the troops, for which the town 
was to be exempted from plundering, and fe- 
cured in liberty and property. 


THE prifoners, who did not exceed 1200 
men, were carried off; and the cadets, who 
could not be included in the capitulation, 
which mentioned only generals, officers, fub- 
alterns, and ſoldiers, were removed along with 
the reſt. 


Tur terms of the capitulation, though ſuf- 
ficiently advantageous to the captors, were 
very little regarded. Both Auſtrians and Ruſ- 
fians immediately infringed them. Several 
Auftrian regiments took up their quarters in 
the town, in direct violation of an expreſs ar- 


ticle which prohibited the military from be- 


ing introduced ; and the miſerable inhabitants 
were quickly expoſed to the rapine and licen- 


tioufneſs of abandoned marauders. The town 


WAS, 
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was, in a manner, over-run with coſſacks, 
huſſars, and other light troops, who robbed 
in the ſtreets, in the houſes, and wherever 
booty was to be found. The citizens were 
compelled, by the moſt barbarous acts of vio- 
lence, to deliver up money, watches, and other 
valuables, to the ſoldiery; a great number of 
perſons were beat, wounded, and cruelly 
treated, It was dangerous in a high degree 
to appear in the ſtreets; and thoſe whom bufi- 
neſs called abroad in the evening, were fure 
to be plundered of what they had in their poſ- 
ſeſſion. In fort, ſuch a ſcene of riot and ra- 
pine as Berlin exhibited, may be better ima- 
gined than deſeribed. Humanity recoils at the 
direful picture which annaliſts have drawn. 
Every thing, facred and profane, was treated 
with indiſcriminate indignity; the tombs were 
ranſacked for hidden treaſure; and churches 
were rifled of their ornaments. 


Bur the depredations and exceſſes commit- 
ed in Berlin were mildneſs and juſtice when 
compared with what was done in the ſur- 
rounding towns and villages ; the whole coun- 
try, to the diſtance of ſeveral miles from the 
gates of the devoted capital, being reduced to 

| perfect 
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perfect deſolation. In particular, the moſt dif 
graceful irregularities were licenſed at the caſ- 
tle of Charlottenburg: whole ſquadrons en- 
tered it on the gth of October, and plundered 
for four days ſucceſſively, without either check 
or reprimand. The ſplendid furniture, the 
paintings, tapeſtry, mirrors, and other monu- 
ments of art, were deſtroyed or removed, 
Even the king's chapel was broke open, and 
the organs ſpoiled. The pictures of the royal 
family were cut and difigured; and, in ſhort, 
ſuch dreadful havock was committed on every 
moveable in this caſtle, that little more than 
the walls could be ſaid to remain. Never- 
theleſs, theplunder obtained here did not fatis- 
fy the enemy's rapacity ; the inhabitants of the 
town were amerced in 15, ooo crowns in ready 


money, and ſubjected to the moſt tyrannical 
exactions beſides. 


It would be impoſiible to particularize every 
inftance of barbarity and injuſtice which the 
enemy committed in Berlin and it's vicinity. 
The women were diſhonoured, without regard 
to age or condition, in preſence of their parents 
and huſbands; and, tofill up themeaſure of their 
| deeds of inhumanity and horror, they ae 


—_ — = vu. BY 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF FRUSSIA., 359 


ed the ſepulchres of the dead, which have al- 
ways been treated with ſome veneration even 
by the moſt barbarous nations, The troops, 
under the command of General Laſcy, broke 
open the burying-vault of the Schwerin family; 

opened the coffin of the maſter of the horſe to 
the king, who had been dead twelve years, and 
thoſe of his lady and children; ſtript the bo- 
dies, and daſhed them on the ground. Such 
were the execrable exploits of the enemies of 
Pruſſia: and may they be handed down to 
remoteſt poſterity with the opprobrium they 
deſerve; that future wars may be conducted on 
more manly principles, or that entailed diſ- 
grace may deter thoſe, whom the laws of ho- 
nour are too weak to reſtrain, from the com- 
miſſion of ſimilar enormities ! 


Tarts irruption of the enemy into Branden- 
burg had the deſired effect. His Pruffian 
majeſty could not tamely endure the ruin of 
his Electorate and the miſery of his ſubjects. 
He accordingly called in his detachments, 
which locked up Daun in the mountains, 
marched, and arrived at Damm on the aoth of 
October. 


MARSHAT 
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MaARs8Hat Daun, releaſed from his blockade, 
immediately followed his majeſty; keeping, 
however, ſuch a reſpectful diſtance as prevent. 
ed the danger of being forced into action. 
The Ruſſian generals were no ſooner apprized 
of the approach of the king to the relief of hiz 
ſubjects, than they fled with great precipita- 
tion; thereby evincing, that cruelty and cow. 
ardice are inſeparably connected. 


Tu flight of the Ruſſians enabled Fre. 
derick to remove the theatre of the war into 
Saxony, where the Auſtrians and Imperialiſts 
had got poſſeſſion of Leiplic, Wittenberg, 
and Torgau, during his abſence from that 
country on the important affairs juſt recited, 
And, when deſpair gloomed the faces of his 
majeſty's friends, he reſumed his military ope- 
rations with the moſt aſtoniſhing vigour, chaſ- 
tized his enemies, and irradiated the horizon 
of his glory in a more ſplendid manner than it 
had been at any time fince the commencement 
of the campaign. Contemning enemies who 
dared not face him in action, and were only 
valiant againſt the innocent and defenceleſs, 
his majeſty paſſed the Elbe with his right, o- 
the ney and at Roſlau being joined by th 

; troop? 
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troops under Prince Eugene of Wurtemburg 
and General Hulſen, he advanced on the 28th 
to Kemberg, where he met his left, amount- 


) . . 2 
1 ing in all to 80,000 men. 
10 Dau, ever attentive to his majeſty's move- 
a- | 

ments, called in the corps under General 
1. 


Laſcy, and alſo croſſed the Elbe at Torgau; 
and ſoon after diſcovered his intention of open- 
ing a communication with the army of the 
Empire, encamped near Leipſic. But this 
deſign being found impracticable, the Imperi- 
aliſts decamped, and got clear off in a fog; and 
Daun fell back to Torgau. General Hulſen 
drove the Imperialiſts from before Leiphc, 
took poſſeſſion of the city, manned the garri- 
ſon, and rejoined the Pruſſian main army, 
which had encamped at Eulemberg. 


THE return of almoſt every ſun brought 
ſome additional advantage to his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty. But his permanent ſecurity was not to 
be procurcd by the longeſt feries of ſucceſsful 
ikirmiſhes, and partial defeats: a general en- 
gagement was become more neceſſary than 
Wer to eſtabliſh his affairs; and he adopted 
the reſolution of rather dy ing in the field of 

3 A battle, 
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battle, in defence of his dominions and his 
ſubjeas, than in ſuffering them to ſink under 
the burden and continuation of a conſuming 


war. 
Va 
EveRyY poſſible precaution had been taken hi 
by the Auſtrian general to prevent a ſurprize; N 
and, in a camp fo well fortified as his, he little te 


dreamed of an attack. But on the 2d of No- 
vember, the king decamped, and directed 
his march towards the Auſtrian army. He ſu 
divided his army into three columns, one of 
which he commanded himſelf, and diſpatched 
them by diffcrent routes; while General 
Zeithen, with a conſiderable force, was directed 
to take the great Leipſic road, and to exert 
his endeavours againſt the villages of Suplitz 
and Groſwich. As the columns advanced, they 
fell in with various detachments of the enemy, 
which they repulled with great loſs, taking 
many priſoners. But we pals over theſe uncon- 
ſ:quential advantages, and haſten to relate the 
intercſting engagement which was about to 
take place. 


Tur king advanced towards Torgau, ay 
approached the enemy's lines about three 
o'clock 
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o'clock in the afternoon of the 3d. Dion re- 
ceived him with a briſk fire of 200 pieces of 
cannon : his right extended to Groſwich, and 


his left to Zinne; his foot occupied very ad- 


vantageous eminences along the Leipfic road; 
his ſecond line, againſt which the king direct- 
ecl his attack, was ſtationed on a ſpot which 
terminated in hillocks towards the Elbe. 


THE attack was diſpoſed by his majeſty in 
ſuch a manner, that either his right or his left 
muſt take the enemy in rear, and cloſe them 
in; ſo that they ſhoul4 be diſabled from under- 
taking any thing againſt that quarter where he 
intended to effect his attack. Nevertheleſs, 
the Pruſſians were repulſed at the firit onſet, 
after a very ſmart fire of artillery and ſmall 
arms; and the grenadiers ſuffered much from 
the Auſtrian carabineers. The king made a 
moſt animated attack a ſecond time; but his 
men were again repulſed, and forced to retire. 
This was an inauſpicious beginning ; but his 
majeſty was not diſpirited. 


He now ordered Bareith's dragoons to ad- 
vance, who took priſoners the emperor's own 
regiment, and ſeveral others. At the ſame 

3A2 time 
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time Spaen's cuiraſſiers fell upon other regi- 
ments of foot, and put them into diſorder. 
On this the enemy advanced -between 60 and 
do battalions towards Torgau, placing their 
left at Zinne, and their right at the Elbe. 
The Prince of Holſtein ſæt out to meet them 
with the cavalry, and at firſt obliged them to 
fall back; but, at the ſecond ſhock, he was 
himſelf reduced to the tame ftuation. He 
returned again to the charge ; and a third line 
of foot attacked the vineyard of Suplitz, wailtt 
General Zeithen, with the right wing, took 
the enemy in rear. This diſpoſition had the 
deſired ſucceſs; the Auſtrians were thrown 
into manifeſt diſorder. It was now a quarter 
after nine; and as the night was uncommonly 
dark, it was impoſſible to purtue the enemy, 
Marſhal Daun received a wound in the thigh; 
and, perhaps, the victory was facilitated by his 
wound. 


Tur enemy were buſily employed, during 
the night, in croſſing the Elbe with all ſpecd, 
on three bridges of buats, which were thrown 
over it at Torgau; and next morning, at day- 
break, the Prutiians entered that town, and 

ſeized 


(ci 
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ſcized a conſiderable number of boats belonging 
to the bridges. 


IN this engagement the enemy loſt 4 ge- 
nerals, 200 officers, and 7000 men made pri- 
ſoners; 29 pair of colours, 1 ſtandard, and 37 
pieces of cannon. In the firſt attack, where 
the Pruſſians met with a repulſe, the enemy 
took two generals, and about 1500 ſoldiers. 
They had likewiſe about 2500 men killed, 
and 4900 wounded, In ſhort, the action was 
extremely ſharp; the ground was well diſ- 
puted on both ſides; and though the Pruſſians 
were allowed to be the victors, their ſucceſs 
was not cheaply purchaſed. The king's 
breaſt was grazed by a bullet, and the Mar- 
grave Charles received a violent contuſion on 
the thigh. 


MARSHAL Daun, immediately on receiving 
his wound, reſigned the command of the army 
to General Buccow ; and the arm of the latter 
being thot off in a few minutes after, the fole 
command devolved on General O*Donnel ; 
who retreating with great expedition towards 
Dreſden, provided for the ſafety of that city, 

and 
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and poſſeſſed himſelf of the ſtrong camp at 


Plauen. 


Tur Pruſſian enemies were filled with ter. 
ror on the news of this battle. All Saxony 
fell once more into the hands of the Pruſſian 
monarch, except Dreſden and the Auſtrian 
camp. The Ruffians retreated into Poland; 
and General Laudohn, who commanded a 
ſtrong corps of Auſtrians in Sileſia, raifed the 
fiege of Coid, and retired into the county of 


Glatz, as ſoon as the difagreeable intelligence 
reached him. 


HavinG obtained a temporary reſpite from 
the machinations of thoſe potent enemies, who 
made the beſt of their way into winter quar- 
ters, his Pruſſian majeſty detached 10,099 
men, under General Focade, by the route of 
Thuringia, to join Prince Ferdinand in his 
operations againſt the French; and then can- 
toned the remainder of his troops for the 
winter. 


Tu E propitious concluſion of this cam paign 
extricated his Pruſſian majeſty from the many 
formidable and imminent dangers thar were 

collected 
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collected round him, and placed him in a more 
defirable ſituation than he had been for ſame 
time. He now maintained the full poſſeſſion 
of all his own dominions, excepting thoſe 
provinces which he had loſt at the commence- 
ment of the war: and he had now over-run 
and ſeized on the greateſt part of Luſatia, 
Saxony, Swediſh Pomerania, and M=cklen- 
burg, from whence he had an opportunity of 
riſing large contributions for the ſupport of 
bis army, and of retaliating on the enemy the 


extortĩions and depredations committed on his 
ſubjects. 


Ir is impoſſible to review the military acts 
of his Pruſſian majeſty, during this arduous and 
critical campaign, without being filled with 
admiration of his abilities and exertions. The 
Swedes were repulſed with conſiderable loſs ; 
the Ruſſians, who had exerciſed the moſt wan- 
ton barbarities, fled at his approach, and took 
helter in mountains and woods; and the Aul- 
tians and Imperialiſts were obliged to aban- 
don their conqueſts, and leave his majeſty in 
poſſoſſion of all their laurels, except Dreſden. 


GEORGE 
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GeoRGE II. of Great Britain, had paid the 
debt of nature on October 25th of this year; 
and his death in ſome meaſure altered the com- 
plexion of affairs. When his preſent majeſty 
addreſſed his firſt parliament, he declared it to 
be his intention to maintain, to the utmoſt of 
his power, the good faith and honour of his 
crown, by adhering firmly to the engagement; 
entered into with his allies, and particularly the 
King of Pruſſia; and this was re-echoed by 
the unanimous reſolution of both houſes. But 
a conſiderable ſpace of time elapſed without 
any ſteps being taken towards the ſupport of 
the King of Pruſſia, and the independency at 
our allies and friends ; and, after a tedious in- 
terval of ſuſpence, and numerous evaſions to 
the Pruſſian miniſter, the ſubſidy was either 
withdrawn or refuſed, 


InDEED, very early in the year 1761, the 
courts of Vienna, Peterſburg, France, Sweden, 
and Saxony, agreed, teverally and jointly, to 
offer propoſals towards renewing the nego- 
ciation for peace, which had been abrupt!s 
broken off. France appeared the firſt moves 
but ſhe was ſuppoſed to be leaſt ſincere in he! 
propoſal, - Declarations were ſigned ; ple! 
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potentiaries were nominated to meet at Auſ- 
burg, in Germany, which was allowed to be 
the moſt commodious ſituation for the different 
belligerent powers to confer on ſuch an occa- 
ſion. The courts of London and Verſailles 
took the principal lead in the negociation; but, 
after many evaſions and artifices on the part 
of France, that power was diſcovered to be in- 
fincere, or at leaſt to inſiſt on ſuch terms as 
would have been little advantageous to Great 
Britain, and highly injurious to her allies. This 
country, therefore, reſolved to puſh on the war 
with vigour; and in the mean time to protract 
the negociation, in hopes that future ſucceſs 
might enable it to procure better conditions 
for it's allies, whoſe intereſts it would have 


been highly diſhonourable, nay — to 


relinquiſh, 


Tuus the commencement of the year 1761 
was a mixture of pacifick and hoſtile meaſures; 
and hence we may account for the vigorous 
motions of the allied army, in the depth of 
winter, to diſlodge, orat leaſt deprive the French 
army under Marſhal Duc de Broglio from 
turning their preſent advantageous. poſition 
to the ruin of the Proteſtant cauſe, when they 

3B might 
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might be diſpoſed to renew their operations, 
Prince Ferdinand met with various ſucceſs; 
he beat, and was beaten; but, on the whole, 
he averted the imminence of the danger with 
which he was threatened had he remained in. 
active. 


Bur let us now turn to the King of Pruſſia; 
who, being diſappointed in the ſubſidy from 
England, which had enabled him to act with 
vigour, was now obliged to remain on the de- 
fenſive. The Auſtrians regarded this change 
of conduct in his Pruſſian majeſty as a piece of 
generalſhip, and judged it moſt expedient to 
adopt his plan, and to watch his movements. 


Tur ſtate of both parties was extremely 
critical; the loſs of a battle on either fide 
might greatly influence the negociations at 
Auſburg to the prejudice of the conquered: 
caution was extremely requiſite ; but it's dic- 
tates were too frigid for the active ſpirit of 
Frederick long to brook. The detachments 
of his army made ſome bold and ſucceſsful at- 
tacks; but as yet his majeſty remained in 4 
ſtrong camp at Schweidnitz, in Upper Sileſia, 
while bis brother Prince Henry had taken poi 

near 
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near Leipſic, to watch the Auſtrians under 
Count Daun. The king himſelf was vigi- 
lantly attended by General Laudohn, who 
only waited for a favourable opportunity of 
coming to action. 


BuT the moſt alarming circumſtance to his 
majeſty was the operations of the Ruſſians: 
they had taken the field, and were marching 
in two diviſions; one, under Marſhal Tottle- 
ben, proceeded through Pomerania; the other, 
led by Marſhal Butterlin, entered the Upper 
Sileſia, and took the route of Breſlau. At 
the ſame time Marſhal Laudohn made his dit- 
poſitions with a manifeſt deſign to unite their 
armies, and either to attack the king or take 
Breſlau in his preſence. 


Tur junction of thoſe formidable armies 
his majeſty found it impoſſible to prevent. 


The Ruſſians having croſſed the Oder, poſ- 


ſeſſed themſelves of the open country, exacted 
heavy contributions, and detached a body to 
cannonade Breſlau, which they did very ſe- 
verely from ſeven batteries; but the garriſon 
being reinforced, fallied out, and obliged the 
aſſailants to decamp with loſs, 


3B 2 LAUDOHN 
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LAauDonn tried every ſtratagem, in vain, 
to draw the king from his impregnable camp ; 
neither the motions of the Auſtrians or the 
Ruſſians could provoke or prevail with him 
to quit his ſituation, or divide his forces. 
Schweidnitz was threatened with a ſiege ; 
Lower Sileſia was in danger of being over run; 
and the Ruſhans, under General Romanzoff, 
(for Tottleben had been removed on ſuſpicion 
of treachery) actually reſumed their operations 
againſt Colberg, which the Swedes had en- 
gaged to favour. 


NoTwITHSTANDING the powerful arma- 
ments, both by ſea and land, which inveſted 
this fortreſs, his Pruſſian majeſty, depending 
on the fidelity of the garriſon, and the inexpe- 
rience of the enemy, gave himſelf little trou- 
ble about it's relief; which ſecurity was after- 
wards the fatal cauſe of his loſing this impor- 
tant poſt. 


On the entrance. of the Ruſſians into Po- 
merania, about the beginning of June, they 
commenced their operations with a furious 


attack on Belgrade; but they were repulſed 
with 
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with great loſs, and forced from their poſts 
by the vigilance and reſolution of General 
Werner. 


THr1s was not all his majeſty had to attract 
his attention. The army of the Empire, in 
Saxony, ſhewed a diſpoſition to attack Leipſic. 
General Seydlitz received them with amazing 
bravery; they retired with the utmoſt preci- 
pitation, and in future avoided the Pruſſian 
cantonments. Nevertheleſs, Europe in gene- 
ral gave his Pruſſian majeſty up for loſt ; but 
the fertility of his genius ſuggeſted a ſpecious 
way of relief, and diſconcerted all the mea- 
ſures of his enemies. 


Tux Ruſſians had placed their chief depen- 
dence on their magazines in Poland, which 
they had covered with a vaſt army under Ge- 
neral Fermor. His majeſty therefore diſpatch- 
ed General Platen to attempt the deſtruction 
of theſe magazines; a ſervice which he per- 
formed with extraordinary ſucceſs. 


Taz Ruſſian derachment under General 
Butterlin, on news of this ſecret expedition, im- 


mediately withdrew from the Auſtrian camp, 
| where 
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where they had acted in concert with Lau- 
dohn in watching the motions of his Pruſſian 
majeſty; and by this means the force of Lau- 
dohn being conſiderably weakened, the king 
ventured to quĩt his ſtrong camp at Schweid- 
nitz, and to advance nearer the Oder, in queſt 
of proviſions, of which his army ſtood in great 
need. 


1 — a Ld —_ 


Tur king had no ſooner left his camp, than 
Laudohn reſolved to attack Schweidnitz by a 
coup de main. This was the moſt valuable 
place which the Pruſſians poſſeſſed in Sileſia: 
it's fituation was central; it was ſtrongly for- 
tified ; and his majeſty had depoſited here a 


vaſt quantity of artillery and military ſtores. 


Tur iſt of October, at three in the morn- 
ing, was ordered for the execution of this 
enterprize. A ſelect number of troops were 
ordered on this ſervice ; who, aided by a thick 
fog, got under the walls, and even fixed their 
ſcaling-ladders in four different places, before 
the garriſon was apprized of it's danger They 
ſcaled the walls with amazing reſolution; the 
Pruſſians were confounded with the ſudden- 

nels 
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neſs of the attack; and by break of day the 
enemy got entire poſſeſſion of the town. 


LIEUTENANT General Zaſtrow, the go- 
vernor, and about 3000 men, were made 
priſoners at diſcretion. The Auſtrians loſt 
only about 600 men. Some reflections were 
thrown on the governor ; but there never ap- 


peared any juſt reaſon to ſuſpeQ his fidelity. 
The king, in his letter to him on this melan- 
choly occaſion, writes We may now fay, 

« with Francis I. of France, after the battle 
& of Pavia, we have loft every thing but our 
& honour. As I cannot comprehend what has 
« happened to you, I muſt ſuſpend my judg- 
* ment: the thing is very extraordinary. 


Tuls acquiſition gave the Auſtrians ſuch a 
footing in Sileſia, that they obliged the king 
to return to Breſlau, and ſecured to themſelves 
winter-quarters in that province. Advices 
from other detachments of the Pruſſian forces 
were more favourable; they gave his majeſty 


ſome hopes of weathering the tide of adverſe 
fortune. 


PRINCE 
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Prince Henry, who was ſtill ſtrongly en- 
camped in the vicinity of Meiſſen, was at- 
tacked by Daun, who failed in the attempt. 
He, indeed, ſucceeded in carrying ſome of the 
Pruſſian advanced poſts, but he found it im- 
practicable to force his lines; he therefore 
retired, and diſtributed his army into canton- 
ments, about Dreſden, for the winter. The 
Imperial army followed his example; it took 
quarters at Naumberg and Zwickaw. 


For ſome time, his Pruſſian majeſty receiv- 
ed flattering accounts from Colberg. The 
united fleets of Ruſſia and Sweden, which had 
inveſted it by ſea, were driven off the coaſt 
by a ſtorm, and obliged to return home; and 
the garriſon had been relieved with a ſcaſon- 
able ſupply of proviſions by ſea from Stettin. 
Additional forces had been ſent to ſupport the 
beſieged, under the generals Platen and Knob- 
lock; but Romanzoff was not to be diſcoura- 
ged by accident or oppoſition; he proſecuted 
the ſiege with the greateſt vigour. Platen 
and Knoblock were both defeated. The Ruſ- 
ſian force amounted to 50,000 men; the gar- 
riſon was diſtreſſed by famine ; the fortreſs 
was almoſt battered to pieces. The Prince of 

Wurtem- 
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Wurtemberg, who had been entrenched under 
the walls, was reduced, by the cloſeneſs of 
the ſiege, to adopt the alternative of periſhing 
by hunger, or cutting his way through the 
Ruffians : he choſe the latter, and eſcaped 
with very inconfiderable loſs. 


CoLonEL Hayde, who had defended this 
town againſt all the efforts of Ruſſia during 


this war, being now left without the poſſibi- 


lity of relief, was forced to ſurrender. The 
garriſon became priſoners of war on the 16th 
of December. | 


THis gave the Rutlians permiſſion to take 
up their winter-quarters for the firſt time 
in Pomerania: and the ſituation of the King 
of Pruſſia with the Auſtrians at Schweidnitz, 
and the Ruſſians at Colberg, the two extremes 
of his dominions, deprived him of the means 
of making any movement which the enemy 


might not improve to his inevitable ruin. 


Tus the campaign, as far as related to his 
Pruſhan majeſty, terminated without one re- 
gular battle, or any conſiderable defeat on 
cither fide ; and yet his affairs were never in a 

3 C more 
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more deplorable condition. The reafons al- 
ready aſſigned prevented him from taking that 
active part which was moſt congenial to his 
diſpoſition; in the defenſive plan he was 
never remarkably eminent. 


NEGoctaT1oNs for a peace were ſtill con- 
tinued between France and England; at the 
ſame time the military operations were not iu 
the leaſt ſuſpended. But the pacifick views of 
Lord Bute, who was now prime-minitſter at 
the court of London, gave a favourable .open- 
ing to the French to make their advances, and 
they did not neglect the opportunity. 


HoweEVER glorious it may be to confult 
the happineſs of individuals by peace, it is a 
virtue ſcarcely expected from a nation fluſhed 
with conqueſt, unleſs the terms propoſed are 
adequate to the ſtate of their ſucceſs. A pro- 
penſity to peace, therefore, at this time, 
when advices from every quarter concurred to 
ſtrengthen our intereſt and extend our power, 
is certainly among the inexplicable myſteries 
of Kate. | 


In 
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In Germany, where we had hitherto been 
hardeſt preſſed, affairs put on a more promiſ- 
ing aſpect. The vigorous inflexibility of the 
Czarina had tended in the higheſt degree to 
perplex the affairs of our ally, the King of 
Prutiia. T his potentate was now no more. 
Peter III. her ſucceſſor, was well diſpoſed 
towards his Pruſſian majeſty. Soon after his 
acceſſion, he cauſed it to be declared to the Im- 
perial, French, and Swediſh miniſters, reſi- 


dent at Peterſburg, that he could not look, 


without extreme regret, on a war that had 
continued already fix years; and, inſtead of 
tending towards a concluſion, was ſtill ga- 
thering ſtrength, with the effuſion of much 
innocent blood: that he was deſirous to put a 
ſtop to ſo great a calamity; and, in order to 
procure peace to his empire, which he eſteem- 
ed the firſt law preſctibed by God to ſove- 


reigns, that he was ready, on his part, to make 


a ſacrifice of the conqueſts made by the arms 


of Ruſſia in this war, in hopes that the re- 
ſpective powers, his allies, would concur with 
him in ſo ſalutary and neceſſary a meaſure, 
+» 
Tarts declaration was but little reliſhed b 
the other belligerent powers. They ſaw the 
| 3C3 proba- 
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probability of their ſtrength being diminiſhed 
without any advantages being ſecured. They 
all, indeed, teſtified their regard for peace ; 
but it was for peace in a Jeſs uncondition- 
al manner than Peter had given reaſon to 
ſuppoſe would ſatisfy him; and in particular 
the King of Poland, as Elector of Saxony, 
implored the protection and aſſiſtance of his 
Czariſh majeſty, to procure an indemnifica- 
tion for the miſeries to which his Electoral 
dominians had been ſubjected. 


Tux Emperor of Ruſſia, finding that his 
pacifick ſentiments and reſolutions were not 
likely to be acceded to by his allies, with the 
advice of his council, determined to bring 
the buſineſs, as far as regarded himſelf, to a 
ſpeedy deciſion: he agreed to an armiſtice 
with the King of Pruffia, which was figned 
on the 16th of March, and which was to 
continue till the two courts of Peterſburg and 
Berlin ſhould make a farther determination. 
The effect of this ſuſp-nſjon of arms extended 
a little farther ; the Swedes followed the ex- 
ample of the ſovereign of the Ruſſias, and 
concluded a peace with his Pruſſian majeſty on 
the 7th of April, 

THE 
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THE proſpects of Frederick now began to 
brighten, in one quarter at leaſt; but when the 
act of reſtitution was carrying into execution, by 
which the Czar was to reſign the conqueſts 
made by the arms of Ruſſia to Pruſſia, he was 
depoſed by a conſpiracy of his ſubjects, and in 
eight days after breathed his laſt. His con- 
ſort was placed on the Imperial throne of Ruſ- 
ſia, by the appellation of Catherine II. and 
that country once more ſeemed to be recurring 
to the meaſures it had relinquiſhed under the 
Emperor, and the proſecution of the war with 
Pruſſia was the favourite and popular deter- 
mination of the new Empreſs. A manifeſto 
was iſſued on the 16th of July, to compel the 
inhabitants of the conquered part of the Pruſ- 
lian dominions to ſwear allegiance to Cathe- 
rine II. 


Bor ſuch is the inſtability of human reſo- 
lution, and fo numerous are the contingencies 
which affect it, that the very next day theſe 
orders were revoked ; and her Czarith majeſty 
confirmed all that had been propoſed in fa- 
vour of Pruſſia by the late emperor. Her 
majeſty, o an examinatzen of the correſpon- 
dence between her deceaſed huſband and the 

King 
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King of Pruſſia, plainly diſcovered how much 
he had been ber friend, in diſſuading Peter 
from ſome very ſevere intentions he had pro- 
poſed putting in execution againſt her: when 
ſhe is ſaid to have burſt into tears of gratitude, 
and to have declared that ſhe muſt be a monſter, 
if the did not bear as much affection for the 
King of Pruſſia, as ſhe had borne hatred before. 
This freed his majeſty from the dread of hoſti- 
lities on that fide, and he was now at liberty 
to purſue his meaſures with the other confe- 
derates to procure an equal pacification. 


THe allies opened the campaign of 1762 
with very different proſpects. However, the 
battle of Wilhelmſtohl, in which the French 
were very ſeverel; handled, gave a favourable 
turn to their affairs. Several other engage- 
ments followed, with various ſucceſs; and the 
ſurrender of Caſſel, which happened on the 
1ſt of November, concluded the operations of 
the campaign and of the war, 


Tur ſeceſſion of the Ruſſians from the ene- 
mies of his Prufſian majeſty was more ſervice- 
able to his cauſe than any victory : neve: the- 
lets, he had flill oppoſition enough to encouu- 

ter; 
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ter; and his finances were not in a ſituation 


to enable him to purſue very active meaſures. 
However, when he found that he had only 
his own bravery to depend on, he ordered 
Prince Henry to take the field in Saxony 
againſt the Imperialiſts, who were reinforced 
by a ſtrong body of Auſtrians. His highneſs 
ſurprized the enemy's left wing at Dobeln, 
beat up their quarters, and forced them to re- 
treat with the loſs of 20co men, ſome can- 
non, and a conſiderable magazine. But ſpeedi- 
ly recruiting their ſtrength, by calling in 
their detachments, they gained ſeveral petty 
advantages over the Pruthans. 


In the mean time, the king was anxiouſly 
waiting for a favourabl: opportunity of at- 
ticking Count Daun; who, ſince the defec- 
tion of the Ruſſians and Swedes, was become 
more circumſpe& than ever. However, his 
majeſty commenced his operations by forcing 
the advanced poſts of the Auſtrian right wing, 
which ſpread terror and alarm through their 
whole camp. He then laid ſeige to Schweid- 
nitz, in defiance of Count Daun. 


Tus 
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Tux King of Pruſſia fat down before that 
city on the 8th of Auguſt, determined to re- 
gain it, or periſh in the attempt. The man- 
ncr in which it was loſt had ſenſibly affected 
him; and a ſpirit of revenge overcame every 
dictate of prudence. There was only one 
ftratagem, by which the enemy could hope to 
draw the king from this ſiege. The Prince 
of Bevern was poſted with a body of Pruffian; 
at Reichenbach ; and Daun detached General 
Laudohn with a ſuperior force to attack him, 
The defign was diſcovered ; the prince made: 
vigorous ſtand; and the king found means t1 
turn it to the enemy's diſadvantage. He drew 
off no more of his army than could be ſpared 
in the continuation of the ſiege; and with that 
draught he in perſon fell upon the Auſtrians, 
unexpectedly, in flank, when they preſume! 
too much on the ſucceſs of the day over the 
Prince of Bevern; and, after a ſhort diſpute, 
Laudohn was totally routed, with the lots of 
2,400 men. Diſpirited by this defcat, Daus 
took no other ſteps for the protection 
Schweidnitz; and the garriſen having loſt all 
hopes of relief, propoſed to capitulate, But 
his Pruſſian majeſty would accept no other 


terms, than that they ſhould ſurrender priſon- 
ers 
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ners of war. The governor, Count Gueſco, 
rejected this propoſal with the ſpirit of a brave 
man; he declared he would defend the place to 
the laſt extremity ; and a terrible fire on both 
fides continued, with doubtful ſucceſs, till the 
8th of October, when a conſiderable breach 
being made by the ſpringing of a mine, the 
governor immediately ſurrendered, with a gar- 
riſon of 10,300 men. Thus the houſe of 
Brandenburg became poſſeſſed of Schweidnitz, 
and all it's dependencies, by force of arms ; 
a place which had been ſeveral times wreſted 
out of the king's hands, and as often retaken 
during the war. 


Tux confederates meditated to revenge this 
affront on Prince Henry. The Imperialiſts 


and Auftrians in Saxony, were vaſtly ſuperior 


to the prince's army, and exerted their whole 
art to ſurround them. The king was alarm- 


ed for his brother's ſafety ; and, as ſoon as 


matters were put in train at Schweidnitz, his 
majeſty marched to his aſſiſtance. But Prince 
Henry acted the general ſo dextrouſly, that he 
not only eſcaped the ſnares laid for him by his 
enemies, but even reduced them to ſuch a 
Gtuation, that they were drawn into an une- 
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qual engagement at Freyburg ; and, after a 
warm conteſt on both ſides, victory declared in 
favour of the Pruſſians, who took 5000 pri- 
ſoners, 30 pieces of cannon, and got poſſeſſion 
of the town of Freyburg. 


Tuls was the concluding ſtroke of the Pruſ- 
ſians: their enemies were too much damped 
by ill ſucceſs to face them again in the field; 


and the bloody war in Germany terminated at 
laſt in favour of Frederick. 


He had maintained a conflict with the 
Auſtrians, Ruſſians, Swedes, and Imperialiſts, 
for ſeven ſucceſſive campaigns: he had often 
riſen, like a phcenix, out of the aſhes in which 
both his friends and enemies thought he was 
conſuming ; and at laſt, in ſpite of foes and 
ſelfiſh friends, to the aſtoniſhment of the whole 
world, he found himſelf in a condition to exact 
terms of a glorious and an honourable peace. 


Soox after the glorious victory gained by 
Prince Henry over the Auſtrians and Impe- 
rialifts in Saxony, 2 ſtrong detachment of Pruſ- 
fians, under the command of General Kleiſt, 
made an irruption into Bohemia, where they 


raiſed 
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raiſed contributions, almoſt to the very gates 
of Prague, and deſtroyed ſeveral magazines of 
immenſe value. 


AFFAIRS being in this ſituation, a ſuſpen- 
ſion of arms was propoſed by his Pruſſian 
majeſty to the court of Vienna, between their 
reſpective armies in Saxony and Glatz, dur- 
ing winter; a propoſal that was joyfully ac- 
ceded to, though it's object was more politi- 
cal than honourable: for no ſooner had the 
king tied down the Auſtrian army, than he 
detached a large body of troops, under General 
Kleiſt, into Franconia and other ſtates, where 
they exacted heavy contributions, and ſpread 
terror and alarm from the centre to the ex- 
tremities of the Empire. The Auſtrian and 
Imperial troops had been diſtributed into win- 
ter-quarters ; they did not dare to act without 
freſh inſtructions from the court of Vienna ; 
and, before thoſe inſtructions could bereceived, 
the Pruſſian hero had taken care to effect his 
full intentions. His miniſter was ordered to 
declare to the diet of the Empire“ That 
finding his remonſtrances had failed, he 
% was now reſolved to employ more effectu- 
al means to make them recall their troops 
3D 2 & from 
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& from the Auſtrian army; and was accor- 
& dingly marching three different corps into 
* the Empire, one of which had already 
t entered Franconia, the ſecond was taking 
<« the route of Swabia, and the third would 
«« paſs through Bavaria: that they would 
« every where conduct themſelves according 
4 to the exigencies of the war; but, as to the 
« diet of the Empire, the miniſter added, 
« that he had orders to give aſſurance it ſhould 
not ſuffer the leaſt moleſtation.” | 


This declaration had the deſired effect: 
the princes of the Empire, particularly thoſe 
whoſe dominions were moſt expoſed to the 
route of the Pruſſian armies, immediately 
propoted a neutrality, and recalled their troops; 
and in a ſhort time the houſe of Auſtria found 
itſelf ſtripped of every ally, and left fingly to 


oppoſe the King of Pruſha, whoſe armies 


were now become vigorous and alert in pro- 


portion to the dejection and imbecillity of the 


enemy. 


 Tavs the Pruſſian hero gained the ſupe- 
riority over his powerful inveterate enemy 
- without the aſſiſtance or mediation of an ally; 


and 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 339 


and preſerved it with fuch wiſdom and good 
policy, that Auſtria was glad to accept his own 
terms of peace; terms which were not truſted 
to the idle diſcuſhon of negociators, but dictated 
by himſelf, and ratified with his ſword in hand. 


By virtue of this pacification, which [was 
concluded at Hubertſburg, the King of Pruſ- 
fia was to have every country, province, and 
town, ſurrendered up and guarantied to him, 
which he poſſeſſed before the commencement 
of the war. In ſhort, there was a mutual re- 
nunciation of all claims on each other's do- 
minions and territories, and of all indem- 
nification for damages ſuffered during the pro- 
greſs and continuance of the war. 


His Pruſſian majeſty having brought to 
ſuch a fortunate concluſion a war unparalleled 
in hiſtory, immediately ſet about retrieving the 
rain it had occaſioned; and, by wiſe and equi- 
table regulations, ſoon brought his country 
to a ſtate of proſperity it had never known 
before. Every trace of deſolation was ſpeedily 
obliterated; and agriculture was as much pro- 
ſeeuted under his auſpices now, as the art of 
war had been bciore. 


Bur 
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BuT though peace is attended with the 
trueſt glory, becauſe it tends to the happinek 
of the human race, it furniſhes fewer tranſ. 
actions to record, and fewer examples of he- 
roiſm ; while, on the other hand, it developes 
the moſt valuable qualities of the heart, and 
ſthews if the man is as worthy of our love az 
the hero was of our admiration. 


FRoM the æra of the general pacification of 
1763, we hear little of Frederick, as a warrior, 
till the year 1772. 


Tre flames of civil war had raged with 
uncommon violence, in the devoted kingdom 
of Poland, during three ſucceſſive years: the 
very face of the country was changed ; and 
many of the principal Poliſh families retired 
into foreign ſtates, with ſuch part of their pro- 
perty as could be removed. To theſe compli- 
cated evils was ſuperadded that dreadful 
ſcourge the peſtilence, which in 1770 ſpread 
through the provinces of Podolia, Volhinia, 
and the Ukraine, adjoining to Turkey; and 1 
ſaid to have ſwept off 2 50,000 perſons. Mean- 
while, ſome of the Poliſh- confederates nego- 
ciated with the Turks for aſſiſtance againſt 

their 
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their powerful oppreſſors; and a terrible war 
enſued againſt the Ruſſians and Turks, on ac- 
count of Poland, which the former had been 
called in to protect againſt the Diſſidents, as 
they were called. In the year 1771, his Po- 
liſh majeſty very narrowly eſcaped aſſaſſina- 
tion : he received two wounds on his head, 
one from a ball, the other from a ſabre; and 
this horrid attempt was ſuppoſed to have been 
prompted by powers too mighty to be men- 
tioned by a cotemporary hiſtorian, 


Tur following year, the plan which had 
for ſome time been concerting, began to be un- 
folded. The King of Pruſſia, the Empre ſs 
Queen, and the Empreſs of Ruſſia, entered 
into an alliance to divide and diſmember the 
kingdom of Poland, in defiance of repeated 
treaties and perſonal declarations to the con- 


trary. 


Tur three allied powers, acting in concert, 
ſet up their formal pretenſions to the reſpective 
diſtricts which they had allotted for and gua- 
rantied each other. Poliſh Pruſſia, and ſome 
diſtricts bordering on Brandenburg, were 
ſet apart for the King of Pruſſia; almoſt all 


the 
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the ſouth-eaſtern parts of the kingdom border. 
ing upon Hungary, were aſſigned to the Em. 
preſs Queen of Hungary and Bohemia; and a 
large diſtrit of country about Mohilow, upon 
the banks of the Dnieper, was allotted for the 
Empreſs of Ruſſia. 


Bur though each of thoſe powers pretended 
to have a legal title to the territories they 
claimed, and publiſhed manifeſtoes in vindi- 
cation of their conduct; they, nevertheleſs, 
forced the Poles to call a new diet, and me- 
naced them, that if they did not conſent una- 
nimouſly to ſign a treaty for the ceding of thole 
provinces to them reſpectively, the whole 
kingdom would be laid under military exe- 
cution, and treated as a conquered ſtate. In 
this extremity of diſtreſs, when oppoſition was 
in vain, ſeveral of the Poliſh nobility, rather 
than conſent to an act which entailed ruin and 
diſgrace on their country to the lateſt ages, 
became voluntary exiles; but the King of 
Poland was prevailed on, by the neceſſity of 
his condition, to ſign this act, and many of 
his ſubjects followed the royal example. 
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We will not pretend to extenuate the 
injuſtice of Frederick in this reſpect. In hat- 
ever light others may view his conduct on this 
occaſion, we cannot help conſidering it as a 
flagrant violation of every ſacred tie; an act of 
injuſtice and rapacity, which has only the 
union of other great powers to fave it from de- 
ſerved execration, and which even combina- 
tion cannot legalize. 


As early as the year 1771, the troops of his 
Pruffian majeſty entered Great Poland; and, 
during the ſpace of that year, carried off from 
that and the neighbouring provinces at leaft 
12,000 families! On the 29th of October, in 
the ſame year, an edict was publiſhed by the 
king, commanding every perſon, under the 
ſevereſt penalties, and even corporal puniſh- 
ment, to take in payment for forage, provi- 
fions, corn, and horſes, the money offered by 
his troops and commiſfaries. This money 
was either filver bearing the impreſſion of 
Poland, and exactly worth one-third of it's no- 
minal value; or ducats, ſtruck in imitation of 
thoſe of Holland, ſeventeen per cent. inferior 


to the genuine ones. | 
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WII this baſe money he bought up corn 
and forage, ſufficient not only to ſupply his 
army for two whole years, but alfo to ſtock 
his magazines in the country itſelf, where the 
miſerable inhabitants were obliged to come 
and re-purchaſe corn for their daily ſubſiſtence 
at an advanced price, and with good money. 
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Havins ſtript the country of money and 
proviſions, his next attempt was to thin it ſtill 
more of it's inhabitants, and to people his 
own dominions at the expence of Poland. 
This had ever been his favourite object; and, 
as far as his own country was concerned, he 

ated with his uſual patriotiſm and policy. 
To effect this purpoſe, a new mode of con- 
tribution was invented. Every town and 
village was obliged to furniſh a certain num- 
ber of marriageable girls; the parents to give, 
as a portion, a feather-bed, four pillows, 
a cow, two hogs, and three ducats in 
gold. Some were bound hand and foot, 
and carried off as criminals. His exactions 
from the abbeys, convents, cathedrals, and 
nobles, were ſo heavy, and at laſt ſo much ex- 
ceeded their abilities, that the prieſts aban- 
doned their churches, and the nobles their 

lands. 
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lands. Theſe exactions continued, with un- 
abated rigour, till poſſeſſion was taken of the 
uſurped provinces; and then, however un- 
juſtly they might be acquired, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, no pains nor expence was ſpared to im- 
prove and people them. Independent of the 
hardſhips they at firſt endured, the natives cer- 
tainly were brought under a better form of go- 
vernment; they became ſubjects of a maſter 
who would not ſuffer others to injure them, 
and who was only ſevere while he conſidered 
them as aliens. 


Turn obliges us alſo to record a flagrant 
violation of treaties, committed by his Pruſſian 
majeſty, in regard to Dantzic. 


Daxrzic is the capital of Poliſh Pruſſia, 
which, we have mentioned, was wreſted from 
Poland, and aſſigned to Pruflia, It is fituated 
on the Viſtula, five miles from the Baltic, and 
is large, handſome, and populous; and particu- 
larly celebrated in hiſtory as being the head of 
the Hanſeatic Aſſociation. It is a republic, with 
a ſmall adjacent territory, about forty miles 
round it, which were under the protection of 
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the king and republic of Poland, at the time 
the partition took place. 


THis city, as well as that of Thorn, was 
exempted by the King of Pruſſia from thoſe 
claims which he made on the neighbouring 
countries; notwithſtanding which, his majeſty 
. ſoon after thought proper to ſeize on it's terri- 
tories, under pretence of their formerly having 
conſtituted part of Poliſh Pruſha. He then 
proceeded to poſſeſs himſelf of the port duties 
belonging to the city; and erected a cuſtom- 
houſe in the harbour, where he laid arbitrary 
and inſupportable duties on all*exports and 
imports. 


To compleat the ſyſtem of oppreſſion, cuſ- 
tom-houſes were erected at the very gates of 
Dantzic, ſo that ingreſs and egreſs were im- 
poſſible without a very ſtrict ſcrutiny, Never- 
theleſs, Dantzic had been comprehended in 
ſo many . general and particular treaties ; it's 
rights and liberties had been fo frequently ſe- 
cured; and it had been guarantied by ſo many 
great powers, and by ſuch a long and regular 
ſucceſſion of public acts; that we are more 


ſurprized at the ſupineneſs of the other Euro- 
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pean ſovereigns, in tamely ſuffering this infrac- 
tion of treaties, than at the ambition of Fre- 
derick, which prompted him to gain ſuch a 


valuable appendage. The city of Thorn was 


likewiſe treated in a ſimilar manner with Dant- 
zic. Yet his Pruſhan majeſty afterwards, in 
part, receded from the rigour of his uſurpa- 
tion on theſe two cities ; and ſeemed at laſt 
contented to divide the power and revenues 
anncxed to them. 


THe Electoral Houſe of Bavaria becoming 
extinct in 1778, the balance of power in Ger- 
many appeared to be in danger by the preten- 
ſions made and inſtituted by the court of Vienna 
to the Lower Bavaria. His Pruſſian majeſty 
oppoſed thoſe claims, not only with a view of 
maintaining the right of the Palatine Houſe 
to the ſucceſſion of all Bavaria, but alſo of ſup- 
porting that equal balance of power which the 
ſafety of the German conſtitution ſeemed to 
require. 


A wa enſued; which, though marked 
with few brilliant exploits, was terminated in 
the moſt favourable manner for the views of 
his Pruſhan majeſty, by the peace concluded 


.at 
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at Teſchen in 1779: a peace which re-eſta. 
bliſhed the balance of Germany, by preſerv- 
ing to the Palatine Houſe the ſucceſſion of the 
greateſt part of Bavaria, under the guaranty 
of two potent nations. 


AT the commencement of the year 1785, 
new apprehenſions were entertained reſpecting 
the balance of power in Germany, by a pro- 
ject ſtarted of exchanging Bavaria for the 
Netherlands. The King of Pruffia, together 
with the Duke of Deux Ponts, inſiſted on the 
treaties of Teſchen, and of Pavia, as well as on 
the balance of Germany, for irrefragable ar- 
guments againſt any alienation of Bavaria. 


THe Imperial Court declared, by public me- 
morials, that it had not the moſt diſtant in- 
tention of attempting to exchange Bavaria by 
force; while the principal members of the 
Patatine Houſe affirmed on their ' fide, that 
they would never conſent to a voluntary ex- 
change of Bavaria. 


By this concurrence of ſingular circum- 
ſtances, and of public and correſpondent de- 
clarations, without any formal treaty, a new 

= engagement 
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engagement took place, ſolemnly contracted 
by the principal parties intereſted, which 
ſeems to enſure the tranquillity of Germany for 
a long ſeries of years to come. Nevertheleſs, 
the alarms and apprehenſions which even the 
idea of a ſubverſion of the balance of power 
occaſioned, gave riſe to the Conſtitutional Aſ- 
ſociation, concluded at Berlin on the 23d of 
July, in the preceding year, between the Elec- 
tors of Saxony, Brandenburg, and Brunſwick; 
and which, in renewing the ancient connections 
of thoſe illuſtrious contracting houſes, is ſolely 
directed to the preſervation of the conſtitu- 
tional iyſtem of the German Empire, and the 
poſſeſſions and privileges of all it's members. 


Tuis aſſociation the King of Pruſſia cauſed 
to be communicated, by public declarations, to 
the courts of Europe and the Empire; and he 
had the ſatisfaction to find it was generally ap- 
proved, and that many of the moſt conſide- 


rable princes of Germany were forward to join 
it. 


THi1s was one of the laſt public negocia- 
tions of his Pruſſian majeſty; and it is, per- 
haps, one of the moſt glorious. By it he ren- 

dered 
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dered the moſt effential ſervices to humanity, | 


to all Europe, and eſpecially to Germany, by 
eſtabliſhing it's general repoſe, it's balance, 
and ſecurity; and by diſſipating it's alarms 
and miſunderſtandings without war, and with- 
out the effuſion of blood, by the calm and ra- 
tional acts of repreſentation and explanation, 
by forefight, wiſdom, and firmneſs. The 
completion of this ſcheme will immortalize 
his name more than his moſt ſplendid victo- 
ries; it will render it precious to poſterity, 
and ſecure a crown of civic and eternal laurels. 


IT will alſo reflect additional glory on the 
King of Pruſſia, if it be conſidered, that this 
great work was originally conceived, promoted, 
and afterwards compleated by himſelf; that 
he undertook the dangerous part, which was 
the reſult of it, in the 74th year of his age, and 
when his health was impaired by a long and 
an active reign; that, at the ſame time, he took 
a part no leſs active in the other general affairs 
of Europe, and eſpecially in the very intricate 
affairs of Holland, adopting every poſſible 
meaſure for the re-eſtabliſhment of union, 
confidence, and internal peace in that unhappy 
republic. This laſt was the only object of 

importance 
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importance he had in view, that he did not 
live to execute; and his ſucceſſor appears to 
have been equally unſucceſsful. 


Havins detailed the principal exploits and 
tranſitions of Frederick in the capacity of a 
warrior and nego-iator, let us now attend for 
a while to that admirable military diſcipline he 
either perfected or introduced into the Pruſſian 
armies; a diſcipline which no other nation ever 
attained, and which enabled this warlike mo- 
narch to conquer often by the terror of it's 
name. 


Tux Pruſſian armies generally amount to 
200,000 men, which are divided into three 
claſſes, field regiments, garriſon regiments, 
and free battalions. The firſt of theſe claſſes 
comprehends all the regiments of cavalry, 
known by the appellation of field regiments, 
and likewiſe the cuiraſſiers, dragoons, huſſars, 
and the four regiments of artillery, The ſe- 
cond claſs is compoſed of ſuch regiments as 
are uſually employed in garriſon duty; and, 
when led into the field, are ſtationed in the 
rear of the army. The third claſs conſiſts of 
regiments which are ſuddenly raiſed on any 
| 3F emergency, 
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emergency, and of courſe are leſs to be de- 
pended on than the reſt. Theſe are commonly 
employed in guarding the advanced poſts, 
and at the termination of a war they are uſu- 
ally diſbanded. 


THe field infantry is divided into foot guards, 


marching regiments, fuſileers, and grenadiers, - 


The foot guards form three battalions; the 
firſt is independent of the reſt, and has a diſ- 
tint and ſplendid uniform. It is recruited 
from the different regiments, and is compoſed 
of the talleſt men in the army. The captains 
poſſeſs the rank of major; the firſt lieutenants 
of captain. This battalion is conſtantly gar- 
riſoned at Potſdam, and has ſeldom taken the 
field fince the battle of Kolin, in Bohemia, in 
which it was almoſt entirely cut to pieces. 


Tur ſecond and third battalions wear the 
ſame uniform; and, when called into action, 
compole only one regiment, which is entruſted 
to the command of the ſenior officer of- the 


whole. 


Tue marching regiments are diſtinguiſhed 
from the fuſilcers only by their wearing hats, 
inſtead 
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inſtead of the ſmall, grenadier caps of the 
latter. All the regiments of fuſileers were 
levied by Frederick III. The field regiments 
of artillery are compoſed in the ſame manner 
as the others, 


Tu garriſon regiments, as they are uſually 
called; are likewiſe divided into infantry, fu- 
ſileers, and artillery, The number of batta- 
lions in each regiment varies from two to four. 
In ſome of theſe corps, foreign recruits are 
always initiated, and afterwards drafted into 
the field regiments. In the ſeven years war, 
theſe garriſon troops compoſed the principal 
part of the army which was commanded by 
Prince Henry; and they were generally in- 
tended to act on the defenſive. However, 
with a very ſmall proportion of other troops, 
they: enabled that prince to gain the battle of 
Freyburg: an action that his own heroiſm 
tempted him to riſk, expretsly contrary to the 
king's intentions. 


Tus garriſon artillery are diſtributed in dif- 
ferent towns and fortrefles, and the direction 
of it is intruſted to the commanding officer of 
the regiment in each reſpective garriſon. There 
2F23 are 
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are no town-officers in Pruſſia, except when 
the garriſon is numerous, as in Berlin, Madge- 
burg, and Koningſburg: in theſe are town- 
majors and adjutants. 


A GENERAL officer is appointed to every 
regiment in the ſervice, under whom are three 
ſtaff-officers, frequently of equal rank; in 
which caſe they rank by ſeniority. The ge- 


neral and each of the ſtaff officers have their 


reſpective companies, commanded by a cap- 
tain-lieutenant. 


THe generals have an income of nearly 3000 
crowns a year, excluſive of perquiſites: the ſe- 
cond in command receives about 50 crowns a 


month, over and above his company ; but the 


appointment of the other two ſtaff- officers are 
wholly arbitrary, depending entirely on the 
king's pleaſure; ſo that a major ſometimes is 
- infinitely better paid than his colonel, 


INDEED, his late majeſty ſeemed to have a 
predilection for majors, in preference to colo- 
[nels or lieutenant- colonels; fo that ſome re- 
giments had no colonel, but only three ma- 

jors, or two majors and a lieutenant-colonel. 
2 This 
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This plan is ſaid to have originated from a fa- 
cility it gave his majeſty in exchanging pri- 
ſoners during his long war. 


THERE is alſo a conſiderable corps of ſtaff- 
officers, under the appellation of quarter- ma- 
ſters: they are of different ranks, but are ge- 
nerally perſons of merit. 


FREDERICK likewiſe maintained aid-de- 
camps of different ranks, who belonged to no 
particular regiment, This was the firſt capa- 
city in which foreign officers were generally 
employed on firſt entering the ſervice, which 
gave his majeſty an opportunity of forming 
ſome eſtimate of their merit and abilities, be- 


fore they were promoted to more reſponſible 
and important tations, 


Exclusiv of theſe, there were a vaſt num- 
ber of ſupernumerary officers of different ranks, 
who were not connected with any particular 
corps; all of whom, as well as the quarter- 
maſters and aid-de-camps, were obliged to 
relide at Potſdam, where a table was furniſhed 
tor them at the king's expence. 
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Doki peace, it has been uſual to diſtri- 
bute the horſes, belonging to the army, among 
the farmers in particular diſtricts, who are at the 
expence of their maintenance; but are allowed 
the privilege of employing them in agricul- 
ture, However, ſhould any accident happen 
to a horſe, while under the care of the far- 
mers, they are obliged to compenſate the loſs. 


Tux corps of engineers is conſtantly in gar- 
riſon at Potſdam: it is chiefly compoſed of fo- 
reigners, and is leſs reſpectable than any other 
in the ſervice. Indeed, Frederick did not ap- 
pear to entertain any very high opinion of 
the utility of this body; or, at leaſt, he was 
by no means choice in his ſele ction of perſons 
whom he admitted into it. The pay is not 
very conſiderable, and their abilities are ſaid 
to be extremely limited. The higheſt rank 
in this ſervice is a colonel ; the ſubordinate 
officers are generally ſuch as misfortunes, or a 
ſpirit of adventure, have driven from their na- 
tive countries. | 


HoweEveR, the field artillery in Pruſſia is 
on an excellent footing, and it's utility cer- 
tainly demands attention, It conſiſts of four 

| regiments, 
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regiments, of two battalions each, and twelve 
hundred men to each battalion. 


ExcLus1ve of theſe four regiments, there is 


another corps of artillery, conſiſting of 6c0 
horſemen, uſually garriſoned at Potſdam. The 
pieces are ſmall and ſhort, and are drawn by 
four ſtrong horſes with ſpeed and facility, 


THe corps of miners conſiſts of 1200 men, 
divided into four companies, independent of 
each other. Three of theſe were old compa- 
nies; the fourth was added by Frederick III. 
The command of each company brings in 


about 3000 crowns a year to the captain; and 


the whole corps is ſaid to be well appointed. 


ALL the troops are new clothed every year; 
the old ſuit is turned, and mended, to be worn 
in common; and the men are likewiſe allowed 
a working dreſs, conſiſting of a jacket and 
breeches. In winter the breeches are woollen, 
in ſummer linen. 


Tux infantry wear blue coats, with white 
waiſtcoats and breeches, excepting the guards, 
who have buff- coloured waiſtcoats and breeches. 
| The 
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The regiments are diſtinguiſhed by the dif- 
ferent colours of their facings, and by the 
trimmings of the officers coats; for their 
waiſtcoats are always plain. The officers 
uniform of the foot guards is very magnifi- 
cent ; even that of the common men is rich. 


Tux aid de camps, and the ſupernumerary 
officers, who belong to no particular regi- 
ment, wear blue coats, faced with red, and 
embroidered with ſilver, with buff- coloured 
waiſtcoats and breeches. This, however, is 
their grand uniform, in which they appear 
only on particular occaſions ; their uſual dreſs 
being quite plain, General officers are diſtin- 
guiſhed by a white plume in their hats. 


THE whole battalion of guards have white 
ſpatterdaſhes : all the reſt of the infantry wear 
black ones. 


Tre grenadiers and fufileers have caps, 
on the front of which is a copper-plate, charg- 
ed with the arms of Pruſſia, Theſe caps are 
extremely ſhallow in the crown, and conſe- 
quently kept on with difficulty: the hats of 

the field infantry are liable to the ſame incon- 
venience. 
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yenience. The cavalry wear prodigious large 
hats, for which fingularity it is not eaſy to 
account, 


THe firelock, in uſe among the infantry, is 
very heavy and ſhort ; on the other hand, the 
| bayonet is of great length ; and this, with the 
cylindrical ram-rod introduced by the late 
king, makes the firelock extremely cumber- 
ſome, the end of the barrel being much hea- 
vier than the breech. 


Taz Pruſſian infantry are furniſhed with 
ſmall broad ſwords ; and their cartouch-boxes 
contain about ſixty rounds of ammunition. Be- 
ſides the ſword, the officers are armed with a 
ſpontoon, the ſhaft of which is 13 or 14 
feet long. The ſerjeants halberts are 16 
feet long; but theſe weapons are hardly in 
ſufficient number to anſwer the purpoſe of 
their deſtination. The diviſions in battle are 
coſed at right and left by ſerjeants, who oc- 
caſionally lock their halberts together, and 
by this means incloſe their platoons, fo that 
the ſoldier cannot eſcape, and is obliged to 
fight. 


38 THE 
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Tur field officers, as well as the generals, are 
always mounted on horſeback, and command 
ſword in hand. 


EvERY regiment of infantry and fuſileers 
conſiſts of two battalions, like the artillery ; 
each battalion of ſix companies, one of which 
is compoſed of grenadiers. Each company 
confiſts of two hundred men, eighty of whom 
are foreigners, the reft natives. The former 
are ſtrictly confined to their garriſons, ſo that 
deſertion is extremely difficult. As ſoon as a 
ſoldier is miffing from a garriſon, his deſertion 
is announced to the adjacent country, by a diſ- 
charge of cannon, and parties are inſtantly 
diſpatched after him, in different directions. 
If a peaſant receives him into his cottage, a 
fevere puniſhment awaits the diſcovery ; but 
if be brings him back to the garriſon, he i- 
amply rewarded. 


Taz native Pruſſians who enter the army 
experience more indulgence; the greater num- 
ber of them being allowed to ſpend ten months 
in the year at home, from the firſt of June 
till the firſt of April, employed in agriculture, 
or ſuch trades and occupations as may ſuit 
thei! 
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their genius or convenience. Theſe men, 
generally amoun ing to an hundred from each 
company, are obliged to leave their new uni- 
form, their arms and accoutrements, with the 
regiment; and their pay, during the ten months 
abſence, is carried to the regimental cheſt, and 
diſpoſed of at the king's pleaſure. However, 
it is uſually beſtowed in gratuities to the moſt 
zealous and active captains in the reſpective 
regiments : but part is applied to defray the 
expence of recruiting foreigners, 


As for the national recruits, they are attend- 
ed with no expence; every one of the king's 
ſubjects, the nobility alone excepted, being 
deſtined to the ſervice from their cradle, and 
obliged to wear a badge for this purpoſe. 


THe Pruſſian dominions are divided into a 
certain number of cantons, or diſtricts, each 
of which is obliged to raiſe a certain number of 
men. Not only each regiment, therefore, but 
each company of a regiment, has it's particular 
diſtrict; and, at the age of ſixteen, every pea- 
ſant, mechanic, merchant, or citizen, has his 
name inſcrted in the war liſt of his canton, 
and is obliged, when called on, to join the 

3G2 regiment, 
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regiment or company belonging to that 
diſtrict: for it is very ſeldom, unleſs on ex- 
traordinary occaſions, that perſons enrol- 
led in one canton are aſſigned to the corps of 
another. 


WHEN any regiment or company, there- 
fore, is in want of freſh men, to ſupply the 
place of ſuch as are dead, or diſmiſſed from 
the ſervice, a field officer, commonly the ma- 
Jor of the regiment, goes into the canton, and 
ſelects the number neceſſary to ſupply the de- 
ficiency. This buſineſs is conducted in a 
very impartial manner; the ſubjects pitched 
on being always ſuch as are beſt adapted for 
the ſervice, and leaſt wanted at home. Among 
the peaſantry, the eldeſt ſon is uſually ex- 
empted from the military vocation, that he 
may be trained up to agriculture ; and, when 
a farmer has only one ſon, it ſeldom happens 
that he is forced into the army, unleſs his 
| perſon renders him particularly defireable; 
for ſtature and make are conſidered as eſſen- 
tials in a Pruſſian ſoldier. 


Tuxs k natural recruits paſs an entire year of 
probation with their regiments, that they may 
* ; be 
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be compleatly inſtructed in the manual exer- 
ciſe. After that period they are allowed to 
return home, like the reſt of the men; and 
when they have attained the age of forty, they 
are permitted to quit the ſervice; an indul- 
gence never granted to foreigners, who have 
no proſpect of a diſcharge before they are diſ- 
abled by length of years, or the preſſure of 
diſeaſe. 


A CERTAIN number of officers aremonth- 
ly diſpatched from each regiment into their 
reſpective diſtricts, to enquire into the beha- 
viour of the ſoldiers who are abſent, and to 
receive the reports of the magiſtrates on this 
ſubje&, to inſpe& the horſes belonging to 
the army, and to fee that the farmers keep 
them in a proper condition for ſervice on any 
emergency. 


THROUGHOUT the Pruſſian dominions, eve- 
ry branch of the military department, even 
the moſt minute and apparently trifling arti- 
cle, is attended to with ſuch exactitude and 
unremitting attention, from the tovereign 
down to the common ſoldier, that, in the ſhort 
ſpace of four or five days, a numerous army 

| may 
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may be aſſembled, and ready to take the field, 
without the different regiments who are to 
compoſe it being at all in the ſecret till they 
reach the place of rendezvous. 


In the EleQorate of Brandenburg, the 
troops are ſo judiciouſly diſpoſed in the ſeveral 
garriſons, that, within the ſpace of eight days, 
they may be collected on the frontiers of Sax- 
ony, and they have even in that time paſſed 
the Elbe, and penetrated into that country. 
It is the ſame in Sileſia, and in Glatz; ſo that 
it is poſſible for an invaſion to have taken place 


in the Auſtrian territories, before the court of 


Vienna could be apprized of the Pruſſian army 
being in motion. Similar arrangements are 
adopted in every part of the Pruſſian domi- 
nions; the good effects of which are always viſi- 
ble on the commencement of a war; and while 
they continue, this power will ever be formi- 
dable to it's neighbours. But though only about 
an hundred men of each company are permit- 
ted to return to their homes, of the remaining 
hundred, eighty of whom are always foreigners, 
the captains are allowed to exempt thirty or 
forty, and ſometimes more, from duty, that 
they may ſubſiſt by their own induſtry. In 

| ſuch 


1 * Fig _ —_ 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, A41$ 


ſuch caſes, their pay always goes into the cap- 
tain's pocket; but ſhould any of them be em 
ployed out of the garriſon, a privilege allowed 
only to natives, he is obliged to procure other 
men in their ſtead, ſhould they happen to de- 
ſert. The foreigners are only permitted to 
wo:k within the walls of a town: they are 
obliged to appear at roll-call, to fleep every 
- night in their quarters, and to be under arms, 
when required. Hence it is obvious, that the 
native Pruſſian army is, in fact, a well-regu- 
lated militia : during the months of April and 
May, they are ſtrictly diſciplined; the remain- 
der of the year they are at liberty to provide 
for themſelves, and to live with their families 
and friends. This at once leſſens the expence 
of government, and adds to the national uti- 
lity : the labour of ſo many men is favourable 
to agriculture and the arts; and they equal- 
ly ſerve for public protection, and private ad- 
vantage. 


A VULGAR prejudice has been diſſeminated 
over Europe, that the Pruſſian foldier is inceſ- 
fantly under the diſcipline of the cane; but 
thoſe who have had the beſt opportunities of 
authentie information, contradict this as an 

| erroneous 


416 MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 


erroneous report. It is indeed allowed, that 
in Pruſſia, as well as in other parts of Germa- 
ny, whenever a ſoldier treſpaſſes, he is puniſh- 
ed with ſome ſtrokes of a cane, or a broad 
ſword, according to the different cuſtoms of 
different corps; but the infliction of this 
puniſhment does not depend on the capricę of 
a ſubaltern or ſcrjeant, the number of ſtrokes 
being limited, and proportioned to the offence 


committed. This correction ſpeedily and 


publickly inflicted, has certainly a very ſalu- 
tarv effect. Chains and impriſonments, in 
this country, are employed only for criminals. 
But neither the cane nor the broad ſword are 
uled during the general exerciſe; they are only 
allowed when a regiment performs it's exerciſe 
fingly. In the general exerciſe, ſhould a ſol- 


dier prove defective in his duty or attention, 


he is noticed by ſome officer preſent, and ſent 
back to practiſe with the recruits. To this 
mark of diſgrace puniſhments are generally 
ſuperadded. 


Ix the firſt battalion of guards, the ſoldier 
is puniſhed by the ſtroke of a broad ſword, re- 
peated according to the nature of his offence ; 


and this is inflicted by a ſubaltern officer. In 
the 
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the reſt of the guards, as well as in all the 
different corps of cavalry, the fame correction 
is adminiſtered by a ſerjeant, in the preſence 
of the officer who enjoins it. In every other 
regiment of the army, caning is the conſe- 
quence of negle&, but never without the or- 


der of an officer. 


WHEN a ſerjeant belonging to any corps 
is to be puniſhed, it is with a broad - ſvord, 
and by the hands of a ſubaltern officer. If the 
ſerjeant, as is ſometimes the caſe, happens to 
be of noble extraction, the puniſhment con- 
ſiſts of four ſtrokes of a broad ſword acroſs 
his ſhoulders, inflicted by the commanding 
officer of the regiment. None above the rank 
of ſerjeants are puniſhed in this manner, but 
are ſent to the guard-houſe; and, when their 
offence is conſiderable, the commanding of- 
ficer muſt notify it to the ſovereign. 


In Pruſſia, the military inſtruction is very 
methodical. When a recruit is firſt brought to 
a regiment, he is placed under the care of a ſer- 


jeant, who teaches him how to walk, and the uſe 
of his firelock; and he is likewiſe daily inſpected 
3H by 
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by an officer, whoſe buſineſs it is to obſerve 
that he be properly inſtructed. 


Fox ſome days he 1s treated with great 
lenity, and every allowance is made for his 
natural timidity and aukwardneſs ; his duty 
is patiently and repeatedly explained to him; 
and, if his attention to improvement appears 
equal to the pains uſed with him, he is not 
ſubjected to any great ſeverity. But ſhould he 
be inattentive, or perverſely aukward, he is 
ſoon taught to feel the conſequence of it: for 
it ſeems a leading principle in the Pruſſian 
military ſyſtem, to render the private men per- 
fectiy tractable, to deprive them of any will 
of their own, and make them entirely ſubſer- 
vient to their ſuperiors. In a word, they 
are taught to be as immoveable as ſtatues, 
when ſo deſired; and to be relentleſs as their 
muſquets. 


Wurx the young recruit has acquired the 
firſt principles with preciſion, he is exerciſed 
with the other recruits of the ſame company, 
twice a day in ſummer, and once in winter, 
by a lieutenant, the captain himſelf uſually 
attending to aflift, and ſelect ſuch as are ſuf- 

ficiently 
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ficiently inſtructed, that they may be incor- 
porated with the company, and exereiſed with 
the reſt of the battalion. 


Waen the young ſoldier has paſſed through 
all theſe gradations of diſcipline, and it is 
known what he can perform, he is now given 
to underſtand, that the leaſt negle of duty 
will be puniſhed with ſeverity; and indeed {6 
ſtrictly is this menace obſerved, that, in the 
exerciſe of the battalions, even an unaveid- 
able accident, the dropping of a bayonet, the 
falling off of a hat, or even ſneezing or cough- 
ing, is puniſhed with caning. This may 
appear hard and tyrannical; but, by a ſtrict ad- 
herence to this rigorous diſciplirie, accidents 
ſeldom happen. An old officer ob ſerved to a 
foreigner, one day, at Pot{dam—** Nos ſoldlats 
* a preſent ne touſſent pas i ſpuvent qu an- 
* fre fois—Our foldiers do not cough fo 
often now as formerly.” 


On the firſt day of every month, the captain 
receives the pay of his company, and diſtri- 
butes it himſelf to the men, in equal propor- 
tions, every five days. In the firſt battaizon 
of guards, the ſoldier's pay for five days 
3H2 amounts 
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amounts to fifteen gros, or two ſhillings 
and nine pence ſterling: the ſecond and third 
battalions of guards, the artillery, miners, 
and all the grenadiers of the army, receive 
twelve gros; the reſt of the infantry only 
eight. However, it muſt be obſerved, that, 
_ excluſive of their pay, all the troops have an 
allowance of bread ; and, in a country like 
Pruſſia, where proviſions are cheap, the ſub- 


ſiſtence is at leaſt on an equality with that of 
other European nations. 


Tur Pruſſian cavalry has been brought to 
an aſtoniſhing degree of excellence; principal- 
ly owing to the indefatigable attention of Fre- 
derick, who ſpared no labour or expence to 
render them perfect in diſcipline, and reſpecta- 


ble in appearance. This part of the army is 


divided into horſe-guards, gens d' armes, cara- 
bineers, cuiraſſiers, dragoons, huſſars, and 


boſniacs. 


Tux horſe-guards conſiſt only of a ſingle re- 
giment of light-horſe, compoſed of three 
ſquadrons ; the gens d' armes conſiſt of ten; 
the carabineers and cuiraſſiers of four ſqua- 


drons each. In all the different corps of ca- 
| | valr 75 
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valry, the ſquadron conſiſts of two hundred men; 
and each regiment, like the reſt of the army, 
has it's particular canton. The regiments of 
dragoons, like the cuitaſſiers, conſiſt of five 
ſquadrons each, two only excepted, which 
have ten; thoſe of huſſars and boſniacs in ge- 
neral conſiſt of ten. In the body-guards, ca- 
rabineers and cuiraſſiers, each ſquadron is ſub- 
divided into two companies of an hundred 
men each. In the dragyons, huſſars, and 
boſniacs, there 1s no diviſion of the ſquadrons 
into companies. 


Tux pay of the common men in the cavalry 
is about two gros, or three pence ſterling aday ; 
the ſerjeants, as is uſual likewiſe in the infan- 
try, receive an additional gros. In each ſqua- 

dron ſixty- four foreigners are admitted; the 
reſt is compoſed of native Pruſſians, a majority 
of which is diſperſed at home in their re- 
ſpective diſtricts, during ten months in the 
year, in the ſame manner as the infantry. 
The emoluments of the officers of cavalry 


are ſomewhat more conſiderable than in the 
infantry. 
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Tut horſe-guards, gens d'armes, cara- 
bineers, and cuiraſliers, all wear the ſame uni- 
form—a light buff-coloured coat; a jacket, 
_ edged with filk or lace; and buckſkin breeches, 
The different regiments are diſtinguiſhed by 
the different colours of their buttons, and 
the facings of their coats. The hats of the 
cavalry are enormouſly large; the king him- 
felf always ore one of the ſame kind. 


Tux cuiraſſiers are provided with an iron 
breaſt-plate, muſquet- proof; and the crowns of 
their hats are likewiſe lined with ſteel. Their 
arms conſiſt of a muſquetoon, piſtols, and a 
long ſtraight broad-ſword. When called into 
action, they only uſe their broad-fwords, with 
which they do amazing execution, owing to 
their vaſt activity, and the inconceivable pre- 
ciſion with which all their evolutions are per- 
formed. 


Taz uniform of the dragoons is a light 
blue coat, white waiſtcoat, and buckſkin 
breeches. The different regiments are diſtin- 
guiſhed by their buttons. Theſe troops, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, can only be ſaid to have the appel- 
lation of dragoons, as they never fight on foot, 
and 
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and are, in fact, only light horſe. The reſt of 


the cavalry are exerciſed both on horſeback 
and on foot. 


Tat huſſars wear uniforms of different ca- 
lours, but all made in the Hungarian taſte. 
One regiment 1s cloathed in a dark brown 
cloth, approaching nearly to black: this corps 
is diſtinguiſhed by the name of Black Huſſars, 
and all the men have a Death's head imprinted 
on the front of their caps; beſides which, the 
ſtandards of the regiments are ornamented with 
the ſame tremendous inſignia. The boſaiacs 
are dreſſed in the Poliſh mode. 


Every corps, whether infantry, artillery, 
or cavalry, have their reſpective garriſons and 
fixed quarters, which they never quit ia time 
of peace, except during the grand manœuvres. 
The officers are alſo under the obligation of 
conſtant reſidence with their regiments; and 
muſt have the king's ſpecial permiſſion to 
be abſent, which is not very readily granted, 
and never for more than fix weeks or two 
months at a time. Officers of every rank, 
from the general to the ferjeant, are all equally 

cbliged 
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obliged to ſubmit to this regulation. The ef- 
fect of this reſtriction is, that the Pruſhan of- 
ficers are grave in their deportment, and con- 
fined in their ideas. By an uniform courſe of 
diſcipline, they are, in general, brought to ima- 
gine, that to ſtand firm and ſteady, march 
erect, wheel to the right and left, and charge 
and difcharge a firelock, if not the ſole uſe of 
buman beings, is at leaſt the moſt momentous 
purpoſe of their creation; and the king ſeemed 
to have no deſire that they ſhould reaſon on a 
higher ſcale, which might lead them to deſpiſe 
their daily avocations of drilling ſoldiers, 
counting the buttons of their coats, and ex- 
amining the minutiz of dreſs and propriety : 

for though ſome acquaintance with other ftu- 
dies, and opportunities of mixing with po- 
liſhed fociety, might render them more agree- 
able men, it would by no means give them ſu- 
perior merit in the capacity of captain, lieu- 
tenant, or adjutant. 


Bur, notwithſtanding the confined notions 
of the generality of the Pruſſian officers, his 
majeſty always found a ſufficient number of 
men of more enlarged ideas, to fill the higher 
departments, and undertake principal and par- 
ticular 
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ticular commands. He ſedulouſly watched 
for particular exceptions; and the moment he 
perceived the dawning of uncommon genius, 
how humble ſoever the ſphere of it's poſſeſſor, 
he tranſplanted him to that ſituation which 
was deemed moſt advantageous for the diſplay 
of his abilities. 


SUcH is the acknowledged ſuperiority of the 
Pruſſian diſcipline, that the other European 
nations have, for a number of years, bore the 
moſt inconteſtible evidence to it's merits, by 
endeavouring to transfuſe it's ſpirit into their 
own armies. But, to acquire it ia any per- 
fection, demands a monarch as active and at- 
tentive as Frederick was. Others have begun 
with eagerneſs, but new objects have ſoon 
diverted their attention; they have delegated 
the office to a commander in chief, and he has 
again entruſted it to one of inferior rank, till 
at length a total relaxation has pervaded the 
whole ſyſtem, and they have ended where 
they began, But the perſeverance of the 
King of Pruflia, as it was unparalleled, ſo it 
was atttended with unparalleled conſequences. 
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Tr degree of exertion which a man of 
a vigorous mind is alone capable of making 
on ſome very important occaſion, the Pruſſian 
hero uniformly maintained for a ſeries of years, 
without ſuffering pleaſure, indolence, or diſ- 
appointment, to interrupt his plan for a fingle 
day; and as he obliged every officer, in the 
various departments, to adopt his example to 
the utmoſt of his ſtrength and ability; it is 
eaſy to conceive the propriety, the exactitude, 
and the alertneſs, with which every military 
manuvre was performed. 


InDEED, the Pruſſian reviews, which have 
long attracted the notice of all Europe, were 
a ſtriking proof of extraordinary attention in 
the monarch, and of merit in the ſoldiers. 
The firſt military nobility of ſurrounding na- 
tions thought it an honour to be permitted 
to behold thoſe brilliant ſpectacles ; and even 
departed impreſſed with the moſt exalted 
ideas of the military grandeur of this coun- 


try, which others have envied, but could not 
imitate. 


NoTwiTHSTANDING a life of unremitted 
fatigue, of mental and bodily exertion, Fre- 
derick 
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derick reached his 75th year, with faculties 
unimpaired, and with refolution undiminiſhed, 
For ſome months previous to his diſſolution, 
his conſtitution had gradually yielded to the 
preſſure of age and diſeaſe, At laſt the awful 
moment came which ptoved him to be mortal: 
he had fallen into repeated fits of lethargy for 
two days preceding the 17th of Auguſt 1786; 
and at laſt he expired at three o'clock in the 
morning of that day, having reigned forty-ſix 
years, two months, and ſeventeen days. 


Arxw hours afterwards, this melancholy 
event was publicly announced to the garriſon 
of Berlin by the governor, (the gates being 
ſhut) who, at the fame time, cauſed the oaths 
of allegiance to his ſucceflor to be tendered to 
the different regiments in garriſon. 


Tas funeral obſequies were performed on 
the gth of September, with all that ſplendor 
which awaits deceaſed royalty, and was in this 
inſtance certainly due to tranſcendent merit. 
The confluence, not only of natives, but alſo of 
foreigners, was immenſe. The church in 
which the royal remains were depoſited was 
entirely hung with black; and on ſix columns 

ETY were 
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were paintings in grey, repreſenting the con- 
queſts in Sileſia; the war ſuſtained by his ma- 
jeſty againſt fix ſovereigns, from 1756 to 1763; 
the embelliſhments of the towns, and the 
cultivation of waſte lands, throughout the 
Pruſſian dominions; the taking poſſeſſion of 
Weſt Pruſſia; the late German confederacy ; 
and, laſtly, the protection granted, during the 
late reign, to the arts and ſciences. Six tro- 
phies were alſo erected within the church, on 
which were inſcribed the names of the twelve 
principal battles of the deceaſed Frederick; 
viz, Molwitz, Czaſlaw, Sorr, Hoenfriedberg, 
Keſſelſdorff, Lowoſitz, Prague, Roſbach, Leu- 
then, Zorndorff, Lignitz, and Torgau. The 
ceremony was over in the ſpace of two hours ; 
and all that was mortal of Frederick III. (or 
II. as he ſeems erroneouſly to be called) was 
conſigned to corruption, amidſt the tears of 
bis ſubjects, and the eulogiums of ſtrangers. 


EnoUGH has been ſaid of his wars, and of 
that military eſtabliſhment and diſcipline which 
rendered him ſo remarkably ſucceſsful in their 
proſecution, We now turn to milder ſcenes; to 
the contemplation of the king in private life ; 
to a review of his paternal exertions for the 

Happinels 
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happineſs of his ſubjects; and to a recital of 
ſome well authenticated anecdotes, which con- 
vey a better knowledge of the moſt ſtriking 
traits of his character, than logical deductions, 
or general narrative, could beſtow, 


FREDERICK III. who filled the Pruſſian 
throne for near half a century, was unqueſ- 
tionably one of the greateſt men that ever 
adorned the regal dignity. He might truly 
be ſaid to have governed by himſelf, indepen- 
dent of miniſters; for the perſons on whom 
he conferred ſtate appellations, acted only as 
amanuenſes to copy out his orders, or as he- 
ralds to publiſh them to his ſubjects. It was 
he who regulated and gave directions on every 
ſubject relative either to political or military 
affairs, to finances, legiſlation, or commerce. 
He was at once the general and inſpector of 
his troops, the financier and ſuperintendant of 
the revenues. 


Ix whatever point of view he can be conſi- 
dered, as a gallant commander, a legiſlator, a 
man of letters, a philoſopher, a poet, this 
prince muſt be allowed by the whole world to 
have poſſeſſed all thoſe brilliant qualities which 

pave 
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pave ther Fay to fame and power, and give 
luſtre and ſtability to their acquiſition. He 
was bold in his projects; and his ſucceſs in 
their execution might in general be with juſ- 
tice aſcribed to the fagacity with which they 
were planned, and the addreſs with which they 
were conducted. In the field, he maintained 
a ſuperiority by a ſkilful judgment in the ſe- 
lection of poſts, as well as in drawing up his 
army for battle. His perſonal courage was 
above impeachment; when neceſſary, he charg- 
ed at the head of his troops, and animated 
them by his example more than by his com- 
mand. 


THis made him the object of adoration to 
his ſoldiers, and of terror to ſuch officers as 
were leſs diſpoſed to an imitation of his brave- 
ry. At the fame time, he enjoyed the ſu- 
preme advantage of being able to depend on 
the diſcipline and regularity of his men, whom 
he had trained to every manœuvre that could 
ſtrike his enemies with dread, or turn the 
doubtful ſcale in his own favour. But it was 
in offenſive war that his vaſt ſuperiority was 
moſt eminently diſplayed : he had too much 
of the hero in his compoſition to ſubmir to the 

cautions 
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cautious maxims of defenſive operations; and, 
notwithſtanding his amazing penetration and 
juſt conception of things, had he himſelf ceaſed 


to conquer, it is probable he might have been 
eaſily overcome. 


His majeſty ſpoke almoſt all the modern 
languages with fluency and grace: He was 
likewiſe well verſed in moſt of the ſciences ; 
and appeared to be as much diveſted of every 
kind of illiberal prejudice as any perſon that 
ever lived. He appreciated mankind by what 
he found them, not by the teſtimony which 
others choſe to produce concerning them. 


By nature frugal, he was nevertheleſs occa- 
ſionally munificent : he rewarded liberally, 
though rarely; and, in an eminent degree, poſ- 
ſeſſed the happy talent of attaching perſons to 
his intereſt, by the ſplendid bait he held out for 
them, rather than by a laviſhment of favours. 


His Pruthan majeſty was about five feet 

fix inches high; a ſize which is generally 
conſidered as below the common ſtature. In 
his youth, his countenance had an agteeable- 
neſs which charmed, while it commanded re- 
ſpect; his eyes were blue, and full of viva- 


city; 
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city; his voice was muſical and fine; and his 
general deportment manly and polite. He 
was extremely well made; of a ftrong and 
healthy conſtitution, which was improved by 
mental and corporeal application from his 
tender years. The enervating power of 
grandeur had never been able to vanquiſh 
him before he was called to the cares of go- 
vernment ; and, after he became a king, his 
activity was too conſpicuous to leave a ſhadow 
of a doubt of his maintaining a perfect ex- 
emption from luxurious indulgences. 


Ix his old age he ſtooped conſiderably, and 
generally inclined his head to one fide; yet 
there was ſtill a ſtriking dignity in his appear- 
ance, and his eyes retained their expreſſive 
quickneſs and fire. He was uſually dreſſed in 
a plain ſuit of regimentals, and boots : his 
uniform conſiſted of a blue coat, faced with 
red, and a yellow waiſtcoat and breeches. As 
he was a great economiſt in dreſs, his cloaths 
were frequently wore threadbare; and the 
only badge of diſtinction he aſſumed was the 
order of the Black Eagle, On grand feſti- 
vals, he appeared in an embroidered ſuit of 
blue velvet; which, though ſaid to be up- 

Wards 
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wards of twenty years old, at his death, re- 
tained all the gloſs of youth; fo ſparingly 
had it been uſed. This ſuperb ſuit, (for fo it 
may be called when compared with the reſt) 
and two or three ſuits of regimentals, com- 
poſed his whole wardrobe : a wardrobe which 
was given to an old ſervant, and having been 
exhibi:ed in Paris as a fingular curioſity, 
has repaid it's original purchaſe a thouſand 


fold. 


His hair, in his younger days, was of a fine 
dark cheſnut colour, and to the laſt day of his 
exiſtence was worn in a queue careleſsly twiſted 
into a ſingle backle at the ſides. His hat, 
which appeared immoderately large for a 
perſon of his fize, was always put on obliquely; 
and his boots, which were often ruſty with 
age, depended in wrinkles about his ankles. 
But, notwithſtanding the diſadvantages of dreſs, 
it has been univerſally allowed, that few ever 
made a more military appearance on horſe- 
back than Frederick : the king and the war- 
rior were always manifeſtly conſpicuous ; and 
if he did not aſpire to the diſtinctions of appa- 
rel, which ſovereigns in general think eſſen- 


tial, it was probably becauſe he was con- 
3K 
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ſcious of inherent dignity to command 
reſſect, and that a conformity to general 
cuſtom would deſtroy that difcrimination 6f 
chir.cter from other kings which it was his 
glory and his ambition to ſupport. 


He ſeemed to pay as little regard to per- 
fonal cleanlineſs as he did to dreſs. He uſed 
an immoderate quantity of Spaniſh ſnuff, the 
marks of which were often conſpicuous on 
his waiſtcoat and breeches. This may be 
ſaid to be the only luxury he allowed himſelf; 
and the moſt ſplendid thing he carried about 
his perſon was a large gold ſnuff-box, the 
lid ornamented with diamands, 

Tres uniformity of his private life was very 
remarkable, He conſtantly roſe at four 
o'clock in ſummer, and five in winter; and 
in dreſſing certainly ſpent as little time as the 
meaneſt of his ſubjects could have done. 
However, he made no alteration during the 
day ; his boots ſtood ready at his bed- tide ; 
a footman combed out his hair, and Shaved 
him; and he was then equipped for buſineſs. 


8 
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IMMEDIATELY as his majeſty had dreſſed, 
the adjutant of the firſt battalion of guords 
brought him a written liſt of all the perſons 
who had either arrived at Potſdam, or d-parted 
from it; at the ſame time remarking any oc- 
eurrence in the garriſon. 


Tux king having delivered his orders to 
this officer, retired into an inner cabi et, 
where he employed himſelf, without ſuffer- 
ing int-rruption, till ſeven o'clock ; when h: 
paſſed into another apartment to drink c20- 
colate, his uſual breakfaſt. Here a'l the let- 
ters addreſſed to him from different parts of 
his dominions had been previouſly placed, on 
4 particular table; the foreign letters on an- 
other. After reading this correſpondence, he 
wrote notes or hints in the margins of ſuch 
letters as his ſecretaries were to anſwer ; and 
then returning into the inner cabinet, carried 
with him ſuch as he intended to write or 
dictate an anſwer to himſelf; and here he was 
employed till nine, with one of his private 
iecretaries. He then returned into the former 
apartment, where three ſecretaries had been 
engaged in the buſineſs left for their man.ge- 
ment: each gave an account to his majeſty 
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of what he had done; after which he gave 
them their final orders reſpecting the cor- 
reſpondence. However, not a ſingle letter 
was diſpatched till it had been read and ſign- 
ed by the king. 


AT ten, the generals who were about his 
perſon, and they all received that honour in 
rotation, attended him in his cloſet, where 
his majeſty converſed with them on occaſional 
topicks, politicks, tacticks, and other incidental 
ſubjects ; and here he gave audience to ſuch 
perſons as had received previous notice of ad- 
miſſion, | 


On the ſtroke of eleven, his majeſty got 
on horſeback; and three days in the week vi- 
ſited the parade, where he ſaw the guard re- 
lieved, giving the word of command himſelf, 
and remaining till the troops had filed off. 


In the ſummer months, feveral regiments 
marched twice a week toa {mall diſtance from 
Potſdam, where the king attended and exer- 
ciſed them in perſon, for a ſpace ſeldom ex- 
ceeding an hour: for in Pruſſia the ſoldier is 
not embarraſſed with uſeleſs manœuvres, and 


fanciful evolutions. | 
| ON 
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On the intermediate days, his majeſty uſed 
to ride through the ſtrects of Potſdam, at- 
tended only by a ſingle page and an aid-du- 
camp, inſpecting the buildings which were 
car:icd on there by his order, and obſerving 
if the buſineſs was properly conducted. In 
fine weather, theſe viſits were frequently per- 
formed on foot: fo little was Frederick pol- 
ſeſſed with the idle ſpirit of oftentation 3 and 
ſo little apprehenſive was he of loſing the 
reſpect due to a king, by condeſcending to 
appear like a man. Infignificant grandeur 
ſceks retirement and parade, becauſe it is con- 
ſcious it ſtands in need of them to ſcreen it 
from inſpeCtion ; true magnanimity deſpiſes 
ſuch troubleſome reſtraints, and depends on 
itſelf alone. 


Tuis airing being over, the king returned 
to Sans Souci, where he found his generals, 
and the reſt of the company, whom he had 
invited to dinner. If the weather was propi- 
tious, he amuſed himſelf in the garden with 
his company; but, when otherwite, their walk 
was confined to the great gallery. After this, 
his majeſty retired, for about a quartcr of an 
hour, 
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hour, to his cabinet ; and then returning to his 
gueſts, placed himſelf at table. 


Tur dinner was regularly ſerved up at one 
o'clock. It uſually conſiſted of eight diſhes, 
excluſive of the ſoup and the bouiili, only 
one diſh of which was ſerved up at a time. 
His majeſty always did the honours of the 
table himſelf ; helped his gueſts like a private 
gentleman, and never aſked the aſſiſtance of a 
carver. Of the eight diſhes, four wer: 
dreſſed in the French, and four in the Italian 
taſte; the other two according to the king's 
own particular palate. The deſtert generally 
conſiſted of three glaſſes of dried ſweetmeats, 
ſome plaresof creams, blancmange, and ſimi- 
lar dainties; and ſix of different ſorts of fruit, 
the choiceſt and the moſt delicious that could 
be procured; for, if Frederick could with pro- 
priety be called an epicure in any reſpect, it 
was in his fondneſs of fruit. 


His majeſty indulged in the pleaſures ot 
the table for a conſiderable time, 1cldom riſing 
from table till half paſt three, and not till he 
had drank a bottle of Burgundy, and ſome 
glaſſes 
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glaſſes of Champagne. During this interval, 
he converſed in the moſt unreſerved manner 
with the gentlemen around him ; for none 
were ever admitted to theſe private parties 
who were not entirely in the ſovereign's fa- 
vour. Strangers very ſeldom had the honour 
of an invitation to dinner; and never but 
when there was a court, which was by no 
means frequent, 


Wu his majeſty roſe from table, he with- 
drew into another apartment, where coffee 
was ſerved up, and where he found thoſe who 
had been previoully ordered to attend him; it 
being an invariable etiquette, that no perſor, 
not even his miniſters, ſhould viſit Sans Souci, 
the uſual royal reſidence, without a com- 
mand, Foreign ambaſſadors were always un- 
der the neceſſity of applying by letter, when 
deſirous of an audience; and ſo was every per- 
lon, on either public or private buſineſs. The 
letters were duly anſwered, and the ti:nc fix- 
ed, when his majeſty was diſpoſed to ſee them: 
if no anſwer was returned, it was decmed 
equivalent to a refuſal, 
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AT five o'clock public concerns were en- 
tizcly diſmiſſed; and the king retired to his 
clotet, where he found his private ſecretaries 
ready with anſwers to all the letters delivered 
to their care in the morning. Theſe he read, 
and frequently corrected; after which he ſign- 
ed them, and at fix o'clock preciſely they 
were ſealed and diſpatched. 


THe. buſineſs of the day might now be ſaid 
to be totally finiſhed. The king then entered 
the muſic-room, where a concert, in which 
his majety ſometimes aſſiſted on the flute, 
was performed. No perſon was admitted to 
this entertainment except the general officers, 
who had apartments at Sans Souci, or ſuch as 
his majeſty was pleaſed to invite. The con- 
cert laſted till ſeven ; after which, during ſum- 
mer, and in favourable weather, the king 
amuſed himſelf in his gardens till eight, when 
he always retired. 


Dokixd the winter ſeaſon, inſtead of 
walking after the concert, it was his uſual 
mode to hear a page read ſome new work; 


or to take the book, and read aloud him- 
felt 
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ſelf for about half an hour, when he wit:1drew 
to his bed-chamber. 


A cook then brought him the i'l of fare for 
next day's dinner; and the king having made 
the wiſthed-for alterations, reti rned it, n-t un- 
frequently with ſevere reflections on the 
roguery of his domeſticks. The whole expences 
of his houſhold were ſettled once a mont“, un- 
der his own ͤ immediate inſpection; a practice 
which was commendable in a king, and in a 
ſubject may be eit:emed eſſential to ſound po- 
licy and ſtrict juſtice. 


Tus domeſtic arrangements being finiſh- 
ed, his majeſty undteſſed, and got into bed. 
The pomp of attendance never diſturbed his 
reſt: he did not even keep a guard at Sans 
Souci; only four men, with a corporal, were 
diſpatched from Potſdam about fix in the 
evening, one of whom was placed centinel 
at the door of the palace; and the whole corps 
returned again at four in the morning. De- 
ſpotick monarchs are generally more cautious 
of their perſons; but, while the happineſs and 
protection of his ſubjects were the ruling prin- 
ciples that determined all his actions, what had 

3L Frederick 
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Frederick to fear ! and who, for a moment, 
could indulge even a wiſh to his prejudice ? 


SUCH is his hiſtory for a day; and, except on 
extraordinary occaſions, it may ſuffice for a juſt 
picture of his life for years. He deteſted every 
ſpecies of gaming, and the diverſions of the 
field were never allowed to rank among his 
pleaſures. 


His majeſty never kept any of the great 
officers of the crown near his perſon. Two 
pages, two equerries, four aſſiſtant equerries, 
four footmen, and an heyduc, (a perſor: of the 
higheſt truſt in the whole ſuitz) compoſed his 
entire houſehold, When he travelled on horſe- 
back, he was ſeldom attended by more than 
three perſons; and he neither kept a coach or 
any other carriage at Sans Souci, nor ever uſed 
theſe vehicles at all except in the decline of his 
life, and then only on long journies. 


FRED ERIC uſed to review his troops twice 

a year: they were col ected into corps in each 

province, and paſſed through the military ma- 
ncuvres in his majeſty's preſence. But the 

moſt brilliant reviews were at Berlin, in a 

plain n ear Charlottenburg, where the king 

3 uſually 
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uſually reſided during their continuance. How- 
ever, the grand manœuvres annually performed 
at Potſdam about the month of September, as 
they exhibited the moſt capital movements of 
war, have obtained the greateſt degree of cele- 
brity among foreign nations. 


THe king's uſual reſidence, for ſeven or cight 
months in the year, was at Sans Souci. The 
entire month of November, and part of De- 
cember, were ſpent at Potſdam. Berlin was 
ſeldom honoured with his preſence, except 
during the carnival, which commences on the 
22d of December, and ends on the 24th of Ja- 
nuary. 


SANs Souci has long been known by name 
throughout Europe: it was the favourite pa- 
lace of Frederick; it was built by him; and a 
ſhort deſcription of it cannot be deemed a di- 
greſſion. This palace is agreeably ſituated on 
a riſing ground, about a quarter of a league 
from Potſdam. It is a low building, erected 
in a ſimple ſtile; but the apartments are ju- 
diciouſly diſpoſed, and furniſhed with abun- 
dant taſte. The picture-gallery is an exqui- 
lite collection of capital performances, chiefly 

3L2 from 
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the Fl miſh ſchoo!. The gardens are 
, and replete with appoſite decorations. 
Ac iv Duttom of the gardens belonging to 
San ouci, and about a league from Potſdam, 
iianus the Palais Neuf, a moſt ſuperb edifice, 
in the Compoſite order, the erection of which 
is laid to have coſt fix millions of crowns; 
an immenſe ſum in a country where both la- 
bour and materials are comparatively cheap. 
This ſtructure is internally fitted up in a very 
ſingular, though convenient taſte. In the 
front are the principal offices, to which there 
is an aſcent by a flight of marble ſteps: theſe 
are connected to the main building by a beauti- 
ful louble colonnade; and at the two extremes 
of the court that fronts the palace, are two other 
edifices, with extenſive inner courts, appro- 
priated for inferior offices. 


HeRe his majeſty uſed to receive the viſits 
of the royal family, where he entertained them 
with ſuperb balls, feafts, plays, and operas. 
On ſuch occaſions the court was extremely 
brilliant; and not only the royal family and 
foreign princes, but likewiſe officers and fo- 
reigners of diſtinction, were invited to dine 
with the king. But as theſe viſits were not very 

| | | agreeable 
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agreeable to Frederick, th:y were not often re- 
peated, or long continued. They ſeldom laſted 

| longer than eight or ten days at a tin e, ↄd were 
not uſually more than annual. As ſcon as the 
royal family, to which the king ſhewed great 
affection on proper occaſions, had retired, his 
majeſty immediately returned to Sans Souct. 
Wich the queen, who ſurvives him, he ways 
lived on the moſt friendly terms, (we will not 
ſay affectionate, for that is out of the queition;) 
he ſaw her perhaps twice or tarice in the year ; 
he treated her with the reſpe& due to her rank 
and her ſex, but it was the reſpect of indif- 
ference, not of conjugal regard. Few queens 
ever experienced ſuch a fate. In general, ſhe 
reſided, during ſummer, at Schoenhauſen, a 
country-houſe about four miles from Berlin; 
and in winter, at Mont Bijou, where ſhe had a 
publick day twice a week. She was beloved by 
all that knew her, except her huſband; by him 
ſhe was admired only for her. mild ec1:uel- 
cence in his unconquerable averſion to cec-ive 
her as a wife. Yet, though ſhe could no: be. 
ſaid to love a huſband, in a perſon who nt 
would cohabit with her; fo ridiculous are te 
rules which cuſtom has introduced, that i':2 
ulual 
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uſual compliments of condolence were paid her 
on his deccaſe. 


Bur let us not haſtily condemn this great 
man for a treatment apparently unaccountable; 
nay, more, unjuſt. It has already been ob- 
ſerved, that the queen was forced on him by 
the arbitrary commands of a father whom he 
had little reaſon to reſpect; affection was not 
even conſulted; and human ceremonies can- 
not ſuperinduce that quality ſo eſſential to 
matrimonial happineſs. Beſides, as his con- 
fent was involuntary, a principle of mag- 
nanimity might have ſome ſhare in prevent- 
ing him from ſubmitting farther than was 
unavoidable to this compulſive alliance; and 
the candid will allow, that he diſplayed 
more true wiſdom and goodneſs in obſerv- 
ing the reſpectful diſtance he did, than if 
he had by a c'oſer union, deſtitute of the re- 
quiſite qualities to enſure felicity, diſturbed 
Ins own peace, and rendered the queen com- 
pleatly miſcrable. The world, we are ſenſible, 
has always viewed this pzrt of his majeſty's 
conduct in oppoſite lights, and aſcribed it to 
different cauſes ; but, judging by the criterion 

ot 
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of our own breaſts, we think the apology pro- 
duced is rational and fair, and ſuthciently va- 
lid to ſatisfy thoſe who will deign to reflect 
before they dare to condemn. 


ATTENTIVE to every department of the 
ſtate, his majeſty had always before him an 
exact liſt of the produce of the finances, and 
of the neceſſary expences of government; and 
every year, after caſting up the account, and 
{triking a balance, he is ſaid to have added a 
ſurplus of about 400,c00 crowns to his trea- 
ſury. Part of his ſavings were employed in 
rewarding eminent merit with preſents or pen- 
ſions, in acts of beneficence, in repairing da- 


and promoting agriculture and commerce. In 
particular, a vaſt number of edifices were erected 
by his majeſty, at a very conſiderable annual 
expence. In Berlin alone forty houſes were 
built at his charge every year, and thirty-two 
at Potſdam; both which cities, under his 
auſpices, have been railed from inconſiderable 
places to rank with the fineit capitals of Eu- 
rope. 
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Tar new-built houſes in theſe cities were 
conferred on individuals, fometimes on the 
king's officers; but always on condition that 
certain apartments ſhould be reſerved ior the 
accommodation of ſoldiers; and that the tenant 


maintain a ſervant to make their beds, clean 
their rooms, and dreis their proviſions. In a 
ſimilar manner, and under ſimilar conditions, 
a certain number of houſes were annually 
erected and given away at Koningſberg, Breſ- 
lau, and other towns in the Pruſſian domi- 
nions. | 


Bur, excluſive of inferior buildings and 
eſtabliſhments for the advantage of individuals, 
and the convenience of his ſoldiers, his ma- 
jeſty, at an unlimited expence, carried on 
many works of public utility, and formed many 
excellent eſtabliſhments, on a more magnificent 
ſcale; while, at the ſame time, he reſtored 
others that had been inftituted by his anceſtors, 
but fallen into neglect. 


AmoNG theſe, particular regard is due to the 
Academy of Sciences at Berlin, originally found- 
ed by Frederick I. but neglected in the ſuc- 
ceeding reign; and to the Military Academy, 

which 
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which is under the moſt judicious and ſalutary 
regulations. In this ſeminary, fifteen young 
gentlemen, ſelected from the corps of Noble 
Cadets, are maintained and educated at the 
royal expence. Their dreſs, which is a plain 
uniform, conſiſts of a blue coat, yellow waiſt- 
coat and breeches, with white buttons. To 
every three ſtudents, a ſage, ſenſible, and ex- 
perienced officer, is appointed as governor; and 
he is enjoined to keep a vigilant eye on his 
pupils, and to direct their education. His 
pupils all ſleep in the ſame chamber; and they 


are allowed a lacquey, in the livery of the houſe, 
for their attendant, 


THE mode in which theſe young gentlemen 
are educated, ſeems admirably calculated to 
render them uſeful members of ſociety, and 
to inſpire them with notions ſuitable to their 
birth and deſtination. They are inſtructed in 
all the living languages, and in the different 
ſciences, by maſters or profeſſors of diſtin- 
guiſhed abilities; and while they are imbibing 
uſeful learning, particular attention is at the 
ſame time ſhewn to inſtill juft principles of ac- 
tion into their juvenile boſoms. 
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THe government of this ſchool is entruſted 
to a privy-counſellor, who acts under the im- 
mediate direction of a lieutenant- general. The 
entire expence of the eſtabliſhment amounts to 
45,000 crowns annually. 


ExcLvus1ve of the fifteen pupils which the 
fate maintains, other fifteen are admitted into 
this ſeminary, whoſe parents pay the director 
800 crowns a year for each. Thele live and 
are educated in a ſimilar manner with the reſt; 
and are only eligible by the expreſs permiſhon 
of the ſovereign. 


Tus ſchool of Noble Cadets has been much 
celebrated; and, in a country where the military 
art. is ſo univerlally ſtudied, it certainly muſt 
be conſidered as a beneficial eſtabliſhment. Into 
it three hundred and fifty youths are received, 
who are all the ſons of noblemen; but who, 
in general, have little to boaſt but an elevated 
deſcent. 


THEsE cadets are fed and cloathed in a very 
humble ftile : their education is wholly mili- 
tary, or at leaſt they are taught little that is 
not collaterally connected with the art of war. 

A few 
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A few old invalids ſuperintend their progreſs ; 
and they are frequently formed into compa- 
nies, and exerciſed on the parade. 


THE expence of this corps is very conſider- 
able; and it may juſtly be conſidered as the 
nurſery of ſubalterns for the Pruſſian armies. 


His majeſty likewiſe inſtituted other eſta- 
bliſhments, on a ſimilar but leſs extenſive plan, 
in ſeveral parts of his dominions, 


Bur, of all the inſtitutions of Frederick, none 
does more honour to his memory than that of 
the Orphan Houſe at Potſdam, a foundation 
which is under the moſt excellent regulations. 
In it fix thouſand children are ſuitably pro- 
vided with every necellary at the expence of 
the king. The boys are conſidered as ſoldiers 
from the inſtant of their adoption, and are 
diſtributed through the ſeveral regiments 
when they arrive at the proper age. The 
girls are maintained in this aſylum till they are 
placed out in ſervice, or married with the ap- 
probation of their ſuperintendants. The edi- 
hce in which they are lodged is of vaſt extent, 
and admirahle contrivance; and here orphans, 
2M 2 the 
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the children of the poor, and the illegitimate, 
are indiſcriminately received. 


InDEED pregnancy, both in the married 
and ſingle, is conſidered as extremely reſpec- 
table in Pruſſia. A big belly ſecures, by law, 
the abandoned daughter from the reproaches 
of her parents, and the maid- ſervant from the 
infults of her maſter or miſtreſs, When a girl 
is with child, ſhe applies to a magiſtrate, who 
fixes the place of her lying-in; and the inha- 
bitants of the town or village pay the expences 
of her delivery, if her friends are not in cir- 
cumſtances ſufficiently affluent to ſupport her 
themſelves. The expence incurred on this 
occaſion, as well as that of bringing up the 
child, is afterwards reimburſed by the king. 


WueRE female chaſtity is not even conſi- 
dered as a virtue, a depravity of manners might 
reaſonably be expected; and yet we do not 
find, on enquiry, that the women in the Pruſ- 
tian dominions are more abandoned than their 
neighbours. It was not a compliment to li- 
centiouſneſs that was paid by the regulations 
juſt mentioned; it was only one of the poli- 
tical expedients of Frederick to increaſe the 
population 


MEMOIRS OF THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 453 


population of his dominions; an object he ever 
had near at his heart, and in which he ſuc- 
ceeded in an eminent degree. 


Wren the king aſcended the throne in 
1749, the whole population of hie dominions, 
according to the ſtatement of the accurate 
and philoſophick Hertſberg, did not exceed 
2,240,000 perſons; and at his death it amount- 
ed to more than 6,000,000, From this is to be 
deducted 2,000,000, for the population of Si- 
leſia, Weſt Pruſſia, and Eaſt Friezland, the 
three provinces his majeſty acquired; the re- 
mainder will amount to near double the ancient 
population. 


Tris vaſt increaſe aroſe from a variety of 
judicious encouragements to agriculture, com- 
merce, and manufactures. Strangers of every 
perſuaſion and nation were invited to ſettle 
in Prutha : an univerſal toleration was granted 
to all religions; the king himſelf ſhewing no 
particular predilection for any, that he might 
not excite a jealouſy among his ſubjects; and 
the equitable regulations he eſtabliſhed, the 

favour he ſhewed to induſtry, the relief he 
_ granted to the unfortunate, all conſpired to 
render 
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render his government deſirable to thoſe who 


were diſcontented with that under which they 


were born, or who were obliged to fly from 
their native country for their crimes or their 
 misfortuncs. 


PRINCES poſſeſſed of infinitely greater re- 
venues, have neither added to the profperity 
of their ſubje&s, nor increaſed their own glory: 
Frederick, with moderate reſources, has left the 
world a proof of commendable economy, and 
prudent diſtribution. What others have viſh- 
pated on the trumpery of a court and the crav- 
ings of minions, the King of Pruſſia reſerved 
for the laudable purpoſes of rewarding merit, 
promoting the happineſs of his people, and 
improving his dominions. 


Fa from being enriched at the public ex- 
pence, the Pruſſian officers of ſtate eſteem 
themſelves fortunate, if they can ſupport a 
becoming dignity, and make a very moderate 
proviſion for their family. The policy of this 
country provides no places fer the luxurious 
great; where the emolument is large, and 
the buſincſs unimportant: on the contrary, 
whatever may be the ſalary, conſiderable ta- 
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lents, and uniform aſſiduity, are indiſpenſably 
neceflary for it's attainment. 


Such were the invariable maxims by which 
Frederick acted with regard to his ſervants : 
he was active and aſſiduous himſelf, and of 
conſequence he conſidered thoſe qualities as 
eſſential in others. His ſucceſſor ſeems to 
have adopted the ſame principles, and is like- 


ly to ſupport the dignity of the Pruſſian mo- 
narchy unimpaired. 


Tu anecdotes recorded of his late Pruſſian 
majeſty are too numerous to be collected, 
and many of them too trivial to deſerve that 
trouble. As a wit and a punſter, we allow 
him all the merit that can be due to qualities 
of that deſcription ; but we do not think the 
character of Frederick requires fuch feeble 
aids to ſupport it : we ſhall therefore content 
ourſelves with a ſelection of ſome few anec- 
dotes which are perfectly characteriſtick of his 
diſpoſition, which ſerve to diſplay his juſtice, 
his clemency,- and even his rigour; leaving 
the gleaners of bon mots and repartees to 
profit by our filence. 


Tas 
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THE circumſtance that does him the trueſt 
honour, is, that he never inflifted death on 
any perſon, however aggravated their offences, 
and however much his own perſonal ſafety 
ſeemed to require it. 


DvurinG the courſe of the long war in 
which his majeſty was engaged while he was 
in Sileſia, his valet-de- chambre was bribed 
to adminiſter poiſon to him. The king, who 
was an excellent phyſiognomiſt, perceiving, 
one morning, that his ſervant trembled as 
he was preſenting his chocolate ; looking him 
earneſtly in the face, immediately exclaimed— 
« Te ſuis certain que tu es paye pour m'empoi- 
„ ſonner —I am certain that you have been 
ce bribed to poiſon me.” The man denied 
the charge, but with that trepidation that 
always accompanies guilt. The king gave the 
chocolate to a dog, and the animal died in leſs 
than two hours. His majeſty ſatisfied him- 
ſelf with diſcovering the acceſſaries in the 
plot; and ſending the fellow to Spandau, the 
fortreſs in which ſtate-priſoners are confined, 
without making the affair known to any per- 
ſon for ſome time. This capital offender, 
after ſuffering ſome years impriſonment, was 
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—— 


at laſt releaſed; he had time to reflect on the 
enormity of his crime; and the conſc iouſneſs 
of that was the ſevereſt puniſhment that could 
perhaps have been inflicted. 
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A s- MILAR inſtance of magnanimity occurs 
in regard to a Sileſian nobleman. This per- 
ſon, who had contrived to gain the king's 
confidence, laid a plan, during the tame war, 
to deliver his majeſty into the hands of the 
Auſtrians. The Sileſian gave them intclli- 
gence that the king rode out every day to re- 
connoitre, attended only by a few perſons on 
horſeback ; and, in concert with the Auſtrian 
general, he fixed on a day and hour for his 
ſeizure. The curate of the village in which 
the king at that time reſided, had been joined 
as an accomplice in the fatal ſcheme; and to 
him was intruſted the conveyance of letters 
between the conſpirators. Juſt as his majeſty 
was one day mounting his horſe, a ſervant of 
the nobleman came and threw himſelf at the 
king's feet, preſenting him, at the fame time, 
with a letter, which his maſter had order- 
ed him to deliver to the curate ; adding, 
Sire, I believe, this letter concerns you.” 
The king opened the letter, and perceiving 
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the cleareſt indications of an intended conſpi- 
racy, he immediately ſent to reconnoitre it 
there was in reality an ambuſcade at the place 
mentioned; and the moment he was con- 
vinced of the fact, he diſpatched an officer, 
at the head of a detachment of cavalry, with 
orders to arreſt the Sileſian conſpirator, who 
under a pretence of buſineſs was gone to ſleep 
at a country- ſeat about two miles off. 


Tux officer, who was unacquainted with 
the king's motives for iſſuing this mandate, 
delivered it, with much politenets, to the no- 
bleman; who, receiving it with great apparent 
tranquillity and good humour, dreakfaſted with 
the officer; and, in ſhort, acted his part with ſo 
much dexterity and eaſe, that the latter ſuf- 
tered him to retire for a moment into another 
apartment, from whence he found means to 
eſcape; and, mounting a fleet horſe, was at a 
coniiderable diſtance before the duped officer 
luſpected his flight. To overtake him was 
impoſſible: the enemy, with whom he took 
thelter, was too near; and on the officer's re- 
turning, and informing his majeſty of the ar- 
tifice that had been played on him, the king 
coolly replied “ Get back to your regiment: 

* you 
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© you are a very aukward fellow, and I ſhall 
certainly never employ you again in ſuch a 
* commiſſion.” 


ABouT twenty years ago, one of the huſſars 
of the bedchamber robbed his majeſty of ten 
thouſand crowns, which were lying in rouleaus 
under the tables in his cabinet. The next day, 
at dinner, the king complained of the theft; 
and, with his uſual pleafantry, added, that he 
was {urrounded with thieves, but dzfired that 
no ſearch ſhould be made. In a few days, an 
old ſervant came to inform his majeſty, that 
one of his huffars was the robber; on which 
the king replied—* You are an impoſtar ; and 
* if the thing were ſo, you do wrong to men- 
tion it. However, the accuſer inſiſted on 
the truth of what he had advanced; at the 
' fame time aſſuring his maſter, that the huſſar 
had contrived to convey five thouſand crowns 
to Berlin, and that the remaining five thou- 
fand were ſewed up in his mattraſs. If your 
* majeſty has any doubts remaining, conti- 
nued the domeſtick, I can ſhew you the mo- 
* ney..—* By no means, replied the king; 
and [ order you to fay no more about it.“ 
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THE matter would have terminated here: 
but, in a ſhort time afterwards, the king met 
his huilar in a carriage. This exaſperated him 
more than his loſs. * What!” ſaid he, you 
© raſcal, is it in this manner you ſpend the 
money you robbed me of?” However, he 
ſuffered the huſſar to proceed in his airing ; 
but next day turned him over to the regiment 
he originally ſerved in. It is faid, his majeſty 
never reviewed this regiment without aſking 
his old ſervant if he had diſcontinued his prac- 
tice of travelling in a coach. 


ANOTHER inſtance of lenity preſents itſelf, 
in the conduct of Frederick to a confidential 
fervant, who had groſsly abuſed his truſt, in 
the capacity of domeſtick treaturer. The king 
had ordered fome work to be done in one of 
his apartments at Sans Souci; but finding it 
incomplcat after the time limited for it's per- 
tormance, his majeſty queſtioned the under- 
taker about the delay. Sire, ſaid the man, 
] am extremely buſy at preſent in ornament- 
ing a cieling in the new houſe of your trea- 
* ſurer.” The curioſity of the monarch was 
excited by this information, and he deter- 
mined to have occular demonſtration of his 

ſervant's 
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ſervant's prodigality. He therefore contrived 
to viſit the new building one morning, at an 
hour when he had intelligence that his do- 
meſtick was there. The king entered the 
houſe very abruptly, and deſited to be con- 
ducted over the different apartments. His 
majeſty admired their elegance, and compli- 
mented the owner's taſte. At length, being 
{hewn into a bed- chamber of ſingular magni- 
ficence, his majeſty begged to know for whoſe 
uſe it was intended. It is for myſelf, Sire,” 
replicd the treaſurer in a low voice, and with 
viſible embarraſſment. The architect hap- 
pened to be at the door as his majeſty with- 
drew, and him he interrogared about the ex- 
pence of the edifice, I pr'ythee, Sir,” ſaid 
the king to the treaſurer, who flood quaking 
behind him, where did you find money for 
© the preſent purpoſe ?*—* From your coffers, 
Sire,“ replied the treaſurer, throwing him- 
felf at his majeſty's fect; but I will certainly 
replace it.” The patience of the monarch 
| was now exhauſted; and he gave him a ſe- 
vere caning, exclaiming at the ſame time 
—* I thould have pardoned you, you raſcal, 
*if it had not been for the bed-chamber 
you have the impudence to fleep in! The 
domeſtick 
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domeſtick had juſt reaſon to apprehend his 
ruin was inevitable: the next day, however, 
his majeſty ſent for him, and ordered him to 
open the coffer in his preſence; when, find- 
ing only two or three thouſand crowns in it, 
the king bluſtered in a violent manner, calling 
him thief and ſcoundrel; but concluded with 
commanding the aggreſſor to take what re- 
mained, and never more to appear before him. 
This anecdote inconteſtibly proves, that ava- 
rice, properly ſpeaking, was not one of the 
ruling paſſions of this monarch; and that he 
ſometimes ſuffered himſelſ to be cheated with 
a philoſophick indifference. . 


| Ir has been a frequent remark, that the 
great ſpeedily forget their beſt friends, when 
they no longer ſtand in necd of their ſervices ; 
and that importunity and aſſiduity are abſolute- 
ly neceſſary to ſecure the ſucceſs of depen- 
dents. The following proof, among many 
others which might be produced of the de- 
liberate geueroſity and munificence of Frede- 
rick, in ſome meaſure obviates the juſtice of 
the obſervation, and aſſiſts to throw a ſplen- 
dor on the character of this prince. 


GENERAL 
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GENERAL Leſchwitz had ſerved the king, 
during his long war, with diſtinguiſh-d fidelity 
and activity, without having received the ſmal- 
leſt reward; and a peace had now been con- 
cluded fix years, in all which ſpace the fove- 
reign had ſcarcely ever ſpoken to him. At 
the end of this period, the goverament of 
Potidam, and a regiment of guards, becoming 
at once vacant, this ſeemingly neglected offi- 
cer received them both from his royal maſter; 
and, in the ſame year, a reverſionary grant of 
lands, to the amount of 200,000 crowns, 
falling into the king's hands, he embraced this 
new opportunity of recompenſing his brave 
veteran by a formal donation of them, accom- 
panied with the following letter. 


© GENFRAL LescuwlTz, 

Tu important ſervices you rendered 
me during the laſt war, are ſtill freſh in my 
* remembrance. I have waited with impa- 
* tience for an opportunity of rewarding you, 
* which has not till this moment occurred. 
* Go, and take poileſſion of the lands made 
over to you in the patent here ineloſed. 

* Signed, FREDERICK.” 


THE 
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Tue hiſtory of princes affords too few in- 
ſtances of ſimilar generoſity. Others laviſh 
their favours on miſtteſſes and paraſites; but 
Frederick was attentive to merit only, and 
munificence to merit is at once the duty and 
the glory of a king! 


Tux whole reign of his Pruſſian majeſty 
was replete with examples of inflexible juſtice, 
and of prudent deciſion. It would require vo- 
lumes to particularize half the inſtances that 
have been recorded of his unbiaſſed judgment, 
and impartial decrees. But none, perhaps, 
was more remarkable than his reverſion of 
the verdict againſt Arnaud, the miller, who 
was condemned to payment for his mill, after 
the landlord had diverted the ſtream ſo as to 
render him incapable of working it. The 
exemplary puniſhment of the judge who made 
this oppreſſive deciſion, will long be remem- 
bered by admiring poſterity; and it will ſtill 
be told, to the immortal honour of Frederick, 
that he knew no diſtintion between ſubjects, 
and that he acted by no rule with regard to 
them, but that which equity preſcribed. 


INNUMERABLE 
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INNUMERABLE anecdotes of his majeſty's 
agreeable ſpirit of pleaſantry might be exhi- 
bited. We ſhall ſatisfy ourſelves with two or 
three. 


Tux princeſs who was firſt eſpouſed to the 
prince royal of Pruſſia, but between whom a 
| ſeparation had taken place, having ordered ſome 
rich ituffs from Lyons, which pay a conſider- 
able duty at Stettin, the place of her retire- 
ment, the officer rudely detained them for the 
charge. The princeſs, enraged at this in- 
ſult, ſent word, that if he would himſelf bring 
the goods, he ſhould be ſatisfied. According- 
ly, as foon as he arrived, the princeſs ſecured 
every article; and, after complimenting him 
with ſome ſmart cuffs on the face, turned him 
out of the apartment. On this he drew up a 
memorial, complaining bitterly of the treat- 
ment he had received in the execution of his 
office; and addreſſing it to the king, had the 
ſubſequent anſwer i in return. 


+18 Tar loſs of the dutics muſt be placed to 


my account: the ſtuffs are to remain in the 
* poſſeſſion of the princeſs the cuffs with 
* him who received them. As to the ſuppoſed 
30 

9 


* dithonour, 


. 
- 
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« diſhonour, I cancel it at the complainant's re. 
# queſt: but, indeed, it is of itſelf void; for the 
delicate hand of a fair lady cannot poſſibly 
+ diſhonour the face of a cuſtom-houſe officer. 
Signed, FREDERICK." 


Tus following deciſions poſſeſs equal hu- 
mour. The commithoners of exciſe had con- 
demned a common ſoldier to pay a fine of ten 
thouſand crowns for ſmuggling; and this 
ſentence, according to the uſual mode of pro- 
cedure, having been laid before the king, his 

majeſty wrote in the margin—* Before I con- 
firm this ſentence, I wiſh to know how it 
vill be poſſible to make a common ſoldier pay 
5 ten thouſand crowns, 


A 8noRT time ago, another ſoldier, of the 
Roman Catholick perſuaſion, was accuſed and 
condemned for robbing an image of the Vir- 

gin Mary of ſome of it's coſtly decorations. 
The poor ſoldier uniformly maintained, that 
the Virgin, in conſideration of his poverty and 
devotion, had made him a preſent of the arti- 
cles in queſtion; and this defence was delivered 
in to the king with his ſentence. His majeſty 
immcdiatcly ſummoned the principal profeſ- 
| | DTS ſors 
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ſors of that religion, and aſked them if the al- 
legation of the poor ſoldier was poſſible. They 
returned for anſwer, that it was certainly very 
unuſual, but not impoſſible. On this Frede- 
rick pronounced, that as the chiefs of his re- 
ligion had conſidered his plea as poſſible, he 
| ſhould reverſe his fentence of condemnation 
for this time; but he cautioned him againſt ac- 
cepting preſents in future from the Virgin 
Mary, or any other virgin, in that clandeſtine 
Manner. 


Memoirs of the Houſe of Brandenburg, to 
the conclufion of the reign of Frederick I. and 
the celebrated Frederician code of laws, deſerv- 
edly poſſeſs the firſt rank among his majeſty's 
writings; the reft are chiefly miſcellaneous, 
in poetry and proſe. 


As a poet, the trauſlations annexed to theſe 
Memoirs, will prove he was entitled to no 
mean diſtinction; and the ſubſequent extract 
from his Letters on Patriotiſm, will at cnce do 
honour to his head and his heart. Having de- 
. fined a good citizen to be one whoſe invari- 
able principle it is to be as uſeful as he can to 
the community of which he is 2 member, the 

4 king 
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king proceeds to confider how his duties are 
to be deduced, and what they are. Man,“ 
fays this royal author, is not formed to exiſt 
* without ſociety; the moſt ſavage nations that 
* have come to our knowledge, have always 
been found already formed into ſome ſort of 
* tribes or clans. Nations that are in any de- 
gree Civilized, are united by more definite and 
© ſolemn conventions, and are bound to mutual 
© aſſiſtance and ſupport. This becomes a duty, 
and is moreover the intereſt of each indivi- 
* dual, tending at the ſame time to the good of 
the whole. If this mutual affiſtance was ſu- 
* ſpended or withdrawn, confuſion muſt fol- 
* low; and, in the end, deſtruQion to indivi- 
* duals, and ſubverſion of the ſtate.» Theſe 
principles are not new; they have been the 
principles on which all thoſe ancient ſtates, 
of which we have any accounts, were formed. 
* The commonwealths of Greece and Rome 
*-were framed on the ſame model. If we have 
« ſeen them at length extinct and obliterated, 
© we muſt attribute it to the inordinate jealouſy 
and turbulent diſpoſition of ſome of their 
members. The Greeks, by their civil dif- 
« ſenſions, paved the way to their own down- 
* fal; and the Romans became the prey of 

8 * ſome 
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© ſome artful and ambitious men, who acquired 


* ſufficient power to marines the equality of a 
© republick, 


© Goop monarchies, founded on principles 
of prudence and philanthropy, conſtitute 
© in our times a ſpecies of government ap- 
* proaching much more to ariſtocracy than 
« deſpotiſm: in fact, it is the Laws only that 
* reign in ſuch a government. The prince, 
in ſuch a ſtate, is far from being a deſpotick 
and abſolute governor, acting only from his 
© caprice; he is only the central point in which 
* all the radii of the circle concur. If the 
prince is endued with firmneſs, there will be 
much leſs room for faction than in repub- 
© licks, which are ſo often ruined and ſubverted 
by the iniquitous intrigues and confederacies 
of the citizens againſt each other. 


* A WELL governed empire ſhould reſemble 
da a family, of which the prince may be conſi- 
* dered as the father, and the people as his 
children; he ſhould participate in their hap- 
* pineſs and their calamities ; for a good prince 
cannot be happy, while his people are other- 
vie. From this union of intereſt, good and 


© eratefut 
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grateful citizens are to be produced; citizens 
© too ſtrictly bound to the ſtate to be diverted 
from their attachment to it, as they would 
© have every thing to loſe, and nething to gain, 
* by 3 it.“ 


CHARLES Frederick, the late King of Pruſ- 
ſia, had three brothers and fix ſiſters. His 
brothers were William Auguſtus, father of 
the preſent king, born Auguſt 9, 1722; Fre- 
derick Henry, born January 18, 1725-6; and 
Auguſtus F erdinand, born May 22, 17 zo: the 
two laſt furvive him. His ſiſters were Frede- 
rica Auguſta, born July 3, 1709, married to 
the Hereditary Prince of Culmback ; Frede- 
rica Louiſa, born September 28, 1714, and 
married to Charles Frederick, Margrave of 
Brandenburg Anſpach; Philippina Charlotte, 
born March 13, :716 ; Dorothea Sophia, born 
January 26, 1719, and married to the Mar- 
grave Frederick William de Schwed; Louiſa 
Ulrica, born July 24, 1720; and Anne Amelia, 
born November , 1723. 


Tur preſent King of Pruſſia, of whom the 
world has always ſpoke in the higheſt terms 
of panegyrick, was born September 25, 1744 
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and married July 14, 1765, the Princeſs Eli- 
zabeth Chriſtiana Ulrica of Brunſwick Wolf- 
fenbuttle, by whom he has one daughter, 
Charlotte, born in 1767. 


HAvING repudiated this Princeſs, he mar- 
ried Frederica Louiſa of Heſſe Darmſtadt, 
July 14, 1769, by whom he has a numerous 
family. Frederick William, the preſent prince 
royal of Pruſſia, was born in 1770, | 


END OF THE MEMOIRS, 


. lap... 


| 
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** Mr. HARR150N thinks it proper to ac- 
knowledge, that the Continuation of the 
preceding Memoirs, from Page 223, Line 
10, was written by a LiTEKARY FRIEND. 


The firſt of the following Tranſlations is by 
an anonymous Pen. 


* 2 
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POEM S, 


TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH 


or THE 


KING or inn 


ODE TO COURAGE. 


L O OD- thirſty foe to human kind! 
Tyrant, precipitate and blind ! 

Tis not to thee I altars raiſe; 
Thy headlong fury claims no ſongs of praiſe, 
But thou, firm Magoanimity, 
Heroick, patient, tis to thee! 
Who, nobly ſcorning fear or hate, 
Dott calmly brave the iron hand of fate ; 
Whom, fond of life, yer fir'd at virtue"; call, 
Not death nor all it's horrors can appall. 


When, raſhly bold, Prometheus ſtole 

That animating fire, the foul; 

Incens'd, the injur'd deities, 

Againſt the impious wretch who robb'd the ſkies, 
Fandora's fatal caſket ſent, 

Infernal woes within it pent ; 

Which, reaching earth, no ſooner burſt, 

Than man had funk, by various ills accurs'd, 
Had not the gods, amidft their anger kind, 

Left him, at bottom, ſoothing hope behind. 


3 P 
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On this wide univerſal ſtage, 

Where mortals in wild ſcenes engage, 
Nature, their ftep-dame, ſeems to enjoy, 

At eaſe, thoſe evils which their peace deſtroy. 
Protected none by honeſt worth, 

By dignity, or nobleſ birth, 

Our pleaſures leſs than are our pains: 

See aged Galieo bound in chains ; 

See baniſh'd Medicis his country fly ; 

And royal Charles upon a ſcaffold die. 


Lo! here our plunder'd fortunes riſe, 

In ſhape of want, before our eyes ; 

And juſt reſentment there excite 

The heart- felt wounds of difingenuous ſpite ; 
Or health, the beſt of joys, we ſeek, 

Sits drooping on the pallid cheek ; 

Thro? every limb ſhoots writhing pain; 

Or elſe a faithful friend or brother ſlain : 

A tender mother, or a wife moſt dear, 

Is dead; or, dying, claims the guſhing tear. 


As on the ſeas, , with toil and pain, 


The barbarous tyrants of the main 

Govern their little barks, nor mind 

The raging fury of the boiſt'rous wind, 

Tho? on it's wings the billows riſe, 

And lift their heads into the ſkies, 

Or, back recoiling from the (well, 

The finking veſſel ſeems conſign'd to hell 

By heaven itſelf; while, in a pilot's form, 

Lo! Courage ſtands unmov'd, and laughs to ſcorn the ſtorm, 
So, in the hour when dire alarms 

Of adverſe fortune call to arms; 

Courage my ſword, and Hope my ſhield, 

What other weapon have I cauſe to wield ! 

Let perſecuting fate oppoſe, 

And raiſe up hoſts on hoſts of foes, 

Pl meet them bold!y, face to face; 

Nor ſhall one daſtard thought my mind debaſe: 

When Hope grows faint, and fears the weak controul, 
Then ſhould the brave diſplay their dauntleſs foul, 


Life on the wing, each precious hour 
Is only once within our power; 
While 
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While time his rapid flight doth place, 
Among the bleſſings of the human race; 
For e' en the loſs we moſt regret, 

Time ſoon will teach us to Roper ; 

But cannot change our future lot, 

Or be the paſt remember'd or forgot. 
How peeviſh then to conſtantly complain 
Of paſſing griefs, and momentary pain 


The ſervile Ovid in diſgrace 

I hardly know, ſo mean and baſe 

To ſtoop and kiſs th' oppreſſive hand 

That thruſt him baniſhed from his native land; 
To judge from his fond thoughts of home, 
True bliſs was only found at Rome: 

But how much happier had he been, 

If taught by reaſon to ſubdue the ſpleen, 
With manly Horace he had felt and known, 
His bliſs depended on himſelf alone ! | 


Ye philoſophically wiſe, 

Terreſtrial inmates of the ſkies ! - 

Made animate from ſtoick clods, | 

From mortal men aſpiring to be gods ! 
Your minds by matchleſs wiſdom taught, 
Your breaſts with dauntleſs courage fraught, 
*Tis yours to act, to hve, to die, 

Above the weakneſs of a tear or figh ; 
Againſt your hearts, adverſity and pain 
Aiming the darts of miſery in vain. 


Hence Regulus forſook his friends 

And country, for the nobleſt ends; 

Advis'd them Carthage to oppoſe, 

And riſk'd the fury of hiscruel foes. 

In beggary's meaneſt abject ſtate, 

See Belliſarius blind and great; 

Greater than when, the battle won, | 
High on the ſplendid car of victory he thone. 
Never more truly great was Louis found, 


Than when his dying offspring dropp'd around. 
No effort makes the vulgar mind, 


In Pleaſure's downy lap reclin'd, 
The proſperous lot, devoid of care, 
Which chance alone procur d, with eaſe to bear. 


SP 2: "Tis 
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*Tis not in proud proſperity 

The man of fortitude we ſee ; 

Who, till by adverſe fortune croſs'd, 

Ts in the herd of common beings loſt: 

But when depreſs'd, the foul that's truly great, 

Riſcs in all it's ſtrength, and braves the ſtorms of fate. 


Deaf to the prayers of kuman-kind, 

Fortune inflexible and blind, 

Diſtributes round her various woes, 

While mortals ſtrive in vain her will to oppoſe. 
No; not Alcides“ matchleſs force 

Can ſtem the torrent in it's courſe: 

In vain againſt the rapid ſtream 

His greateſt efforts who a:tempts to ſwim, 

True courage arms us patiently to endure, 

And nobly beat, thoſe ills we cannot cure. 


EPISsTLNTO VOLTAIRE. 


TRANSLATED BY JOHN GILBERT COOPER, ESQ- 


OLTAIRE, believe me, were I now 
In private life's calm ſtation plac'd, 
Let Heav'n for, nature's wants allow, 
With cold indiff'rence would [ view 
Changing Fortune's winged haſte, 
And laugh at her caprice like you. 
Th' infipid farce of tedious ſtate, 
Imperial duty's real weight, 
The faithleſs courtier's ſupple bow, 
The fickle multitude's careſs, 
And the great Vulgar's Littleneſfs, 
By long experience well I know; 
And, tho? a Prince and Poet born, 
Vai blandiſhments of glory ſcorn. 
For when the ruthleſs ſhears of Fate 
Have cut my life's precarious thread, 
And rank'd me with th* unconſcious dead, 
What wil't. avail that I was great, 
Or that th* uncertain tongue of Fame 
In Mem'ry*s temple chaunts my name ? 


One 
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One bliſsful moment while we live 
Weighs more than ages of renown ; 
What then do Potentates receive 

Of good, peculiarly their own ? 

Sweet Eaſe and unaffected Joy, 
Domeſtick*Peace, and ſportive Pleaſure, 
The regal throne and palace fly; 

And, born for liberty, prefer 

Soft ſilent ſcenes of lovely leiſure, . 
To, what we Monarchs buy to dear, 
Tae thorny pomp of ſcepter'd care. 
My pain or bliſs ſhall ne'er depend 

On tickle Fortune's caſual flight; 

For, whether ſhe's my foe or friend, 
In calm repoſe Pl! paſs the night; 
And neer by watchful homage own 

I court her ſmile, or fear her frown. 
But from our ſtations we derive 
Unerring precepts how to live, 

And certain deeds each rank calls forth, 
By which is meaſur'd human worth. 
Voltaire, within his private cell, 

In realms where ancient honeſty 

Is patrimon al property, 

And ſacred Freedom loves to dwell, 
May give up all his peaceful mind, 
Guided by Plato's deathleſs page, 

In Gleat ſolitude reſigu'd 

To the mild virtues of a Sage; 

But I, 'gainſt whom wild whirlwinds wage 
Fierce war with wreck-denouncing wing, 
Maſt be, to face the tempeſt's rage, 

In thought, in life, in death, a king! 


ODE TO DEATH. 


TRANSLATED BY DR. HAWKESWORTH. 


ET a few years, or days perha 
Or moments paſs with lent late, 
And time to me ſhall be no more; 
No more the ſun theſe eyes ſhall view, 
Earth o'er theſe limbs her duſt ſhall ſtrew, 
And life's fantaſtick dream be Oer. 


— 
. 
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' Alas! I touch the dread'ul brink ; 
| From Nature's verge impell'd I fink; 
And endleſs darkneſs wraps me round! 
Yes, Death is ever at my hand, 
Faſt by my bed he takes his ſtand, 
And conſtant at my board is found. 


Earth, air, and- fire, and water, join 
Againſt this fleeting life of mine; 
And where for ſuccour can I fly? 
If art, with flatt'ring wiles, pretend 
To ſhield me like a guardian friend, 
By Art, ere Nature bids, I die. 


T fee this tyrant of the mind, 
This idol Fleſh, to duſt confign'd, 
Once call'd from duſt by Pow'r divine; 
It's features change! 'tis pale! 'tis cold 
Hence, dreadful ſpectre! to behold 
Thy aſpeR, is to make it mine. 


And can I, then, with guilty pride, 
Which fear nor ſhame can quell or hide, 
This fleſh ſtill pamper and adorn! 
Thus viewing what 1 foon ſhall be, 
Can what I am demand the knee, 
Or look on aught around with ſcorn ? 


But then this ſpark that warms, that guides, 

That lives, that thinks, what fate betides! 
Can this be duſt, a kneaded clod ! 

This yield to death! the ſoul, the mind, 

That meaſures heav'n, ard mounts the wind, 
That knows, at once, itſelf and God? 


Great Cauſe of all, above, below, 
Who knows thee, muſt for ever know, 
Immortal and divine! 
Thy image on my foul impreſs'd, 
Of endle!s being is the teſt, 
And bids eternity be mine! 


Tranſporting thought but am I ſure 

That endleſs life will joy ſecure? 
Joy's only to the jult decreed! 

The guilty wretch expiring, goes 

Where Vengeance endleſs life beſtows, 
That endleſs mi-'ry may ſuccecd, 


Great 
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Great God, how awful is the ſcene! 
A breath, a trankent breath between; 
And can I jeſt, and laugh, and play! 
To earth, alas! too firmly bound, 
Trees deeply rooted in the ground, 
Are ſhiver'd when they're torn away. 


Vain joys, which envied greatneſs gains, 
How do ye bind with filken chains, 
Which aſk Herculean ſtrength to break! 
How with new terrors have ye arm'd 
The pow'r whoie ſlighteſt glance alarm'd ! 
How many deaths of one ye make! 


Yet, dumb with wonder, I behold 

Man's thoughtleſs race, in error bold, 
Forget or ſcorn the laws of death ; 

With theſe no projects coincide, 

Nor vows, nor toil-, nor hopes, they guide, 

Each thinks he draws immortal breath. 


Each, blind to Fate's approaching hour, 
Intrigues or fights for wealth or pow'r, 
And ſlumb'ring dangers dares provoke : 
And he who, tott'ring, ſcarce ſuſtains 
A century's age, plans future gains, 
And feels an unexpected ſtroke. 


Go on, unbridled, deſp'rate band, 


Scorn rocks, gulphs, winds, ſearch ſea and land, 


And ſpoil new worlds wherever found : 
Seize, haſle to ſeize the glitt'ring prize, 
And ſighs, and tears, and pray'rs, deſpiſe, 

Nor ſpare the temple's holy ground. 


They go, ſucceed; but look again, 
The deſp'rate band you ſeek in vain, 
Now trod in duſt, the peaſant's ſcorn : 
But who that ſaw their treaſures ſwell, 
That heard th' inſatiate vow, rebel, 
Would e'er have thought them mortal born? 


See the world's victor mount his car; 
Blood marks his progreſs wide and far, 
Sure he ſhall reign while ages fly; 
No; vaniſh'd like a morning cloud, 

The hero was but juſt allow'd 
To fight, to conquer, and to die. 
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And is it true, I aſk with dread, | 
That nayions, heap'd on nations, bled 
Beneath Nis chariot's fervid wheel, 
With trophies to adorn the ſpot, 
Where his pale corſe was left to rot, 
And doom'd the hungry reptile's meal? 


Yes! Fortune, wearied with her play, 
Her toy, this hero, caſts away, 

And ſcarce the form of man is ſeen : 
Awe chills my breaſt, my eyes o'erflow, 
Around my brows no roſes glow, 

The cypreſs mine, funereal green! 


Yet in this hour of grief and fears, 
When awful Truth unveil'd appears, 
Some pow'r unknown uſurps my breaſt; 
Back to the world my thoughts are led, 
My feet in Folly's lab*rinth tread, 
And fancy dreams that life is bleſs'd. 


How weak an empreſs is the mind, 
Whom Pleaſure's flow'ry wreaths can bind, 
And captive to her +! fn lead! 
Weak Reaſon yields to Phrenzy's rage, 
Ard all the world is Folly's ſtage, 
And all that act are fools indeed. 


And yet this ſtrange, this ſudden flight, 
From gioomy cares to gay delight, 

This fickleneſs, ſo light and vain, 
In life's delufive, tranfient dream, p 
Where men, nor things, are what they ſeem, 


Is all the real good we gain. 
FINIS. 
D 
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